
BY VANESSA DEL CAMPO CHACON

Four years ago I moved here from Mexico with my 
family and four friends. When we arrived, everything 
was new and foreign. We didn’t know where to go or 
how to start our lives over. But we found this apart-
ment. I liked it because the neighbors speak Spanish, 

there are Mexican stores nearby, and it made us feel a 
little less lonely. So we made it our home.

It hasn’t been easy. My husband works long hours to 
scrape money together so I can support my son who is 
studying to be a chef in Mexico. I stay home with my 
daughter, Regina, but she is only 1 year old and I get 
lonely.

It’s not what I pictured when I moved here, but I 
have gotten to know the women who stay home and my 
other neighbors. I look after my neighbors’ kids while 
they work, and we are a community now. My home and 
my community are what keep me going; I don’t know 
what I would be without them. 
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BY TONY BOUZA

Editor’s note: Once again, 
I vigorously disagree with 
Mr. Bouza’s analysis. 
Please read my note at the 
end of his essay.

Cineaste.
Today’s word—and, 

since confronting the En-
glish language on Dec. 22, 
1937, I’ve grown increas-
ingly fond of this really 
powerful tool. At about 
that time I began my af-
fair with movies. One of 
the first was a horror pic 
that was actually a rewrite 
of Shakespeare’s “Rich-
ard III.” How tricky is 
that? (It was titled “Tow-
er of London.”)

I came to appreciate 
the artist’s role as proph-
et—and nowhere was it 
more striking (for me) 
than on the Silver Screen. 
Ultimately, I came to rely 
on movie makers’ views 
of the world.

So, I asked the folks 
here in Geezerland to get 
“Leviathan.”

It is a contemporary 
view of Russian society—
and a baleful one indeed.

The film depicts a so-
ciety awash in vodka and 
corruption—yet curious-
ly remains a rickety de-
mocracy.

The central characters 
lie, cheat, drink and cut 
every corner. The corrup-
tion—among official-
dom, friends and fami-
ly—is so pervasive and 
hopeless as to preclude 
any attempt at rescue, re-
versal or circumvention.

Yet the mayor worries 
about his re-election and 
the film did get made in 
Russia. It would never 

Big 
Beasts

I am fighting for the 
future my daughter 
deserves —
and now I am 
facing eviction

Will a giant 
apartment complex 
replace Bergan’s?

See Eviction, page 13

BY DEBORAH SMITH

Bergan’s SuperValu on Cedar Avenue across 
from the Hiawatha Golf Course will soon 
be just a memory for people in the Ericsson, 
Northrop and Hale neighborhoods.

Developers are moving ahead to replace it 
with a 5-story, 72-foot-tall, 125-unit apart-
ment building occupying the block bounded 
by Cedar and Longfellow Avenues, 47th Street 
and Minnehaha Parkway. A 23,500-square foot 
retail/commercial space would occupy most of 
the first floor. Project drawings show a grocery 
store in that space, but the developer, Trammell 
Crow, has not disclosed specific plans.

The redevelopment area does not include 
Washburn-McReavey funeral home, Caribou 
Coffee, Grand Ole Creamery or Carbone’s/
Cork and Dork.

While people in the neighborhoods sur-
rounding Bergan’s are sad to see it go, most are 
not against redeveloping the block, they are just 
concerned with what has been proposed.

There are a number of reasons this plan 
needs closer scrutiny and significant modifica-
tion.

Part of the site is located within the FP 

Floodplain Overlay District, which requires 
that the lowest floor be elevated 1 foot and the 
finished fill elevation must be no lower than 1 
foot below the regulatory flood protection ele-
vation, and the fill must extend the same ele-
vation at least 15 feet beyond the outside limits 
of the structure.  The developers are asking for 
a Conditional Use Permit to reduce the mini-
mum extension of fill from 15 ft. to 0 ft. beyond 
the limits of the structure. This is in an area al-
ready prone to flooding, and no environmental 
study has been done.

This planned building is needlessly high. 
The city’s Shoreland Overlay ordinance, ad-
opted in May 1988, states that buildings should 
not be higher than the tree line, and it gives 2.5 
stories or 35 feet as the recommended height 
limit. Even though it appears the City Coun-
cil has usually ignored the Shoreland Overlay 
rules, the variance requested for this project 
is stunning: the developer wants to DOUBLE 
the allowable limits, to 64 feet for the roof deck 
and 72 feet to the top of the stair and elevator 
towers.

They are also asking for a variance for the 
building taking up more of the site than is cur-
rently allowed: to increase the maximum (us-
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BY ED FELIEN

When Mayor Frey announced 
an end to fear-based warrior train-
ing for Minneapolis police, Police 
Federation President Bob Kroll 
announced his Federation would 
offer that warrior training free to 
Minneapolis police officers.

Warrior training was cited as the 
principal cause of Officer Yanez’s 
killing of Philando Castile. It was 
that kind of conditioning that was 
probably responsible for the Min-
neapolis police killings of Travis 
Jordan, Thurman Blevins, Jamar 
Clark and Terrance Franklin.

Tragically, the mayor and police 
chief acted only after it became 
obvious that Mohamed Noor (a 
black officer) killed Justine Da-
mond (a white woman) as a result 
of this training and conditioning. 

Black lives didn’t matter. 
What Kroll did when he at-

tempted to establish a contrary 
training program was to counter-
mand a very clear policy directive 
from the mayor and chief of po-
lice. 

Civil Service Rule 11: “Causes 
for Disciplinary Action: Miscon-
duct is the failure to comply with 
any work rule, policy, ordinance 
or law or any behavior that would 
offend a reasonable person.” “In-
subordination (failure to follow a 
directive from a supervisor).”

The Federation labor agree-
ment with the city says, “It is un-
derstood that the City, through its 
various Departments, has the right 
to establish reasonable work rules 
and regulations,” and Section 8.01 
says, “The Federation, its officers 
or agents, or any of the employees 
covered by this Agreement shall 
not cause, instigate, encourage, 
condone, engage in or cooper-
ate in any strike, the stoppage of 
work, work slowdown, the willful 
absence from one’s position, or 
the abstinence in whole or in part 
from the full, faithful and proper 
performance of the duties of em-
ployment, regardless of the rea-
sons for so doing.” 

Why weren’t Kroll’s actions 
misconduct and insubordination, 
a violation of the city’s right to es-
tablish reasonable work rules and a 
direct attempt to interfere with the 
“faithful and proper performance 
of the duties of employment”?

Why hasn’t he been fired?
I asked former Minneapolis 

Police Chief Tony Bouza what he 
thought about warrior training. 
He said the training didn’t real-
ly matter. It was about discipline 
and accountability. He never had 
a police shooting in the nine years 
he was chief, “I ruled with an iron 
hand. They feared me, and they 
knew what would happen if they 
stepped out of line.”

Police work is tough. 
It’s a hard and a dangerous job. 
USA Today did a study, and 

they concluded cops were in the 
14th most dangerous occupation 
in the U.S. There were 14.6 fatal 
injuries per 100,000 officers in 
2016. The median annual wage is 
$59,680.

The seventh most dangerous 
job in the U.S. was collecting gar-
bage and recyclables. They had 
34.1 fatal injuries per 100,000 
workers. Their median annual 
wage is $35,270.

Our city sanitation worker’s job 
is more than twice as dangerous 
as police work for a bit more than 
half the pay. 

They’re the quiet heroes work-
ing for the City of Minneapolis.

Council Member Alondra 
Cano, chair of the Public Safe-
ty Committee, responded to this 
commentary:  

“I invite Police Federation Pres-
ident Bob Kroll to join the much 
needed work of police reform to 
better serve our communities. 
However, calling for free ‘warrior 
training’ that our Mayor has stood 
up against goes completely against 
the values of helping to establish 
more connections and under-
standing between our rank and file 
police officers and our Minneapo-
lis residents. We can and should do 
better than that.”
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Fire Bob Kroll!

able) floor area ratio (F.A.R.) from 
2.38 to 2.5.

The city’s new comprehensive 
plan, Minneapolis 2040, is cur-
rently under review by the Met-
ropolitan Council. The Planning 
Department’s staff report on this 
project states that the proposed fu-
ture land use classification is “cor-
ridor mixed use,” which intends 
the property to serve a larger mar-
ket area and encourages mixed-
use, multi-story development.

“The proposed built form for 
this site is Corridor 4, which di-
rects new and remodeled buildings 
to reflect a variety of building types 
on both small and moderate-sized 
lots,” the staff report states. “Build-
ing heights should be 1 to 4 stories. 
Requests to exceed 4 stories will be 
evaluated on the basis of whether 
or not a taller building is a reason-
able means to further achieving 
Comprehensive Plan goals.”

So, this project has also blown 
past the city’s new higher-density 
rules, which aren’t even official yet.

Where’s the affordable housing?
As people of modest incomes 

are painfully aware, there is an af-
fordable housing crisis not just in 
Minneapolis but across the metro 
area and nation. The City Council 
has pressed hard for new develop-
ments to include at least 10% of 
the units as affordable at 60% of 
Area Median Income. None of the 

proposed apartments in this proj-
ect would fall into the affordable 
category. Supposedly, the reason 
for increasing the density of Min-
neapolis is to make housing more 
affordable. So, how do market-rate 
apartments crammed into this 
block help to solve that problem?

In addition, there are three 
businesses on that block which 
will be negatively affected by a 
building of this size. There will be 
almost no parking for the Wash-
burn-McReavy funeral home 
facing the Parkway, and minimal 
spots for both Carbone’s restau-
rant and the Cork and Dork liquor 
store.

It is also apparent that the “mod-
ern” style of the proposed build-
ing is nothing like anything near 
it. Even the SuperAmerica (now 
Speedway) station tried to make 
its remodeled building fit into the 
neighborhood. The Shoreland 
Overlay District rules also require 
that the city consider the scale and 
character of surrounding uses.

The Standish-Ericsson Neigh-
borhood Association is hosting a 
public meeting about this propos-
al on Wednesday, May 8, at Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church, 1720 E. 
Minnehaha Pkwy., at 6:30 p.m. 
Residents of the Northrop and 
Hale neighborhoods and all others 
are encouraged to attend to find 
out more and give community 

Bergan’s from page 1



Nokomis Healthy Seniors 
Events for May 2019
Wednesday, May 8, 1:30 p.m.
Nokomis Square Co-op
5015 35th Ave. S.
“The Aging Bladder: An 
Owner’s Manual,” presented 
by Paula Fedunok, PA-C, 
Department of Urology, U of 
M. Free. All are welcome. No 
reservations required.
Thursday, May 9, 11:15 a.m.
Bethel Lutheran Church
4120 17th Ave. S.
“Lunch and a Movie.” We’ll 
share a meal at 11:15 a.m. 
and then we’ll watch “A Man 
Called Ove” in our own 
Healthy Seniors theater. All 
are welcome. Reservations 
are required, $5. Must be pre-
paid. Call 612-729-5499.
Thursday, May 16, 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m.
Bethel Lutheran Church
4120 17th Ave. S.
“Healthy Seniors 25th Anni-
versary Open House.” Enter-
tainment, light lunch, a video 
and testimonials will be part 
of the celebration. Free, but 
RSVPs required. Call 612-729-
5499.
Thursday, May 30, 11:15 a.m.
“Lunch and Bingo.” We’ll 
share a meal at 11:15, fol-
lowed by a spirited game 
of Bingo. All are welcome. 
Reservations required. Call 
612-729-5499. 

Adventures in Music & 
Storytelling
Saturday, May 11, 3 p.m.
Hook & Ladder Lounge
3010 Minnehaha Ave.
Adventures in Music and 
Storytelling is stories and 
poetry by David Daniels 
along with the acoustic guitar 
rhythms and vocals of Van 
Nixon (Maroons, Positive 
Vibrations). David Daniels 
is a playwright, founder of 
the Reggae Theatre Ensem-
ble, spoken word artist and 
storyteller. He’s noted for the 
play “Malcolm X Meet Peter 
Tosh” and his “Black Hippie 
Chronicles.” With two spo-
ken word CDs under his belt, 
David Daniels has opened 
for and shared the stage with 
the likes of The Wailers, Big 
Wu, Dub Poet Linton Kwezi 
Johnson and Charlie Parr.
Singing and accompanying 
himself on guitar, Van Nixon 
was one of the few black solo 
artists in the Midwest, going 
back to the early 1970s. In 
addition to performing as a 
reggae artist, as lead vocalist 
for such groups as Macumba, 
Maroons, Van also does a 
wide variety of music, which 
includes gospel, light jazz, 
blues and classical. $5 sug-
gested donation.
 
Strategies for Trauma 
Awareness and Resilience 
(STAR)
Monday, May 13, 8:30 a.m. to 
Friday, May 17, 1 p.m.
Northeast Bank (Walter C. 

Rasmussen Community 
Room)
77 Broadway St. NE, Mpls. 
55413
The STAR Training is a five-
day evidence-based, research 
and practice-supported, 
multicultural training inte-
grating neurobiology, trau-
ma healing and resilience, 
restorative justice, nonviolent 
conflict transformation and 
broadly defined spirituality 
that is accessible to individ-
uals from diverse personal, 
educational and professional 
backgrounds. STAR provides 
an inclusive, transformational 
system to not only address 
individual and community 
trauma healing needs, but 
also STAR teaches resilience 
strategies that set the stage 
for authentic sustained 
individual and community 
engagement, healing and 
reconciliation. 
Early tuition is $895. Stan-
dard tuition: $995. Everyone 
is welcome. Group discounts 
and scholarship assistance 
available. Space is limit-
ed to 26. Preregistration is 
required. Details and reg-
istration are at https://star-
may2019.eventbrite.com.

The Restorative Justice 101 
Training
Thursday, May 23, 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.
2720 E. 22nd St.
RJ 101 teaches the principles, 
philosophies and practices of 
Restorative Justice via lecture 

and experiential education 
methodologies for empower-
ing our communities. Pro-
fessionals, paraprofessionals 
and laypersons are welcome 
to attend. Traditionally, re-
storative justice has been an 
alternative approach within 
the criminal justice system 
that focuses on the person-
ally identified needs of the 
victims, the offenders and im-
pacted community members, 
instead of focusing solely 
on satisfying abstract legal 
principles and/or punishing 
the offender.
The RJ 101 Training takes re-
storative justice philosophies 
and principles and moves 
beyond the criminal justice 
system to trainees’ daily 
personal and professional 
spheres of influence. The Re-
storative Justice 101 Training 
is co-sponsored by Seward 
Longfellow Restorative Jus-
tice and the Minnesota Peace-
building Leadership Institute.
Early Tuition: $150; Standard 
Tuition: $180; Optional CEs/
CLEs: $35.

The Tree Show 
Through Saturday, May 25
Vine Arts Center 
2637 27th Ave. S.
612-728-5745
www.vineartscenter.com
The Vine Arts Center invites 
you to join us in celebration 
of our beloved teachers, the 
Trees. This show is a body of 
art work inspired by our love 
of trees and created by Vine 
Arts Center member artists. 
A variety of artistic media 
will be included, such as 
paintings, drawings, pho-
tography, textiles, ceramics, 
sculptures and installations.
All events are free and open 
to the public. 
Special Events
Saturday, May 11, 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Demonstrations on 
making botanical prints. 
Friday, May 17, 6 to 8 p.m. 
Artists talk. VAC artists 
featured in “The Tree Show” 
will be on hand to talk about 
their work. 
The Vine Arts Center is open 
on Thursdays from 5:30 to 
6:45 p.m. and Saturdays from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Springtime Foraging
Saturday, May 25, 12 to 
2 p.m.
Meet at Midtown Greenway 
& Humboldt Ave. S., Mpls. 
55408
They say that April showers 
bring May flowers… What 
they don’t tell you is how 
many of those flowers are 
tasty wild edibles! Join Maria 
Wesserle and Four Season 
Foraging as we explore the 
Midtown Greenway and 

learn what wild edibles and 
medicinals spring has to 
offer. Plants we will proba-
bly encounter include garlic 
mustard, burdock, dandelion, 
plantain, and many others! 
Sliding scale $15-$35. For 
more details or to register, 
please visit www.fourseason-
foraging.com/events, email 
info@fourseasonforaging.
com, or call 612-440-5958.

151st Memorial Day 
Observance
Monday, May 27, 10 a.m.
Minneapolis Pioneers and 
Soldiers Cemetery. 
Intersection of Cedar Ave. 
and Lake St.
Please join us for the 151st 
Memorial Day celebration 
at the city’s oldest existing 
cemetery.
Our keynote speaker is Lt. 
Col. Lori Allert, U.S.Army, 
with music by the Seward 
Community Concert Band 
and Readings and Posting of 
the Colors by students from 
the Minnesota Transitions 
Charter School.
If possible, please bring a 
lawn chair.  Service animals 
only, please.
At 1 p.m. there will be a seat-
ed history talk followed by an 
optional walking tour.
Light refreshments will be 
served.

Beastly Bash: A Wild Sum-
mer Night
Saturday, June 8, 6 p.m. to 
Midnight
Minnesota Zoo
13000 Zoo Blvd., Apple Val-
ley 55124
The Beastly Bash, Minneso-
ta’s premier outdoor summer 
event, supports the Minneso-
ta Zoo’s mission and access 
programs for children and 
families. This year’s event 
features exciting animal 
encounters, signature cock-
tails, delicious food stations 
and an inspirational program 
hosted by KARE 11’s Min-
nesota Bound co-host Laura 
Schara. Guests will also be 
treated to a special mini-con-
cert by Prince’s former band, 
the New Power Generation, 
featuring songs by Minne-
sota’s beloved musical icon. 
The party will continue into 
the night with desserts and a 
dance party fit for the finest 
nocturnal revelers featuring 
music by award winning DJ 
Shannon Blowtorch. 

The ANCIA Saxophone 
Quartet Presents Music of 
our Time
Sunday, May 12,  4 p.m. 
U of M Campus (Weisman 
Art Museum)
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333 E. River Pkwy., Mpls. 
55455
The Ancia Saxophone Quar-
tet will present a free con-
cert  featuring the works of 
living composers who have 
helped create the musical 
fabric of the Twin Cities. The 
program will include “Con-
fluence,” written for Ancia 
by Grammy Award-winner 
and Minnesota resident Libby 
Larsen; two movements from 
“Short Stories” by Pulitzer 
Prize-winner Jennifer Hig-
don, which the group com-
missioned and premiered in 
Minnesota; and “Cordoba,” 
by jazz pianist and Min-
neapolis-based composer 
Laura Caviani. Additionally, 
audiences will hear “Dark 
Waters” by Christopher Rut-
kowski, premiered recently 
by Ancia in Minneapolis, and 
two pieces selected by Ancia 
from the American Compos-
ers Forum’s national call for 
scores for the 2017 Minneap-
olis ACF Showcase Concert: 
Robin McLaughlin’s “On This 
Day” and Stephen Snowden’s 
“Speed Studies.”
Ancia members are Joan Hut-
ton (alto saxophone), Melissa 
Reiser (tenor saxophone), 
Matthew Sintchak (soprano 
saxophone) and Angela Wyatt 
(baritone saxophone).This ac-
tivity is made possible by the 
voters of Minnesota through 
a grant from the Metropolitan 
Regional Arts Council, thanks 
to a legislative appropriation 
from the Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund. The Weisman 
Art Museum and concert are 
free and open to the public. 
The parking ramp and the 
museum are both wheel-
chair-accessible.

