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Bloat, 
and 
more 
bloat

Why?
BY TONY BOUZA

[On Sunday, July 29, 
the StarTribune report-
ed: “Arradondo told re-
porters after a meeting of 
the City Council’s public 
safety committee that he 
wanted to add 400 more 
street officers by 2025 in 
order to keep pace with 
attrition and population 
growth.

“Last week, Arradon-
do shared a startling sta-
tistic: Over a 12-month 
period dating back to 
last summer, police of-
ficials counted 1,251 
instances in which no 
squads were immediate-
ly available to respond to 
a Priority 1 call, such as 
a shooting, domestic as-
sault or a drug overdose. 
And because of the way 
the data is compiled, that 
number might actually 
be higher, police say.”]

No thanks to any po-
lice chief in America, 
crime has never been 
lower. Thank Harry 
Blackmun and his Roe 
v. Wade, or even Clinton 
for his welfare reforms.

Yet bloat abounds.
Idiots get elected to 

Drain the Swamp and 
dumb voters believe it.

The British Admiral-
ty had the most clerks 
when it had the fewest 
ships.

I took some real seri-
ous heat when I shifted 
from all two-cop patrols 
to one in 1981. I could 

See Bouza, page 10

My day in court

BY ED FELIEN

Why did Patrick Crusius kill 22 people in El Paso? Did he 
see himself as a hero trying to stop the Mexican invasion of 
Texas?  There is conclusive evidence he was directly inspired 
by the racist rhetoric of President Trump. Did he believe he 
would be the single spark that could start a prairie fire? That 
his act would inspire a race war that would make America 
white again?

That vision of a race war is what Donald Trump is selling. 
And that’s the message 45% of American voters are buying.

People are horrified, terrified by the acts of white suprem-
acists, and this terror plays right into Donald Trump’s hand. 
He promises to be the law and order leader, even as he mo-
tivates white nationalist mass murderers.

Hitler was the law and order candidate in 1933 in Ger-
many. Right wing terrorists were creating social chaos and 
then, four months after Hitler was sworn in as Chancel-
lor, the Reichstag burned. Most historians agree Hitler was 
probably responsible for the fire. Chaos was the midwife of 
authoritarianism.

Donald was taught racism by his father. Fred Trump was 
arrested in Queens for refusing to take off his hood in a Ku 
Klux Klan march.  He and Donald got millions from HUD 
to build houses, and they were under court orders to cease 
their practices of housing discrimination against people of 
color.   

Woody Guthrie:
I suppose that Old Man Trump knows just how much 
racial hate
He stirred up in that bloodpot of human hearts
When he drawed that color line
Here at his Beach Haven family project

Hitler hated the Reichstag. He called it a useless debating 
society. They couldn’t get anything done. Of course, it was 
the Nazis who blocked any meaningful legislation. 

In much the same way, Mitch McConnell has blocked any 
attempts to regulate the sale of guns. It’s a cruel logic that 
allows the Republicans to spread terror through the sale of 
weapons of war and claim to be defending the Bill of Rights 
and the right of citizens to bear arms.

Hitler wouldn’t allow socialists or communists to vote in 
the Reichstag. They were unpatriotic.

Trump is going after The Squad, telling them to go back 
to where they came from. They don’t love this country. They 
should leave.

Hitler was able to carry out his program of rounding up 
socialists and communists and Jews and Gypsies because 
he had strong support in the local police, and they worked 
closely with the SS.

Trump has ICE and a lot of friends in the local police. 

See My Day, page  6

BY ED FELIEN

First, I want to thank the 
friends and supporters who 
came downtown to see me 
try to slay the dragon.

The judge asked me why I 
was doing this. If you don’t 
like the decisions they make, 
then there are elections. I 
said, these elected officials 
took an oath of office to 
protect the public welfare. 
They’re not doing it. They 
are threatening to destroy a 
valued cultural resource in 
South Minneapolis. All I am 
asking is that they remove 
the boulders blocking the 
flow of Minnehaha Creek 
under the 30th Avenue foot-
bridge, and that they com-
mission a new profile of 
Minnehaha Creek from the 
outlet at 27th Avenue to a 
point past the 30th Avenue 
footbridge to determine the 
control point for the water 
level of Lake Hiawatha.

The attorney representing 
the Park Board said I lacked 

legal standing to bring an 
action against the Park 
Board and that my facts were 
wrong.

I responded to their argu-
ment:

Respondents claim that 
Petitioner has no legal 
standing to bring forth a 
Writ of Mandamus to force 
the Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board to remove 
boulders from Minnehaha 
Creek that are causing the 
flooding of homes in the 
area and the flooding of Hi-
awatha Golf Course. 

Petitioner has used Hi-
awatha Golf Course as a 
source of recreation for al-
most seventy years.  It is one 
of the reasons Petitioner has 
chosen to live most of his life 
in South Minneapolis. He 
and his African-American 
friends take pride in know-
ing that Hiawatha was home 
to the first national golf 
tournament open to Afri-
can Americans, The Bronze. 
The legend—that Joe Louis, 

the Brown Bomber, over-
clubbed the third hole with 
a five iron and drove his ball 
through a picture window 
across 43rd Street—is part of 
the folklore of South Minne-
apolis. We are saddened that 
the Park Board has deliber-
ately neglected the care and 
maintenance of Hiawatha. 
They spend an average of 
$642,742 for maintenance of 
Minneapolis taxpayer-sup-
ported golf courses in St. 
Anthony Village, St. Louis 
Park, Golden Valley, and 
one in Northeast Minneap-
olis that borders Columbia 
Heights. These courses serve 
mostly suburbanites. They 
spend $117,611 less than 
that average on maintenance 
at Hiawatha that serves in-
ner city residents, and this 
year they eliminated the resi-
dent discount. We feel short-
changed.

And now they are talking 
about reducing pumping 
groundwater out of the golf 
course and back into Lake 
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BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

We hit up an eclectic mix of shops 
and galleries all along the 3.5 mile 
stretch of Saint Paul’s Grand Ave-
nue on a hot summer day in early 
August. The methodology was to 
start at an arbitrary point near the 
western end of the Avenue and pro-
ceed eastward. Our theme was arts 
and crafts and books and games. 
So we started with breakfast, as you 
do. The stretch of Grand Avenue 
I started at contains Ramsey High 
School, which I parked in front of. 
There were a number of restaurants 
there—Indochine, Pad Thai, Italian 
Pie, and an amazing looking sea-
food place that I may go back to. 
A Breakfast Quesadilla at the Saint 
Paul Grand Avenue French Mead-
ow set me up for the day. And we’re 
off!

First stop is very close by in this 
1600 block of Grand Avenue: It’s 
Wet Paint, one of the premier art 
supply stores in the metro area. Wet 

Grand Avenue summer browse
Paint has been in its location since 
1976. They’re open seven days a 
week, they stock over 40,000 prod-
ucts, and you can also order on-
line and have things delivered. My 
first impression was that Wet Paint 
is mainly for serious artists, but 
they’re not just for serious artists. 
They have kits for children, many 
kinds of craft supplies and they also 
have an in-store framing shop, and 
they don’t make an amateur or a 
browser feel unwelcome. I learned 
a lot visiting this store. First off, I 
learned that they have classes there. 
For instance, Drawing Pet Portraits 
in Pastel Pencil is coming up on 
Aug. 28, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
for $84. I also learned that famous 
local artist Ta-Coumba Aiken has 
invented a new color, well a whole 
range of colors. And they’re all 
black. It’s called Knew Black, as in 
Knew Black is the New Black. You 
can buy this in a custom oil paint 
medium made by Gamblin Oil Col-
ors, or you can just buy the T-shirt 

if you’re not really a painter. Check 
out the website at www.wetpaintart.
com for more information on this 
and other events and new products. 

The next planned stop was Trea-
dle Yard Goods. But I got distracted 
by another store, Sixth Chamber 
Used Books, 1332 Grand Ave. I am 
a sucker for used bookstores. This is 

Harper, Liberty of London prints, 
an amazing selection of buttons, 
more quilting fabrics, including 
panels, some of which were stag-
geringly beautiful, a sign announc-
ing their machine quilting service, 
fancy pincushions for upwards of 
$20, and the pattern counter. This 
was always a big favorite of mine 
when fabric shopping with Mom. 
I recognized a few brands, such as 
Butterick, McCall’s and Simplicity, 
but there were some that were quite 
new to me: Burda, Jalie, Shapes and 
others. A very cool thing is specif-
ically vintage patterns, Decades 
of Style, which covers most of the 
20th century, and Truly Victorian, 
which is self-explanatory. 

The next visit was to Legacy 
Arts and Gifts, 1209 Grand Ave. 
This store, like many of the others 
along Grand Avenue, is in an old 
frame house of elegant propor-
tions. They specialize in two types 
of things besides local art—Polish 
pottery, and amber jewelry from 
the Baltic. (You should check out 
their website to read about the am-
ber artisans.) I gave both of these a 
long thorough look; they are both 
wonderful things, but I have too 
many tchotchkes already, so I have 
to rein myself in. But this was the 
only place where I bought some-
thing. I bought a lovely little tea-
cup because of the pale blue glaze. 
It was hand-thrown and a pleasing 
combination of homey-chunky 
and pretty-delicate, and was only 
$20. I was also quite taken by the 
photographs, and the hand-turned 
wood products such as bowls and 
cutting boards, and quite a lot of 
the pottery. 

The penultimate stop was Red 
Balloon Books, 891 Grand Ave., a 
children’s bookstore that also has 
books for adults, and all the other 
gifts and paraphernalia that mod-
ern bookstores have. This is one of 
the most attractive bookstores in 
town, and it’s no slouch in the prod-
ucts area either. They also have, un-
surprisingly, lots of events. Unfor-
tunately, we just missed Educators’ 
Night 2018, which was last Tuesday. 
Check their website at www.redbal-
loonbookshop.com for upcoming 
events. Besides physical books, Red 
Balloon is a Kobo seller of e-books, 
so while you’re at the website, you 
might want to check that out. They 
have a number of innovative pro-
grams to engage readers of all ages: 
a birthday club, several book clubs, 
a music program, birthday parties 
and party room rental. And they 
have their own line of “merch”—
posters and T-shirts and such. 

The final stop was almost in 
downtown, in the beautiful old 
building called Merchants of Cro-
cus Hill. This was Grand Hand 
Gallery, 619 Grand Ave. This beau-
tiful, spacious, chock-full space has 
been here since 2004 and is owned 
by Ann Ruhr-Pifer. It features art in 
many media from across the U.S. 
but highlights local artists and the 
upper Midwest. It is meant to reflect 
an esthetic of hand-crafted authen-
ticity, hand-carved, hand-painted, 

hand-blown, hand-thrown … and 
more, according to a legend paint-
ed in the doorway. I saw work by 
an artist I knew of from before, 
Betsy Bowen, who has her own gal-
lery in Grand Marais, Minn. And 
I learned of a new (to me) poet: 
Louis Jenkins, who apparently had 
done a reading there, and had sev-
eral volumes and one CD for sale. I 
was very impressed by, once again, 
pottery, jewelry and woodcarving, 
including a massive and beauti-

ful wood bowl priced very fairly 
at $1,125 (sadly out of my range). 
There were also glass, metal, fiber 
and mixed media items, as well as 
photography, painting and a huge 
selection of artists’ greeting cards. 
One of the most original artists 
whose works really caught my at-
tention is Dahli Coles. She makes 
bags, purses and other accessories 
out of old newspapers, heavily lam-
inated into a kind of pleather-like 

texture. 
After all this browsing and one 

instance of actual shopping, it was 
almost lunchtime and what with 
the heat, I needed refreshment. So 
as I head back Minneapolis-ward, a 
stop at one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest, Dunn Bros. coffee roasters 
just off the Macalester campus on 
Snelling comes to mind, along with 
iced latte. Just the ticket.

Charley Harper print on organic cotton from Treadle Yard Goods 

See Grand, page 3
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Start your morning right with a 
breakfast that is the best in the area 
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a good one. I found out later from 
its website that it’s half of a two-
store chain, the other half being Fox 
Den Books in River Falls, Wis. They 
claim that their online store, which 
includes the inventories of both, 
contains 60,000 books! They have 
a lot of new stuff that is not books. 
Among the things they sell are real-

ly interesting toys and games, hand-
made paper lanterns, socks, candles 
and incense with a literary theme, 
Macalester College swag, Harry 
Potter merchandise, and weird and 
interesting journals. 

And so, on to Treadle Yard 
Goods, 1338 Grand Ave. This store 
was a revelation to me. I am not a 
seamstress, nor a quilter. My moth-
er was, a bit, and so fabric stores 
are not totally alien territory to me. 
But it has been a while, and I am 
not au fait with the products or the 
lingo, so I had to do some research. 
Like, I found out what a fat quarter 
is. There were two prominent bin 
displays right inside the door—
one was bolts of mouthwatering-
ly  gorgeous oilcloth, which made 
me wish I was more crafty. The 
other was a bin of “fat quarters.” 
(You’ll have to look it up yourself 
and also learn about jelly rolls and 
charm squares and fat eighths.) I 
suspected they had something to 
do with quilting and I was right. I 
browsed some more, and here are 
the further cool things I saw: Birch 
organic cotton in prints by Charley 
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BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

We hit up an eclectic mix of shops 
and galleries all along the 3.5 mile 
stretch of Saint Paul’s Grand Ave-
nue on a hot summer day in early 
August. The methodology was to 
start at an arbitrary point near the 
western end of the Avenue and pro-
ceed eastward. Our theme was arts 
and crafts and books and games. 
So we started with breakfast, as you 
do. The stretch of Grand Avenue 
I started at contains Ramsey High 
School, which I parked in front of. 
There were a number of restaurants 
there—Indochine, Pad Thai, Italian 
Pie, and an amazing looking sea-
food place that I may go back to. 
A Breakfast Quesadilla at the Saint 
Paul Grand Avenue French Mead-
ow set me up for the day. And we’re 
off!

First stop is very close by in this 
1600 block of Grand Avenue: It’s 
Wet Paint, one of the premier art 
supply stores in the metro area. Wet 

Grand Avenue summer browse
Paint has been in its location since 
1976. They’re open seven days a 
week, they stock over 40,000 prod-
ucts, and you can also order on-
line and have things delivered. My 
first impression was that Wet Paint 
is mainly for serious artists, but 
they’re not just for serious artists. 
They have kits for children, many 
kinds of craft supplies and they also 
have an in-store framing shop, and 
they don’t make an amateur or a 
browser feel unwelcome. I learned 
a lot visiting this store. First off, I 
learned that they have classes there. 
For instance, Drawing Pet Portraits 
in Pastel Pencil is coming up on 
Aug. 28, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
for $84. I also learned that famous 
local artist Ta-Coumba Aiken has 
invented a new color, well a whole 
range of colors. And they’re all 
black. It’s called Knew Black, as in 
Knew Black is the New Black. You 
can buy this in a custom oil paint 
medium made by Gamblin Oil Col-
ors, or you can just buy the T-shirt 

if you’re not really a painter. Check 
out the website at www.wetpaintart.
com for more information on this 
and other events and new products. 