Kenwood Symphony Or-
chestra, Yuri Ivan, 
Artistic Director; Helen 
Chang-Haertzen, Violinist, 
Minnesota Orchestra
Sunday, May 12, 3 p.m.
Our Lady of Peace Catholic 
Church
5426 12th Ave. S.
The Kenwood Symphony 
Orchestra presents a free 
classical concert featuring 
two works by American com-
posers. First on the program 
is Copland’s “Appalachian 
Spring.” Next on the pro-
gram, Helen Chang-Haertzen 
will be the featured soloist 
performing Korngold’s “Vi-
olin Concerto in D Major,” 
with accompaniment by the 
Kenwood Symphony Orches-
tra.
Free and open to the public.

Here Comes the Sun
Friday & Saturday
May 17 & 18, 7:30 p.m. 
St. Michael’s Lutheran 

Church
9201 Normandale Blvd., 
Mpls. 55437
The Edina Chorale is excited 
to present its spring Pops 
concert, “Here Comes the 
Sun.”
Along with a couple of 
Beatles favorites, the Chorale 
will be performing popular 
songs from Tony award-win-
ning Broadway musicals, 
nostalgic pieces from the past 
decade, and a few current 
pop chart hits.  The audience 
will delight in going down 
a musical memory lane with 
songs from Benny Goodman 
and “A Chorus Line.” Popular 
music from Manhattan Trans-
fer and current tunes from 
“The Greatest Showman” and 
“Walk the Moon” will bring 
the music full circle. A recep-
tion will follow each concert. 
Ticket prices: $20 Adults, $15 
Seniors (65+) and Students 
(K-12) free. 
To purchase tickets, contact 
any Edina Chorale member 
or order online at edinacho-
rale.org.  

Cinema in the Cemetery
Saturday, May 25, 7 p.m.
Minneapolis Pioneers and 
Soldiers Cemetery
Cedar Ave. & Lake St.
Time for our annual Buster 
Keaton silent film with live 
accompaniment.  Join us at 
Minneapolis Pioneers and 
Soldiers Cemetery for “Sher-
lock Jr.”  This classic film has 
been designated One of Best 
100 Films by the Library of 
Congress.  Gates will open 
at 7 p.m.  Movie will begin 
around sundown (sometime 
between 8 and 8:45).  Bring 
a blanket or lawn chair to sit 
on.  Kids welcome.  Service 
animals only.  Tickets $10 at 

the gate (cash or check only).  
Snacks available for purchase.

Blood Knot 
May 17 - June 16, Wednes-
days - Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.; 
Sundays, 3 p.m.
Pillsbury House Theatre
3501 Chicago Ave. S.
612-825-0459 (Box Office)
www.pillsburyhouseandthe-
atre.org/
Athol Fugard’s “Blood Knot” 
is a parable of two brothers 
who share a one-room shack 
near Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa. Equally important to-
day as it was at the time of its 
1961 premiere, the play is a 
poignant, piercing metaphor 
for racial tension, powerfully 
acted by James A. Williams 
and Stephen Yoakam.
Tickets are on sale now and 
can be purchased at pills-
buryhousetheatre.org or by 
calling the box office.  

Matilda
April 28 - June 23
See website for times:
www.childrenstheatre.org
Children’s Theatre Company 
(UnitedHealth Group Stage)
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 55404
Inspired by the twisted 
genius of Roald Dahl, this 
is the story of Matilda. Her 
dreadful parents can’t stand 
her. Her headmistress is a 
horrible, nasty, name-call-
ing, life-sucking tyrant who 
puts kids in cupboards with 
nails and broken glass. (And 
you thought you had it bad.) 
This captivating kid-power 
romp revels in the anarchy 
of childhood. Celebrating the 
tenacity of the small, Matilda 
proves that the strength to be 
yourself (along with a little 
telekinetic power) will prevail 
at the end of the day.
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DSA at Billy Bragg Concert

THEATER

651-644-6659  |  saintsbaseball.com

OPENING DAY!
MAY 16th

On April 18, 19 and 20, renowned ex-punk, ex-anarchist 
singer-songwriter (now a semi-respectable lefty Labour 
spokesman and interpreter of Woody Guthrie lyrics along 
with Wilco’s Jeff Tweedy) came to Minneapolis for a three-
night gig at the Fine Line Music Cafe. He invited Twin Cities 
Democratic Socialists of America to “table,” and your resis-
tance correspondent, Debs, managed to get the free ticket for 
the Thursday night performance, along with DSA comrade 
Tim, who had managed the communications with Bragg’s 
team. Bragg performed solo with just a guitar, a “career-span-
ning” set with at least two songs each from “Don’t Try This 
At Home,” “Talking Poetry with the Taxman,” and the afore-
mentioned Woody Guthrie album “Mermaid Avenue,” and 
other mid-career hits, a smattering of his earliest punk ma-
terial, and some new songs showing a maturing political 
and worldview consciousness. One such was “King Tide and 
the Sunny Day Flood”; he also did a few covers, including 
“Don’t Think Twice, It’s All Right,” and a few traditional left-
ist anthems such as “There Is Power In A Union.” The crowd 
joined in on the last encore, “A New England.” (You can see 
the whole setlist at https://bit.ly/2GIk5WZ .)  After the show, 
Bragg obligingly hung out and chatted with fans and came 
by to get a photo with his Twin Cities socialist comrades. All 
three performances had sold-out crowds. 

Photo by A. Palumbo



Harry Davis Jr. stated in his 
Black Golf History presentation 
on Nov. 14, 2018, that Hiawatha 
Golf Course is more than a golf 
course in the City of Minneapo-
lis, it is an INSTITUTION!

Opened in 1934, Hiawatha 
Golf Course has served the 
South Minneapolis community 
for over 80 years as a place of 
recreation, solitude, camarade-
rie, learning and openness to 
ALL! It is considered one of the 
most, if not THE most, ethni-
cally diverse golf courses in the 
State of Minnesota.

And, Theodore Wirth, long-
time MPRB superintendent, 
who was responsible for the 
building of the Minneapolis 
Golf Courses, said in his 1944 
history of the MPRB, “With 
the introduction of municipal 
courses in public parks, golf has 
come within reach of the public 
in general.”

Throughout the past two 
years, SaveHiawatha18 has 
determined that Hiawatha 
Golf Course is not the prob-
lem. It is a victim of bad water 
strategy being implemented by 
a variety of municipalities and 
government agencies in the 

Minnehaha Creek Watershed 
District, including the City of 
Minneapolis.

The Minneapolis Park 
and Recreation Board 
(MPRB) has not held 
parties accountable for 
their contribution to the 
problem. The MPRB’s 
proposed solution will 
cost millions of dollars, 
close down an historical 
golf course, and poten-
tially flood nearby homes. 
The problem of too much 
water and pollution will 
still not be solved, and 
the public health of Lake 
Hiawatha will not be im-
proved.

The MPRB needs to 
implement solutions to 
the water problems that 
are based on science and 
that actually solve the 
problems. And, Hiawatha 
Golf Course truly de-
serves to continue serving 
future generations as an 18-hole 
golf course.

What are the erroneous and 
untrue reasons given for closing 
Hiawatha Golf Course?

Hiawatha Golf Course 

Ground is sinking—There is no 
scientific proof that this is hap-
pening.

Hiawatha Golf Course is in vio-

lation of its pumping permits with 
the DNR—The DNR says that 
Hiawatha Golf Course is in com-
pliance with its two existing irriga-
tion permits. The DNR says that 
the MPRB needs to get a Dewater-
ing permit for the water that is be-
ing pumped into Lake Hiawatha.

The DNR won’t let the pump-
ing of water continue at current 
levels—The DNR has stated that 
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You don’t want to 
miss our FIRST EVER

Inventory Reduction Sale
Going on Now!

You don’t want to 
miss our FIRST EVER

Inventory Reduction Sale
4/15 - 5/15

The Loppet Slush Fund
FROM SAVEHIAWATHA18 WHITE PAPER

In 2016, the MPRB entered into 
a contract with The Loppet to take 
over Winter Sports Activities for 
the MPRB and to implement new 
contruction at Theodore Wirth 
Golf Course to accommodate the 
Loppet and Loppet-related acti-
vites. For 2017, it is still unclear 
what the effect of the Loppet con-
tract had on the revenue of the golf 
courses, in particular, Theodore 
Wirth Golf Course.

The 2017 unaudited budget 
declaration, p. 13, states, “Ex-
penditures were increased by 
$1,000,000 at Theodore Wirth 
Regional Park related to site im-
provements for the Adventure and 
Welcome Center and golf course. 
The new Adventure and Welcome 
Center is for the Loppet activities 
including winter skiing and bike 
trails, and also replaces the Par 
3 golf course building with the 
new Wirth Adventure and Wel-
come Center building. According 
to Resolution 2016-252, $89,000 
to $97,900 of the $1 million ex-
penditure was approved for ren-
ovating the golf course bunkers. 
The rest of the money was spent 

because ‘modification of the golf 
course is necessary to allow for 
the implementation of the Wirth 
Adventure and Welcome Center, 
which will occupy the location of 
existing holes #17 and #18, as per 
the approved Theodore Wirth Re-
gional Park Master Plan.’ ” So, the 
majority of the cost ($900,000) is 
not to enhance the golf course but 
to accommodate Loppet activities: 
cross-country skiing, bike paths 
and trails. To make this accom-
modation, several holes on the 18-
hole and 9-hole golf courses were 
moved and reconstructed. These 
changes were not required by the 
golf course. We don’t know where 
the $900,000 was expensed. Were 
these costs expensed against the 
golf course budget or against the 
winter sports budget or against the 
general Enterprise Budget?

Also, along with the construc-
tion costs, the Theodore Wirth 
Golf Courses (18-Hole and Par 3 
courses) were under construction 
during 2017, so the revenues will 
naturally be down for these golf 
courses (due to construction re-
quired to support NON-GOLF 

activities).
While talking about winter 

sports activities, part of the Enter-
prise Budget, here are the profit/
(loss) figures for Winter Activities 
from the Annual Reports:

Revenue Expenses Profit/(Loss)
2007 -  $98,131 $376,359 ($278,228)
2008 -   $101,528 $260,050 ($158,522)
2009 -   $164,258 $262,661 ($98,403)
2010 -   $78,351 $112,191 ($33,840)
2011 -   $43,591 $95,075 ($51,484)
2012 -   $188,422 $437,715 ($249,293)
2013 -   $250,346 $592,134 ($341,788)
2014 -   $182,008 $656,759 ($474,751)
2015 -   $118,449 $851,895 ($733,446)
2016 -   $100,467 $773,905 ($673,438)
2017 -   $0 $53,351 ($53,351)

That’s total losses of $3,146,544 
over 10 years that Minneapolis 
taxpayers have paid to support 
The Loppet and other winter sport 
activities. The Loppet current lease 
on their Welcome Center requires 
them to pay 18% of their net an-
nual operating income as rent, 
and, since they have never had a 
net operating income, their rent 
will be $0.

‘It is an INSTITUTION!’
FROM SAVEHIAWATHA18 WHITE PAPER

they have not defined a pumping 
level that is acceptable.

The pumping of water is en-
vironmentally unsound—The 

MPRB’s 2017 Barr Engi-
neering groundwater re-
port says that the existing 
pumping is likely to have 
minimal ecological im-
pact.

Hiawatha Golf Course 
is polluting Lake Hi-
awatha—The MPRB’s 
2017 Barr Engineering 
groundwater report says 
that the pumping of water 
from the golf course con-
tributes less than 1% of 
the pollution coming into 
Lake Hiawatha.

Every time Hiawatha 
Golf Course floods it costs 
“a lot of money” to bring it 
back—This has not been 
true for any of the major 
floods (1965, 1987 and 
2014). The golf course was 
pumped and grass seed 

was put down. That is all that has 
ever been done.

Hiawatha Golf Course is los-
ing money—information found 
by SaveHiawatha18 indicates that 
the MPRB golf courses have been 
mismanaged and under-capital-
ized since 2010, resulting in a drop 
in revenue, and putting the golf 
courses into a “death spiral.”

What should be done?

Apply for a dewatering permit 
from the DNR for the current level 
of pumping.

Upgrade the 18-hole golf course 
for even better resilience from 
flooding.

Study and implement ways to 
mitigate the excess water, trash 
and pollution coming into Lake 
Hiawatha. Perform a study led by 
the United States Geological Sur-
vey (USGS) for the whole Minne-
haha Creek Watershed.

Study and implement ways to 
lower the level of Lake Hiawatha, 
focusing on the inbound and out-
bound Minnehaha Creek.

Replace trees that have been lost 
over the past 20 years.

Enhance and further implement 
the current Audubon Certification 
for Hiawatha Golf Course.

Create a long-term operations 
and capital budget for the Min-
neapolis Golf Courses, along with 
cleaning up the financial account-
ing and reporting.

Upgrade the club house.
Produce a full history of the 

property for permanent display 
in the clubhouse and on the golf 
course.

Look into restoring a better level 
of accessibility to the property by 
the neighborhood, especially in 
the non-golfing season.

Look at ways to accommodate 
non-golf participation for the 
neighborhood on the property.

Make a difference in your community!  

 Foster Grandparents – support children who are falling                  
behind in the classroom.  

 Companions – visit older adults to provide friendship,                  
transportation, and assistance at their homes and in the     
community.  

Laura.rowe@lssmn.org  
www.lssmn.org/seniorcorps 

Harry Davis, Jr.



BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

Despite my best intentions, I did 
not make it to Tare Market’s open-
ing day (April 19) until 1p.m. or so, 
three hours after they first opened 
the doors. I felt better about that 
when they told me there had been 
a pretty big line of people waiting 
to get in. They seemed as surprised 
about that as I was. It was still prac-
tically too full of shoppers, so I 

made arrangements to come back 
later and talk to Kate Marnach and 
Amber Haukedahl, the two young 
entrepreneurs who own and run 
this innovative and transformative 
business at 2717 E. 38th Street, an 
anchor retail tenant in the newish 
(38-28) 38th Street Station Apart-
ments. 

Tare Market is the big story on 
East 38th Street right now. The 
zeitgeist is “getting real about cli-
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One-Stop

$

One-Stop

Chicken Shop

Nicollet Ace Hardware 
38TH & NICOLLET AVE. SO. • (612) 822-3121

•  Powderhorn feed, local organic, GMO-free and non-ground

•  Organic starter, grower and layer 

•  Supplements, treats, feeders, waterers, bedding

Chicken Feed

y

We are open 

8 a.m. –8 p.m. Mon.–Sat.

y  9 A.M.–5 P.M. Sun.

129310_ChknSp_FB.indd   1 10/6/15   3:35 PM

New green deals on East 38th Street

Kate and Amber at Tare Market

mate chaos.” Most intelligent be-
ings on the planet are doing that in 
some way, even if it just means de-
spair or resignation. One approach 

is the zero-waste movement; www.
trend-hunter.eco has a page on the 
zero-waste model and even Bon 
Appetit has covered it recently. Tare 
Market is Minnesota’s very first ze-
ro-waste retailer. Zero-waste in this 

case mostly means close to zero 
packaging on your purchases, thus 
the “tare” part. Tare weight, as you 
may or may not know, is how much 

your container weighs when emp-
ty. If you’re paying high bucks per 
ounce for a bulk item, and you put 
it into a glass jar that you already 
own and that weighs many ounces, 
obviously you’re overpaying. So in 
bulk selling, you weigh the con-
tainer empty and then subtract that 
amount from the weight at the reg-
ister. Tare market carries a mod-
est (but growing) number of food 
and a few non-food staples sold in 
bulk. They also sell container-free 
bulk items to replace such things as 
toothpaste in tubes, shampoo and 
conditioner (which both come in 
bars or in bulk liquid), feminine 
hygiene items, actual shaved soap 
flakes for laundry and a vast array 
of makeup. And they sell a great 
selection of permanent container 
items, from beeswax food wrap, to 
lunch kits, to string shopping bags, 
to cloth coffee filters. Some items 
replace plastic with something bet-
ter—i.e., toothbrushes made of 
compostable bamboo and natural 
fiber bristles. 

Kate’s story: Kate is married 
with three children. She lives in 
the suburbs, has a background in 
biology and conservation, and is 
one of three moms-of-three (one 
urban, one rural, besides her) who 
run a blog for families trying to live 

Tare Market

Standish Cafe
2403 East 38th Street

Summer hours
Tues, Wed & Sun  7-3

Thurs - Sat  7-8
closed Mondays 

• dog friendly patio
• beer & wine
•

Everyday Brunching 

follow for 
upcoming events

612-886-3443

standish-cafe.com
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Family owned 
since 1975

Expert ASE 
Certified 

Technicians

Free Loaner Cars

2328 East 38th St. • 612-722-1211

PARENTS LOVE US! 
”One of a kind. You'll never find another school 

with SO much care for their students.”  
- Bonnie, Parent of a Friendship Academy Student  

Discover the Place Where...  
FRIENDSHIP &  

ACADEMIC  
EXCELLENCE  

MEET! 

NOW ENROLLING K-6TH! 
www.friendshipacademy.org 

612-879-6703  2600 E. 38th Street Mpls., MN 55406 

out the zero-waste challenge called 
www.zeroish.org. She and Amber 
met at the Nokomis Green Fair in 
2018 where both of them were pre-
senting or tabling. Before she “went 
zero-waste” she was proud because 
her family’s recycling far out-
weighed their trash. She was very 
concerned about the Elk River land-
fill, and other mega-garbage issues. 
She took the zero-waste challenge 
in 2018 and soon after that, got in-
volved with the blog. Since I have 
been passionate about alternatives 

to disposable diapers since my own 
first baby in 1975, I asked her about 
that, what’s available now. There 
have been great advances in cloth 
diaper technology, but the alterna-
tive I used, a diaper service, is still 
available for parents who lack their 
own laundry facilities or the time it 
takes. She mentioned a great local 
resource: Do Good Diapers, a local 
Minneapolis-based diaper service 
that also sells compostable dispos-
ables, wipes and disposal bags, for 
use in daycares or travelling. 