The next planned stop was Trea-
dle Yard Goods. But I got distracted 
by another store, Sixth Chamber 
Used Books, 1332 Grand Ave. I am 
a sucker for used bookstores. This is 

Harper, Liberty of London prints, 
an amazing selection of buttons, 
more quilting fabrics, including 
panels, some of which were stag-
geringly beautiful, a sign announc-
ing their machine quilting service, 
fancy pincushions for upwards of 
$20, and the pattern counter. This 
was always a big favorite of mine 
when fabric shopping with Mom. 
I recognized a few brands, such as 
Butterick, McCall’s and Simplicity, 
but there were some that were quite 
new to me: Burda, Jalie, Shapes and 
others. A very cool thing is specif-
ically vintage patterns, Decades 
of Style, which covers most of the 
20th century, and Truly Victorian, 
which is self-explanatory. 

The next visit was to Legacy 
Arts and Gifts, 1209 Grand Ave. 
This store, like many of the others 
along Grand Avenue, is in an old 
frame house of elegant propor-
tions. They specialize in two types 
of things besides local art—Polish 
pottery, and amber jewelry from 
the Baltic. (You should check out 
their website to read about the am-
ber artisans.) I gave both of these a 
long thorough look; they are both 
wonderful things, but I have too 
many tchotchkes already, so I have 
to rein myself in. But this was the 
only place where I bought some-
thing. I bought a lovely little tea-
cup because of the pale blue glaze. 
It was hand-thrown and a pleasing 
combination of homey-chunky 
and pretty-delicate, and was only 
$20. I was also quite taken by the 
photographs, and the hand-turned 
wood products such as bowls and 
cutting boards, and quite a lot of 
the pottery. 

The penultimate stop was Red 
Balloon Books, 891 Grand Ave., a 
children’s bookstore that also has 
books for adults, and all the other 
gifts and paraphernalia that mod-
ern bookstores have. This is one of 
the most attractive bookstores in 
town, and it’s no slouch in the prod-
ucts area either. They also have, un-
surprisingly, lots of events. Unfor-
tunately, we just missed Educators’ 
Night 2018, which was last Tuesday. 
Check their website at www.redbal-
loonbookshop.com for upcoming 
events. Besides physical books, Red 
Balloon is a Kobo seller of e-books, 
so while you’re at the website, you 
might want to check that out. They 
have a number of innovative pro-
grams to engage readers of all ages: 
a birthday club, several book clubs, 
a music program, birthday parties 
and party room rental. And they 
have their own line of “merch”—
posters and T-shirts and such. 

The final stop was almost in 
downtown, in the beautiful old 
building called Merchants of Cro-
cus Hill. This was Grand Hand 
Gallery, 619 Grand Ave. This beau-
tiful, spacious, chock-full space has 
been here since 2004 and is owned 
by Ann Ruhr-Pifer. It features art in 
many media from across the U.S. 
but highlights local artists and the 
upper Midwest. It is meant to reflect 
an esthetic of hand-crafted authen-
ticity, hand-carved, hand-painted, 

hand-blown, hand-thrown … and 
more, according to a legend paint-
ed in the doorway. I saw work by 
an artist I knew of from before, 
Betsy Bowen, who has her own gal-
lery in Grand Marais, Minn. And 
I learned of a new (to me) poet: 
Louis Jenkins, who apparently had 
done a reading there, and had sev-
eral volumes and one CD for sale. I 
was very impressed by, once again, 
pottery, jewelry and woodcarving, 
including a massive and beauti-

ful wood bowl priced very fairly 
at $1,125 (sadly out of my range). 
There were also glass, metal, fiber 
and mixed media items, as well as 
photography, painting and a huge 
selection of artists’ greeting cards. 
One of the most original artists 
whose works really caught my at-
tention is Dahli Coles. She makes 
bags, purses and other accessories 
out of old newspapers, heavily lam-
inated into a kind of pleather-like 

texture. 
After all this browsing and one 

instance of actual shopping, it was 
almost lunchtime and what with 
the heat, I needed refreshment. So 
as I head back Minneapolis-ward, a 
stop at one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest, Dunn Bros. coffee roasters 
just off the Macalester campus on 
Snelling comes to mind, along with 
iced latte. Just the ticket.
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a good one. I found out later from 
its website that it’s half of a two-
store chain, the other half being Fox 
Den Books in River Falls, Wis. They 
claim that their online store, which 
includes the inventories of both, 
contains 60,000 books! They have 
a lot of new stuff that is not books. 
Among the things they sell are real-

ly interesting toys and games, hand-
made paper lanterns, socks, candles 
and incense with a literary theme, 
Macalester College swag, Harry 
Potter merchandise, and weird and 
interesting journals. 

And so, on to Treadle Yard 
Goods, 1338 Grand Ave. This store 
was a revelation to me. I am not a 
seamstress, nor a quilter. My moth-
er was, a bit, and so fabric stores 
are not totally alien territory to me. 
But it has been a while, and I am 
not au fait with the products or the 
lingo, so I had to do some research. 
Like, I found out what a fat quarter 
is. There were two prominent bin 
displays right inside the door—
one was bolts of mouthwatering-
ly  gorgeous oilcloth, which made 
me wish I was more crafty. The 
other was a bin of “fat quarters.” 
(You’ll have to look it up yourself 
and also learn about jelly rolls and 
charm squares and fat eighths.) I 
suspected they had something to 
do with quilting and I was right. I 
browsed some more, and here are 
the further cool things I saw: Birch 
organic cotton in prints by Charley 
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We hit up an eclectic mix of shops 
and galleries all along the 3.5 mile 
stretch of Saint Paul’s Grand Ave-
nue on a hot summer day in early 
August. The methodology was to 
start at an arbitrary point near the 
western end of the Avenue and pro-
ceed eastward. Our theme was arts 
and crafts and books and games. 
So we started with breakfast, as you 
do. The stretch of Grand Avenue 
I started at contains Ramsey High 
School, which I parked in front of. 
There were a number of restaurants 
there—Indochine, Pad Thai, Italian 
Pie, and an amazing looking sea-
food place that I may go back to. 
A Breakfast Quesadilla at the Saint 
Paul Grand Avenue French Mead-
ow set me up for the day. And we’re 
off!

First stop is very close by in this 
1600 block of Grand Avenue: It’s 
Wet Paint, one of the premier art 
supply stores in the metro area. Wet 

Grand Avenue summer browse
Paint has been in its location since 
1976. They’re open seven days a 
week, they stock over 40,000 prod-
ucts, and you can also order on-
line and have things delivered. My 
first impression was that Wet Paint 
is mainly for serious artists, but 
they’re not just for serious artists. 
They have kits for children, many 
kinds of craft supplies and they also 
have an in-store framing shop, and 
they don’t make an amateur or a 
browser feel unwelcome. I learned 
a lot visiting this store. First off, I 
learned that they have classes there. 
For instance, Drawing Pet Portraits 
in Pastel Pencil is coming up on 
Aug. 28, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
for $84. I also learned that famous 
local artist Ta-Coumba Aiken has 
invented a new color, well a whole 
range of colors. And they’re all 
black. It’s called Knew Black, as in 
Knew Black is the New Black. You 
can buy this in a custom oil paint 
medium made by Gamblin Oil Col-
ors, or you can just buy the T-shirt 

if you’re not really a painter. Check 
out the website at www.wetpaintart.
com for more information on this 
and other events and new products. 

The next planned stop was Trea-
dle Yard Goods. But I got distracted 
by another store, Sixth Chamber 
Used Books, 1332 Grand Ave. I am 
a sucker for used bookstores. This is 

Harper, Liberty of London prints, 
an amazing selection of buttons, 
more quilting fabrics, including 
panels, some of which were stag-
geringly beautiful, a sign announc-
ing their machine quilting service, 
fancy pincushions for upwards of 
$20, and the pattern counter. This 
was always a big favorite of mine 
when fabric shopping with Mom. 
I recognized a few brands, such as 
Butterick, McCall’s and Simplicity, 
but there were some that were quite 
new to me: Burda, Jalie, Shapes and 
others. A very cool thing is specif-
ically vintage patterns, Decades 
of Style, which covers most of the 
20th century, and Truly Victorian, 
which is self-explanatory. 

The next visit was to Legacy 
Arts and Gifts, 1209 Grand Ave. 
This store, like many of the others 
along Grand Avenue, is in an old 
frame house of elegant propor-
tions. They specialize in two types 
of things besides local art—Polish 
pottery, and amber jewelry from 
the Baltic. (You should check out 
their website to read about the am-
ber artisans.) I gave both of these a 
long thorough look; they are both 
wonderful things, but I have too 
many tchotchkes already, so I have 
to rein myself in. But this was the 
only place where I bought some-
thing. I bought a lovely little tea-
cup because of the pale blue glaze. 
It was hand-thrown and a pleasing 
combination of homey-chunky 
and pretty-delicate, and was only 
$20. I was also quite taken by the 
photographs, and the hand-turned 
wood products such as bowls and 
cutting boards, and quite a lot of 
the pottery. 

The penultimate stop was Red 
Balloon Books, 891 Grand Ave., a 
children’s bookstore that also has 
books for adults, and all the other 
gifts and paraphernalia that mod-
ern bookstores have. This is one of 
the most attractive bookstores in 
town, and it’s no slouch in the prod-
ucts area either. They also have, un-
surprisingly, lots of events. Unfor-
tunately, we just missed Educators’ 
Night 2018, which was last Tuesday. 
Check their website at www.redbal-
loonbookshop.com for upcoming 
events. Besides physical books, Red 
Balloon is a Kobo seller of e-books, 
so while you’re at the website, you 
might want to check that out. They 
have a number of innovative pro-
grams to engage readers of all ages: 
a birthday club, several book clubs, 
a music program, birthday parties 
and party room rental. And they 
have their own line of “merch”—
posters and T-shirts and such. 

The final stop was almost in 
downtown, in the beautiful old 
building called Merchants of Cro-
cus Hill. This was Grand Hand 
Gallery, 619 Grand Ave. This beau-
tiful, spacious, chock-full space has 
been here since 2004 and is owned 
by Ann Ruhr-Pifer. It features art in 
many media from across the U.S. 
but highlights local artists and the 
upper Midwest. It is meant to reflect 
an esthetic of hand-crafted authen-
ticity, hand-carved, hand-painted, 

hand-blown, hand-thrown … and 
more, according to a legend paint-
ed in the doorway. I saw work by 
an artist I knew of from before, 
Betsy Bowen, who has her own gal-
lery in Grand Marais, Minn. And 
I learned of a new (to me) poet: 
Louis Jenkins, who apparently had 
done a reading there, and had sev-
eral volumes and one CD for sale. I 
was very impressed by, once again, 
pottery, jewelry and woodcarving, 
including a massive and beauti-

ful wood bowl priced very fairly 
at $1,125 (sadly out of my range). 
There were also glass, metal, fiber 
and mixed media items, as well as 
photography, painting and a huge 
selection of artists’ greeting cards. 
One of the most original artists 
whose works really caught my at-
tention is Dahli Coles. She makes 
bags, purses and other accessories 
out of old newspapers, heavily lam-
inated into a kind of pleather-like 

texture. 
After all this browsing and one 

instance of actual shopping, it was 
almost lunchtime and what with 
the heat, I needed refreshment. So 
as I head back Minneapolis-ward, a 
stop at one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest, Dunn Bros. coffee roasters 
just off the Macalester campus on 
Snelling comes to mind, along with 
iced latte. Just the ticket.

Charley Harper print on organic cotton from Treadle Yard Goods 
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a good one. I found out later from 
its website that it’s half of a two-
store chain, the other half being Fox 
Den Books in River Falls, Wis. They 
claim that their online store, which 
includes the inventories of both, 
contains 60,000 books! They have 
a lot of new stuff that is not books. 
Among the things they sell are real-

ly interesting toys and games, hand-
made paper lanterns, socks, candles 
and incense with a literary theme, 
Macalester College swag, Harry 
Potter merchandise, and weird and 
interesting journals. 

And so, on to Treadle Yard 
Goods, 1338 Grand Ave. This store 
was a revelation to me. I am not a 
seamstress, nor a quilter. My moth-
er was, a bit, and so fabric stores 
are not totally alien territory to me. 
But it has been a while, and I am 
not au fait with the products or the 
lingo, so I had to do some research. 
Like, I found out what a fat quarter 
is. There were two prominent bin 
displays right inside the door—
one was bolts of mouthwatering-
ly  gorgeous oilcloth, which made 
me wish I was more crafty. The 
other was a bin of “fat quarters.” 
(You’ll have to look it up yourself 
and also learn about jelly rolls and 
charm squares and fat eighths.) I 
suspected they had something to 
do with quilting and I was right. I 
browsed some more, and here are 
the further cool things I saw: Birch 
organic cotton in prints by Charley 
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BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

Toward the end of 2018, a few 
high-profile business closings 
prompted concern in the me-
dia for the health of Grand Ave-
nue’s business environment. In 
retrospect, this may have been 
unfounded. Although compet-
ing forces of gentrification and 
economic stagnation for all but 
the wealthiest consumers, as well 
as general unease about the fu-

ture and the normal anxieties of 
demographic growth and change 
(both of which may also be base-
less) affect the entire Twin Cities 
area, and Grand Avenue is not 
exempt, on the whole the street 
and its commercial microclimate 
seem to be flourishing, or at least 
coping pretty well. Grand Avenue 
is a charming mix of old and new, 
ephemeral and lasting, traditional 
and proudly non. It has businesses 
so cryptic and modern that it’s al-

most impossible to tell what they 
actually do, and it has shiny-box 
apartment buildings insouciant-
ly sprouting up amongst the old 
brick residences, but it also has the 
venerable Lexington restaurant, in 
business at 1096 Grand (corner 
of Lex Parkway) since 1935, apart 
from a huge renovation hiatus 
from 2014 to 2017, and George’s 
Shoe and Leather Repair, which 
has been at 672 Grand Ave. since 
1905! 

To get some perspective, here 
is a panoramic view of what’s 
happening on Grand Avenue: 
businesses that left and what if 
anything took their places; new 
businesses; and businesses that are 
staying the course but maybe have 
a new business model or a slight 
upgrade. I could (and will!) do a 
whole subsection on restaurants, 
and I could (and will!) do a whole 
subsection on bookstores. But 
first, let’s look at some businesses 
that are neither restaurants nor 
bookstores, not that I would even 
know what that is. (Just kidding!) 