Amber’s story: Amber is mar-
ried and has a canine fur-baby. She 

lives in South Minneapolis and also 
has a background in a related field 
(environmental studies) and also 
took the zero-waste challenge, in 
2017. She maintains a blog called 
www.zero-wasted.net that predates 
the opening of Tare Market—she’s 
been selling alternative products 
and containers and bulk items on-
line since June 2017. She has taught 
community ed classes in zero-waste 
through Seward Co-op. She was 
kickstarted into becoming an en-
trepreneur after hearing a podcast 
about how women talk themselves 
out of taking risks, and started by 

convening a group of seven en-
thusiasts, which included Kate. 
The other five ended up not being 
co-owners but being a sort of advi-
sory and encouragement council, 
with each one of the seven hav-
ing a unique lens on the business, 
whether it was sustainable retail 
practices, marketing and media, or 
zero-waste fashion. She mentioned 
other activities that Tare Market did 
before opening and/or will do in 
the future— pop-ups, an email list, 
a booth at a Pinner’s conference, a 
mindful mending group. There is a 
Mindful Mending class coming up 

May 7 at the Tare Market at 7 p.m. 
Tare Market and Tiny Diner will be 
collaborating on a class called Sus-
tainability for Beginners on May 
18 at 1 p.m. (register through Tiny 
Diner).

Definitely check out Tare Mar-
ket. You don’t have to be zero-waste 
to start making small changes, and 
Kate and Amber welcome that ap-
proach. Kate says: “Don’t wait until 
you’re perfect. Start here.” Speaking 
of Tiny Diner and the Seward Co-
op, both of these strong, sustain-
ability-promoting organizations 
are also present on East 38th Street. 

38th Street, from page 7

0 9
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More than just a 

dream of brotherhood

By Paul Harvey

Contrib
uting Write

r

Dr. Martin
 Luther 

King Jr. 

has co
me to

 be re
vered

 as a hero
 

who led
 a nonviolent str

uggle to
 

refo
rm and red

eem the U
nited

 

State
s. His birth

day is cele
brat-

ed as a natio
nal holiday. T

ributes 

are p
aid to him on his d

eath
 an-

niversa
ry each April, a

nd his le
g-

acy is h
onored

 in multiple w
ays.

But, fr
om the p

ersp
ecti

ve of 

a histo
rian of re

ligion and civ
il 

rights, t
he tr

ue ra
dicalism

 of his 

thoughts r
emains underap

preci
-

ated
. The “c

ivil sa
int” portra

yed 

nowadays w
as, by the en

d of his 

life,
 a social and eco

nomic r
adi-

cal who argued forcef
ully for th

e 

neces
sity

 of ec
onomic ju

stic
e in

 

the pursuit of racial eq
uality.

Three partic
ular w

orks fr
om 

1957 to 1967 illu
stra

te h
ow King’s 

politic
al thought evolved from 

a hopefu
l re

former t
o a radical 

crit
ic.

King’s support fo
r W

hite 

moderates

For m
uch of th

e 19
50s, K

ing 

belie
ved that 

White 
southern

 

ministe
rs 

could provide mor-

al leadersh
ip. He thought the 

White r
acist

s of th
e South could 

be countere
d by the ministe

rs 

who took a sta
nd for eq

uality.
 At 

the ti
me, h

is c
oncern

 with eco
-

nomic ju
stic

e w
as a sec

ondary 

theme in
 his a

ddress
es a

nd po-

litic
al advocacy.

REMEMBERING THE RADICAL MLK

The whitewashing of 

King’s message and legacy

NEWS ANALYSIS

By Solomon Gustavo

Contrib
uting Write

r

It’s 
been 50 years s

ince M
ar-

tin Luther K
ing, Jr. 

was assassi-

nated
 while g

iving a speech
 in 

Memphis, T
enn. For th

ose w
ho 

heard King speak, word of his 

assassin
atio

n was trag
ic 

but 

unsurprisin
g. Dr. W

ornie R
eed, 

who marched with King and 

saw
 him speak  30 or 40 tim

es, 

noted that K
ing would often

 say
 

he did not ex
pect 

to live a long 

tim
e. 

However, 
Reed said, the 

last th
ing King or anyone w

ho 

worked with him anticip
ated

, 

along with many other B
lacks 

of th
e tim

e, w
as th

at 5
0 years la

t-

er th
ere 

would be lit
tle c

ivil and 

Black rights progress
 — even 

some re
gress

ion. 

A large deter
ren

t to con-

tinued progress
 is propagan-

da painting King as a sweet 

guy with a catc
hy speech

 de-

vice 
(dreams are nice) 

instea
d 

of as a sk
illed

 and calculatin
g 

social philosopher 
torquing 

deep-rooted gears o
f A

meric
an 

govern
ance a

nd cu
lture t

o rap
-

idly bring atte
ntion to the ur-

gent m
atte

rs o
f poverty

, racism
 

and war. 

Preci
pitati

ng King’s d
eath

 in 

1968 were 
huge miles

tones in 

the B
lack movement fo

r ri
ghts 

and resp
ect,

 like the passin
g 

of the Voting Rights and Fair 

Housing acts, 
among others.

Reed, w
ho is 

now a profes-

sor of sociology and Afric
ana 

studies a
nd direc

tor of th
e Race 

and Social Policy
 Resea

rch Cen-

ter a
t Virginia Tech

, also pointed
 

to the 19
67 Natio

nal A
dvisory 

Commissio
n on Civil D

isorders 

(also known as th
e K

ern
er C

om-

missio
n).

This was esse
ntially a com-

missio
n on Black riots, s

aid Reed, 

that h
ad only a few

 Blacks on it 

(including Roy W
ilkins). A

fter
 

its f
ormatio

n, the Black commu-

nity braced
 itse

lf fo
r another i

n-

sultin
g whitew

ashing of Black 

THE DREAM TODAY  

How are you living out 

Dr. King’s dream?

As w
e ce

lebrate
 and ref

lect
 on King’s ongoing leg

acy
, the M

SR 

took to
 the st

reet
s to

 fin
d out how vario

us co
mmunity members 

are 
working to 

live ou
t his d

ream
 today. In

terv
iew

s w
ere 

con-

ducted
 by MSR contrib

utors Onika Nicol
e Craven, Solom

on 

Gustavo an
d Chris J

uhn.

Cheniqua Johnson, 23, distr
ict 

outrea
ch coordinator for 

Hennepin County Commissi
oner A

ngela C
onley — Worthington, 

MN 

I am living out MLK’s 

dream by having faith in 

and dedication to God’s 

work. As a public s
ervant, I 

understa
nd that m

any spac-

es I 
have had the privilege 

of being in were not de-

signed for me or my com-

munity. Each day we make 

histo
ry. Each day we break 

systematica
lly oppressiv

e 

barrie
rs, 

we make Martin
 

Luther King, Jr.’s
 sacrif

ice 

and dream fru
itfu

l.

Andrea Jenkins, 5
8, City Councilm

ember —
 Minneapolis

I’m
 liv

ing out his d
ream 

as a
 voice for th

e voiceless 

[and] bringing forward th
e 

issu
es of poverty

 and in-

equality
 and how those 

things are continuing to 

negatively impact people 

of color, A
fric

an Americans, 

and poor people. One of th
e 

tenets 
that Dr. King real-

ly sto
od on was a

nti-p
over-

ty, and that’s 
the work that 

I’m
 continuously try

ing to 

move forward. 
Joyce 

Marrie
, 

founder, 

CrossR
oads 

Panoram
a 

— 

Richfield

The tru
e meaning of 

what it means to be free 

[is] 
sharing my creativity 

to a world that hurts 
for 

LOVE!

Joe Davis, 
32, poet 

and 

teac
hing art

ist —
 Minneapolis

My work is 
to empow-

er stu
dents 

of all ages to 

creatively use their voices 

speaking out against injus-

tices and to build what King 

called the “Beloved Com-

munity.”

Jiccarra
 Hollm

an, 27, founder, 
Living on Purpose, 

LLC — 

Minneapolis

I se
e m

yself
 as a ch

ange-

maker, 
activ

ator and lea
der. 

At le
ast o

nce a
 month I g

et 

to put on the uniform of th
e 

nation and be a part o
f so

me-

thing bigger t
han myself

. I 

am also liv
ing his d

ream by 

living the m
ost fr

ee lif
e th

at I 

can while m
aking and cre

at-

ing opportunities fo
r m

yself
 

and others 
and keeping an 

open heart a
nd open mind 

to all. 

Jason Griff
in, 44, se

curity
 —

 

Minneapolis

Martin
 

Luther 
King’s 

dream laid the brick of tol-

erance for th
e foundation for 

this s
ociety so

 we can sta
nd 

on it t
oday and celebrate our-

selves as Black people.
■  See Legacy on page 8

■  See Brotherhood on page 8

Government shutdown affectinG mLK ceLebrations across the country

By MSR Editors

While the Twin Citie
s may be chock 

full o
f events t

o celebrate Dr. M
artin

 Lu-

ther K
ing, Jr.

 Day, th
e partia

l government 

shutdown is affecting observance plans 

across t
he country. 

All 
government-fu

nded parks, 
mu-

seums and landmarks nationwide have 

been clo
sed sin

ce the shutdown began on 

Dec. 2
2 as border w

all fu
nding remains a 

major fig
ht in

 Washington, D.C. 

Now in its 
fourth week, many who 

planned to visit 
King’s b

irth
 home in At-

lanta or pay homage at his m
emorial m

on-

ument in Washington, DC will have to 

find alternatives if the shutdown is not 

over so
on. 

Here is a list of some historic sites that 

will r
emain closed until the shutdown 

ends. 

• Martin
 Luther King, Jr. 

Memorial in 

Washington, DC

• The Tuskegee Instit
ute and Tuskegee 

Airm
en national histo

ric 
site

s in
 Tuske-

gee, Al.  

• Martin
 Luther King Jr. 

National His-

torica
l Park in Atlanta — the site

 of 

King’s birth
 home and Ebenezer Bap-

tist
 Church where he pastored for eight 

years

• The Selma and Lowndes County in-

terpretative centers a
long the Selma to 

Montgomery National H
isto

rica
l Trail

Good news th
ough: sit

es lik
e The Mar-

tin Luther K
ing, Jr.

 Center fo
r N

onviolent 

Social Change in Atlanta are hostin
g a se-

ries of events in
 observance of th

e holiday. 

And, of co
urse, you can check out our tw

o-

page insert o
f events (o

n pp 6 & 7) happen-

ing throughout th
e sta

te to honor th
e civ-

il ri
ghts ic

on.

Dr. W
ornie Reed

Photo b
y Cecili

a Leonard

Tuesd
ay, January 

15 marked
 what would have 

been
 Dr. Martin

 Luther 
King’s 90th birth

day.  

More t
han 50 yea

rs a
fter

 his a
ssassin

ation, we ex
plore t

he la
stin

g effe
cts 

of the ic
onic a

ctiv
ist’s

 work a
nd 

how he m
ight vie

w Americ
a’s p

rogress
 toward his te

nets 
of ra

cial and eco
nomic ju

stic
e and civ

il ri
ghts.

THE MLK ISSUE

Martin Luther King, Jr. B
irth Home 

Photo 
cou

rtes
y Google

 King (center) t
alks with civil rights leaders and President 

Lyndon B. Johnson (right), a
t the White House in Washington, 

D.C., Jan. 18, 1964.  

 

Photo 
cou

rtes
y of A

P Photo

■  See SoUNd oFF  on page 8
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Twin Cities  

Black community was all over the NCAA

LIVING LEGEND: Larry Fitzgerald 

reflects on historic career

Sports columnist Larry Fitzgerald has 

been a prominent fixture in the sports jour-

nalism scene for more than three decades. He 

has a long-standing career as a radio broad-

caster, including as host of a weekly show on 

8.99 KMOJ FM. He has also written a column 

for the MSR for the past 35 years.

During the kickoff to the NCAA festiv-

ities in Minneapolis last week, Fitzgerald, 

along with a who’s who list of local leaders, 

including St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter III, 

was honored with an NCAA Legacy Award 

for his distinguished achievement and com-

munity service. Honorees at the April 5 cer-

emony were referred to as “living legends” 

and offered a plaque, along with words of 

appreciation.

Below, Fitzgerald took the time to reflect 

on his NCAA honor and his storied career.

MSR: What did receiving the NCAA Lega-

cy Award mean to you?

Larry Fitzgerald: Oh, it means a lot, obvi-

ously, because of what the NCAA is and how 

world-recognized they are. They control the 

athletes and the institution of [college] sports 

in all categories. And to recognize me as a 

living legend is significant. Even though I’ve 

had disagreements and I’ve been very criti-

cal of them over the years, I don’t take it for 

granted their recognizing my career in its to-

tality. So, I’m very grateful.

MSR: What do you want your legacy to be? 

How would you like to be remembered?

LF: Well, I think, I’d like to be known for be-

ing a good person. A God-fearing person. A 

great husband. [...]A father who worked hard 

and was dedicated to his community and 

who shared his successes with the commu-

nity and his family.

MSR: What was the most impactful mo-

ment of your career?

LF: To single out one thing is hard; there’s 

been many. I mean, in 1993 to interview Mi-

chael Jordan live on [on KFAN] radio and to 

have [hosted and produced] Dennis Green’s 

show for eight years. We’re talking about an 

NFL football coach, the second Black head 

coach in history.

Believe it or not, studies 

have shown that of all the fea-

tures on the face, eyebrows 

are actually the most impor-

tant. Eyebrows are our most 

recognized feature, they af-

fect our day-to-day grooming 

routines and, perhaps most 

importantly, help us convey 

emotions.
According to Taquisha Jal-

lah, owner of Bladed by Hair 

Love, a set of well-groomed 

eyebrows can also give you a 

confidence boost. Jallah first 

launched as a hair extensions 

provider, but has since ex-

panded into semi-permanent 

makeup services. 

Now, she helps her custom-

ers get their eyebrows in “for-

mation” with microblading, a 

tattooing technique for eye-

brows. She consults, shapes 

and etches in brows for cli-

ents who want thicker, fuller 

(or just some) eyebrows. And, 

with changing brow trends, 

it’s good to know the ink isn’t 

permanent, fading within 12-

18 months.
Here, the MSR chats with 

Jallah about the inspiration 

behind her newest venture 

and the difference a good 

brow can make. 

MSR: You do both micro-

blading and microshading? 

What’s the difference?

Taquisha Jallah: Microblad-

ing, specifically, is the hair-

like stroke. Microshading is 

more of the filling in of the 

brow — like when you fill in 

your brow with an eyebrow 

pencil. It’s more of a makeup-

y look. And, microblading is 

the most natural service.

MSR: What inspired you to 

expand your business into 

microblading?

TJ: I’m always thinking of 

new creative ideas and nich-

es to innovate my brand and 

myself. What really inspired 

me was knowing that it real-

ly wasn’t a big thing up here 

in Minnesota, yet — at least 

not within our [Black] com-

munity. It was a good way to 

transition out of just selling 

hair and into a new lane that 

hasn’t really been tapped into 

up here like that.

MSR: How long did it take 

you to learn that process?

TJ: Initially, I went to a so-

cialite on Instagram who was 

teaching classes in Chicago. 

That was just a one day, eight-

hour class and then I was a 

certified by her. When I came 

back to Minnesota, I had to 

learn all the legal state reg-

ulations and laws that went 

along with it.

I found out that I needed to 

do an apprenticeship — 200 

hours under a licensed tat-

too artist or body art techni-

cian. I found someone who 

[fit the criteria], was teaching 

classes, and had an opening 

for apprentices. She said what 

I had learned [from my cer-

tification] was not up to par 

and helped me level up. Then 

I got licensed with the state of 

Minnesota.

MSR: What makes your 

services stand out?

TJ: I’m certified and licensed. 

THE WRAP-UP

BLACK BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT: BLADED BY HAIR LOVE

■ See Legend on page 8

■ See BBS on page 8

Taquisha Jallah 

Submitted photo

Photo by Stephenetta Harmon

“It’s not just about beautification, 

but also taking back that power.”

W
hile the overwhelm-

ing majority of the 

NCAA basketball 

players are Black, many no-

ticed the lack of Blacks rep-

resented in the stands and 

in the visiting crowds. How-

ever small, though, the Black 

Twin Cities community (and 

visitors) played an active role 

throughout the festivities.

Black Coaches Connect

Outside of the big games, the 

Final Four action took over 

downtown Minneapolis this 

past weekend with Tip-Off 

Tailgate events, basketball 

camps, concerts, shopping 

experiences and, of course, 

championship-themed par-

ties.
Among the event high-

lights was a special night 

dedicated to NCAA’s Black 

college coaches. Hosted by 

Chad Groth, founder of Area 

Codes Basketball, the event 

served as a networking event 

for Black college coaches who 

had traveled from all across 

the country to attend the Fi-

nal Four.
“Being from North Min-

neapolis and having a rela-

tionship with every top Black 

coach in the industry, I want-

ed to put on something spe-

cial where they could net-

work and connect with 

other coaches from around 

the country,” said Groth. 

Among those in atten-

dance were Greate White, 

CCBC-Catonsville; Edward 

“Buck” Joyner, Hampton; 

Justin Hutson, Fresno State; 

Raymond Broughton, Fay-

etteville State; Deshawn Mc-

Cain, Fayetteville State; Rob-

ert Jones, Norfolk State; Vince 

Taylor, UCF; and Kevin Nor-

ris, UCF. Minneapolis great 

Khalid El-Amin, who was 

three-time Minnesota State 

Player of the Year, also made 

an appearance. 

The event was hosted at 

GoldRoom Restaurant & 

Lounge in downtown Min-

neapolis, which is also Black-

owned.
“We wanted to be in a space 

that was comfortable and al-

lowed us to be ourselves,” 

said Groth.

Rooftop sounds

Minnesota’s own DJ 

D.I.M.E. served as the offi-

cial deejay for Coca-Cola —

which was the official drink

during the Final Four. “There

was a nice representation of

us,” said D.I.M.E. of the event

crowds. “It’s a national event,

so there were people from all

over,” she said. noting that

■ See Wrap-up on page 8

(l-r) Melvin Carter III and Larry Fitzgerald

Photo by Ray Richardson

Homeownership can be more than a dream…with a bit of planning

By Paige Elliott

Digital Editor

Most of us know that African Amer-

icans face the highest disparities when it 

comes to homeownership, but don’t let 

the dismal stats fool you. Through fi-

nancial discipline, education and plan-

ning, homeownership can, indeed, be 

yours. That was the central takeaway 

from Sister Spokesman’s most recent 

gathering on April 6.

The hour-long discussion, held at 

Lifesource in Minneapolis, remained 

upbeat even when the conversation 

touched on some of the biggest chal-

lenges to buying a home, namely poor 

credit.
“You have to have discipline,” ad-

vised panelist Trent Bowman, vice pres-

ident of community development at 

KleinBank, a division of Old National 

Bank. “Build your credit score one cred-

it card at a time,” he said. 