Atelier957 owners Marina and Liliya with Cameron Silver style guru
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We hit up an eclectic mix of shops 
and galleries all along the 3.5 mile 
stretch of Saint Paul’s Grand Ave-
nue on a hot summer day in early 
August. The methodology was to 
start at an arbitrary point near the 
western end of the Avenue and pro-
ceed eastward. Our theme was arts 
and crafts and books and games. 
So we started with breakfast, as you 
do. The stretch of Grand Avenue 
I started at contains Ramsey High 
School, which I parked in front of. 
There were a number of restaurants 
there—Indochine, Pad Thai, Italian 
Pie, and an amazing looking sea-
food place that I may go back to. 
A Breakfast Quesadilla at the Saint 
Paul Grand Avenue French Mead-
ow set me up for the day. And we’re 
off!

First stop is very close by in this 
1600 block of Grand Avenue: It’s 
Wet Paint, one of the premier art 
supply stores in the metro area. Wet 

Grand Avenue summer browse
Paint has been in its location since 
1976. They’re open seven days a 
week, they stock over 40,000 prod-
ucts, and you can also order on-
line and have things delivered. My 
first impression was that Wet Paint 
is mainly for serious artists, but 
they’re not just for serious artists. 
They have kits for children, many 
kinds of craft supplies and they also 
have an in-store framing shop, and 
they don’t make an amateur or a 
browser feel unwelcome. I learned 
a lot visiting this store. First off, I 
learned that they have classes there. 
For instance, Drawing Pet Portraits 
in Pastel Pencil is coming up on 
Aug. 28, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
for $84. I also learned that famous 
local artist Ta-Coumba Aiken has 
invented a new color, well a whole 
range of colors. And they’re all 
black. It’s called Knew Black, as in 
Knew Black is the New Black. You 
can buy this in a custom oil paint 
medium made by Gamblin Oil Col-
ors, or you can just buy the T-shirt 

if you’re not really a painter. Check 
out the website at www.wetpaintart.
com for more information on this 
and other events and new products. 

The next planned stop was Trea-
dle Yard Goods. But I got distracted 
by another store, Sixth Chamber 
Used Books, 1332 Grand Ave. I am 
a sucker for used bookstores. This is 

Harper, Liberty of London prints, 
an amazing selection of buttons, 
more quilting fabrics, including 
panels, some of which were stag-
geringly beautiful, a sign announc-
ing their machine quilting service, 
fancy pincushions for upwards of 
$20, and the pattern counter. This 
was always a big favorite of mine 
when fabric shopping with Mom. 
I recognized a few brands, such as 
Butterick, McCall’s and Simplicity, 
but there were some that were quite 
new to me: Burda, Jalie, Shapes and 
others. A very cool thing is specif-
ically vintage patterns, Decades 
of Style, which covers most of the 
20th century, and Truly Victorian, 
which is self-explanatory. 

The next visit was to Legacy 
Arts and Gifts, 1209 Grand Ave. 
This store, like many of the others 
along Grand Avenue, is in an old 
frame house of elegant propor-
tions. They specialize in two types 
of things besides local art—Polish 
pottery, and amber jewelry from 
the Baltic. (You should check out 
their website to read about the am-
ber artisans.) I gave both of these a 
long thorough look; they are both 
wonderful things, but I have too 
many tchotchkes already, so I have 
to rein myself in. But this was the 
only place where I bought some-
thing. I bought a lovely little tea-
cup because of the pale blue glaze. 
It was hand-thrown and a pleasing 
combination of homey-chunky 
and pretty-delicate, and was only 
$20. I was also quite taken by the 
photographs, and the hand-turned 
wood products such as bowls and 
cutting boards, and quite a lot of 
the pottery. 

The penultimate stop was Red 
Balloon Books, 891 Grand Ave., a 
children’s bookstore that also has 
books for adults, and all the other 
gifts and paraphernalia that mod-
ern bookstores have. This is one of 
the most attractive bookstores in 
town, and it’s no slouch in the prod-
ucts area either. They also have, un-
surprisingly, lots of events. Unfor-
tunately, we just missed Educators’ 
Night 2018, which was last Tuesday. 
Check their website at www.redbal-
loonbookshop.com for upcoming 
events. Besides physical books, Red 
Balloon is a Kobo seller of e-books, 
so while you’re at the website, you 
might want to check that out. They 
have a number of innovative pro-
grams to engage readers of all ages: 
a birthday club, several book clubs, 
a music program, birthday parties 
and party room rental. And they 
have their own line of “merch”—
posters and T-shirts and such. 

The final stop was almost in 
downtown, in the beautiful old 
building called Merchants of Cro-
cus Hill. This was Grand Hand 
Gallery, 619 Grand Ave. This beau-
tiful, spacious, chock-full space has 
been here since 2004 and is owned 
by Ann Ruhr-Pifer. It features art in 
many media from across the U.S. 
but highlights local artists and the 
upper Midwest. It is meant to reflect 
an esthetic of hand-crafted authen-
ticity, hand-carved, hand-painted, 

hand-blown, hand-thrown … and 
more, according to a legend paint-
ed in the doorway. I saw work by 
an artist I knew of from before, 
Betsy Bowen, who has her own gal-
lery in Grand Marais, Minn. And 
I learned of a new (to me) poet: 
Louis Jenkins, who apparently had 
done a reading there, and had sev-
eral volumes and one CD for sale. I 
was very impressed by, once again, 
pottery, jewelry and woodcarving, 
including a massive and beauti-

ful wood bowl priced very fairly 
at $1,125 (sadly out of my range). 
There were also glass, metal, fiber 
and mixed media items, as well as 
photography, painting and a huge 
selection of artists’ greeting cards. 
One of the most original artists 
whose works really caught my at-
tention is Dahli Coles. She makes 
bags, purses and other accessories 
out of old newspapers, heavily lam-
inated into a kind of pleather-like 

texture. 
After all this browsing and one 

instance of actual shopping, it was 
almost lunchtime and what with 
the heat, I needed refreshment. So 
as I head back Minneapolis-ward, a 
stop at one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest, Dunn Bros. coffee roasters 
just off the Macalester campus on 
Snelling comes to mind, along with 
iced latte. Just the ticket.

Charley Harper print on organic cotton from Treadle Yard Goods 
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a good one. I found out later from 
its website that it’s half of a two-
store chain, the other half being Fox 
Den Books in River Falls, Wis. They 
claim that their online store, which 
includes the inventories of both, 
contains 60,000 books! They have 
a lot of new stuff that is not books. 
Among the things they sell are real-

ly interesting toys and games, hand-
made paper lanterns, socks, candles 
and incense with a literary theme, 
Macalester College swag, Harry 
Potter merchandise, and weird and 
interesting journals. 

And so, on to Treadle Yard 
Goods, 1338 Grand Ave. This store 
was a revelation to me. I am not a 
seamstress, nor a quilter. My moth-
er was, a bit, and so fabric stores 
are not totally alien territory to me. 
But it has been a while, and I am 
not au fait with the products or the 
lingo, so I had to do some research. 
Like, I found out what a fat quarter 
is. There were two prominent bin 
displays right inside the door—
one was bolts of mouthwatering-
ly  gorgeous oilcloth, which made 
me wish I was more crafty. The 
other was a bin of “fat quarters.” 
(You’ll have to look it up yourself 
and also learn about jelly rolls and 
charm squares and fat eighths.) I 
suspected they had something to 
do with quilting and I was right. I 
browsed some more, and here are 
the further cool things I saw: Birch 
organic cotton in prints by Charley 
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Atelier957 (not surprisingly 
located at 957 Grand Ave.) is a 
stayer, with a slight change in busi-
ness from last year. Here’s a quick 
history, quoted from their website: 
“We are sisters, Marina and Liliya. 
Over twenty years ago we moved 
to the U.S. from Kiev. Growing up 
with a love of clothes and watching 
our mom as a talented seamstress, 
I (Marina) became skilled in tai-
loring and making clothes. … I 
opened Perfect Fit by Marina, a 
small ... alterations and dressmak-
ing shop … My dream of expand-
ing the business to create a fashion 
destination for women became a 
reality in 2012, when we opened 
ATELIER957 in a Victorian home 
on Grand Avenue. In summer of 
2018, we closed the tailoring shop 
to focus on the boutique, includ-
ing a dedicated shoe room. The 
clothing and accessories we carry 
are mainly from small designers 
in Europe and locally in the U.S. 
who sew or create each piece [by 
hand].” If you like wearing fash-
ionable women’s clothes that are 
truly unique, eye-catching and 
comfortable, or if you love re-
ally unusual shoes and arty ac-
cessories, you must check out 
Atelier957. And they have a wide 
range of sizes for a designer shop, 
so don’t be shy. To get a taste, see 
their Facebook page. 

J W Hulme’s retail leather ac-
cessory store is both a new busi-
ness and a quite old business to 
Grand Avenue. Their “story” on 
their Facebook page says: “Our 
roots date back to 1905 [coinci-
dentally, the same year as George’s 
Shoe Repair] to when John Willis 
Hulme founded our company in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. Originally a 
manufacturer of canvas awnings, 
the company made tents for the 
army in World War I and soon 
expanded into cases, bags and 
equipment for outdoorsmen … 
Today we make products loved by 
modern adventurers ... Every trav-
el piece, briefcase, and handbag is 
designed to be a resilient compan-
ion for all your journeys, ... each 

bag offers the sensory experience 
of high-quality leather made from 
American hides, with solid brass 
hardware and heavyweight stitch-
ing.“ The “new” part is that there 
was a factory producing these 
goods on Grand for many years, 
but that recently closed and re-
opened as an upscale retail outlet. 
The factories are now somewhere 
else. 

The Grand Hand Gallery, which 
we covered previously, is still there 
at 619 Grand Ave. but has new 
owners. They have not made many 
changes except adding a “W2” to 
the shop name to indicate that two 
women own it (or to make people 
think it’s located in the fashionable 
West End of London).

Mischief is new to Grand Av-
enue. Their initial shop was lo-
cated on Como Avenue, and was 
Peapods, a toy and accessory shop 
for babies and very young chil-
dren. Mischief grew as an annex to 
Peapods, and caters to older kids, 
teens and playful adults. Mischief ’s 
new-this-year shop at 818 Grand 
Ave. replaces a closed flower shop, 
the name of which has been lost on 
the internet. They have a website, a 
Facebook page, an Instagram ac-
count, and a 14-year-old daughter 
who is their assistant curator of 
books and comics. 

Traditions was a longtime sta-
ple of Grand Avenue shopping 
with its customizable fine furni-
ture, but they also had expanded 
to a second store in St. Louis Park. 

In late 2018 they closed the Grand 
Avenue shop and it is currently 
undergoing renovations. Word is 
it will reopen as a branch of Chase 
Bank. 

One of the big stories of 2018-
2019 was around the Bibelot, the 
iconic gift shop founded in the 
1960s on Como Avenue in St. An-
thony Park by Roxie Freese. Over 
the years, it expanded to four lo-
cations, including Grand Avenue 
and Linden Hills in Minneapolis. 
Roxie announced her well-de-
served retirement (in her 80s!) last 
year with a massive closing sale. 
But before that process completed, 
Sharon and Tyler Conrad, owners 
of Good Things, based in Maple 

Trade 
Winds
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Grove and White Bear Lake, of-
fered to buy two of her shops and 
fold them into their mini-chain, 
preserving the quality of products 

and goodwill of both businesses. 
So now the shop at 1082 Grand 
Ave. is Good Things, but you can 
still call it the Bibelot if you want 
to. 

In restaurant news, the “leavers” 

are Barbary Fig (a fine dining des-
tination); Axel’s Bonfire and Wild 
Onion (dance and party bars with 
food); and Sunrise Cafe (adjunct 
to a food store). That may seem 
like a lot, but the net amount of 
restaurants is not down much, if at 
all. Wild Onion was fairly quick-
ly replaced by Red Rabbit. And 
Sunrise Cafe didn’t really close; 
its owner changed the name and 
nature by opening the Iron Rang-
er. Both of these new venues are 
pretty hot right now on Grand 
Avenue. Red Rabbit, at 788 Grand 
Ave., is billed as “authentic, un-
complicated Italian.” It’s the sec-
ond Red Rabbit in the Twin Cities 
(the first is in Minneapolis’ North 
Loop restaurant shangri-la). Red 
Rabbits are in turn an extension 
of Luke Shimp’s Red Cow chain 
of four local restaurants. The Iron 
Ranger at 1085 Grand Ave. is do-
ing exceptionally well. It’s a neigh-
borhood pub that is a continuation 
of a family business begun over 
a century ago in the Iron Range 
town of Hibbing. They serve au-
thentic Iron Range specialties in-
cluding porketta, poutine, pasties 
and potica. They also have Croa-
tian cabbage rolls, stromboli, and 
Iron Range versions of comfort 
foods like tater tots, cheese curds 
and nachos. Other menu items 
include Reubens, cubanos and 
flatbreads, and there is a wide se-

lection of draft and bottled beers 
from around the Great Lakes and 
Twin Cities. Patrons who left on-
line reviews praised the authen-
ticity of the Iron Ranger’s unique 
mix of Italian, Croatian and Slo-
venian dishes, offering a “little bit 
of home” to northern Minnesota 
natives and introducing new tastes 
to those who have never ventured 
north of Duluth.

And now, finally, to the book-
stores. Against the Current, at 1658 
Grand Ave., is a recent addition to 
the avenue, having been opened in 
its small space and also online by 
Macalester alumnus Hal Johnson 
in late 2017. It advertises Used and 
Rare Books, an ambitious niche 
market to be getting into. Mean-
while, sadly, Sixth Chamber Books 
at 1332 Grand Ave., another great 

store we covered in last year’s fo-
cus, has closed its Saint Paul brick-
and-mortar presence, although 
its sister location, Fox Den Books 
in Stillwater, is still open, as is its 
impressive online store. Red Bal-
loon, set to celebrate its 35th year 
in 2020, is still going strong. And, I 
know this will be old news to bib-
liophiles, but for those who aren’t 
such, Garrison Keillor’s Common 
Good Books, at 38 Snelling Ave., 
was bought by Saint Paul book-
lover Nick Ballas and the name 
was changed to Next Chapter. So, 
the good news is that despite the 
continuing surge of online book 
sales (a thing I am deeply conflict-
ed about, in a love-hate kind of 
way) the net loss for 2018-2019 to 
Saint Paul is zero, or perhaps mi-
nus one-half bookstores. 
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We hit up an eclectic mix of shops 
and galleries all along the 3.5 mile 
stretch of Saint Paul’s Grand Ave-
nue on a hot summer day in early 
August. The methodology was to 
start at an arbitrary point near the 
western end of the Avenue and pro-
ceed eastward. Our theme was arts 
and crafts and books and games. 
So we started with breakfast, as you 
do. The stretch of Grand Avenue 
I started at contains Ramsey High 
School, which I parked in front of. 
There were a number of restaurants 
there—Indochine, Pad Thai, Italian 
Pie, and an amazing looking sea-
food place that I may go back to. 
A Breakfast Quesadilla at the Saint 
Paul Grand Avenue French Mead-
ow set me up for the day. And we’re 
off!