“You didn’t ruin your credit overnight 

and you’re not going to be able to fix it 

overnight. Talk to your financial coach 

[at] PRG, PPL [Project for Pride in Liv-

ing] or the Minneapolis Urban League, 

and then strategically start rebuilding 

your credit scores.”

He further illustrated his point by 

sharing a personal story. “I had great 

credit [but] lost my job and lost every-

thing and had to rebuild.

“I rebuilt my credit by buying furni-

ture,” he explained. “I took one room 

at a time. I started with my bedroom… 

then I paid that off. Then I got my liv-

ing room set and I paid for that… Next 

thing I know, my credit 

score started to grow.”

 Bowman encouraged 

attendees not to settle for 

the bare minimum. “Why 

are we a culture of people who are get-

ting in with a 580 [credit score] and get-

ting ourselves pigeon-holed into one 

product [bank loan offer]?” he asked. 

“Why can’t we shoot for the 680s, 700s, 

740s so we can qualify for all the prod-

ucts? Shoot for a high score, so you can 

Photos by Steve Floyd

Shawna Frazier fields an audience question

■ See HomeoWnerSHip on page 8
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By Chris Juhn
Editorial Intern

Hundreds of Rep. Ilhan Omar support-
ers faced off with President Trump 
supporters during a protest against 

the president’s Minnesota visit. Protesters 
lined both sides of the street in front of Nuss 
Trucking in Burnsville on Monday where 
Trump’s motorcade passed through. 

Rep. Omar supporters marched along 
one side carrying “I Stand With Ilhan” signs, 
amongst others, in protest of Trump’s tweet 
sharing an edited video of Omar that connect-
ed her to 9/11.

 “You put a target on the back of a sitting 
congresswoman,” Jaylani Hussein, the exec-

utive director of the Community on Ameri-
can Islamic Relations, Minnesota (CAIR MN) 
shouted via megaphone to Trump’s motorcade 
as it made its way past the protesters. 

“Today, Minnesotans came out to support Il-
han and to tell President Trump that Minneso-
tan values do not align with his values,” CAIR 
told the MSR. “Our protest is mixed with…
different ages, groups, peoples’ backgrounds. 
Minnesota will continue to lead this nation 
by sending people like Congresswoman Il-
han Omar [to Washington] as well as to reject 
Trump’s policies.” 

Since Trump’s tweet, Rep. Omar said she 
has been plagued with death threats. “I have 
experienced an increase in direct threats on 

my life — many directly referencing or reply-
ing to the President’s video,” said Omar, who 
was not in attendance, in a recent statement. 

Omar also shared that counties that host-
ed Trump rallies in 2016 saw a “226 percent in-
crease in hate crimes” as well as increases in 
assaults. 
“Violent crimes and other acts of hate by right-
wing extremists and White nationalists are on 
the rise in this country and around the world,” 
said Omar. “We can no longer ignore that they 
are being encouraged by the occupant of the 
highest office in the land. 

“Violent rhetoric and all forms of hate 
speech have no place in our society, much less 
from our country’s Commander in Chief,” she 

continued. “We are all Americans. This is en-
dangering lives. It has to stop.”

Chris Juhn welcomes reader responses to cjuhn@
spokesman-recorder.com.

Photos above from left to right:

Jaylani Hussein  
– Photo by Chris Juhn

Ilhan Omar 
– Photo by Mandel Ngan/AFP/Getty Images

Asma Mohammed Nizami, advocacy director 
at Reviving the Islamic Sisterhood for 
Empowerment

– Photo by Chris Juhn

Rep. Omar supporters protest Trump visit

By Dwight Hobbes
Contributing Writer

Knowledge is power when 
it comes to living on the right 
side of the law. This is espe-
cially true for Minnesota’s 
formerly incarcerated who 
are forced to subsist on so-
ciety’s sidelines, where the 
stigma of a criminal record 
commonly relegates the re-
habilitated and impenitent 
alike. 

The upcoming Minne-
sota Second Chance Coali-
tion (MSCC) Resource Fair 
on April 24 seeks to capi-
talize on the age-old adage 
by providing access to re-
sources to help those reen-
tering from the criminal jus-
tice system. In partnership 
with Goodwill Easter Seals 
of Minnesota, the event cele-

brates Second Chance Month 
where individuals and fami-
lies can meet local providers 
and learn about programs to 
overcome reentry barriers.

“They can’t take advantage 
of resources they don’t know 
exist,” said MSCC Board 
member Randy Anderson. 

“The idea of a resource fair 
is to help bring together a 

broad spectrum of commu-
nity resources available for 
those who have involvement 
with or have been impacted 
by the [criminal] justice sys-
tem,” said Anderson. “[Those 
resources include] employ-

ment providers, housing pro-
viders, treatment providers.

“The point of the fair is to 
show that there are resources, 
but they’re not easy to find. 
We hear people coming out 
of prison saying they don’t 
know resources exist. A lot 
of them feel they don’t have 
help and will resort back to 
their old behaviors.”

Anderson, who has a BA 
and is a licensed alcohol 
and drug counselor (LADC) 
as well as a criminal justice 
reform advocate, has been 

Career Fair targets professionals of color
By Solomon Gustavo
Contributing Writer

The POC Career Fair returns this spring, anoth-
er day-long hiring event for the professionals of col-
or (POC) in Minnesota. The fair at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center on April 30 will feature some 
30 employers aiming to connect with under-em-
ployed talent. 

“It’s a career fair, not a job fair,” Sharon Smith-
Akinsanya, event founder and CEO of the Rae 
Mackenzie Group, made clear in a recent interview 
with the MSR. She sees solving the problem of ed-
ucated people of color unable to find professional 
work as her niche. 

Minnesota’s POC community is already in bad 
shape when it comes to jobs, so being hit with a 
workforce shortage spells crisis. There are talent-
ed, educated, well-trained people of color already 

being ignored who might get pushed further back. 
“We have a crisis in the state of Minnesota,” said 

Smith-Akinsanya. She said the unemployment 
rate currently among people of color (POC), es-
pecially among Blacks and Latinx, is two to four 
times higher than Whites’. This bodes badly, she 
noted, with 2020 state workforce outlooks forecast-
ing a roughly 100,000 employee shortage. 

It’s a problem she got the state to recognize, first 
meeting with then-Gov. Mark Dayton about the is-
sue before launching the career fair in 2016.

The current state administration and Twin Cit-
ies leaders also agree: Gov. Tim Walz, Lt. Gov. Peg-
gy Flanagan, and Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey 
and St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter all will be in at-
tendance. 

Smith-Akinsanya aims to bridge the gap with 
the career fairs. She doesn’t believe employers 

Boosting self-healing through cryotherapy

Branden Johnson has been on a heal-
ing mission since his former days in the 
NBA Development League. He was 
first introduced to cryotherapy, a form 
of medical therapy, after NBA greats Ja-
son Kidd and Jason Terry suggested he 
try it out. 

“I literally fell in love with it,” said 

Johnson, who then researched every-
thing he could about the service, which 
was brand new to the U.S. “People were 
just kind of finding out about cryothera-
py at that point.”

Figuring he had gone as far as he 
would in the pro-basketball world, pur-
chased his own cryotherapy machine to 

become the third business in the coun-
try to offer the service. 

“I opened with just a machine and an 
office back in 2010,” he said of his first 
location in downtown Minneapolis. He 
opened up another shop a few years lat-
er, sold that, and then opened his latest 
venture, Therapy of Champions, two 
and half years ago.

We caught up with Johnson to find 
out what cryotherapy is, why he thinks 
it’s a game-changer in whole body heal-
ing, and what success looks like to him.

MSR: Tell us about Therapy of 
Champions.
Branden Johnson: It’s a human mainte-
nance facility. We specialize in helping 
people maintain their body so they do 
not have to go to the doctor every time 
they’re injured because they’re not get-
ting injured. And we help with inflam-
mation management. 

MSR: What is your primary service? 

BJ: Whole body cryotherapy is the num-
ber-one thing that we do — it helps ac-
tivate the emergency response so the 
body goes into an instant place of heal-
ing. 

MSR: How does it work?
BJ: With cryotherapy, you get to almost 
220 degrees below zero and you stay 
in the cryotherapy chamber for about 
three minutes. We use vaporized liquid 
nitrogen to actually help surround the 
body, and it forces the body to start that 
fight or flight response. 

MSR: And that helps…?
BJ:  Cryotherapy helps release endor-
phins — it’ll help get get rid of stress 
very fast. It also forces the body to uti-
lize all available nutrients and helps to 
reset a lot of the body’s natural capabili-
ty to heal on its own.

MSR: What other services do you 
provide outside of the cryotherapy?
BJ: We have a number of other therapies 

that are really just tailored to helping 
the body operate at an optimum level 
where it’s not building up inflamma-
tion, making sure the lymphatic system 
is circulating appropriately, and just re-
ally kind of pushing the body to always 
be in a place where it’s trying to heal.

MSR: How has business been? 
BJ: It’s been good. There’s been a ton 
of ups and downs as a small business 
owner and people just kind of learning 
about what the therapy is. 

When I first opened up, my first 
clients were the Timberwolves because 
I was already in that kind of arena. But, 
outside of that I maybe had a couple 
random lawyers or doctors that were 
also downtown looking for ways to 
optimize.

MSR: Now you work with athletes 
throughout the state. What’s been the 
most rewarding part? 

Reentry fair offers formerly 
incarcerated ‘second chance’ 

“We are in a moment where  
the energy for reform is high 

locally and nationally.”

■  See Career fair on page 5

■  See SeCond ChanCe on page 5

BLACK BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT: THERAPY OF CHAMPIONS

■  See SBS on page 5
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Branden Johnson

By Mel Reeves
Contributing WriterN ow well into its third week, the tri-

al of former police officer Mohamed 

Noor has put the Minneapolis Police 

Department’s “blue wall of silence” in the 

forefront, along with issues of transparency 

and inconsistencies amongst its officers.

Noor, a Black Somali immigrant, is facing 

second-degree murder and manslaughter 

charges for fatally shooting Justine Ruszczyk 

Damond on July 15 after he and his partner, 

Matthew Harrity, responded to a 911 call 

about a possible sexual assault. According to 

police reports, Noor shot Damond while sit-

ting in the passenger seat of his squad car as 

she approached the driver’s side. 

He is only the second police officer in re-

cent memory to be charged in Minnesota for 

killing someone in the course of duty, which 

many in the community have attributed to 

his skin color and religion. 

“They can ‘look good’ by going after a cop 

without actually doing so,” commented Mi-

chelle Gross of Communities against Po-

lice Brutality on Facebook. “No part of this 

is about actually disrupting the system they 

are all a part of.”Wall of silenceMultiple police officers have testified that, 

after arriving on the scene of the shooting, 

they advised Noor to not incriminate himself. 

Some even turned off their cameras, thus ef-

fectively enacting the department’s infa-

mous “blue wall of silence.” 

Officer Jesse Lopez testified in court that 

he told Noor, “Hang on. We gotta shut [the 

recording device] off. Just keep to yourself. 

Keep your mouth shut until you have to say 

anything to anybody.”
Officer Mark Ringgenberg, who shot and 

killed unarmed Jamar Clark in 2015, also ad-

vised Noor to keep quiet. Ringgenberg testi-

fied, “I just told [Noor] not to say anything.”
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■  See Noor on page 8

Mostly White environmental groups downplay Black issues

NEWS ANALYSIS
By Hazel Trice Edney

Contributing WriterAs environmental justice bat-

tles rage around the country, 

thousands of African American 

children and adults are being 

left out of the conversation. Ac-

cess to clean drinking water, lead 

paint abatement programs, and 

affordable energy bills are vital 

to the health and financial well-

being of communities — espe-

cially low-income families of col-

or. Yet the disparities continue to  

According to the U.S. Institute of 

Health, cockroach allergens are 

detected in 85 percent of inner-

city homes, and 60 to 80 percent 

“of inner-city children with asth-

ma are sensitized to cockroaches 

based on the skin prick testing.” 

While Minnesota overall has 

good air quality, Twin Cities air 

pollution kills nearly 2,000 peo-

ple a year. “Children in the Twin 

Cities metro area go to the ER for 

asthma at a rate nearly twice that 

of children in Greater Minneso-

ta,” according to the 2019 Envi-

ronment and Energy Report 

Card by the Minnesota Environ-

mental Quality Board (EQB). 

 “In some Minneapolis zip 

codes, asthma hospitalization 

rates for children are four times 

higher than the rest of the state,” 

reads the EQB report. “Poorer air 

quality in the metro area could 

be a contributing factor, and ef-

forts to reduce air pollution are a 

critical part of addressing the dis-

parities.” A Center for American Prog-

ress report found that water con-

tamination disparately “plagues 

low-income areas and communi-

ties of color across the nation.” 

The EQB report card ranks 

the unhealthy nitrate level in 

Minnesota’s groundwater as 

consistently “poor,” largely be-

cause “removing nitrate from tap 

water is expensive. “
The National Institute of 

Health reports “use of nitrate-

contaminated drinking water to 

prepare infant formula is a well-

known risk factor for infant met-

hemoglobinemia,” a condition 

known as “blue baby syndrome” 

that could lead to coma or death. 

In addition, 11.2 percent of Af-

rican American children who 

live in urban areas are at risk for 

lead poisoning caused by lead-

based paint, according to the 

Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention.Such 
disparities 

are 

only heightened by elite 

environmental organizations 

East Siders give back
One of the Twin Cities’ new-

est soul food spots is look-

ing to make a lasting impres-

sion that goes beyond a great 

plate of food. Momma’s Kitch-

en opened September 2018 to 

great fanfare for its three co-

owners and friends: Hamza 

Muridi, Wintana Melekin and 

celebrity chef DeMarco Cav-

il who has has cooked for the 

likes of the Minnesota Wild, 

Magic Johnson and Bill Clinton.

Their menu covers every-

thing that is quintessential to 

Southern cuisine, from south-

ern fried wings and Cajun cat-

fish to rice bowls, lamb chops 

and sambusas.

The MSR caught up with 

Melekin, who has gone from 

community organizing and 

public policy reform to econom-

ic development, to find out how 

these three got connected and 

their goal of investing in the 

community. MSR: Tell us about Momma’s 

Kitchen.Wintana Melekin: [Our] busi-

ness is a soul food restaurant in 

partnership between three peo-

ple — me, Hamza Muridi, and 

head chef DeMarco Cavil. De-

marco is an amazing chef. He 

was a chef for Minnesota Tim-

berwolves and other stadiums 

across the country and he al-

ways wanted to build some-

thing in Minnesota on the East 

Side [of Saint Paul], which is 

where he’s from.MSR: What would you consid-

er your top seller on the menu?

WM: The number-one seller 

is our Mac Bowl. It’s a bowl of 

macaroni and cheese topped 

with seasonal vegetables and 

a choice of chicken, steak or 

shrimp, spicy or non-spicy.
MSR: How did you pick your 

location?WM: It was really important for 

us to have a business on the East 

Side of Saint Paul — where all 

three of us are from. The busi-

ness is literally five blocks from 

where I grew up, and I’ve lived 

there since I moved to the Unit-

ed States [from Eritrea].
MSR: In what ways do you see 

your business impacting the 

community?

WM: You get to see three 

young Black leaders from the 

East Side of Saint Paul invest-

ing on the East Side of Saint 

Paul. We wanted to invest in 

the community that raised us 

and made us. I wouldn’t be 

where I am today without all 

of the community leaders on 

the East Side, and I wanted to 

be a community leader myself. 

My other two partners are al-

so from the East Side, and they 

feel the exact same way.
MSR: How else are you 

impacting the community?

WM: We prioritize hiring 

people 
with 

criminal 

backgrounds, and we 

prioritize in hiring people 

from the East Side of Saint 

Paul. Every time you invest in 

us, you don’t just invest in the 

owners — you invest in the 

community. 

BLACK BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT: 

MOMMA’S KITCHEN

From radical student to retiring professorThe 50-year career of U of M’s Dr. John S. Wright 

By Solomon Gustavo

Contributing WriterFor Dr. John S. Wright, change has been a long 

time coming. Nearly five decades ago, he helped 

make history as an antagonist for civil rights and 

racial equity at the University of Minnesota (U of 

M). He went on to teach African American & Afri-

can Studies — a department he helped create and 

shape — and English for 35 years. 

Now the U of M professor is ready to hang up 

his teaching hat from the school where he earned 

his bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate degrees. 

As a student, Wright was a key figure in a 

group that brought Martin Luther King, Jr. to 

campus in 1967. In the aftermath of King’s assassi-

nation the following year, Wright and the student-

led Afro-American Action Committee’s (AAAC) 

protest demands pushed the university to estab-

lish an African American Studies program. 

“Stokely Carmichael came in 1967 to Williams 

Arena,” said Wright. “That event is largely forgot-

ten.”
That, said Wright, is what the university’s ad-

ministration hoped Black students and everyone 

else would do after enough time passed follow-

ing King’s death and the subsequent outpouring 

of emotion. “King’s assassination was on a Friday,” Wright 

recalled. “That weekend over 100 American cities 

were under flames.”
Wright said he and other young Black people 

were influenced by what was happening nation-

ally. With the AAAC, they protested alongside the 

rest of the country. “Radical organizations were 

part of our worldview,” said Wright.

Following the protests, the university formed a 

task force to study the best way to move forward. 

One month passed, then three months, then five. 

Protestors march over contaminated water crisis in Flint, Michigan.Photo Credit: Rebecca Cook / Reuters

■  See ENviroNmENtal on page 8

■  See BBS on page 8

John S. Wright  

Photo by Chris Juhn

■  See Wright on page 8

(top photo, l-r) Hamza Muridi, Wintana Melekin and chef DeMarco 

Cavil   
 

 
Photo by Alvin Washington
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Coach McKenzie helps 

diversify Final Four operations

By Ray Richardson

Contrib
uting Writer

The last 
time Minneapo-

lis h
osted the Final Four in

 2001, 

Minneapolis 
North Boys’ Bas-

ketball Coach Larry McKenzie 

helped the NCAA run a camp for 

local youth. That was essentially 

McKenzie’s only contribution to 

one of th
e world’s m

ost ce
lebrat-

ed sportin
g events.

Eighteen years later, McKen-

zie’s co
nnectio

n to the Final Four 

has gone through a major up-

grade: fr
om the gym to the board 

room.

“We needed to reach into some 

networks th
at we weren’t a part 

of,” Kate Mortenson, CEO of the 

Final Four local organizing com-

mittee, sa
id of McKenzie. “

Larry 

has m
ade a huge difference with 

his w
isdom, su

pport, e
ncourage-

ment and inspiration to make 

sure the Final Four here is i
nclu-

sive.”
Mortenson reached out to 

McKenzie two years ago to be-

come a part o
f th

e committee’s 

Impact Advisory Council (IAC), 

a select group of business and 

community leaders brought to-

gether to
 ensure the Final Four 

provided economic a
nd employ-

ment opportunities for people of 

color.
McKenzie has 

been an 

integral part of stra
tegies that 

helped the IAC identify minority
 

contractors a
nd young people of 

color to work on the business si
de 

By Dwight Hobbes

Contrib
uting Writer

H
omelessness, 

ever-pres-

ent th
ough it i

s, d
oesn’t 

have to be everlast-

ing. “It is
 a totally solvable issu

e,” 

said Minnesota Coalitio
n for th

e 

Homeless (MCH) Executive Di-

rector Senta Leff. “
This is

 about 

correctin
g the system.”