First stop is very close by in this 
1600 block of Grand Avenue: It’s 
Wet Paint, one of the premier art 
supply stores in the metro area. Wet 

Grand Avenue summer browse
Paint has been in its location since 
1976. They’re open seven days a 
week, they stock over 40,000 prod-
ucts, and you can also order on-
line and have things delivered. My 
first impression was that Wet Paint 
is mainly for serious artists, but 
they’re not just for serious artists. 
They have kits for children, many 
kinds of craft supplies and they also 
have an in-store framing shop, and 
they don’t make an amateur or a 
browser feel unwelcome. I learned 
a lot visiting this store. First off, I 
learned that they have classes there. 
For instance, Drawing Pet Portraits 
in Pastel Pencil is coming up on 
Aug. 28, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
for $84. I also learned that famous 
local artist Ta-Coumba Aiken has 
invented a new color, well a whole 
range of colors. And they’re all 
black. It’s called Knew Black, as in 
Knew Black is the New Black. You 
can buy this in a custom oil paint 
medium made by Gamblin Oil Col-
ors, or you can just buy the T-shirt 

if you’re not really a painter. Check 
out the website at www.wetpaintart.
com for more information on this 
and other events and new products. 

The next planned stop was Trea-
dle Yard Goods. But I got distracted 
by another store, Sixth Chamber 
Used Books, 1332 Grand Ave. I am 
a sucker for used bookstores. This is 

Harper, Liberty of London prints, 
an amazing selection of buttons, 
more quilting fabrics, including 
panels, some of which were stag-
geringly beautiful, a sign announc-
ing their machine quilting service, 
fancy pincushions for upwards of 
$20, and the pattern counter. This 
was always a big favorite of mine 
when fabric shopping with Mom. 
I recognized a few brands, such as 
Butterick, McCall’s and Simplicity, 
but there were some that were quite 
new to me: Burda, Jalie, Shapes and 
others. A very cool thing is specif-
ically vintage patterns, Decades 
of Style, which covers most of the 
20th century, and Truly Victorian, 
which is self-explanatory. 

The next visit was to Legacy 
Arts and Gifts, 1209 Grand Ave. 
This store, like many of the others 
along Grand Avenue, is in an old 
frame house of elegant propor-
tions. They specialize in two types 
of things besides local art—Polish 
pottery, and amber jewelry from 
the Baltic. (You should check out 
their website to read about the am-
ber artisans.) I gave both of these a 
long thorough look; they are both 
wonderful things, but I have too 
many tchotchkes already, so I have 
to rein myself in. But this was the 
only place where I bought some-
thing. I bought a lovely little tea-
cup because of the pale blue glaze. 
It was hand-thrown and a pleasing 
combination of homey-chunky 
and pretty-delicate, and was only 
$20. I was also quite taken by the 
photographs, and the hand-turned 
wood products such as bowls and 
cutting boards, and quite a lot of 
the pottery. 

The penultimate stop was Red 
Balloon Books, 891 Grand Ave., a 
children’s bookstore that also has 
books for adults, and all the other 
gifts and paraphernalia that mod-
ern bookstores have. This is one of 
the most attractive bookstores in 
town, and it’s no slouch in the prod-
ucts area either. They also have, un-
surprisingly, lots of events. Unfor-
tunately, we just missed Educators’ 
Night 2018, which was last Tuesday. 
Check their website at www.redbal-
loonbookshop.com for upcoming 
events. Besides physical books, Red 
Balloon is a Kobo seller of e-books, 
so while you’re at the website, you 
might want to check that out. They 
have a number of innovative pro-
grams to engage readers of all ages: 
a birthday club, several book clubs, 
a music program, birthday parties 
and party room rental. And they 
have their own line of “merch”—
posters and T-shirts and such. 

The final stop was almost in 
downtown, in the beautiful old 
building called Merchants of Cro-
cus Hill. This was Grand Hand 
Gallery, 619 Grand Ave. This beau-
tiful, spacious, chock-full space has 
been here since 2004 and is owned 
by Ann Ruhr-Pifer. It features art in 
many media from across the U.S. 
but highlights local artists and the 
upper Midwest. It is meant to reflect 
an esthetic of hand-crafted authen-
ticity, hand-carved, hand-painted, 

hand-blown, hand-thrown … and 
more, according to a legend paint-
ed in the doorway. I saw work by 
an artist I knew of from before, 
Betsy Bowen, who has her own gal-
lery in Grand Marais, Minn. And 
I learned of a new (to me) poet: 
Louis Jenkins, who apparently had 
done a reading there, and had sev-
eral volumes and one CD for sale. I 
was very impressed by, once again, 
pottery, jewelry and woodcarving, 
including a massive and beauti-

ful wood bowl priced very fairly 
at $1,125 (sadly out of my range). 
There were also glass, metal, fiber 
and mixed media items, as well as 
photography, painting and a huge 
selection of artists’ greeting cards. 
One of the most original artists 
whose works really caught my at-
tention is Dahli Coles. She makes 
bags, purses and other accessories 
out of old newspapers, heavily lam-
inated into a kind of pleather-like 

texture. 
After all this browsing and one 

instance of actual shopping, it was 
almost lunchtime and what with 
the heat, I needed refreshment. So 
as I head back Minneapolis-ward, a 
stop at one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest, Dunn Bros. coffee roasters 
just off the Macalester campus on 
Snelling comes to mind, along with 
iced latte. Just the ticket.

Charley Harper print on organic cotton from Treadle Yard Goods 

See Grand, page 3
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a good one. I found out later from 
its website that it’s half of a two-
store chain, the other half being Fox 
Den Books in River Falls, Wis. They 
claim that their online store, which 
includes the inventories of both, 
contains 60,000 books! They have 
a lot of new stuff that is not books. 
Among the things they sell are real-

ly interesting toys and games, hand-
made paper lanterns, socks, candles 
and incense with a literary theme, 
Macalester College swag, Harry 
Potter merchandise, and weird and 
interesting journals. 

And so, on to Treadle Yard 
Goods, 1338 Grand Ave. This store 
was a revelation to me. I am not a 
seamstress, nor a quilter. My moth-
er was, a bit, and so fabric stores 
are not totally alien territory to me. 
But it has been a while, and I am 
not au fait with the products or the 
lingo, so I had to do some research. 
Like, I found out what a fat quarter 
is. There were two prominent bin 
displays right inside the door—
one was bolts of mouthwatering-
ly  gorgeous oilcloth, which made 
me wish I was more crafty. The 
other was a bin of “fat quarters.” 
(You’ll have to look it up yourself 
and also learn about jelly rolls and 
charm squares and fat eighths.) I 
suspected they had something to 
do with quilting and I was right. I 
browsed some more, and here are 
the further cool things I saw: Birch 
organic cotton in prints by Charley 

“Right Where You Remember It”
Handmade Waffle Cones * Cakes * Catering

Saint Paul 
750 Grand Avenue 

651-293-1655 

Minneapolis 
4737 Cedar Avenue 

612-722-2261

2 WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COM 3WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COMAugust 2018 August 2018

BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

We hit up an eclectic mix of shops 
and galleries all along the 3.5 mile 
stretch of Saint Paul’s Grand Ave-
nue on a hot summer day in early 
August. The methodology was to 
start at an arbitrary point near the 
western end of the Avenue and pro-
ceed eastward. Our theme was arts 
and crafts and books and games. 
So we started with breakfast, as you 
do. The stretch of Grand Avenue 
I started at contains Ramsey High 
School, which I parked in front of. 
There were a number of restaurants 
there—Indochine, Pad Thai, Italian 
Pie, and an amazing looking sea-
food place that I may go back to. 
A Breakfast Quesadilla at the Saint 
Paul Grand Avenue French Mead-
ow set me up for the day. And we’re 
off!

First stop is very close by in this 
1600 block of Grand Avenue: It’s 
Wet Paint, one of the premier art 
supply stores in the metro area. Wet 

Grand Avenue summer browse
Paint has been in its location since 
1976. They’re open seven days a 
week, they stock over 40,000 prod-
ucts, and you can also order on-
line and have things delivered. My 
first impression was that Wet Paint 
is mainly for serious artists, but 
they’re not just for serious artists. 
They have kits for children, many 
kinds of craft supplies and they also 
have an in-store framing shop, and 
they don’t make an amateur or a 
browser feel unwelcome. I learned 
a lot visiting this store. First off, I 
learned that they have classes there. 
For instance, Drawing Pet Portraits 
in Pastel Pencil is coming up on 
Aug. 28, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
for $84. I also learned that famous 
local artist Ta-Coumba Aiken has 
invented a new color, well a whole 
range of colors. And they’re all 
black. It’s called Knew Black, as in 
Knew Black is the New Black. You 
can buy this in a custom oil paint 
medium made by Gamblin Oil Col-
ors, or you can just buy the T-shirt 

if you’re not really a painter. Check 
out the website at www.wetpaintart.
com for more information on this 
and other events and new products. 

The next planned stop was Trea-
dle Yard Goods. But I got distracted 
by another store, Sixth Chamber 
Used Books, 1332 Grand Ave. I am 
a sucker for used bookstores. This is 

Harper, Liberty of London prints, 
an amazing selection of buttons, 
more quilting fabrics, including 
panels, some of which were stag-
geringly beautiful, a sign announc-
ing their machine quilting service, 
fancy pincushions for upwards of 
$20, and the pattern counter. This 
was always a big favorite of mine 
when fabric shopping with Mom. 
I recognized a few brands, such as 
Butterick, McCall’s and Simplicity, 
but there were some that were quite 
new to me: Burda, Jalie, Shapes and 
others. A very cool thing is specif-
ically vintage patterns, Decades 
of Style, which covers most of the 
20th century, and Truly Victorian, 
which is self-explanatory. 

The next visit was to Legacy 
Arts and Gifts, 1209 Grand Ave. 
This store, like many of the others 
along Grand Avenue, is in an old 
frame house of elegant propor-
tions. They specialize in two types 
of things besides local art—Polish 
pottery, and amber jewelry from 
the Baltic. (You should check out 
their website to read about the am-
ber artisans.) I gave both of these a 
long thorough look; they are both 
wonderful things, but I have too 
many tchotchkes already, so I have 
to rein myself in. But this was the 
only place where I bought some-
thing. I bought a lovely little tea-
cup because of the pale blue glaze. 
It was hand-thrown and a pleasing 
combination of homey-chunky 
and pretty-delicate, and was only 
$20. I was also quite taken by the 
photographs, and the hand-turned 
wood products such as bowls and 
cutting boards, and quite a lot of 
the pottery. 

The penultimate stop was Red 
Balloon Books, 891 Grand Ave., a 
children’s bookstore that also has 
books for adults, and all the other 
gifts and paraphernalia that mod-
ern bookstores have. This is one of 
the most attractive bookstores in 
town, and it’s no slouch in the prod-
ucts area either. They also have, un-
surprisingly, lots of events. Unfor-
tunately, we just missed Educators’ 
Night 2018, which was last Tuesday. 
Check their website at www.redbal-
loonbookshop.com for upcoming 
events. Besides physical books, Red 
Balloon is a Kobo seller of e-books, 
so while you’re at the website, you 
might want to check that out. They 
have a number of innovative pro-
grams to engage readers of all ages: 
a birthday club, several book clubs, 
a music program, birthday parties 
and party room rental. And they 
have their own line of “merch”—
posters and T-shirts and such. 

The final stop was almost in 
downtown, in the beautiful old 
building called Merchants of Cro-
cus Hill. This was Grand Hand 
Gallery, 619 Grand Ave. This beau-
tiful, spacious, chock-full space has 
been here since 2004 and is owned 
by Ann Ruhr-Pifer. It features art in 
many media from across the U.S. 
but highlights local artists and the 
upper Midwest. It is meant to reflect 
an esthetic of hand-crafted authen-
ticity, hand-carved, hand-painted, 

hand-blown, hand-thrown … and 
more, according to a legend paint-
ed in the doorway. I saw work by 
an artist I knew of from before, 
Betsy Bowen, who has her own gal-
lery in Grand Marais, Minn. And 
I learned of a new (to me) poet: 
Louis Jenkins, who apparently had 
done a reading there, and had sev-
eral volumes and one CD for sale. I 
was very impressed by, once again, 
pottery, jewelry and woodcarving, 
including a massive and beauti-

ful wood bowl priced very fairly 
at $1,125 (sadly out of my range). 
There were also glass, metal, fiber 
and mixed media items, as well as 
photography, painting and a huge 
selection of artists’ greeting cards. 
One of the most original artists 
whose works really caught my at-
tention is Dahli Coles. She makes 
bags, purses and other accessories 
out of old newspapers, heavily lam-
inated into a kind of pleather-like 

texture. 
After all this browsing and one 

instance of actual shopping, it was 
almost lunchtime and what with 
the heat, I needed refreshment. So 
as I head back Minneapolis-ward, a 
stop at one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest, Dunn Bros. coffee roasters 
just off the Macalester campus on 
Snelling comes to mind, along with 
iced latte. Just the ticket.

Charley Harper print on organic cotton from Treadle Yard Goods 

See Grand, page 3
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a good one. I found out later from 
its website that it’s half of a two-
store chain, the other half being Fox 
Den Books in River Falls, Wis. They 
claim that their online store, which 
includes the inventories of both, 
contains 60,000 books! They have 
a lot of new stuff that is not books. 
Among the things they sell are real-

ly interesting toys and games, hand-
made paper lanterns, socks, candles 
and incense with a literary theme, 
Macalester College swag, Harry 
Potter merchandise, and weird and 
interesting journals. 