 Said system, however, has 

seen a 10 percent increase in the 

state’s homeless p
opulation over 

the past th
ree years, a

ccording to 

Wilder Research’s 2018 Minneso-

ta H
omeless

 Study released earlier 

this m
onth. 

Wilder deployed thousands of 

volunteers to
 conduct m

ore than 

4,000 in-person interview
s w

ith 

individuals about how they be-

came homeless and what they 

need to get back on their feet, 

which, Leff acknowledged, can’t 

take into account those who 

weren’t su
rveyed.  

The estim
ation is that, since 

2015,
 there was a 62 percent in

-

crease in homeless w
ho were not 

in a formal shelter, and the rate of 

unsheltered children went up 56 

percent.

“Sixty-three of M
innesota’s 87 

counties do not have a fixed site
 

shelter. If we maintain the sta-

tus quo, this dangerous trend 

line will c
ontinue,” said Leff in

 

a press release. 
“Encampments 

will b
ecome more frequent, and 

the number of Minnesotans 

sleeping outsid
e in life

-threaten-

ing temperatures will continue 

to clim
b.”

Leff to
ld the MSR that as bleak 

as co
nditions are for th

ose who 

can fin
d shelter, it 

is c
atastro

ph-

ic fo
r th

ose who can’t. T
hose un-

fortunate ones w
ind up subsist-

ing under bridges, in cars and 

trucks, and in makeshift 
en-

campments li
ke the tent village 

South Minneapolis s
aw this past 

winter, amongst o
ther last-d

itch
 

resources.  

“The number of people who 

can’t even get into a shelter has 

spiked dramatically,”
 said Leff. 

“They’re living outsid
e.” 

MCH hosted Homeless Day 

on the Hill o
n March 13 to publi-

cize the dilemma and bring pres-

sure to bear on politic
ians hold-

ing the purse stri
ngs.

“It w
as re

ally powerful,” Leff 

told MSR.  “About 850 people 

turned out fro
m across th

e state. 

We fill
ed a hearing room to ca-

pacity
 and they opened an over-

flow room for us, th
en a second 

overflow room. More than any-

thing, people with [homeless] e
x-

BLACK BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT: K’S REVOLUTIONARY CATERING

These Minneapolis women broke cheerleading color barriers

By Kenneth Foxworth

Contrib
uting Writer

Few people realize that not only did 

women’s athletic c
heerleading originate 

right here in Minnesota, but also that 

several str
ong Africa

n America
n wom-

en made history by breaking the cheer-

leading color barrier. 

Until 19
23, cheerleading had been an 

exclusively White male activ
ity. 

That 

year, the University
 of Minnesota be-

came the firs
t sch

ool in America
 to allow 

female cheerleaders. I
t remained an all-

White activ
ity there, h

owever, until Da-

na Purdue Willia
ms became the firs

t Af-

rica
n America

n cheerleader at the U of 

M in 1975. 

Below is W
illia

ms’ st
ory, a

long with 

those of tw
o other earlier ch

eerleading 

first
s that inspired her to pursue her 

own dream.  

Dana Purdue Willia
ms  

This 1975 Washburn High School 

graduate who went on to become the 

U of M’s first
 Black cheerleader. She 

says th
at at an early age she watched 

her m
other, H

arriet Bowman Solomon, 

cheerleading in the kitch
en, living room, 

or anywhere else where she had space 

and a chance. S
he watched her m

other 

and her m
other’s b

est fr
iend Gwendo-

lyn Morrow Fractio
n making moves, all 

while having fun. 

Willia
ms recalls her mother enroll-

ing her in ballet cla
sses at the tender age 

of six
. At age 10, she attended the 

Minnesota Dance Theater chil-

dren’s w
orkshop where she be-

came an apprentice and mas-

tered the program by age 15. 

She thought all of th
at expe-

rience and her m
om’s example 

put her in positio
n to make Min-

nesota Gopher history. “
When I 

saw the 1975 tryout poster for the 

University
 of Minnesota cheer-

leading squad, I tr
uly knew that 

I was ready to go complete,” says 

Willia
ms. “I saw myself being a 

Gopher ch
eerleader at the age of 

seven. I p
lanned this all m

y life
, 

and no one was going to stop me 

from pursuing my dream!” 

As 
Willia

ms 
took her 

inspiration from her mother and 

Fractio
n, so did she take their 

career advice, 
becoming a flig

ht 

attendant for 40 years a
t Delta/
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State action urged to curb 

rising homelessness

A mother testifies during Homeless Day on the Hill

Photo by Thai Phan-Quang

 Photo b
y Chris Ju

hn

■  See Homeless on page 8
Larry McKenzie (c) coaching North High boy’s basketball team  

 

 

Photo by Steve Kotvis

■  See CoaCH on page 8

Food that satisfies body and soul

Northsiders 
Mariam Omari and 

Kotiareenia Taylor (k
nown as C

hef K) 

have turned catering into a movement. 

Though they have earned a powerful 

word-of-mouth reputation for custom 

taco bars a
nd vegan- and meat-fri

endly 

East A
frica

n dishes along with an ever-

rotating menu of foods fro
m the Africa

n 

diaspora, the two are more focused on 

“normalizing” the idea of healthy eating.

“To us, it
’s n

ot healthy [food], it 
just 

is food,” said Omari. 
Whereas soci-

ety looks at it a
s “O

h my God, you’re a 

healthy eater,” we’re saying, “No, I’m 

just eating food.”

Here, t
he MSR chats w

ith the two ca-

terers a
bout th

eir p
assio

n for fo
od and 

community and the missio
n behind 

their business. 

MSR: How did you get sta
rted?

Mariam Omari: 
We were just brain-

storming. We just ca
me together and, es-

sentially, j
ust th

rough conversation and 

figuring out that we both had such com-

plementary skills, 
[realized] that this 

would be an awesome venture to take 

on.

MSR: Had either of you worked in ca-

tering or any sort o
f fo

od services be-

fore?

MO: We have a combined total of almost 

40 years of working for other people and 

making them rich
. I’ve been in the food 

service industry
 for about 23 years.

Chef K
: I g

rew
 up with food. My fam-

ily’s fr
om New Orleans and Florida, so 

it’s i
n my blood. I’ve been cooking since I 

was a kid, but professio
nally since I w

as 

probably around 18 or 19.
 I opened up a 

few
 local places in

 Minneapolis a
nd St. 

Paul and worked for so
me pretty awe-

some chefs b
oth in New Orleans and 

Minneapolis.

MSR: What’s 
it like working in a 

partnership?

MO: It’s
 no different than driving on the 

freeway. You’ve got to stay in your lane. 

Chef is 
the chef and I am the sous ch

ef 

and the marketer. W
e keep our roles dis-

tinct. 

MSR: What kinds of food do you 

prepare?

MO: Our m
ain focus is 

the Africa
n di-

aspora — that in
cludes A

sian, Africa
n, 

Latin America
, East Africa

, and West 

Africa
.

CK: One of our most p
opular entrees is 

Maharagwe, w
hich is a

n East A
frica

n 

dish made with beans, co
conut milk and 

some other sp
ices.

MO: It’s
 inspired by my mother and my 

aunt. Because we focus on whole foods, 

we can cre
ate menus —

 vegan, vegetar-

ian, pescatarian — and offer m
eals th

at 

will, a
s much as possib

le, s
atisfy

 vegans 

as well as meat eaters. S
o, if y

ou had Ma-

haragwe and rice
 you’re going to be just 

as sa
tisfi

ed whether you’re a meat eater 

or not.

MSR: How did you come up with the 

name? Revolutionary is a
 pretty stro

ng 

term.

MO: The thing about K’s Revolutionary 

Catering is t
hat [healthy eating] is 

a rev-

olution. We’ve been conditioned in our 

community to not understa
nd what au-

thentic fo
od is ri

ght now. We’re in an era 

that boxed food is e
verything. 

CK: We want you to eat things th
at are 

essentially going to help you with circ
u-

lation and just uplift y
our sp

irit. 
We use 

ingredients th
at will fe

ed your soul.

MSR: W
hat’s t

hat process b
een lik

e in 

building a business?

MO: Chef and I have been building this 

very organically, 
meaning that we’re 

learning the language of business a
nd 

learning the functio
nalitie

s of it. 
Under-

standing your role within your busi-

ness, a
ll th

at stu
ff is

 very different. So, 

we have mentors li
ke NEON [Northside 

Economic O
pportunity Network], and I 

take classes.

MSR: What were some of the 

challenges in
 opening?

MO: When I sa
y organic, w

e don’t owe 

anyone. W
e don’t have loans out. T

he 

first
 year of business, 

we committed 

every dollar we got, w
e just p

ut it r
ight 

back in the firs
t year. So, th

e sacrifi
ce 

was real, it w
as gangster. 

The second year, w
e made a couple 

of dollars b
ut nothing regular. This year, 

we have payroll, w
e have checks th

at 

come every two weeks. W
e had to take 

steps, sm
all baby steps.

Mariam Omari (l)
 and Kotiareenia Taylor (r) m

eal prepping
Photos by Chris J

uhn

■  See BBs on page 8

■  See CHeerleaders on page 8

 (l-r
) Harriet Bowman Solomon, Gwendolyn Morrow Fraction were 

honored at St. Peter’s Church in Mpls. by Rev. Carla Mitchell

Dana Purdue Willia
ms in 1975

Kotiareenia Taylor  and Mariam Omari
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By Stephenetta Harmon

Editor-in-Chief

M
innesota has a rich reputation for 

being one of the greatest states to 

live and work unless you are Af-

rican American or a person of color. And, 

every few months, a new report surfaces 

to remind us of this — highlighting loom-

ing disparities ranging from economics and 

criminal justice to education and housing. 

The latest, from the Brookings Institution 

Metropolitan Policy Program, shows the 

Twin Cities continues to grow and prosper 

while communities of color are not enjoying 

the same benefits —
 and the disparities are 

only widening. 

The 2019 Metro Monitor surveyed eco-

nomic growth, prosperity, and inclusion in 

the nation’s 100 largest metropolitan areas in 

2017. Minneapolis was among the worst per-

forming, ranking 88th when it came to racial 

inclusion and 83rd for relative poverty. 

“The fact that we continue to grow as a 

region in every other facet, and are mak-

ing progress in employment and business 

growth, while the wage gap widens should 

deeply concern us all,” said Tawanna Black, 

founder and CEO of Center for Economic In-

clusion (CEI), noting that successful commu-

nities of color will boost Minnesota’s overall 

bottom line.

This starts with “demand[ing] transfor-

mational change,” Black said. “We must 

work together to remind our elected officials, 

business leaders, and nonprofit and philan-

thropic leaders that we don’t only want pro-

gram results, we need a growing economy 

that includes us,” she added. “It’s possible. 

It’s critical. And the time is now.”

Economic and political leaders across the 

state have been weighing in much more in-

tentionally over the past year, raising the vol-

ume on their calls for change.

“When will we demand a concrete 

action plan be developed with clear 

investments with measurable benchmarks 

SOUND OFF

Are Black Americans due 

reparations? If so, what 

does that look like to you?

With reparations being such a hot-button topic, thanks, in part, to a
 vi-

ral clip
 from Trevor Noah and City of Minneapolis Councilmember An-

drea Jen
kins callin

g for real c
onversatio

n, the MSR was inspired to hit the 

streets
 to find out what our communities th

ink. Interviews were conduct-

ed by MSR contributors Onika Nicole C
raven and Stephenetta H

armon.

Yes, but how could we, simply, 

monetize our pain? And there is 

so much restorative work that 

needs to be done, in terms 

of criminal justice, educa-

tion reform, housing, etc. 

It would have to be both 

monetary and restorative 

— without both happen-

ing in tandem, we’ve done 

nothing. And if the repara-

tions don’t look like a repair 

of the system, there is no rep-

aration. 

Every structure that exists 

today would have to be torn 

down. The system is not bro-

ken, it is 
functioning as precise-

ly as it’s su
pposed to function and failing precisely the people who 

it’s designed to fail. So, if we still a
re operating within that struc-

ture of White supremacy and not addressing key issues, just get-

ting a check alone will mean nothing. Could we handle White peo-

ple preaching that racism no longer exists post payoff? Didn’t we 

get enough of that during the Obama era?

I believe as Black Ameri-

cans, our reparation is well 

overdue. Not to put a par-

ticular amount that is due 

back, but I believe each 

person over 21 should re-

ceive a weekly check for 

the rest of our lives (eg; 

$3,500/week) non-taxed! 

Yes, I believe so. I believe the 

amends should come in the 

form of changing systemic 

laws that have and do hold 

some African Americans 

back from progressing 

in the U.S. I also feel any 

money paid should go to-

wards education, housing, 

community rebuilding, etc. 

so there is a greater long-

term benefit thus providing 

empowerment and economic 

growth to the current and future 

generations of people.

“I don’t think we 

need to be looking 

at new ideas and 

solutions. We need to 

be going back to our 

roots of cooperative 

economics.”

By Solomon Gustavo

Contributing Writer

Hundreds of young Black 

men converged at the Minneso-

ta State Capitol to take control 

of their future and change per-

ceptions of what it means to be a 

Black man in America. 

More than 300 Patrick Hen-

ry staff, stu
dents, and their sup-

porters, outfitted in red, white 

and blue “Black Excellence” t-

shirts, took over the Capitol’s 

rotunda on March 22 as part of 

Patrick Henry High School’s 100 

Black Men Strong day-long re-

treat. 
There, students broke into 

session groups in various Senate 

offices to give presentations on 

such issues as interacting with 

police, the portrayal of Black 

men in the media, and claiming 

political power. 

Trayvionne Mitchell, a soph-

omore, shared how quickly and 

thoroughly narratives, especial-

ly in social media contexts, can 

get misconstrued. 

“We hear too much ‘this Black 

man is bad, he’s a thief, he’s cra-

zy,’” Mitchell told the MSR. “We 

don’t hear ‘he just graduated 

high school, he just graduated 

college, he just helped his com-

munity.’”

Also in attendance and con-

tributing to presentation ses-

sions were Minneapolis police 

officers, sta
te legislators, and of-

ficials. Patrick Henry public re-

lations coordinator Quinton 

Bonds, noted, however, “All of 

the sessions were student-led. It 

was a really cool peer-to-peer 

learning situation.” 

This year’s gathering was an 

expansion of the program that 

first k
icked off last school year 

Bringing Louisiana flavor to the Twin Cities

Walking into Cajun Twist, located off 

of Theodore Wirth Parkway in Golden 

Valley, visitors are treated to beautiful 

wooden architecture and the alluring 

aroma of Louisiana-based cuisine. The 

restaurant opened in January in Minne-

apolis Parks and Recreation Board’s new 

Trailhead building, sharing space with 

the Loppet Foundation Winter Recre-

ation.
There, the cozy eatery specializes in 

Cajun and Créole cuisine, offering such 

staples as gumbo, zydeco rice, jamba-

laya and yaka mein along with a special 

Bayou Burger. We sat down with Tiona 

Washington, owner and founder, to find 

out what inspired her to bring her South-

ern cuisine to the Bold North.

MSR: What inspired you to launch 

your business?

Tiona Washington: I think just living in 

New Orleans and seeing how the people 

are amongst each other — how you real-

ly see not just culture, but personalities 

come out through food. Seeing that and 

then finding a lack of it here felt like it 

was so necessary to bring a taste of New 

Orleans to the Twin Cities.

MSR: How did you choose the location?

TW: I wanted to be here and do it this 

way and stand out and do something 

different.

I [first] 
put in a proposal for Water-

works, which is downtown Minneap-

olis. But, when I found out who they 

chose, I was relieved because [this loca-

tion] matched the culture better. Plus, I 

wanted to be in a space that was open 

365 days a year. [Waterworks is] c
losed 

in the winter. I don’t know many plac-

es that are owned by the Park Board that 

are open all year long.

MSR: What makes your business 

stand out?

TW: I think a lot of times, especially as 

a Black woman, when you go tell some-

one you want to cook a cuisine that’s not 

necessarily considered American food, 

it’s different. It’s n
ot necessarily soul food, 

but it’s C
ajun.

 

MSR: What’s your most requested 

dish?

TW: The gumbo and the burger sell the 

most.BLACK BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT: CAJUN TWIST 
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Minnesota’s racial disparities require 

more than rhetoric and outrage

Brittany Delaney, 30,  

 Poet and educator — Richfield

Len Jones, 46, Dean of Students   

— Minnetonka

Felicia Land, 39  

— South Saint Paul
■  See Sound off on page 5

■  See diSparitieS on page 5

■  See StudentS on page 5

Tiona Washington

Photo by Chris Juhn

Cajun Twist’s Louisiana Seafood Gumbo
Submitted photo

■  See BBS on page 5

Patrick Henry students unite to uplift 

Black male narrative

Patrick Henry students and staff at 100 Black Men Strong event

Photos by Amy Villyrack

Just a year ago, Gina Allen had no plans 
on launching her own vegan bakery. In fact, 
she began baking just so she could have tasty 
vegan options at home. Then her family and 
friends started tasting and asking for more 
and more of her sweet offerings. 

Fast forward to a few pop-up shops and 
special orders, and now she’s running Lee 
and Louise Confections — her own on-de-
mand bake shop of goods to satisfy your 
sweet tooth without any dairy or meat by-
products. 

The MSR chatted it up with Allen at a local 
pop-up to find out more about the inspiration 
behind her business.

MSR: Tell us about your business. What are 
some of your offerings?
Gina Allen: I make vegan cupcakes and oth-
er treats. We have red velvet and cookies and 
cream cupcakes. And cookie dough, which 
can be eaten raw, which is fine since there are 
no eggs, and banana bread with a cinnamon 
sugar crunch topping.

MSR: What’s your specialty?
GA: My go-to and what I think I’m strongest 
at is my chocolate cake with the cookies and 
cream frosting. That is what really made me 
start to think I’m onto something. 

MSR: So what inspired you to launch?
GA: I am in the process of becoming vegan, 
and it has not been an entirely easy process 
for me. I grew up on a very meat-and-pota-
toes heavy diet and didn’t know what vegan 
meant for most of my life. I didn’t know about 

tofu and those types of things. So in my try-
ing to become vegan, making sure that I had 
cake and other desserts was a big piece.