And so, on to Treadle Yard 
Goods, 1338 Grand Ave. This store 
was a revelation to me. I am not a 
seamstress, nor a quilter. My moth-
er was, a bit, and so fabric stores 
are not totally alien territory to me. 
But it has been a while, and I am 
not au fait with the products or the 
lingo, so I had to do some research. 
Like, I found out what a fat quarter 
is. There were two prominent bin 
displays right inside the door—
one was bolts of mouthwatering-
ly  gorgeous oilcloth, which made 
me wish I was more crafty. The 
other was a bin of “fat quarters.” 
(You’ll have to look it up yourself 
and also learn about jelly rolls and 
charm squares and fat eighths.) I 
suspected they had something to 
do with quilting and I was right. I 
browsed some more, and here are 
the further cool things I saw: Birch 
organic cotton in prints by Charley 
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BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

We hit up an eclectic mix of shops 
and galleries all along the 3.5 mile 
stretch of Saint Paul’s Grand Ave-
nue on a hot summer day in early 
August. The methodology was to 
start at an arbitrary point near the 
western end of the Avenue and pro-
ceed eastward. Our theme was arts 
and crafts and books and games. 
So we started with breakfast, as you 
do. The stretch of Grand Avenue 
I started at contains Ramsey High 
School, which I parked in front of. 
There were a number of restaurants 
there—Indochine, Pad Thai, Italian 
Pie, and an amazing looking sea-
food place that I may go back to. 
A Breakfast Quesadilla at the Saint 
Paul Grand Avenue French Mead-
ow set me up for the day. And we’re 
off!

First stop is very close by in this 
1600 block of Grand Avenue: It’s 
Wet Paint, one of the premier art 
supply stores in the metro area. Wet 

Grand Avenue summer browse
Paint has been in its location since 
1976. They’re open seven days a 
week, they stock over 40,000 prod-
ucts, and you can also order on-
line and have things delivered. My 
first impression was that Wet Paint 
is mainly for serious artists, but 
they’re not just for serious artists. 
They have kits for children, many 
kinds of craft supplies and they also 
have an in-store framing shop, and 
they don’t make an amateur or a 
browser feel unwelcome. I learned 
a lot visiting this store. First off, I 
learned that they have classes there. 
For instance, Drawing Pet Portraits 
in Pastel Pencil is coming up on 
Aug. 28, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
for $84. I also learned that famous 
local artist Ta-Coumba Aiken has 
invented a new color, well a whole 
range of colors. And they’re all 
black. It’s called Knew Black, as in 
Knew Black is the New Black. You 
can buy this in a custom oil paint 
medium made by Gamblin Oil Col-
ors, or you can just buy the T-shirt 

if you’re not really a painter. Check 
out the website at www.wetpaintart.
com for more information on this 
and other events and new products. 

The next planned stop was Trea-
dle Yard Goods. But I got distracted 
by another store, Sixth Chamber 
Used Books, 1332 Grand Ave. I am 
a sucker for used bookstores. This is 

Harper, Liberty of London prints, 
an amazing selection of buttons, 
more quilting fabrics, including 
panels, some of which were stag-
geringly beautiful, a sign announc-
ing their machine quilting service, 
fancy pincushions for upwards of 
$20, and the pattern counter. This 
was always a big favorite of mine 
when fabric shopping with Mom. 
I recognized a few brands, such as 
Butterick, McCall’s and Simplicity, 
but there were some that were quite 
new to me: Burda, Jalie, Shapes and 
others. A very cool thing is specif-
ically vintage patterns, Decades 
of Style, which covers most of the 
20th century, and Truly Victorian, 
which is self-explanatory. 

The next visit was to Legacy 
Arts and Gifts, 1209 Grand Ave. 
This store, like many of the others 
along Grand Avenue, is in an old 
frame house of elegant propor-
tions. They specialize in two types 
of things besides local art—Polish 
pottery, and amber jewelry from 
the Baltic. (You should check out 
their website to read about the am-
ber artisans.) I gave both of these a 
long thorough look; they are both 
wonderful things, but I have too 
many tchotchkes already, so I have 
to rein myself in. But this was the 
only place where I bought some-
thing. I bought a lovely little tea-
cup because of the pale blue glaze. 
It was hand-thrown and a pleasing 
combination of homey-chunky 
and pretty-delicate, and was only 
$20. I was also quite taken by the 
photographs, and the hand-turned 
wood products such as bowls and 
cutting boards, and quite a lot of 
the pottery. 

The penultimate stop was Red 
Balloon Books, 891 Grand Ave., a 
children’s bookstore that also has 
books for adults, and all the other 
gifts and paraphernalia that mod-
ern bookstores have. This is one of 
the most attractive bookstores in 
town, and it’s no slouch in the prod-
ucts area either. They also have, un-
surprisingly, lots of events. Unfor-
tunately, we just missed Educators’ 
Night 2018, which was last Tuesday. 
Check their website at www.redbal-
loonbookshop.com for upcoming 
events. Besides physical books, Red 
Balloon is a Kobo seller of e-books, 
so while you’re at the website, you 
might want to check that out. They 
have a number of innovative pro-
grams to engage readers of all ages: 
a birthday club, several book clubs, 
a music program, birthday parties 
and party room rental. And they 
have their own line of “merch”—
posters and T-shirts and such. 

The final stop was almost in 
downtown, in the beautiful old 
building called Merchants of Cro-
cus Hill. This was Grand Hand 
Gallery, 619 Grand Ave. This beau-
tiful, spacious, chock-full space has 
been here since 2004 and is owned 
by Ann Ruhr-Pifer. It features art in 
many media from across the U.S. 
but highlights local artists and the 
upper Midwest. It is meant to reflect 
an esthetic of hand-crafted authen-
ticity, hand-carved, hand-painted, 

hand-blown, hand-thrown … and 
more, according to a legend paint-
ed in the doorway. I saw work by 
an artist I knew of from before, 
Betsy Bowen, who has her own gal-
lery in Grand Marais, Minn. And 
I learned of a new (to me) poet: 
Louis Jenkins, who apparently had 
done a reading there, and had sev-
eral volumes and one CD for sale. I 
was very impressed by, once again, 
pottery, jewelry and woodcarving, 
including a massive and beauti-

ful wood bowl priced very fairly 
at $1,125 (sadly out of my range). 
There were also glass, metal, fiber 
and mixed media items, as well as 
photography, painting and a huge 
selection of artists’ greeting cards. 
One of the most original artists 
whose works really caught my at-
tention is Dahli Coles. She makes 
bags, purses and other accessories 
out of old newspapers, heavily lam-
inated into a kind of pleather-like 

texture. 
After all this browsing and one 

instance of actual shopping, it was 
almost lunchtime and what with 
the heat, I needed refreshment. So 
as I head back Minneapolis-ward, a 
stop at one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest, Dunn Bros. coffee roasters 
just off the Macalester campus on 
Snelling comes to mind, along with 
iced latte. Just the ticket.

Charley Harper print on organic cotton from Treadle Yard Goods 

See Grand, page 3

Grand, from page 2
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a good one. I found out later from 
its website that it’s half of a two-
store chain, the other half being Fox 
Den Books in River Falls, Wis. They 
claim that their online store, which 
includes the inventories of both, 
contains 60,000 books! They have 
a lot of new stuff that is not books. 
Among the things they sell are real-

ly interesting toys and games, hand-
made paper lanterns, socks, candles 
and incense with a literary theme, 
Macalester College swag, Harry 
Potter merchandise, and weird and 
interesting journals. 

And so, on to Treadle Yard 
Goods, 1338 Grand Ave. This store 
was a revelation to me. I am not a 
seamstress, nor a quilter. My moth-
er was, a bit, and so fabric stores 
are not totally alien territory to me. 
But it has been a while, and I am 
not au fait with the products or the 
lingo, so I had to do some research. 
Like, I found out what a fat quarter 
is. There were two prominent bin 
displays right inside the door—
one was bolts of mouthwatering-
ly  gorgeous oilcloth, which made 
me wish I was more crafty. The 
other was a bin of “fat quarters.” 
(You’ll have to look it up yourself 
and also learn about jelly rolls and 
charm squares and fat eighths.) I 
suspected they had something to 
do with quilting and I was right. I 
browsed some more, and here are 
the further cool things I saw: Birch 
organic cotton in prints by Charley 
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BY ELINA KOLSTAD

On arriving in MSP after a 
two-week trip to Germany vis-
iting family, I found out that the 
Perkins in my neighborhood, the 
last remaining Perkins in Minne-
apolis, had permanently closed a 
few days earlier. The next day I 
went to an event near the house 
I grew up in and discovered that 
the laundromat nearby has also 
permanently closed. After the 
recent closing of the Savers on 
Lake Street (again, the only one 
in Minneapolis) and after walking 
the streets of cities with buildings 
hundreds of years old, some still 

pockmarked by WWII, and play-
grounds repaired and maintained 
for decades, these combined clos-
ings felt like a gut punch.

Change is inevitable, but 
changes that so disproportion-
ately impact lower-income peo-
ple and that are likely to lead to 
drastic gentrification leave me 
frustrated and concerned with 
the future of this city. There is 
also the question of what is likely 
to replace these businesses. The 
building that houses the laundro-
mat is unlikely to change physi-
cally, but even if it is replaced by 
something great, it’s unlikely that 
the new business will serve as vital 
a function to people of so many 
income levels as did the laundro-
mat. I expect apartments of some 
sort to replace the Savers and the 
Perkins.

There is nothing inherently 
wrong with apartment build-
ings. In fact, I would love to live 

in a condo. The problem I have is 
with the housing that is built in 

our city. Quite frankly it’s crap. 
Condos as they are constructed in 
Minneapolis are not an option for 
me and my family for a number 
of reasons.

Having relatives overseas 
means we regularly have guests 
that stay a minimum of two weeks 
at a time; we also have a child and 
I work from home. This means 
we need a minimum of three bed-
rooms (full disclosure, the house 
we live in only has two bedrooms 
but has a basement that can and 
will one day be finished). It is very 
rare to find a condo with three 
bedrooms in Minneapolis. It’s 
also surprisingly difficult to find a 
condo building that has two-bed-
room units but offers a guest 
room within the building for rent.

And when it comes to the 
two-bedroom units available … 
in my experience many of the 
two-bedroom condos in Minne-
apolis, especially new construc-
tion, don’t have windows in the 

second bedroom! I find it espe-
cially disturbing that these units 
usually consist of a master suite 
with a sweeping wall of windows 
while the secondary room (as in 
the option for the kid’s room) has 
no windows at all. I would be less 
upset by this if it were the excep-
tion rather than the norm. Apart-
ment buildings built in Minneap-
olis, whether as rental or owner 
occupant, also have a frustrating 
lack of outdoor space. If they 
have any private outdoor space 
at all, it is often limited to small 
and narrow balconies. The lack of 
windows and outdoor space are 
problems for me personally but 
also things that I consider to be 
problematic for the city to con-
done and endorse through our 
building policies.

The really frustrating thing is 
that it doesn’t have to be this way 
at all. On our visits to Europe 

and the Middle East we have seen 
many wonderful configurations 
of high-density housing that al-
low for plenty of windows and 
access to outdoor space, both his-
toric and new construction. 

But the reality is, based on 
current market values and activ-
ity, the Savers and Perkins will 
be replaced by apartments like 
“Luna” next to Davanni’s, set to 
open in the fall, where rents start 

at $1,250-for a 451-square-foot 
studio-and bedrooms without 
windows seem to be standard. 
https://www.apartments.com/lu-
na-minneapolis-mn/4kmtryh/

Whatever goes in on these 
sites, I doubt it will be in any 
way, shape, or form accessible to 
those who patronized any of the 
previous establishments during 
their decades of business. There is 
something chilling in that.

Savers, Perkins and a laundromat

Order fresh, local produce online 
every week.

Delivered by bicycle in 55406, 55407.
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Available this week 
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Tomatoes, 
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   Beets, Cucumbers, 
Swiss Chard, 
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Hiawatha. This will flood the golf 
course and most certainly destroy 
it. The justification for reducing 
pumping was that the Park Board 
was exceeding an amount spec-
ified on the original Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources’ 
permit. There was never an order 
from the DNR to reduce pump-
ing; however, the Park Board used 
the difference to manufacture a 
mandate. As Kathryn Kelly wrote 
in Southside Pride last month, 
“And, let us remember Park Board 
President Bourn’s question to Mr. 
Schroeder last year. He asked, ‘So, 
no one is making us do reduced 
pumping. If we do this, we are do-
ing this because WE want to?’ Mr. 
Schroeder replied, ‘Yes.’ ”  https://
southsidepride.com/2019/07/01/
back-to-the-20s/

The Park Board claims it is 
planning a wetland restoration, 
but this seems a very artificial res-
toration because a recently created 
dam that has no obvious purpose 
is holding back more than 2 feet 
of water in Lake Hiawatha that 
should be flowing down Minneha-
ha Creek.

Park commissioners swear an 
oath to protect the public welfare. 
The willful destruction of an his-
toric cultural resource and the 
transformation of it into a swamp 
seems contrary to the public in-
terest and a violation of the pub-
lic trust. However, the Petitioner’s 
Writ of Mandamus has a much 
narrower focus and asks for a 
much more limited action. 

The Petitioner, empowered by 
the Tenth Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution that recognizes that 
all powers of governance not re-
stricted by the federal or state gov-
ernments are reserved for the peo-
ple; recognizing that the State of 
Minnesota provides a remedy for 
the malfeasance of an elected pub-

lic body through a Writ of Manda-
mus; understanding that as a tax-
payer in Minneapolis and a patron 
of Hiawatha Golf Course the Pe-
titioner has the fiduciary respon-
sibility to monitor the care of a 
cultural resource held in the public 
trust; having asked Michael Schro-
eder and the Park Board for over 
a year through personal emails 
and the pages of Southside Pride, 
a monthly newspaper delivered to 
50,000 homes in South Minneap-
olis, to either justify or remove the 
boulders that have formed a rock 
weir under the 30th Avenue foot-
bridge that has caused flooding 
of local homes and the Hiawatha 
Golf Course; the Petitioner asserts 
legal standing and asks the court 
to order the Park Board to remove 
those unnatural barriers that re-
strict the flow of water from Lake 
Hiawatha to Minnehaha Creek.

Respondents claim, in addition 
to alleging the Petitioner does 
not having legal standing, “it is 
also important for the court to 
be aware that Petitioner’s ‘factual’ 
basis for the writ is fraught with 
inaccuracies and that the process 
for alleviating the water issues at 
Hiawatha Golf Course are still in 
the process and any court action 
would be premature.”

This statement is typical of the 
obfuscation and distortion the 
Park Board has used to charac-
terize its plans. There is no pro-
cess in place for “alleviating” the 
problem of flooding at Hiawatha 
Golf Course. The Community 
Advisory Committee has not been 
established to ease or reduce the 
problem of flooding (the normal 
meaning of the term alleviate) but 
to rationalize the exacerbation of 
the problem of flooding by reduc-
ing pumping.

Respondents quote the Barr 
report: “The lowest channel ele-
vation is 809.0 feet and lowering 
the control for the water levels in 

Lake Hiawatha to that elevation 
(approximately 1.5 feet) would 
require excavation of approxi-
mately 2000 feet of creek channel, 
replacement/lowering of utility 
crossings under the creek bed, and 
the associated permitting for these 
activities.”

The highest active utility pipe 
crossing Minnehaha Creek is the 
interceptor at 808.  Petitioner an-
swered these questions in an ar-
ticle in Southside Pride in July of 
2018:

Michael Schroeder wrote to 
me: “If it were practical to remove 
ALL the obstructions to flow of 
the creek below Lake Hiawatha, it 
would reduce the elevation of the 
lake. However, as we’ve discussed 
previously, there are AT LEAST 19 
obstructions in the first 2,000 feet 
of the creek below Lake Hiawatha, 
with the weir being one of those 
19. Removal of some might be 
possible; removal of all would like-
ly be impracticable.”

In spite of all my research I 
could not find 19 obstructions in 
the first 2,000 feet of the creek.

Enrique Velázquez, the surface 
water and sewers manager of Busi-
ness Operations for the City of 
Minneapolis, Public Works, wrote 
to me:

“Here is a summary of pipes 
underground shown in Figure 9 
from upstream to downstream:

1. City sanitary at 28th Ave: top 
of pipe appears to be at 808’

2. MCES interceptor sanitary 
sewer (city lines flow into this): 
top of pipe appears to be slightly 
below 808’

3. City sanitary at 29th Ave: top 
of pipe appears to be at 806.5’

4. City sanitary at 30th Ave: top 
of pipe appears to be at 805’

5. MCES interceptor sanitary 
sewer (same pipe as #2 above): top 
of pipe appears to be slightly above 
807’

6. City sanitary just east of No-

komis Ave: top of pipe appears to 
be at 806.5’. ”

h t t p s : / / s o u t h s i d e p r i d e .
com/2018/07/02/stop-the-flood-
ing/

Aside from the permanent arti-
ficial obstructions (the weir at 27th 
Avenue, the abandoned gas pipe-
line at 28th Avenue and the rock 
weir at 30th Avenue) the other ob-
structions to the flow of the creek 
would be the accumulated sand 
and silt that have been dumped 
onto city streets in the winter that 
flow into the storm sewers from 
Chicago Avenue in the west to 
27th Avenue in the east, from Lake 
Street to 43rd Street. The sand that 
flows into Lake Hiawatha dumps 
into the north shore of the lake. 
When Theodore Wirth dredged 
the lake in 1929, the depth was 
33 feet. Today it is hard to find a 
depth of 12 feet. There are small-
er storm sewer outlets from 29th 
Avenue to 36th Avenue that dump 
sand directly into the creek. Once 
the obstructions are down and the 
flow of the creek returns to nor-
mal, most of that sand and debris 
will probably move downstream.

Respondents say, “Petitioner 
presents to the court that remov-
ing the ‘weir’ will alleviate flood-
ing of the golf course and the area 
around it.” Barr Engineering has 
determined that the rock weir is 
810.7 feet above sea level and is 
the control point for the water lev-
el of Minnehaha Creek and Lake 
Hiawatha. The highest point of 
a municipal sewer line crossing 
Minnehaha Creek is the Metro-
politan Interceptor line with a 
crown of 808 feet above sea level at 
28th Avenue. These facts are easily 
verifiable in the Barr Engineering 
Report and through the Minneap-
olis Engineering Department.  The 
Petitioner argues that by removing 
a wall (dam or weir) that is 810.7 
feet tall leaving the only other 
obstruction at 808 feet, the dif-
ference would be 2.7 feet. This is 
simple subtraction and rudimen-
tary mathematics and shouldn’t 
require additional documentation.

The Responders admit the rock 
weir is the high point that controls 
the water levels of Minnehaha 
Creek and Lake Hiawatha when 
they quote the Barr Engineering 
report: “The existing control of 
water levels in Lake Hiawatha is ei-
ther the high point in the channel 
upstream of 28th Avenue South 
(where there is a gas main crossing 
the creek) or the rock weir under 
the pedestrian bridge at 30th Av-
enue South.”

If you look east and down into 
the creek from the 28th Avenue 
bridge you can see a concrete 
structure that is the casing for an 
inactive gas pipeline belonging to 
CenterPoint Energy. 

From the article in Southside 
Pride:

“The utility line is mentioned in 
the 6/21/2017 memo from Jenni-
fer Koehler, PE & Kurt Leuthold, 
addressed to Michael Schroeder, 
Park Board planner, and Katrina 
Kessler, city engineer: ‘Hiawatha 

Golf Course Area—Water Man-
agement Alternatives’: ‘There is 
an abandoned CenterPoint gas 
main along 28th Avenue South 
and crosses on the downstream 
side of the 28th Avenue bridge. It 
is unclear if the abandoned main 
has been removed, but there are no 
other active lines crossing under 
Minnehaha Creek between Lake 
Hiawatha and Nokomis Avenue.’ ”

h t t p s : / / s o u t h s i d e p r i d e .
com/2018/07/02/stop-the-flood-
ing/

The pipe seems to be at the lev-
el of the creek bed. There doesn’t 
seem to be a noticeable drop in 
the water level of the creek after it 
passes the structure. This doesn’t 
seem like the point that controls 
the water level. The water flowing 
over the rock weir, on the other 
hand, takes a noticeable drop. 

However, since that photo was 
taken last year, there seems to have 
been some moving of boulders 
and much of the old boulder dam 
has been moved. It’s not clear if 
there is now a noticeable drop in 
the water level.  

That is why it is necessary for 
this court to mandate to the Park 
Board to remove the boulders that 
could raise the level of Minneha-
ha Creek and Lake Hiawatha, and 
then contract with an engineering 
firm to do a profile of Minnehaha 
Creek to determine the new con-
trol point for the water level.

It is possible that the unused 
gas pipeline at 28th Avenue is 
at about the same height as the 
rock weir. In that case the Park 
Board should ask CenterPoint to 
remove their pipeline. The point 
of this lawsuit is to return the lev-
el of Minnehaha Creek to what it 
was when the 11-foot-in-diame-
ter interceptor sewer line crossed 
the creek in 1928.  The crown of 
that sewer line is 808 feet above 
sea level. That was probably the 
control point for the water lev-
el of Minnehaha Creek and Lake 
Hiawatha when Theodore Wirth 
dredged Lake Hiawatha in 1929 
and created the park, ball fields 
and golf course by 1934. The aver-
age depth of the creek is 18 inches 
to 2 feet. This means the height of 
Lake Hiawatha, before the con-
struction of all the artificial dams 
and weirs, was probably 809.5 to 
810 feet above sea level. Today the 
lake is on average more than 812 
feet above sea level. If we could 
lower the water level of the lake by 
2 feet we would seriously reduce 
the danger of flooding in the sur-
rounding homes and golf course. 
And that would lower the need for 
pumping, which the Park Board 
claimed was its original intent. If it 
serves the public interest to reduce 
pumping groundwater out of the 
land surrounding Lake Hiawatha, 
then why not remove the artificial 
barriers that are blocking the flow 
of water out of the lake? 

The judge said he’d take the 
measure under advisement.  His 
staff explained that means he 
could take 90 days to reach a de-
cision.
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C. McGee’s Deli

Est. 1987

The best kept secret in the 
Warehouse District!

901 North 3rd Street #123
Minneapolis, MN 55401

612.288.0605

cmcgeesdeli.com

WE PUT $$
INTO OUR FOOD
NOT INTO OUR
ADVERTISING.

Catering Available

We use only the Highest 
Quaility Ingredients

Now Open
Mon-Fri 7am-4pm

My Day, from page 1

Where 40+ Get Strong

3 Free Visits

www.stpaulstrengthroom.com
651-334-7250


Free Personal Trainers 
30 Minute Workouts



DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

Open Streets Franklin Avenue is 
on Sunday, Aug. 25, this year, as ever 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Just like last 
year, the route stretches from Port-
land Avenue to 27th Avenue in the 
east (a block shy of the Seward Co-op 
store).  As each year’s Open Streets 

builds on the successes of the last, 
Open Streets keeps getting bigger and 
better. And 2019 is no exception. So, 
let’s dive right in.  

First the details which the devil is 
in. Plan your day, plan your route. 
You will only be able to cross Franklin 
at certain intersections, and these will 
have long waits. You can download 

and print a free pass for Metro Tran-
sit, all day and almost all routes, and 
there is an LRT station right in the 
middle of the route, slightly east of 
the American Indian Cultural Corri-
dor, and also a frequent bus route, the 
#2. Or you can ride a bike, skate, walk, 
or catch a Lyft to a good entry point. 
No doubt you can think of other op-
tions too. But have a heart for the sur-
rounding neighborhoods and don’t 
drive unless you have to, and park as 
far away as you’re able. You can bring 
your well-behaved and leashed pet. 
In fact, there are usually pet-specific 
activities. Definitely bring your kids, 
grandkids and friends. Bring money; 
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See Open Streets, page 8

Celebrate! Open Streets 
Franklin Avenue 

4165 Minnehaha Avenue Minneapolis, MN
612-656-9007 • awakeningsmn.com

Explore your Spiritual Path with Awakenings...
Gifts and Guidance for the Soul!

We have a wide selection of items to help you find your path including: Books, Oracle and 
Tarot Cards, Jewelry, Essential oils, Candles, Incense, Classes, Healing Services and More. Stop in

and check out the selection of locally made and unique gift items. Hours: Tue-Sat 10AM-7PM.

We have a wide selection of items to help you find your path including: Books, 
Oracle and Tarot Cards, Jewelry, Essential oils, Candles, Incense, Classes, 

Healing Services and More. Stop in and check out the selection of locally made 
and unique gift items.  Tues - Fri 11AM - 7PM & Sat from 10AM - 7PM

Introducing our 

new Poke bowl!

Celebrate Open Streets
on Franklin Ave. With Us!

Sunday, August 25   11am - 5 pm
2627 Franklin Avenue East, Minneapolis

612.354.2544  www.soberfishrestaurant.com

Introducing Curl Power Salon’s Curl Camp!
A camp for kids and teens to learn about and love their curls!
The last Sunday in August and September.
Kids camp at 11:00am, Teen camp at 2:00pm
Tuition assistance and scholarships available
Private sessions also available upon request

See you at Camp! 
2 locations: 

www.curlpowersalon.com 
IG / FB @curlpowersalon

8 E Franklin Ave 
MPLS MN 55404 
 612-872-8067

5015  Ewing Ave S 
MPLS MN 55410 
612-772-4292
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Seward Co-op at Open Streets



you’re gonna want to buy something, a 
cool drink if nothing else (and proba-
bly something else). The sponsors of 
Open Streets change slightly each year, 
although some are core—Our Streets 
Mpls, Metro Transit, Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield. Other sponsors are specific to 
different streets. For this year, Franklin 
Avenue’s sponsors include Lyft, AARP, 
Geico, Centerpoint, Xcel, and All En-
ergy Solar for the whole city, and for 
this event: Hope Community, Seward 
Community Co-op, KFAI radio sta-
tion, Music in MN, and the Childrens 
Hospitals. Although it’s not listed as a 

sponsor, the Native American Com-
munity Development Institute (NAC-
DI) is hosting an entire segment of the 
route called the American Indian Cul-
tural Corridor.  

Open Streets have tended to resolve 
into nodes of activity, and last year this 
was made official. The hubs this year 
are: at Portland Avenue, Hope Com-
munity, Inc.’s celebration of family, 
youth and hope; from 11th Avenue to 
Bloomington Avenue, the American 
Indian Cultural Corridor (with NAC-
DI, the Minneapolis American Indian 
Center, and All My Relations Gallery) 
featuring music, dance, art, food and 
more; at 23rd Avenue, Boneshaker 
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Stop in and check out our 
58th Anniversary Specials 
   during the month of  
          August!

Visit zippsliquors.com to sign up 
for our emails and see our 

Anniversary Specials each week.

Velkommen til Mindekirken! 
The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church  

(ELCA)         welcomes you to  experience  

  worship in the Norwegian language.  

           English translations are provided. 

   Sundays   9 a.m. in English 

       11 a.m. in Norwegian 

   924 E 21st Street , Minneapolis 

    (Franklin at 10th Ave.) 

     612-874-0716  

    www.mindekirken.org 

Indian Health Board of Minneapolis  1315 E 24th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55404

Phone: 612.721.9800 Email:  info@ihb-mpls.org

Indianhealthboard.com

Extended Clinic Hours
TUESDAYS | 8AM - 8PM

Call to make an appointment.

SOUTHEAST AUTO SERVICE
FAIR, HONEST AND FIXED RIGHT

4 - 27TH AVE. SE • www.seautoservice.com

WILLIAM R. PETERSEN
OWNER / TECHNICIAN
SERVICE@SEAUTOSERVICE.COM

GAETANO PODGORSKI
WRITER / TECHNICIAN

612-332-1932

Open Streets unicycle



Books featuring an interactive card 
game of AUTHORS that encompasses 
the entire route; and at 25th Avenue, 
the Mini East African Street Festival 
(with Seward Civic and Commerce 
Association) featuring the food, mu-
sic, dance and culture of East African 
communities. Because of the timing 
of this article, none of the planning is 
finished in time for publication, so we 
can’t tell you specifics about what to ex-
pect. Hope Community, NACDI, and 
Seward Civic and Commerce Associa-
tion did this last year, so it will probably 
be quite similar. Expect Hope Com-
munity to have at least one sound stage 
with some up-to-the-minute music and 
perhaps spoken word performances. 
Expect kids’  art activities here and also 
maybe outside of Articulture farther 
east along the Avenue. On the Ameri-
can Indian Cultural segment, check out 
the art at All My Relations Gallery, shop 
at the MAIC or at Ancient Traders, rest 
your feet at Pow Wow Grounds coffee 
shop. Probably Dream of Wild Health 
will be selling fresh produce from the 
garden. There will be drumming, and 
powwow-style dancing, and tradition-
al crafts. At Boneshaker, there will be 

books for sale, I am fairly certain. Near-
by businesses Seward Cafe, Welna II 
Hardware and Hoffman Guitars will 
probably have a sidewalk sale. Maybe 
Precision Grind Coffee will have some 
music or something, but if not, it’s an-
other good place to stop for a snack.  