When I would try some other vegan things 
from the grocery store, it just wouldn’t al-
ways be what I’d want. They would be dry, 
wouldn’t taste good, or the texture would be 
off. So I’m working to make goods that are on 
par with conventional dessert items.

MSR: Why vegan?
GA: If I’m going to say that I love animals, 
then I need to make efforts to not support 
their suffering. I’m currently not 100 percent 
vegan. I’ve gone through periods where I was, 
and I am still aspiring to be that. I think that 
it’s important to recognize the journey and to 
also — if I have learned about something — 
spread that. 

For example, a few of the customers today 
that got cupcakes were, like, “I’ve never had 
a vegan cupcake,” or they were skeptical, like, 

“Oh, it’s vegan.” And so for them to try it and 
see these can taste good, that can open up the 
other options for veganism, not just vegan 
desserts. It’s like, “I had that one vegan cup-
cake one time and it was really good. Let me 
try this vegan meal and see how it goes.”

MSR: How did you come up with the name?
GA: The name came from my grandma. Her 
middle name is Lee, and my partner’s grand-
ma is Louise. Both of our grandmas cooked 
and used that as a way to spread love and to 
nurture their families. That’s something that I 

Townsend boosts 
local Black filmmaking
By Solomon Gustavo
Contributing Writer

 
Using his own filmmaking 

experience as a lesson in how it’s 
done, director, actor and comedi-
an Robert Townsend offered en-
couraging news for Black film-
making hopefuls during his 
visit to the Twin Cities last week-
end: The barriers are fewer and 
the prospects better now than 
when he struggled for a break. 

Townsend came to kick off 
the inaugural “CHOICE Cin-
ema Series: In the Footsteps 
of Gordon Parks” with stops 
throughout Minneapolis and 

St. Paul honoring Parks’ lega-
cy and talking about the art of 
Black filmmaking. The new se-
ries is set to feature a rotating ros-
ter of works by Black filmmakers 
highlighting the Black experi-
ence. Townsend said he came to 
the Twin Cities to inspire confi-
dence in local filmmakers. 

 “I’m just a drop in the 
waterfall,” said Townsend of 
his efforts to bring the film 
world’s attention to more 
Black stories and storytellers. 

“Together, more Black creators 
can pitch in and tip the 
accumulation of stereotypical 
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In the Heart of the Beast launches fundraising campaign
By Dwight Hobbes
Contributing Writer

In the Heart of the Beast 
Puppet and Mask Theatre 
(HOBT) has been part and 

parcel of multicultural theatre 
in the Twin Cities for the past 
45 years. That could all end this 
summer. HOBT announced in 
January that 2019 cuts in its op-
erating budget necessitate staff 
and programming reductions. 
And when an organization has 
to tighten its belt, the threat of 
the doors closing altogether 
looms.  

Executive Director Corrie 
Zoll shared with MSR that as a 
rule of thumb, “About every five 

years you should count on go-
ing broke and figuring out what 
comes next.”  

This, however, is bad news 
for the organization. The Bush 
and General Mills Foundations, 

among the state’s bedrock arts 
funders, have ended those pro-
grams. Target Foundation, re-

ducing its awards to arts orga-
nizations overall, has completely 
withdrawn support to HOTB.

The paring down is a stop-
gap measure as HOTB looks for 
ways to strengthen funding for 
an establishment with a track re-
cord for contributing to the com-
munity. That includes its annu-
al MayDay Parade celebration, 
Zoll reflected: “MayDay has 
been about…weaving together 
different cultures.” 

Conducted in South 
Minneapolis since 1975, the 
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Twin Cities multicultural 
theatre falls on hard times

The 11th annual “Celebrating the 
Sistas” event on March 10, sponsored 
by the Twin Cities Steppers Association, 
recognized 13 African American and 
women of color for their contributions 
to the Twin Cities community.  

The honorees included Ramona 
Wilson, Monique Linder, Deltreice Gates, 
Susan Bass-Roberts, Dr. Diane Sharper, 
Coral Garner, Toni Newborn, Laverne 
McCartney Knighton, Robin Magee, 
Anika Ward, Lisa Crawford, Patricia 
Lamb and Monica Habia. 

These women have been driving 
forces in the areas of politics, business, 
media, social services and education, as 
well as community activism.

Photos of attendees by Karl Demer. 
See more at MSRNewsOnline.com

Gina Allen   Submitted photo

■  See Townsend on page 7

■  See HoTB on page 7

■  See BBs on page 7

Robert Townsend   Photo by Chris Juhn

BLACK BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT: LEE & LOUISE CONFECTIONS
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Colin Kaepernick triumphs over NFL collusion 

NEWS ANALYSIS

By Jeffrey L. Boney 

Contributing Writer F ormer quarterback Colin 

Kaepernick has reached 

a landmark settlement in 

his collusion case against the Na-

tional Football League (NFL) for 

a substantial amount of money. 

The settlement, announced 

Feb. 17, was the NFL’s answer 

to a grievance Kaepernick filed 

back in October 2017 accusing 

NFL owners of working to delib-

erately keep him from playing in 

the league because of his much-

publicized protest of racial injus-

tice and police brutality by “tak-

ing a knee” during the national 

anthem of each game during the 

2016 NFL season. 

He has not played a game in 

the NFL since early 2017. 

It was also reported that 

his former San Francisco 49ers 

teammate, safety Eric Reid, one 

of the only other players to con-

sistently stand with him from 

the beginning of his initial pro-

test, has also settled a collusion 

grievance against the NFL.

While details of both settle-

ment agreements are undis-

closed due to a confidentiality 

agreement, it has been report-

ed that Kaepernick’s settlement 

amount alone is somewhere in 

the ballpark of $60 to $80 million. 

Reid’s settlement is reportedly 

significantly less.
The NFL and the NFL Play-

ers Association (NFLPA) re-

leased this statement regarding 

news of the settlement:

“We continuously supported 
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BLACK DISSENT VINDICATED

Hamline’s Black Student Collective 50 years strong

By Stephenetta Harmon

Editor-in-ChiefAs the first student of color organiza-

tion in the state’s oldest college, Ham-

line’s Black Student Collective (BSC) has 

served to empower some of the state’s 

most prolific Black leaders and activists 

— including Juanita C. Boyd, Washing-

ton County’s first Black judge, and Ani-

ka Bowie, vice president of NAACP Min-

neapolis and current candidate for St. 

Paul City Council.
Now, the BSC is set to celebrate 50 

years of service this weekend.

Black student unions across the coun-

try have proven to be effective support 

systems for Black students entering 

higher education. Whether first-gener-

ation or part of a familial legacy, Blacks 

entering college face significant chal-

lenges and disparities in course-readi-

ness and access to resources. 

Only 47 percent of Black students 

earn traditional “four-year” degrees 

within six years, while Whites gradu-

ate at a rate of 67 percent, according to 

the National Student Clearing Research 

Center. That’s in addition to other intan-

gible social, mental and emotional is-

sues that may arise while competing for 

grades within a population that does not 

always feel welcoming to them. 

The Hamline student of color popula-

tion has doubled over the past 20 years, 

now boasting 30 percent students of col-

or, nine percent of whom are Black. 
While the look and landscape of 

the BSC have evolved over the years — 

changing its official name from P.R.I.D.E. 

(Promoting Racial Identity Dignity & 

Equality) to the Black Student Collective 

— the need for support is still there. 

 “We’re still in the middle of a civil 

rights situation,” said Carlos Sneed, as-

sociate dean of students at Hamline. “Al-

though our numbers are large for a pri-

vate school in Minnesota, our students 

are still interacting in an environment 

that wasn’t necessarily designed with 

them in mind,” he admitted. “We’ve 

gotten better, as have most colleges and 

universities, but White supremacy is 

still real. White Ethnocentric European 

thinking is still real. Students of color — 

and White students — still come from 

high schools that didn’t teach about the 

accomplishments or the experiences of 

people of color or women or LGBT peo-

ple.”
Hamline’s students and alumni are 

quick to speak on the BSC’s impact. 

Bowie, a Hamline 2014 alum, said the 

BSC was her lifeline. Coming from a 

very diverse high school, she said, “Go-

ing to Hamline and being the only Black 

person in my classroom was a cultural shock.”Having access to PRIDE, she said, 

“helped build community, promote 

African American scholars, and relating 

to other students… It had a real diverse 

South Minneapolis Black 

history inspires Funky Grits

By Jonika Stowes

Contributing WriterThe Twin Cities is enjoy-

ing a restaurant boom with 

unique eateries offering niche 

foods and dining experiences. 

Among them is South Minne-

apolis’ Funky Grits.
The Black-owned restaurant 

boasts a menu like none other 

in the area, with soul food rec-

ipes based off of cheesy grits 

with a twist towards vegan in-

gredients. But don’t be mistak-

en — a visit offers something 

for all palettes, with burgers, 

sausage and shrimp also on 

the menu. There are also beer 

and wine offerings for those 

inclined. 

Entrepreneurship 
runs 

in owner Jared Brewington’s 

blood. His great grandfather 

was self-employed, and his fa-

ther, Mark Brewington, owned 

Rib Cage in the late ‘70s and 

early ‘80s in South Minneapo-

lis.
He credits that legacy, along 

with his commitment to the 

community, for opening his 

storefront on the corner of 38th 

Street and Chicago Avenue. 

He and his five siblings grew 

up blocks away on 42nd Street, 

where his father also worked 

in real estate at Bailey Realty 

Company on 45th Street and 

4th Avenue. “This history means a lot to 

me,” said Brewington. “I’m 

from here, exist here, and I 

want to have my business here. 

That’s all I remember growing 

up is historical Black business-

es up and down 38th street,” 

said Brewington. “My biggest 

fight is showing people there’s 

a resource and a consisten-

cy on this corner that’s full of 

beaming love, and this com-

munity is wide open in diversi-

ty, love and acceptance.”

First starting out as a pop-

up, the business took four 

years to open its doors. Brew-

ington gained notoriety and a 

hungry consumer base with 

showings at venues like the 

2018 Super Bowl. He also tried 

opening at a location on Lyn-

dale Avenue, which led to de-

lays. He experienced more de-

lays dealing with plumbing 

and funding issues when he 

finally found the current loca-

tion, but he never gave up. 

He and his former business 

partner and chef Jordan Carl-

son pushed through, opening 

August of last year. With a ‘70s 

Tupperware vision, he hired 

Jim Smart of Smart Associ-

ates to design the restaurant’s 

bright interior, and he did the 

construction himself.

Carlson assisted with the 

restaurant’s build-out and 

pop up locations. “I’ve always 

been the majority owner,” said 

Brewington. According to him, 

the partnership separation 

cleared the way for his 

new African American chef 

Portia, who brings cultural 

sensitivities to cooking that 

■  See NFL   on page 8

■  See HamLiNe   on page 8

■  See BBS   on page 8

BLACK BUSINESS  
SPOTLIGHT:   

Black History salute: MARVEL JAMES COOKE
One hundred years after the birth of Minneso-

ta’s first Black person, Marvel Jackson Cooke made 

her own history as the first Black birth in the city 

of Mankato. Her life was full of more firsts on her 

journey to becoming a pioneering journalist and 

political activist.
Born Marvel Jackson in 1901 to Madison Jack-

son, the son of a free farmer, and Amy Wood Jack-

son, a teacher, Jackson saw early on the effects of 

racism. Though her father graduated with a law 

degree from Ohio State University Law School, he 

could not get a job, ultimately working as a railroad 

porter.
He soon moved the family to Minneapolis, 

where they were the first Black residents in the 

Prospect Park neighborhood, and Cooke became 

the first Black student to attend Sydney Pratt Ele-

mentary School. She went on to be one of five Black 

students to graduate from the University of Min-

nesota in 1925. 
After graduation, she moved to Harlem, New 

York, where she worked as an editorial assistant at 

the NAACP publication Crisis. In 1928, she became 

the Black-owned New York Amsterdam’s first wom-

an reporter and helped organize its first union. In 

1929, she married Olympic-champion sailor and 

sprinter Cecil Cooke.

In 1950, she was hired as the first Black person 

and only woman to work at The Daily Compass, a 

White-owned newspaper. There, she wrote a series 

of investigative reports on the “Bronx Slave Mar-

ket” for the New York-based paper that earned her 

widespread recognition. 

“I was part of the Bronx Slave Market long 

enough to experience all the viciousness and indig-

nity of a system which forces women to the streets 

in search of work,” wrote Cooke. 

The five-article series exposed the perils Black 

women faced in attempts to get hourly or dai-

ly work. This included standing outside in rain or 

snow, inadequate and unreliable wages, exasper-

ated racism, and often unsafe working conditions.

In 1953, she was elected as the New York direc-

tor of the Council of Arts, Sciences, and Professions. 

One year later, she was forced to testify before the 

U.S. Senate’s Subcommittee on Investigations be-

cause of her communist beliefs. She went on to 

work as the national legal defense secretary for An-

gela Davis and as the national vice chairman of 

the American–Soviet Friendship Committee from 

1990 to 1998.In 2000, she died of leukemia at the age of 99. 

To learn more about Marvel Jackson Cooke’s journey, 

read jstor.org/stable/41889958. Read her five-part series 

here: http://dlib.nyu.edu/undercover/i-was-part-bronx-

slave-market-marvel-cooke-new-york-compass-0

Carlos Sneed, Hamline Associate Dean 

of Students

“Black student unions serve as a trusted 

organization for Black faces and spaces.”

Eric Reid (l) and Colin Kaepernick kneel during game  
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He taught the nation how individuals  

can use the power of the platforms they possess 

in order to be a true catalyst for change.

All photos by Chris Juhn

Jared Brewington

Both have a plethora of classes in 
related areas—permaculture, grow-
ing your own medicinals, sustain-
able self-sufficiency in many areas. 
Check the Tiny Diner website’s 
calendar for their classes at www.ti-
nydiner.com/events/. You can filter 
out just classes at Seward’s Friend-
ship Store on East 38th by going 
to https://seward.coop/friendship-
classes. 

Another facet of sustainability is 
growing your own stuff. Sadly, one 
of our oldest gardening supply out-
lets, the wildly independent South-
side Farm Store, appears to have 

closed permanently, as has A Tree 
Service, which was a good resource 
for mulch and straw bales as well as 
tree maintenance and Christmas 
trees. (Both were on East 38th.) Not 
so scruffy and old-school, but with 
a more robust inventory of wonder-
ful things for plant and soil lovers, 
there is still Mother Earth Gardens 
at 3738 42nd Ave. S. It’s just getting 
into the time when you need to buy 
your seed and bedding plants, if you 
haven’t already, as well as supplies 
and soil enrichment if you need it, 
and Mother Earth Gardens is hop-
ping with business. They sell only 

neonicotinoid-free plants and seed, 
and have a wide-ranging organic 
selection, across food and non-
food plants. Another section I love 
is the native prairie plants section. 
It’s hard not to catch the gardening 
bug if you go there as a newbie or 
non-gardener, and veteran garden-
ers swear by them as well. 

Finally, another piece of the sus-
tainability puzzle is re-use, or upcy-
cling, as it is sometimes called now. 
A small shop open only on Saturday 
and Sunday is Handpicked Con-

DreamHaven Books & Comics
Science Fiction, Fantasy, Horror, Comics, 

Vintage Books,  Movie Posters, Toys…
2301 E. 38th St.

Minneapolis / 612-823-6161
dreamhavenbooks.com

42 years and counting….
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Owner Phuong O’Neil and fashionista Ms. 
Idil at Handpicked Consignment Boutique. 

See 38th Street, page 10
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38th Street, from page 9

signment Boutique at 2410 E.38th 
St. Although there are loads of 
stores like this in the area, includ-
ing a few on 42nd Street and many 
more on Minnehaha Avenue, I 
think this may be East 38th’s only 
one. They carry a nice mix of pre-
viously-owned fashion items, local 
artisanal jewelry and artwork, and 
upcycled furniture items. They 
have a website, a Facebook page, 
and an Instagram feed. Probably 
the best way to get in touch during 
the week, when they’re not open, 
is via Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/shophandpicked. 
Or you can email them at info@
shophandpicked.com. 

For a few other goings-on along 
East 38th Street, I will mention 
the coffee shop spot at the cor-
ner of East 38th Street and 28th 
Avenue. It was Daily Coffee and 
Provisions, which seems to have 
abruptly closed last summer. In 
September, the spot re-opened un-
der new management as Key West 
Bistro. They serve a large variety of 
lunches, snacks and baked goods 
and both hot and cold drinks, with 
a Cuban and Key West slant. For 
instance, pan cubano-based sand-
wiches, and a mocktail called The 
Hemmingway (sic). Also they can 
put your selfies on your latte in-

stead of just the usual leaf pattern, 
if you want that. Southside Pride 
has not had a chance to visit yet, 
so I can’t say any more, but it looks 
promising.  

www.seward.coop

Bierbrat Local hopped up.

Brats cooperatively handcrafted—now with Fair State Co-op brews.

Find us on Facebook and Instagram 
@thefittingroommpls  

316 West 38th St.
Minneapolis, MN 55408
thefittingroommpls.com

A boutique curated with local 
MN clothing, jewelry and other 
accessories, offering an intimate 

shopping experience.

Seward 
Community 

Co-op
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Powderhorn resident volunteers at 
Humanitarian Respite Center in Texas

Southside Pride  / PHILLIPS/POWDERHORN EDITION
SPIRIT & CONSCIENCE

BY ELAINE KLAASSEN

When people come into the 
U.S., through various entry points 
at the southern border, Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) considers them a danger 
until proved otherwise. Once 
an asylum seeker has passed the 
“credible fear” interview and can 
show they have a family member 
or sponsor somewhere in the U.S. 
who will take them in, they are 
given a court date and loaded into 
buses and often dropped off at 
some kind of charitable volunteer 
facility that will help prepare them 
for the next leg of their journey. 

Ten miles from the border, in 
McAllen, Texas, that charitable fa-
cility is the Catholic Charities Hu-
manitarian Respite Center, which 
is staffed by Catholic Charities and 
assisted by thousands of volun-
teers, most of them from McAllen 
and others from across the coun-
try. Since 2014, when the center 
opened, roughly 100,000 people 
from south of the border have 
passed through its doors, receiving 
food, clothing, showers, respect 
and kindness.

My friend Andi Kuenning, who 
lives in the Powderhorn neighbor-
hood, went there as a volunteer for 
two weeks in November 2018. She 
went through Children’s Disaster 
Services (CDS), a mission of the 
Church of the Brethren. Her task 
was to care for the children of mi-
grants as they transitioned from 
ICE detention to a completely new 
culture.

Volunteers from CDS are “Spe-
cially trained to respond to trau-

matized children, and provide a 
calm, safe and reassuring presence 
in the midst of the chaos created 
by tornadoes, floods, hurricanes, 
wildfires, and natural or hu-
man-caused disaster,” according to 
the CDS website.