The East African Street Festival 
could be called the Ea’t African Street 
Festival. Try both Somali and Ethiopian 
fare, and then compare. Sample some 
coffee from the people who invented it. 
The Somali Museum Dance troupe will 
be dancing in the streets. Farther east 
still, Seward Co-op will be selling food 
along with community and food poli-
cy, and hosting other activities in front 
of its Creamery Co-op Cafe and office 
building at 26th Avenue. They are part-
nering with Fair State Brewing (a coop-
eratively owned brewery in Saint Paul), 
Feral Beverage Co., Sonny’s Ice Cream 
and Springboard for the Arts. They will 
also have live music; Van Nixon and 
Mayyadda are signed up to perform.  

There will be food trucks. A lot of 
these, along with the information ta-
blers, sign up in the final weeks, so we 
can’t tell you who they are yet. But from 
the Open Streets central office we did 
get a list of food vendors that have come 
on board already—besides Seward Co-
op, look for Laune Bread—a pop-up 
and subscription microbakery; Seward 
Makes—a brand-new community and 
commercial kitchen on Milwaukee 
Avenue; You Betcha Kimchi; Serious 
Jam; Northstar Kombucha; Philly Sta-
tion; Hennepin Schools—as part of the 
free snacks in the summer program; 
and Soberfish—purveyors of Thai and 
Japanese food on the Avenue. Also, 
Driscoll’s #BerryTogether Berry Truck, 
Pharaoh’s Gyros food truck, Fresco’s 
Garden food truck, and the Philly 
Xpress food truck.  

Finally, another great feature of 
Open Streets, especially if you’re a po-
litical junkie, is the roving politicians, 
wandering petition signer-gatherers, 
and information booths by radical or-
ganizations you have yet to know. We 
know that Cam Gordon of Minneap-
olis City Council and Angela Conley 
of Hennepin County (or at least their 
teams) will be there. And, of course, 
Mayor Jacob Frey cannot physically 
pass up a possible photo op, especial-
ly if there are also goats or pigs in the 
picture. (JK! We love you, Mr. Mayor.)  
Who else will you be able to spot? Extra 
points if you get into an argument with 
them. Also look for Extinction Rebel-
lion to be selling their excellent artistic 
swag, all in service of trying to save hu-
manity (us) from extincting ourselves. 
Here’s to a future where every day is 
Open Streets.
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SUNDAY AUGUST 25, 11 A.M. – 5 P.M.
AT THE CREAMERY CAFÉ

2601 E. Franklin Ave., MPLS
coopcreamery.coop

Dream of Wild Health - Four Sisters Farmers Market
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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was probably the Egyptian rit-
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Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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then answer emergency calls 
at twice the rates—although 911 
would not be brought in for two 
years—another battle.  We had 
700 cops and no promotions for 
nine years. At the end we still had 
bloat. And I said so.

Today, cops work four days a 
week—and second jobs for three. 
They don’t have to pay the 20 
million dollar settlement because 
they don’t live here. Their out-of-
control actions—here and every-
where in the U.S. (including my 
alma mater NYPD)—continue 
with no interruptions. They’ve 
abandoned aggressive and legal 
police approaches like Decoys, 
Stings and Stakeouts.

Lots of chiefs—few workers.
The inefficiency, lack of ac-

countability and waste are dis-
graceful—and—yet, not a finger 
is lifted to change anything. The 
technical term for all this—in 
case you’ve forgotten—is feath-
erbedding.

Is it as bad as under Mayor 
Charles Stenvig (3X in the ’70s)?  
The honest answer is yes and no!  
Yes, there are bloated ranks, four-
day weeks, union power and 
such. The huge settlements, yes, 

but, no, there is not the naked, 
blatant spoils system of political 
rewards. The union is in charge, 
but they are not the mayor.

One-person patrols and 911 
enabled us to promise—and de-
liver—response to all genuine 
emergencies within six minutes. 
Four-day weeks and two-person 
patrols make this an impossible 
promise to keep.

A cop shoots and there is no 
accountability, only an obscene 
settlement. There used to be Fire-
arms Discharge Review Boards.

Who, in our system, gets re-
warded for reforms? No one. 
Instead, enablers get plaques of 
praise from the union. Everyone 
recoils from the horror of a vote 
of no confidence.

Capitalism works because if 
you don’t produce you are fired.  
If your product isn’t great a com-
petitor eats your lunch.  Ameri-
ca’s greatness lies in its capitalist 
capacity to create wealth. Polic-
ing is socialism. No one gets fired 
and it’s a free lunch.

I’ve cited one example after 
another in countless essays and 
my actions during a career that 
spanned 36 years and three agen-
cies. If you plugged my name 
into a NYPD chatroom you’d get 

a flood of denunciations for what 
a fool and idiot I am. A friend 
of mine did so and was really 
shocked.

And how have chiefs respond-
ed? “More cops are the answer.”

My answer was fewer cops and 
work them smarter.

That view, you’ll be shocked to 
learn, was wildly unpopular with 
five of the 13 council members 
there in the ’80s. They relied on 
the police union for money, votes 
and support.

The answer is really quite sim-
ple—appoint the union presi-
dent as chief of police and cancel 
the charade.

The incumbent, whose style 
and personality I envy, answers 
the diminishing challenge to 
America’s cops by calling for 
more hires. Flood the swamp. 
Catchy.

What the police chief should 
do—if he really wanted to do 
the right thing—is call for fewer 
cops. Work them eight hours in a 
five-day week, control overtime, 
reduce the supervisory numbers 
dramatically, install accountabil-
ity and remain the charming, 
sweet person he is.

There’s a wonderful NYPD ex-
pression for all this—but don’t 
read on if you’re easily offended: 
“They’re pissing all over you and 
telling you it’s raining.”

Get an umbrella.

The May 2019 Southside Pride 
carried an article by Tony Bouza 
in which he considers the film 
“Leviathan, or The Death of Sta-
lin” as an accurate assessment of 
Russia, and he extends this assess-
ment to Cuba and Venezuela and 
compares these countries with 
Scandinavia.

Chief Bouza praises Scandi-
navia for promoting freedom, 
inventiveness, competition and 
prosperity. He adds that “we do 
too.” Regrettably, the Chief is liv-
ing in the fantasy world of the 
Silver Screen concerning the USA.

Let us review the case of Cuba. 
The leader of that country, when 
the Chief played his role of “Se-
curity for a Visiting Dignitary” in 
the 1960s, was Fidel Castro. Cas-
tro had ended the regime of the 
dictator Fulgencio Batista, a U.S. 
puppet, in January 1959. Batista 
ruled by murder and terrorism 
against efforts by Cubans to bring 
freedom, inventiveness and pros-
perity to Cuba.

What did Fidel Castro achieve 

with his overthrow of the U.S. 
puppet Batista? He enabled his 
people to receive free education 
all the way to advanced univer-
sity degrees. As a result, the Cu-
ban people now have Universal 
Health Care for All, from medical 
personnel trained in Cuba. We 
should not forget that even U.S. 
citizens are now receiving medi-
cal training in Cuba, FOR FREE! 
A number of graduates from the 
Latin American School of Medi-
cine in Havana are now practicing 
medicine in the U.S.  They could 
not receive such an expensive 
education in their own country.  
Does the Chief know about this 
little detail?

With my deep respect to this 
cineaste aficionado, | hope that he 
will avoid confusing what he may 
have seen, on the Silver Screen, 
with the actual reality in our 
physical world.

Sincerely,
Enrique Gentzsch

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Contrast between real 
world and the movies

Bouza, from page 1
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Notes from the desk of peace activist 
Polly Mann (b. Nov. 19, 1919) 

Guns banned in New 
Zealand   

During World War II my hus-
band spent about a year on duty 
in Australia and his letters to me 
from there exacerbated my inter-
est not only in Australia, but also 
New Zealand. So, the New York 
Times article about gun usage in 

New Zealand drew my attention.  
The New Zealand government 

has banned the use (or posses-
sion) of guns. For those people 
still possessing them, the govern-
ment would buy them at what 
is considered a fair price.  Mike 
Johnson, the commander of the 
district’s police department, told 
reporters that gun owners would 
be paid $300,000 for 324 now-il-
legal guns.  

This occurred as the result of 
a March 2019 gun attack on a 
mosque where 51 people were 
killed and several others wound-
ed. New Zealand’s prime minister 
announced that semi-automatic 
weapons would be included in the 
ban. Police are also trying to seize 
unregistered arms.  

A 2017 small arms survey esti-
mated that there were 1.2 million 
guns in New Zealand, which has a 
population of 4.8 million people. 
I suspect there would be a fierce 
political battle in the U.S. were 
such a ban submitted either to 
Congress or to a vote of the pub-
lic. New Zealand does not have a 
strong political pro-gun lobby or 
the National Rifle Association to 
contend with.    

U.S. federal govern-
ment revisits death 
penalty

The federal government is go-
ing to execute five people start-
ing in December of this year, the 
first such event since 2003. Al-
though the death penalty is legal 
in 30 states, executions called by 
the federal government are rare. 
There have been only been three 
since 1988. Executions are not 
cheapo. The average cost of one 
is $620,932. In 2014, following 
a botched execution, President 
Barack Obama directed the Jus-
tice Department to conduct a 
broad review of the process. There 
are now 61 inmates on death row 
and five are slated for execution 
this year.

Norway has done away with 
executions and it has also done 
away with lifetime imprisonment.
There each inmate has a cell with 
a bathroom, television, desk and 
computer. Guards are encouraged 
to maintain friendly relations with 
prisoners. I wonder what it would 
take to convince our government 
to follow the Norwegian plan and 
eliminate executions?
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Why?, from page 1

Fresh Heir Delivery is looking for a news-
paper carrier available for 2-4 residential 
routes per week in the Minneapolis/St. Paul 
area. The carrier’s role will be viewed as an 
independent contractor.

The role pays about an average of  $13-15/
hr per route. Routes are dedicated to the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul area.

If  you are interested in this opportunity, 
please send your information to FreshHeir-
Delivery@gmail.com including your name, 
phone number and resume/qualifications (if  
possible), or call 612-669-5520 and we will 
get back to you as soon as possible. Serious 
inquiries only.  

Trump weaponizes racism
BY LYDIA HOWELL

Donald Trump’s racism 
can’t be sincerely debated 
now.  His press conference 
speechwriter-created “de-
nouncement” of racism is 
meaningless—which Tweets 
and his next rally ranting will 
contradict.

Racists, neo-Nazi and white 
supremacist militia groups 
claim Trump as their own. 

Trump is directly quoted 
by the mass murderers who 
massacred Muslims in Christ-
church; killed praying Jews in 
the Pittsburgh synagogue; and 
targeted Latinos in El Paso. 
Trump’s defense of Charlot-
tesville “fine people” white 
supremacists was a warning—
excused by many. 

For years, Trump was the 
biggest megaphone of the 
“birther” conspiracy theory 
against President Obama—a 
Big Lie worthy of Nazi pro-
pagandist Josef Goebbels. He 
kicked off his presidential 
campaign defaming Mexicans 

as criminals, recently adding 
“disease-ridden” as he relent-
lessly scapegoats Latinos—
continued at his Cincinnati 
rally, two days before El Paso. 

African Americans, since 
slavery’s end, and every 
non-British immigrant group 
arriving here, have been told, 
“Go back to your country!” 
Trump basked in his “Send 
them back!” Tweet against 
congresswomen of color—be-
ing chanted by his supporters. 

Trump demonizes 
Black-majority cities, code for 
African Americans; calls for 
violence by police and border 
patrol or crowd members.  Re-
ported hate crimes have esca-
lated since Trump’s election. 
Cell phone videos document 
reinstating 21st-century Jim 
Crow segregation: White peo-
ple call police on Black people 
daring to be in public places: 
family BBQ at a park, sitting in 
Starbucks, on college campus-
es, children with a sidewalk 
lemonade stand.

Mosques are burned down. 

The FBI warned in 2006 that white 
supremacists were joining local 
police departments. In Minneap-
olis, the head of the Police Feder-
ation, the police union, is also the 
leader of City Heat, a motorcycle 
gang that flies Confederate flags 
and wears Iron Crosses, made up 
of cops from the Minneapolis/St. 
Paul metro area, allied with City 
Heat from Chicago that has a sim-
ilar history of white officers killing 
black men.

Hitler was able to organize rac-
ist bullies throughout Germany. 
It was a potent army. They would 
bully and lie.  Liberals were power-

less against them. When the bullies 
attacked them, they ran away.

Three months ago we argued in 
these pages that the city should fire 
Bob Kroll for misconduct for dis-
obeying direct orders of the chief 
of police and mayor to not inde-
pendently train police officers in 
the fear-based shoot-to-kill war-
rior program. The matter, accord-
ing to Assistant Chief Mike Kjos, is 
in negotiation.

You wonder, who’s running the 
MPD? The liberal mayor or the 
head of the Police Federation?

You wonder. And then, you 
worry.

We know pets are family. 
We help families 

stay together.

Serving the greater Powderhorn and Phillips neighborhoods.

Donations of dog and cat food, cat litter and gently used pet supplies are appreciated.
Volunteers needed.

www.peopleandpetstogether.org

People & Pets Together pet food shelf
3755 Bloomington Ave., Minneapolis
(612) 722-9998

White men assault Muslim 
women, tearing their head-
scarves off.  “Lone wolf” stalk-
ers prowl racist websites, arm 
themselves with arsenals and 
murder Muslims.

Threatening assault or call-
ing ICE, whites terrorize Lati-
no people—citizen or not—
for speaking Spanish. Trump 
cages immigrant children, 
mothers and men in filthy con-
ditions, embodying the idea 
that “dirty,” “diseased” immi-
grants deserve deportation.   

Today, Trump encourages 
border patrol violence and po-
lice brutality, drops DOJ civil 
rights investigations and pass-
es his Muslim Ban. 

Dehumanizing treatment 
is always deployed against 
scapegoated groups from In-
digenous people rounded up 
for removal to Black people 
under slavery. Nazi Germa-
ny’s anti-Jewish laws were im-
itated by our legal segregation 
“Black Codes”; concentration 
camps were modeled on the 
near-genocide of American 
Indians—in Adolph Hitler’s 
own words.  

Compare 1930s newsreels of 
Nuremberg rallies to MAGA 
events.  “Make America Great 
Again” boiled down to its es-
sence early on.  “Remember 
in the old days when that guy 
[Black protester] would be 

taken out on a stretcher?” 
At Trump’s May 8 Florida 

rally, Trump said immigrant 
“invasion” over and over, 
asking, “How do we stop this 
invasion?” A crowd member 
shouts, “Shoot them!” 

This president who rarely 
smiles and doesn’t laugh, re-
sponded with smirks, chuck-
les and making a joke: “That’s 
only in the Panhandle you 
can get away with this stuff. 
Only in the Panhandle,” to 
his grinning supporters—who 
cheered wildly.