Andi speaks Spanish and was 
a teacher of young children with 
special needs before retiring last 
year. After completing the rigor-
ous CDS training she was then as-
signed to a team with three other 
CDS-trained women.

When the team arrived, the 
Humanitarian Respite Center was 
extremely busy, and there was no 
one available to give them any 
orientation. Somebody had them 
sign in and gave them a parking 
permit to put on their rental car 
and then they went straight to the 
area designated as Children’s Play 
Area and got set up. (They never 
did meet their contact person, nor 
did they meet the famous nun, Sis-
ter Norma Pimentel, who directs 
the Rio Grande Catholic Charities 
and founded the center.) 

In Andi’s report, she wrote, “We 
ask the children, ‘Do you want to 
play?’ and most come in to play 
with us. Only a few stay away.

“We brought with us a large 
suitcase full of toys and materials, 
but used mostly crayons and col-
ored pencils, paper and coloring 
books, playdough, puzzles, play-
ing cards, and dominoes.  We got 
adult coloring books and colored 
pencils and asked the teenagers if 
they want to color.  They mostly 
do.  Some of them play cards to-
gether.  When we give out blank 
paper to color on, we get lots of 

pictures of butterflies, flowers, 
houses, trees, suns, and rainbows.  
The little girls start giving them to 
me, and sometimes write on them, 
‘yo te quiero Andrea.’  Occasional-
ly we read stories; one day a young 
boy asked me to read him a book, 
by the time we got going, sever-
al other boys were listening too, 
some of them older.  At times the 
kids asked for a book to read, oth-
er children said they didn’t know 
how to read.  There were some 
children who did not speak Span-
ish, but an Indigenous language.”

Buses coming from the deten-
tion center arrived every after-
noon, dropping off about 300 ex-
hausted people.  Most had been in 
ICE detention for two to five days. 
Many were sick and throwing up. 
They had been kept in the infa-
mous “freezers” or “hieleras.” 

When people arrive, they are 
always given new shoelaces right 
away, since all shoelaces are taken 
away in detention. Children are 
given stuffed animals and many 
women request hair ties.

It is very difficult to maintain 
hygiene in such a crowded area as 
the center. The CDS team did what 
they could by bleaching down the 
tables in the children’s area. Hand 
sanitizer is always available and 
the floor in the main area is swept 
regularly. There are showers in the 
building and also in a truck (trail-
er) in the parking lot. People are 
given clean clothing. But for sleep-
ing, people have to use the sleeping 
mats, pillows and blankets piled 
off to one side of the large, main 
room. Everyone sleeps wherever 
there is room. There is an overflow 

space that holds about 90 people. 
Andi was told that as many men as 
possible sleep in the smaller back 
room, leaving mostly women and 
children in the larger area.   

Most stay one night and then 
leave as soon as their relatives/
sponsors send them a bus ticket, 
and in some cases a plane ticket.

Andi describes what lies ahead 
for the weary travelers: “Each 
adult is given a red bag (a reus-
able grocery store bag) filled with 
supplies—snacks for the bus ride, 
hygiene products, etc.  Each fam-
ily has a large manila envelope.  
On one side it says in large letters: 
‘Please help me.  I don’t speak En-
glish.  What bus do I need to take?’    
The other side has their bus sched-
ule written on it.  Most are taking 
three or four buses to get to their 
final destination.”

The number of children in the 
play area varied throughout the 
day—there were fewer after buses 
left in the morning and more in 
the afternoon after buses arrived, 
sometimes up to almost 50. 

“The children are glad to play, 
to have something to do,” Andi 
writes. “I am amazed at how so 
many of the children just settle in 
and play happily, despite all they 
have been through on their jour-
ney to us.  Sometimes when new 
kids come in, other kids recognize 
them from the detention center, 
and they reunite excitedly and with 
hugs, so happy to see their friends.

“Sometimes the littlest ones 
would want their parents … We 
would just go to the front and hold 
them up to see if someone claimed 
them.  We always found them.  But 

one day a somewhat older boy, 
maybe 7 or 8, was looking for his 
mother, crying hysterically.  He 
was so upset he couldn’t talk.  A 
staff person finally took him and 
was able to help him look for his 
mother and reunite them.”

Andi will never forget “the 
mother who had been separated 
from her adult son at the border 
because he was sick—She had no 
way to find him because she hap-
pened to be carrying his phone 
when they were separated; the 
father traveling with a daughter 
(maybe 12 or 13 years old) because 
he needs to get her away from the 
gangs in Honduras; the man who 
talked about how they treated 
them ‘like animals’ in the hielera; 
the many parents who were with 
just one child, and had left others 
back in Honduras or Guatemala.”

Andi wrote, “Each night we 
went back to our motel totally ex-
hausted.  It was intense work but 
gratifying.  Many parents thanked 
us (I felt like we did so little for 
them, but after their experience 
in detention, having people who 
showed them respect and compas-
sion meant a lot).  Much of what 
we did seemed to be handing out 
coloring pages, sharpening pen-
cils, and helping kids do puzzles, 
but it was providing a safe and 
nurturing space for the children to 
be, as they waited for the next step 
of their journey.” 

Andi is on the list to be called 
again by Children’s Disaster Ser-
vices.

photo: NPR



Baha’i

BAHA’I 
CENTER OF 
MINNEAPOLIS 
3644 Chicago Ave. S., 612-823-3494
Minneapolis.Bahai@gmail.com
Devotional Gatherings Sunday 10 am 
Many other activities—call or email 
for more information.

Christian

BETHEL 
EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4120 17th Ave. S.
612-724-3693, 
www.bethel-mpls.org 
Faith’s Forum, Faith Trek, MSG, 
and Higher Grounds Cafe 9:15 am 
Sunday Worship 10:30 am
Pastor: Brenda Froisland
Accessible Off-Street Parking
In gratitude, Bethel amplifies God’s 
grace, nourishes all creation, 
reaches out and builds community.
*A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation
*Bethel CYF Ministries: Bridg-
ing generations to model, equip, 
encourage a foundation of trust in 
God’s story

CALVARY 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
3901 Chicago Ave. S.
612-827-2504 or www.clchurch.org
Sunday Worship at 10 am 
Pastor: Hans Lee 
Home of the Urban Arts Academy 
A Reconciling in Christ Congrega-
tion

CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF THE 
HOLY NAME 
3637 - 11th Ave. S., 612-724-5465
Masses Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 8:30 & 11 am
Reconciliation Saturday 4-4:30 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Leo Schneider
A welcoming Roman Catholic 
community

MESSIAH 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
The Center for Changing Lives
2400 Park Ave. S., 612-871-8831
Worship 9 am (traditional) & 11 am 
(praise, gospel) every Sunday  
Children’s Ed. during 11 am service 
Community Bible Study Tue. 
10:30 am (lunch follows)

ST JOAN OF ARC 
CATHOLIC 
COMMUNITY
www.stjoan.com, 4537 Third Ave.  
Masses:  Saturday 5 pm (Church)
Sunday 7:45 am (Church)
Sunday 9 & 11 am (Gym), Weekday
Tue. & Thu. 8 am (Orleans Chapel) 
We Welcome You Wherever You 
Are On Your Journey

WALKER 
COMMUNITY 
UNITED METHODIST  
CHURCH
3104 16th Ave. S., 612-722-6612 
office@walkerchurch.org; Website:
walkerchurch.org; FB: Walker
Community United Methodist
Church; Sunday Celebrations &
Children’s Program 10:30 am 
Community Meal Tue. 5:30-6:45 pm

CONSIDER THIS
“The Earth will not continue 
to offer its harvest, except 
with faithful stewardship. We 
cannot say we love the land 
and then take steps to destroy 
it for use by future genera-
tions.”
—John Paul II

“The proper use of science is 
not to conquer nature but to 
live in it.”
—Barry Commoner

 “The environment is where 
we all meet; where we all 
have a mutual interest; it is 
the one thing all of us share.”
—Lady Bird Johnson

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Norway House, 913 E. Frank-
lin Ave., is showing a photog-
raphy exhibit called “Sámi 
Dreams: Conversations with 
Modern-Day Sámi” through 
Sunday, June 9. Not only are 
the subjects presented in stun-
ning photography by Randall 
Hyman, they’re recorded as 
well. According to Wikipedia, 
The Sámi people are a Fin-
no-Ugric people inhabiting 
Sápmi, which today encom-
passes large parts of Norway 
and Sweden, northern parts of 
Finland, and the Murmansk 
Oblast of Russia. The Sámi 
have historically been known 
in English as Lapps or Lap-
landers.  

The exhibit is open during 
Norway House hours: Tues-
day – Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

EVENTS
The Border and Beyond, Im-
migration and Deportation: 
The Roots of the Problem
Wednesday, May 8, 7 to 
8:30 p.m.
Holy Name Church (Garvey 
Hall)
3637 11th Ave. S.
Join us at Neighborhood 
Night as we learn more about 
U.S. border issues. We will 
view a short documentary 
and hear from speaker Patri-
cia Klucas, who spent time at 
the border and will share her 
research and personal experi-
ences. This issue is more com-
plicated than we may realize. 
Come, learn and get to know 
neighbors! Coffee included. 
Bring a friend! No cost/no 
registration. For more info: 
www.churchoftheholyname.
org; 612-724-5465.

Hymn Festival: Manz Cen-
tenary
Friday, May 10, 7:30 p.m.
Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church
3045 Chicago Ave. S.
Mount Olive Music and Fine 
Arts presents a hymn festival 
marking the 100th anniver-
sary of the birth of former 
Mount Olive Cantor Paul O. 
Manz. The festival honors the 
life and ministry of this giant 
in Lutheran hymnody, whose 

ministry ignited vigorous and 
meaningful singing across de-
nominational and geographic 
lines. He is credited with 
creating the hymn festival 
program tradition, now fre-
quently used by church mu-
sicians, which combines cre-
ative hymnody, interpretive 
improvisation, and reflective 
spoken thoughts.A reception 
in the church’s Chapel Lounge 
follows the hymn festival. 
This event is free and open to 
the public; a freewill offering 
may be received to support 
the Music and Fine Arts 
program. For further informa-
tion on this event and on the 
Music and Fine Arts program, 
please contact Dr. Cherwien 
at 612-827-5919, cantor@
mountolivechurch.org or 
www.mountolivechurch.org. 

InterFaith Gathering : Soli-
darity Action Vigil & Court-
watch
Tuesday, May 14, 7:30 a.m. 
(vigil); 8:30 a.m. (courtwatch)
Whipple Federal Building
1 Federal Drive, St. Paul 55111
All are Welcome! Come to 
Sing, Pray, and Act!
Mission Statement: “Inter-
faith Coalition on Immigra-
tion engages in courageous 
spiritual, multicultural action 
in solidarity with immigrants 
and refugees to achieve justice 
and stand up to systems of 
oppression.”
At 8:30, after the vigil, we 
will invite up to 10 people to 
gather and prepare to attend 

the court session from 9 to 
10:30 a.m.
Parking available in Metro 
Transit lots north and south of 
light rail station. 
[For more information, visit 
our Facebook page: Interfaith 
Coalition on Immigration 
(ICOM)]
[Also see this Facebook page: 
Release MN8]

Free Community Clothing 
Giveaway, & Free Lunch
Saturday, May 18, 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.
Greater Friendship Mission-
ary Baptist Church
2600 E 38th St.
All are welcomed.

ONGOING
Sharing Food 
*Walker Community United 
Methodist Church
3104 16th Ave. S. 
612-722-6612, walkerchurch.
org
--Tuesdays, 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. 
*Mount Olive Lutheran Church
31st St. & Chicago Ave. S. 
612-827-5919, 
www.mountolivechurch.org
--First & third Saturdays, 
noon 
*All God’s Children Metropoli-
tan Community Church
3100 Park Ave. S. 
612-824-2673, 
www.agcmcc.org 
--Thursday’s Table, 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Everyone is welcome. 
--Third Sundays following 10 
a.m. worship 
*Messiah Lutheran Church at the 
Center for Changing Lives
2400 Park Ave. S. 
612-871-8831, 
www.messiahlutheranmpls.org
Central to Messiah’s mis-
sion and ministry is serving 
communal meals as a way of 
making human connections. 
--Sundays after worship, 12:15 
p.m. 
--Tuesdays after community 
Bible study, 12 p.m. 
--Thursdays, community 

lunch at 12 p.m.
*Trinity First Lutheran Church 
and School
1115 E. 19th St. 612-871-2353
--Saturdays, lunch at 1 p.m. 
outside in the parking lot 
*All Saints Episcopal Indian 
Mission
3044 Longfellow Ave.
--Sundays 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
First Nations Kitchen: 
Healthy, organic dinners in 
setting of radical hospitality. 
Serving since November 2010! 
To learn more or to volunteer 
see our website 
http://www.firstnationskitchen.org

Calvary Lutheran Foodshelf 
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to Noon 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
3901 Chicago Ave. S.

Good in the ‘Hood Food 
Shelf 
Fourth Wednesdays, 1 to 3:30 
p.m. 
Macedonia Baptist Church 
3801 First Ave. S. (fellowship 
hall) 
Inspiring intentional kind-
ness. Food Shelf in-a-box.

Inculturation Liturgy
Sundays, 11 a.m. 
All Saints Episcopal Indian 
Mission 
3044 Longfellow Ave. 
No matter where you are on 
your journey, you are wel-
come here. Rev. Robert Two 
Bulls, 612-791-1253.

Shape-note Singing 
Third Sundays, 4 to 7 p.m.; 
Fourth & Fifth Sundays, 5 to 
7 p.m.; Tuesdays, 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m.
University Baptist Church 
1219 University Ave. S.E., 
Mpls. 55414 
No experience necessary. Ev-
eryone is welcome. Sing along 
or just listen. Tunebooks avail-
able for loan or purchase. For 
information on shape-note 
singing visit http://fasola.org/.

May 201912 WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COM

You can send your Religion news to 
elaine.southsidepride@gmail.com 
or call Elaine at 612-822-4662.

EVENTS

Southside Pride  / PHILLIPS/POWDERHORN EDITION
• RELIGION CALENDAR •

The Phillips/Powderhorn
Religious Community

Welcomes You

All Directory 
Churches are 
Wheelchair 
Accessible



Southside Pride  / PHILLIPS/POWDERHORN EDITION
NEWS

May 2019 13WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COM

BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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Bouza, from page 1

have been allowed in China.
Even the Russian Orthodox 

Church engages in a suave, so-
phisticated complicity with the 
system.

Portraits of former leaders—
Brezhnev, Gorbachev, Yeltsin and 
others—are used as target prac-
tice while Putin hangs demurely 
on an official’s wall.

In the harbor lie the rotting 
hulks of once valued ships—and 
the skeletal carcass of a whale. 
Omens.

The plot is simple but one of 
Nicolo Machiavelli’s major con-
cerns—the taking of a neighbor’s 
land by an official. Nicolo wrote 
you could rape a man’s wife or 
even kill his kids and still har-
bor the hope of a reconciliation, 
through cleverness. And didn’t 
the Duke of Gloucester say, “Was 
ever woman in this humor wooed 
… and won?” as he walked beside 
her behind the funeral bier of the 
man Richard had murdered? But, 
Nicolo wrote, if you take a man’s 
land—kill him. Hope of reconcil-
iation is dashed.

The film ends badly for the 
hero. He is falsely convicted of 
murdering his wife. She actually 
committed suicide but official-
dom finds it convenient to store 
him. His son, about 15, drinks 

beer with his little 
friends.

Every scene is 
bleak—windy, over-
cast, raining, or just 
gray. Hope is not to 
be found, and the flick 
looks like a subversive 
metaphor for the ap-
parent kleptocracy that 
is modern Russia. But 
who spins in the graves 
of this unhappy coun-
try? The czars and their 
minions? Uncle Joe? 
Rasputin? Lenin? Even 
Gorbachev? I don’t 
think so. As the shooters—of—
the—portraits clearly believed, 
there are few Washingtons, Lin-
colns or Roosevelts in the nation’s 
unhappy history.

The whale’s skeleton on the 
beach is likely a symbol for the 
nation. The overall impact of the 
film conjures hopelessness and 
despair. The pervasiveness of de-
cay is such as to leave no one un-
infected. Hope, the one virtue in 
Pandora’s box, is not to be seen.

My prescription is to follow 
a viewing with a glance at “The 
Death of Stalin.” As we say in 
Hollywood—a laugh riot (but 
not without historical verisimil-
itude).

My neighbors and I are united 
around a dream. We have been or-
ganizing, training ourselves and 
raising money to purchase our 
homes so we can own them as a 
housing cooperative. Out landlord 
Steve Frenz has ignored our build-
ings for a while, so we have learned 
how to make a lot of our repairs 
ourselves and we take care of each 
other. About a month ago my door 
broke, and I was desperate because 
I felt unsafe because I was unable to 
lock my door. My other neighbor 
came over and fixed the door for 
me, and even taught me how to do 
it myself next time.

We have met with Frenz about 
our concerns many times. We have 
raised over $126,000 and allocated 
over $4.78 million in financing to 
purchase our homes. Unfortunately, 
he still hasn’t agreed to sell us our 
buildings. Instead, my family and 
three other families are now facing 
eviction.

At the end of March, my neigh-
bors and I received court summons 
for eviction proceedings. I knew this 
could happen, but it still broke my 
heart that Steve and Jennifer Frenz 
are trying to break up our commu-
nity. My neighbors and I are like a 
family. Our children are growing up 
together, we look out for each other, 
and we stand united when we face 
struggle. Steve and Jennifer Frenz 
aren’t just evicting four families 
from our homes, they are tearing 
apart a community.

Our first appearance in court was 
on Friday, April 5, and since then we 
have had two other pre-trial hear-
ings. At all three hearings, we have 
been greeted by amazing communi-
ty support. It is very empowering to 
have so many people caring for one 

another and being there to support 
each other in court. After the most 
recent hearing, the referee is deliber-
ating about whether or not to allow 
us a jury trial and hopefully we will 
find out what will happen next to 
our homes.

Even as Steve and Jennifer Frenz 
are moving forward with evictions, 
we have continued to build our 
community and care for our homes. 
Recently, we organized a brief rally 
and protest to pay for our buildings’ 
water bill. Steve Frenz hadn’t been 
paying the water bills for our five 
buildings since January 2019 and 
our water was about to be shut off. 
We decided to pool our money to-
gether and pay the water bill of over 
$6,000 dollars. While Steve Frenz 
has been neglecting our buildings 
for years, we know our homes bet-
ter than he does and we are ready to 
own them as a housing cooperative. 
We held a rally on the second floor 
of the Minneapolis Public Service 
building and then paid the bill to set 
the path for the cooperative owner-
ship we soon hope to achieve in our 
buildings.

In mid-April we decided to have a 
community celebration, to connect 
with supporters throughout the 
city and to celebrate our homes and 
community. We held a gathering in 
my home, in my building. Thanks 
to the warmth and love that we have 
created as a family in our homes, the 
party was a beautiful celebration of 
home and community. 

Over 200 tenants and community 
members gathered and shared food, 
music and built closer relationships. 
I was amazed by how many people 
came out to support us and to see 
where we live. I was happy that so 
many people were able to witness 

that we are making Steve Frenz a 
good, market-rate, reasonable offer 
that will allow everyone to win. We 
are ready to purchase our buildings 
to run them as a housing cooper-
ative, allowing over 35 families of 
color to stay in our neighborhood 
and build a culture of cooperation 
across the city. We were also joined 
by Hennepin County Sheriff Dave 
Hutchinson. He spoke to why he 
doesn’t want to carry out evictions 
in our homes, and why he thinks 
our offer to Steve Frenz is a fair of-
fer. “I support the sale because it 
makes the transition easier, and we 
(the sheriff ’s office) don’t have to 
get involved,” said Sheriff Hutchin-
son during a brief speech in front of 
my neighbor’s home that is facing 
eviction. He added: “Everyone in 
the City of Minneapolis and Hen-
nepin County talks about the dream 
of homeownership and that we are 
all together united as a community 
regardless of what we look like, who 
we love or who we pray to. If we can 
get this sale, it’s going to make fam-
ilies’ lives better, it’s going to make 
the community better.”

Now, more than ever, we need the 
support of our neighbors and allies 
across the city. Depending on the 
referee’s decision, I could face evic-
tion as soon as May. We will contin-
ue to organize to protect our homes, 
and for the cooperative we deserve. 
Join us in fighting for long-term, 
dignified, affordable and safe hous-
ing for everyone in Minneapolis. 
Sign our pledge to act by sending a 
message with the word “Stay” to the 
number 474747. For more informa-
tion on our campaign and how to 
get involved visit

www.defend22avecoop.info.

Eviction, from page 1

BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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A young Tony Bouza doing security for the 
NYPD for a visiting dignitary.

The whole business of assessing 
a nation’s prospects—as “Levia-
than” plainly urges us to do—is 
a truly fascinating and import-
ant process. How countries are 
governed decides your fate and 
mine. There were never better-in-
tentioned rulers than Castro or 
Chavez—yet look at Cuba and 
Venezuela, while Scandinavia 
promotes freedom, inventiveness, 
competition and prosperity. And 
we do too. The joyless alcoholism 
and corruption of Russia dooms 
its citizens. China cannot win in 
a competition with us. How a na-
tion is ruled decides the destiny of 
its people.

It is a great irony of history that 

cruel, merciless, greedy 
capitalism needs freedom 
while altruistic socialism 
has mostly been dictator-
ships that stifled prosperity. 
Deng Tsiao Peng under-
stood the need to capitalize 
China’s economy, but nei-
ther he nor his successors 
could afford the unbridled 
freedom capitalism re-
quires. Putin, meanwhile, 
seems to preside over a 
ramshackle and ungov-
ernable conglomerate of 
30,000 clerks.

Happy viewing. Russia 
must be a whole lot freer 

than we commonly believe—or 
the vodka lobby has created a 
long commercial for its product. 
But the inescapable message is 
that a hopeless, joyless society is 
no place for Man The Wise.
      * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

[Editor’s Note:
First, “Cineaste. 
“Today’s word—and, since con-

fronting the English language on 
Dec. 22, 1937, I’ve grown increas-
ingly fond of this really powerful 
tool.”

But “cineaste” is a French word, 
slang from the 1920s. 

What sort of perverted message 
is intended here? 

His first film is a horror film 
based on King Richard III that 
becomes his matrix for measuring 
political power relationships. So, 

in spite of (or maybe because of) 
the paranoid madness of Rasputin, 
Stalin, Trotsky and Lenin, he likes 
the Russian corrupted democracy 
more than the Chinese. 

He calls Cuba and Venezuela 
failed socialist experiments. I think 
it’s too early to judge. They will be 
measured by history. 

He appreciates the successes 
of Scandinavian socialism, but 
he fails to appreciate that Rus-
sia, China, Korea, Vietnam, were 
under attack from the capitalist 
government of the U S. as soon as 
they declared themselves socialist. 
Socialism has been under attack 
everywhere in the world except 
Scandinavia, and Scandinavia is 
the exception that proves the rule. 
When you’re not being bombed or 
invaded, you can develop a peace-
ful, democratic society that has 
socialist and capitalist features. It 
is the function of the U.S. govern-
ment and military to attack and 
undermine socialism everywhere 
they find it. Our government will 
destabilize a socialist government, 
create angry crowds, finance the 
opposition and arm a revolt. Their 
government will respond defen-
sively. They may limit free speech 
because they can’t tell what’s a 
genuine protest and what’s a CIA 
rent-a-crowd. They are on alert. 
They are at war, with us, and we 
can’t understand why people in the 
world don’t like us.



BY KATHRYN KELLY

It’s a beautiful spring evening. 
The nets are up and people are 
playing tennis on the courts at 
East 43rd Street and 26th Avenue 
South. But, if you venture east 
along 46th and 47th Streets you 
will see three sets of tennis courts 
that are dismal and crumbling. 

They look abandoned, with no 
nets and no tennis players. How 
can this be??!! 

When Theodore Wirth became 
superintendent of the Minneap-
olis Parks & Recreation Board 
(MPRB), in 1904, one of his goals 
was to provide recreation within 
walking distance of every child in 
the City of Minneapolis. 

These tennis courts are one of 
the biggest parts of his legacy. Yet, 
the current MRPB commission-
ers have, apparently, abandoned 
them.

So, why is the court on 43rd 
Street so well maintained? The 
MPRB DOES NOT maintain it. 
A private tennis club maintains it 
and teaches tennis to kids. With 
this, the club gets exclusive blocks 
of time on these courts during the 
summer. This is a laudable endeav-
or, and these reserved times would 
not be so egregious if it weren’t 
for the fact that the nearby tennis 
courts are in disrepair and unus-
able when the “good” courts are 
reserved.

Where is the MPRB spending 
our taxpayer money? The MPRB 
is allocating $275,000 in 2019 to 
the Hiawatha Golf Course Master 
Plan, which will destroy another 
of Theodore Wirth’s legacies, the 
Hiawatha 18-hole golf course, and 
turn it into a swamp.  How many 
of these tennis courts could be 
refurbished and maintained with 
this money?

The MPRB needs to take re-
sponsibility for MAINTAINING 
their existing assets BEFORE chas-
ing new, shiny “pie-in-the-sky” 
projects.

Note: Just like the tennis courts, 
Theodore Wirth built golf courses 
in every part of the city so that golf 
was accessible to all City of Min-
neapolis residents, especially kids.
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The Democrats and the Farmer-Labor Party
BY STEPHANIE FOX 

While most states have their 
Democrats, only in Minnesota do 
we have the Democratic Farm-
er-Labor Party, the DFL, the result 
of the coming together of the far 
left Farmer-Labor Party and the 

more moderate Democrats, 75 
years ago this month. On April 15, 
1944, the two parties joined forces 
in a political marriage that still ex-
ists today. 

Led by the then-college profes-
sor Hubert Humphrey, members 
of both parties voted to change 

their name to the Democratic 
Farmer-Labor Party, or the DFL. 

The two parties had been split-
ting the popular vote for years, 
which allowed the Republicans 
to control Minnesota’s state gov-
ernment. The Democrats hadn’t 
elected a governor in 30 years or 
a senator in 80 years. The Farm-
er-Labor Party had lost both U.S. 
Senate seats and four out of five 
seats in the U.S. Congress to Re-
publicans. 

The Farmer-Labor Party had 
advocated for workers, farmers 
and the unemployed during the 
early years of the 20th Century and 
the Great Depression. The Demo-
crats played second fiddle during 
that time, but post-war, pragma-
tism was needed to advance Min-
nesota’s liberal politics. 

Separate, they were losers. To-
gether, they became a formidable 
political party.

To celebrate, party members 
and members of various labor 
unions came together on Tuesday 
evening, April 16, for one of many 
gatherings planned for 2019. The 

event was led by Jim Beers, chair 
of the Minneapolis Regional Re-
tiree Committee (MRRC), His-
tory Committee and the Retiree 
Council Executive Committee, 
at the Communications Workers 
of America Union Hall on Lake 
Street in South Minneapolis. 

The evening included enter-
tainment by the Twin Cities Labor 
Chorus and a few teaser scenes 
from an in-progress upcoming 
documentary, “The Farmer-Labor 
Movement—a Minnesota Sto-
ry,” presented by filmmaker Ran-
dy Croce, who along with Tom 
O’Connell wrote and produced the 
film. The film included interviews 
at the Minnesota State Fair of peo-
ple answering questions about the 
origins of the Farmer-Labor part 
of the DFL. (Most didn’t know.) 

The two filmmakers currently 
are funded by three grants and are 
hoping to receive another from the 
Minnesota Historical Society. “We 
have to pay for some of the his-
toric photos and film we use and 
we’re renting equipment. It can be 
more expensive than many peo-

ple would think,” says Croce. The 
documentary is expected to be re-
leased next year. 

The evening also included a 
panel discussion where local po-
litical figures and organizers an-
swered questions from the audi-
ence. Panel member Keith Ellison 
spoke against large monopolies, 
something he says is again becom-
ing a problem, especially in the in-
formation and tech industries. 

Beers says that Minnesota’s 
liberal political history is still im-
portant, even today. “For me, the 
Farmer-Labor Party is inspiration-
al. Its legacy still inspires today’s 
organizers, young union leaders 
and other progressives,” he says. 

More events commemorating 
the Farmer-Labor Party and the 
DFL will be held throughout 2019, 
dates to be announced during the 
summer and fall.

Those who wish to donate to 
“The Farmer-Labor Movement 
—a Minnesota Story” can send 
contributions to Tom Beer, trea-
surer, FLEC%,  2421 29th Ave. S., 
Mpls., MN 55406.

Uptown, New Brighton, and Grand Avenue

St. Paul native, Nick Di�atte, has won multiple national awards 
for both magic and comedy. At only 23, he's already headlined 

on the Las Vegas strip, at the famous Magic Castle in LA, and 
on the Late Late Show with James Corden

Nick views the world through his Spectacle Shoppe glasses.
...Even as he makes some of it disappear.

Theodore Wirth’s legacy is 
crumbling!

Chelsie Glaubitz Gabiou, President of the Minneapolis Regional Labor Fed-
eration AFL-CIO
Veronica Mendez Moore, Co-Director at Centro de Trabajadores Unidos en 
la Lucha (CTUL), a Workers Center in Minneapolis
Ken Martin, Chair of the Minnesota DFL
Jamie Gulley, President of SEIU Healthcare
Keith Ellison, Minnesota Attorney General
Amy Bacigalupo, Farm Beginnings Program Director at the Land Steward-
ship Project

25th



Southside Pride  / PHILLIPS/POWDERHORN EDITION
HOME IMPROVEMENT & MORE

May 2019 15WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COM

Doors Open Minneapolis

2405 East 26th St., Mpls
10x17' - $125/mo
10x23' - $145/mo
Doors 10' high. 
612-418-9800

McCabe Self-StorageLARRY’S PAINTING
Ext-Int, Spray, Textured. Drywall,

Paper hanging, Skin coating, Water
Damage Repair, Knock Down. Free
estimates. Insured. Family Business.

Over 35 Years Exp. 
651.222.4227

*BATHROOMS* Fix bad 
water pressure. Install sinks, tub/tub 

surrounds, toilets & ceramic tile. 

*BASEMENTS* Finish 
basement, family room, bathroom, etc. 

Free est. & design ideas. 612-275-9815

ROOFING FREE ESTIMATES
ALL TYPES - LOWEST PRICES

Scott Claussen Construction
651-338-4018

Lic BC162315 (insured)

Complete Lawn Care
Weekly Mowing
Call for details.

Kevin, 612-554-4124
****A Greener Lawn****

9 Cemetary lots at 
Sunset Memorial.

$4,500 value each,
Sell for $1,800 each.

612-229-3701

WELNA
HARDWARE

PAINT & GLASS

Four
Generations
Serving the
Community

2438 Bloomington Ave.
Minneapolis, MN 55404

729-3526

BY LAURA HALL

Have you ever walked by a ma-
jestic old building and wondered 
about its history? Have you ever 
stopped and stared at a modern 
building and been in awe over its 
creative design and innovation? 
Or, is there a business or organi-
zation in your neighborhood you 
wished you knew more about? 
You will have a chance to satis-
fy all these curiosities at the first 
Doors Open Minneapolis on May 
18-19. One hundred fifteen loca-
tions around Minneapolis will be 
opening their doors to the public 
for a weekend full of free tours of 
historical landmarks, cutting-edge 
buildings, cultural treasures, and 
readapted buildings. 

This event allows the public 
behind-the-scenes access to build-
ings in the City of Minneapolis 
that are architecturally, culturally, 
or socially significant.

Listed below is a sampling of 
notable places to visit.

Minnesota Spokesman-Re-
corder Building

Tracey Williams-Dillard, the 
current publisher of the Minne-
sota Spokesman-Recorder and 

the granddaughter of the origi-
nal founder, Cecil E. Newman, 
explains how people walk by the 
Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder 
building every day, but they do not 
necessarily know what is inside the 
building. 

The Minnesota Spokesman-Re-
corder is a publication that we 
should all know about. It is the 
longest running Black-owned 
newspaper in the state of Min-
nesota. In 2015, it was named 
as a local historic landmark and 
was granted this official title for 
its involvement in the civil rights 
movement, its affiliation with his-
torical figures Cecil E. Newman 
and photographer Gordon Parks, 
and for being a resource and rep-
resentative for African Americans 
in South Minneapolis. And as stat-
ed on their website, “For the past 
84 years, the MSR has established 
itself as a trusted voice for the di-
verse Black communities of Min-
nesota—championing voices and 
stories that might otherwise go 
unheard.”

During Doors Open Minneap-
olis, visitors will be able to see how 
the paper is put together and have 
a look at some of the very early 

Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder 
newspapers and photos. Addition-
ally, visitors will be able to see an 
old style “addressograph,” which 
was once used for putting labels on 
their newspapers and which was 
also operated by the 8-year-old 
Williams-Dillard when her grand-
father was running the newspaper.

http://spokesman-recorder.
com/

3744 4th Ave. S.
Wing Young Huie/The Third 

Place Gallery
Wing Young Huie—a local pho-

tographer and public speaker—
opened The Third Place Gallery 
in May 2011 and breathed new life 
into a space that had previously 
sat empty for 47 years. On Wing’s 
website it states, “The third place 
is a term used in the concept of 
community building to refer to 
social surroundings separate from 
the two usual social environments 
of home and the workplace.” In 
Wing’s third place, he connects 
people through inviting in guest 
artists, hosting karaoke events, 
and leading games of ping pong.

In Wing’s gallery, you will also 
find the photography that has 
brought him both local and in-
ternational recognition. His pho-
tography captures honest slices 
of life, featuring people from a 
diversity of ages, races and cul-
tures. At Doors Open Minneapo-
lis, over a 100 of his photographs 

will be on display: photos that 
encompass the last 40 years of his 
photography career, starting with 
some of the first photos taken of 
his parents in Duluth to photo-
graphs from his 2018 book, “Chi-
nese-ness.” On his website, Wing 
describes “Chinese-ness” as “part 
documentary, part meta-memoir, 
and part actual memoir.” Through 
these different angles, he looks at 
the influences that go into creating 
personal identities and reflects on 
what life might have been like for 
him if he had been on a different 
life trajectory than that of being a 
photographer. 

https://www.wingyounghuie.
com/

3730 Chicago Ave S., Studio B
Mixed Blood Theatre
The building that houses Mixed 

Blood Theatre has been a place of 
lively activity since its construc-
tion in 1887. Built for use as a fire 
station, and then later used by a 
community development organi-
zation—which was also the incu-
bator for Mixed Blood Theatre, as 

Keri Clifton, the chief engagement 
officer for Mixed Blood Theatre., 
explains. The current Mixed Blood 
Theatre, of course, isn’t fighting 
any physical fires; instead, they are 
fighting a different type of fire, a 
metaphorical fire that addresses 
heated topics in the political, gen-
der, class and racial realm.

To help them continue tackling 
these heated topics, Mixed Blood 
Theatre underwent a renovation in 
2015. The renovations and the in-
ner workings of the old firehouse 
will be part of the tour during 
Doors Open Minneapolis. Some 
of these inner workings include 
the firemen’s sleeping quarters, 
which are now used as a rehearsal 
hall; original lockers from the fire-
house, which are also still in use as 
storage units in their offices; and 
the original firehouse windows.

https://mixedblood.com/
1501 S. 4th St.
For a complete listing of Doors 

Open Minneapolis locations see 
https://www.doorsopenminneap-
olis.org/.

Southside Pride needs a 
Managing Editor

Job description:

Part time: three days a week

About 15 hours a week

About three weeks a month 

$17/an hour

Handle administrative details and 
proofread the paper.

Please send resume and 
samples of your writing to 

edfelien@southsidepride.com 
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FREE! Spring 2019 Classes 

 

 NEW Resume & Job Readiness Workshops! 
 Banking Class! 
 Building Operations Technician 
 Pharmacy Technician 
 Public Sector Office Administration + 

Let’s get started! 
Join us for a one-hour Information Session held every Monday 

at 9:00 a.m. 
PPL Career Center 

1021 East Franklin Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 

612-455-5300 or www.ppl-inc.org 
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The Hennepin County Child and Teen Checkups (C&TC) program 
is free for children, teens, and young adults 20 and younger 

who are on Medical Assistance, including young parents.

They’re healthy.
You’re happy.
And it’s free.

FreeChildCheckups.com

SPRING REFRESH WEEK

 MAY 4 - 11
Refresh your home, closet, & skil ls with week-long specials, 

daily deals & giveaways, workshops & makers!

Fu l l  sc hedule of  events  at  W W W. I N G E B R E T S E N S . C O M
1601 EAST LAKE STREET,  MPLS MN | 612.729.9333

.......

15 TO 50% OFF
home goods | sustainable vendors | green cleaning tools

 aprons & texti les | needlework supplies | & more!

I NGE BRETSEN’S N O R D I C  M A R K E T P L A C E  |  S I N C E  1 9 2 1

763-785-1472    

MnBC 006016     Since 1983 

Steel Roofing  

 

Call/Text /Online   Quarve.com 

Global Market
920 E. Lake St. #125
Phone: 612.870.3930

Fax: 612.870.1838

C. McGee’s Deli

Est. 1987

The best kept secret in the 
Warehouse District!

901 North 3rd Street #123

Minneapolis, MN 55401

612.288.0605

cmcgeesdeli.com

WE PUT $$
INTO OUR FOOD
NOT INTO OUR
ADVERTISING.

Catering Available

We use only the Highest 
Quaility Ingredients

Now Open
Mon-Fri 7am-4pm