I dare my fellow white peo-
ple to google “American lynch-
ing postcards”: Often smiling 
mobs gathered around hang-
ing or burned corpses of Black 
men, women and children—
sometimes entire families with 
picnic baskets  reveling in 
white supremacist violence—a 
hateful ideology Trump rous-
es in his crowds.

The El Paso shooter’s mani-
festo used Trump’s racist rhet-
oric: “I must defend my coun-
try against invasion.”   

Historical ignorance erases 
Latino people living for cen-
turies in Texas and the South-
west—one-third of Mexico 
before U.S. annexation. The 
world’s oldest ongoing terror-
ist group is the KKK—metas-
tasized into multiple neo-Nazi 
militia and white supremacist 

groups nationally.  
White backlash surged 

after electing our first Af-
rican-American president. 
The internet spreads hate 
like wildfire and easy-access 
weapons of war with unlimit-
ed bullets embolden alienated 
white men.  

Trump’s racist bullying 
from the presidential bully 
pulpit is rocket fuel, directly 
responsible for hate crimes 
and massacres, aided and 
abetted by power-mad Repub-
licans and too many dithering 
Democrats.  

Mass-murderers killed 
more people in 13 hours in 
El Paso and Dayton than U.S. 
soldiers died overseas in the 
last two years—while Trump 
kept golfing at his New Jersey 
resort. 

With white supremacy the 
biggest domestic terrorism 
threat, there’s no neutrality for 
white people. Basic humanity 
and our democracy declare 
that decent white people must 
resist. We must drown out 
Donald Trump and his white 
supremacist supporters with 
our louder, loving voices—
voices and votes.

LYDIA HOWELL is a Minneap-
olis journalist and host of “Cata-
lyst” kfai.org.

People & Pets Together pet food shelf
3745 Bloomington Ave., Minneapolis
(612) 722-9998



Performing Arts Camp
Monday, Aug. 19 to 
Friday, Aug. 23
10 a.m. to noon daily
Auditions on Friday, 
Aug. 16, 10 a.m. to noon
Nokomis Heights Lutheran 
Church
5300 10th Ave. S.
Mpls. 55417
Nokomis Heights Lutheran 
is hosting a Performing Arts 
Camp. Led by professional 
theater instructor Kim Kokx, 
the weeklong camp for kids 
age 4-16 will conclude with 
the hit musical show “Aladdin, 
Jr.”! Auditions are Friday, 
Aug. 16, 10 a.m. to noon. 
Everyone will get a part!  The 
camp runs Monday through 
Friday, Aug. 19-23, 10 a.m. 
to noon each day. Tuition is 
$95 and includes everything—
scripts, costumes, and instruc-
tion. Sign up online at www.
srspshows.org today!

Worship on the Front 
Lawn and Blessing of the 
Animals 
Sunday, Aug. 25
9:30 a.m.
Nokomis Heights Lutheran 
Church
5300 10th Ave. S.
Mpls. 55417
Nokomis Heights Lutheran 

will hold its annual Wor-
ship on the Front Lawn and 
Blessing of the Animals on 
Sunday, Aug. 25 at 9:30 a.m. 
Following worship there will 
be treats for all, including our 
furry friends. In case of rain, 
the worship and blessing will 
be in the Courtyard.

Pop-up Family VBS
Sunday, Aug. 25
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Nokomis Heights Lutheran 
Church
5300 10th Ave. S.
Mpls. 55417
We’re sailing with Noah and 
his zoo! Melanie LaPointe 
from Community Emergency 
Service will describe CES’s 
Ani-meals program (that’s 
meals on wheels for four-
legged clients!), and as a fun 
service project, we will be 
packing food for pets. In case 
it rains, we’ll just move inside. 
Stories, games, crafts, and a 
picnic lunch for kids age 3-11 
and their families. FREE.

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, Aug. 25
10:30 a.m.
Minnehaha United Methodist 
Church
3701 E. 50th St.
Mpls. 55417
Bring your pet or pets on a 
leash or in a container to our 
annual Blessing of the Ani-

mals worship service at the 
10:30 a.m. outdoor service on 
Aug. 25. They will be blessed.

Backpacks for Refugees
School’s out for the summer, 
but the many children arriv-
ing with refugee status this 
summer will need backpacks 
for school in the fall. This 
would be a perfect donation 
drive for your church or office. 
We invite you to donate one 
or many backpacks for all 
ages and genders. For more 
information, please email the 
Minnesota Council of Church-
es Refugee Services at rsvol-
unteers@mnchurches.org or 
call 612-230-3219. Thank you!

Red Cross Blood Drive
Saturday, Sept. 7
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nokomis Heights Lutheran 
Church
5300 10th Ave. S.
Mpls. 55417
Make your appointment by 
calling 1-800-RED-CROSS 
or visit www.redcrossblood.
org and enter sponsor code 
NHLC to select your time slot.

Craft Fair
Sunday, Sept. 8 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Faith Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (lower level)
3430 East 51st St.
Mpls. 55417
In conjunction with the No-
komis East Business Asso-
ciation block party. Lots of 
handmade items! Free food at 
the block party. For more in-
formation call 612-729-5463.

Refugee Sunday
Sept. 8
Nokomis Heights Lutheran 
Church
5300 10th Ave S.
Mpls. 55417

Christian
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF 
THE HOLY NAME
3637 11th Ave. S. * 612-724-5465
Masses Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 8:30 & 11 am
Reconciliation Sat. 4 - 4:30 pm
Pastor: Fr. Leo Schneider
A welcoming Roman Catholic 
community

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
OF ST. ALBERT 
THE GREAT
E. 29th St. & 32nd Ave. S.
612-724-3643
Mass M, T, TH, F at 8:15 am
Saturday 5 pm & Sunday 9:30 am
Sunday Morning Liturgy of the 
Word for Children
www.saintalbertthegreat.org

LIVING TABLE 
UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
Where there is a place set for you!
3805 E. 40th St. * 612-729-7556
www.livingtable.org
Sunday Worship 10:30 am
Adult Education 9:30 am Sunday & 
6:30 pm Wednesday
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rachael Keefe
Music Minister: Kevin Werner 
Hohlstein
Choir 7:30 pm Wed.—Join us!
Open and Affirming

MINNEHAHA
COMMUNION
LUTHERAN CHURCH
4101 37th Ave. S. *612-722-9527
Pastors Dan and Sally Ankerfelt
9:45 am Sunday Worship
Sept. 11 at 6 pm—Community 
Meal &

Songs of My Life gathering
12-Step Groups Monday-Thursday
Everyone welcome!

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN 
CONGREGATION 
Augsburg College, Hoversten Chapel
Riverside & 22nd Aves.
612-333-2561
www.trinitylutherancongregation.
org
Holy Communion 10 am 
Pastors: Jane Buckley-Farlee & Alem 
Asmelash
Office: 2001 Riverside Ave. 
Reconciling in Christ
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The Riverside
Religious Community

Welcomes You

EVENTS

All Directory 
Churches are 
Wheelchair 
Accessible

Please send News of your
Faith-Based Community Events to 

Katherine at 612-822-4662 or 
katherine.southsidepride@gmail.com

Guest speaker at Forum (9 
a.m.) and Worship (10 a.m.) 
will be Marta Erling Spangler, 
Gifts Officer from Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee 
Service (LIRS), to share what 
LIRS is doing in the midst of 
the present refugee crisis.

Hakuna Matata 
Children’s Choir
Sunday, Sept. 22
1:30 p.m.
Mindekirken, the Norwegian 
Lutheran Memorial Church
924 East 21st St.
Mpls. 55404
Hakuna Matata Children’s 
Choir is made up of children 
from Kenya, East Africa. Most 
of these children are from the 
slums and from a very poor 
background. “Connect with a 
Child” Children’s Choir is ded-
icated to spreading love, hope 
and joy while raising aware-
ness for the desperate plight 
of orphans and other vulner-
able children. Their colorful 
clothing, pounding drums 
and sweet voices demonstrate 
their hope and dream for a 
brighter future. Their inspi-
rational stories of resilience 
have instilled hope in the 
hearts of all those who have 
seen them perform. Hakuna 
Matata Children’s Choir only 
consists of children that have 
been sponsored by different 
families who gave them the 
opportunity to better their 
future life through education 
over the years. Accompanied 
by a team of adults, the Choir 
presents the vision and mis-
sion of “Connect with a Child” 
in every place it visits. The 
experience they acquire from 
traveling around the world 
gives the children exposure 
to other cultures, broadening 
their worldview. It also gives 
them confidence and boldness 
and helps them rise up out of 
their own situations of sad-
ness and despair.
Everyone is invited! There will 
be a free-will offering to the 
performing group.

Sharing Food

Bethany Lutheran Church 
2511 E. Franklin Ave.
612-332-2397 
Soup for You serves a free 
community meal every week-
day from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
meal is open to everyone—no 
exceptions! Volunteers will 
take your orders and serve you 
at the table. This is not a soup 
kitchen, but rather a space to 

build community! Donations 
are of course welcome!

AA AND NA Meetings
Minnehaha Communion 
Lutheran Church
4101 37th Ave. S.
Every Monday night there is 
an AA meeting at 7 p.m.
Every Tuesday and Wednes-
day night there is an AA meet-
ing at 7:30 p.m.
On Thursday night, there is an 
NA meeting at 7:30 p.m. All 
are welcome to attend.

NAMI MN: LGBTQAIP 
Peer Support Group
Saturdays, 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Living Table United Church of 
Christ, Hope Room
3805 E. 40th St.
NAMI offers a support group 
for those living in the GLBTQ 
community and their allies 
on Saturdays at 1 p.m. The 
NAMI Connection support 
group program is a peer-to-
peer based support group 
model. Connection groups 
are a safe place to confront 
the challenges that members 
of the GLBTQ communities 
face: low self-esteem, social 
isolation, stigma, discrimina-
tion, anxiety, and depression. 
For information regarding 
this group please contact Kim 
Sherva at NAMI Minnesota, 
651-645-2948.

Gamblers Anonymous
Wednesdays, 6 to 7 p.m.
Living Table United Church of 
Christ, Hope Room
3805 E. 40th St.
Anyone with a desire to stop 
gambling is welcome.

Adoption Support Group 
for Teens and Parents 
First Tuesdays
6:30 to 8 p.m.
Minnehaha Communion 
Lutheran Church 
4101 37th Ave. S. 
The Adoption Support Net-
work holds monthly support 
groups for parents and teens 
who have been adopted. 
Adoptive parents are provided 
with a confidential, nonjudg-
mental environment where 
they can support each other 
and share resources. Teens 
are invited to meet with other 
teens who understand what 
it’s like to be adopted. The 
teen group is not a drop-off 
group—parent(s) must attend 
the parent support group. For 
more info and to RSVP con-
tact Ginny Blade at 651-646-
5082 or ginnyblade@nacac.
org (parents).
*Meetings are usually the first 
Tuesday of the month, but call 
ahead to check.

ONGOING

“Be the person your dog thinks you are.” --- J.W. Stevens
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BY ALLISON ANDRADE 

The U.N. warns that the world 
is “on course to exceed the tem-
perature threshold” of warming, 
meaning another 1.8 degrees 
Fahrenheit (1 degree Celsius) 
above that set out in the Paris 
climate agreement. Many cities 
and community organizations in 
our country have set out to hold 
themselves accountable to the 
climate agreement, even if our 
federal government does not. Be-
coming green in the Twin Cities 
is easier and more accessible than 
ever. The new industries being 
created are becoming accessible to 
everyone, and so are the econom-
ic benefits. The nonprofit group 
Minnesota Interfaith Power and 
Light takes an intersectional ap-
proach to work toward climate 
justice. Climate justice entails 
building resilient, regenerative 
and equitable economies when 
combating climate change.

This July, Youth N’ Power camp 
in North Minneapolis was a lead-
ership opportunity for youth from 
the Twin Cities. The kids learned 
about regenerative systems that 
cultivate community. The camp 
was organized by the Minneso-
ta Interfaith Power and Light in 
conjunction with the Redeemer 
Center for Life and the Northside 
Youth Program. The camp taught 
about the entrepreneurial pros-
pects, policy and permaculture 

of renewable energy through a 
climate justice lens. After under-
standing how power is generat-
ed and about whole system ap-
proaches, they learned about the 
financial incentives from Energy 
Smart, a business that helps other 
businesses conserve and use ener-
gy efficiently. 

If you’re feeling inspired by 
what Youth N’ Power camp did 
for this diverse group of stu-
dents, there are steps you can 
take as an adult to save money 
through living a carbon-neu-
tral life. A low-cost energy audit 
is available through the Center 
for Energy and Environment for 
homeowners and renters who are 
CenterPoint Energy natural gas 
customers or Xcel Energy elec-
tric customers. If you own a local 
business, Energy Smart will audit 
you for free. Energy Smart worked 
with the Midtown Global Market 
to update their parking to LED 
lights; the project will be paid off 
in two years, while the LEDs will 
last for 15 years. Projects like these 
pay for themselves over time, and 
the Center for Energy and Envi-
ronment is offering low-interest 
loans to business owners. 

During this meeting the au-
ditors identify opportunities for 
energy efficiency to meet your en-
ergy goals while saving you mon-
ey. You can also conserve energy 
by programming thermostats, 
turning off lights and implement-

You can work for climate justice

ing other practices that use less 
energy. Low-cost purchases to 
lower your energy consumption 
could mean buying insulation for 
your hot water pipes or LED light 
bulbs. This can lower your energy 
bill during the summer, on top of 
saving an average of five dollars 
per bulb on your energy bill in a 
year.   

After lowering your energy 
consumption, investing in renew-
able sources to get your energy 
is the best way to come closer to 
being carbon neutral. This cre-
ates green-collar jobs and has 
been a source of income for many 
farmers across the state through 

wind and solar fields. If you are 
a homeowner in Minneapolis 
with a roof suitable for solar you 
can be a part of the Just Solar 
Bulk Buy organized by Minne-
sota Interfaith Power and Light 
(MNIPL). If your roof is not suit-
able, or if you rent an apartment 
or condo, you can subscribe to a 
community solar garden to save 
money on your energy bill while 
supporting clean energy and your 
community. According to Emily 
Minge, the solar outreach coor-
dinator at MNIPL, “You are sup-
porting community-based clean 
energy and a diverse and equita-
ble solar workforce, while making 

an investment that will benefit 
you financially.” By becoming a 
part of the Twin Cities residential 
Solar Bulk Buy, program commu-
nity members can save as much as 
60% on a solar installation. The 
panels are estimated to pay for 
themselves within 10 years while 
lasting up to 35 years. You will 
have 15 years of nearly-free elec-
tricity and added value to your 
home, and there are low-interest 
loans available. 

If you are interested in the So-
lar Bulk Buy, reach out to Emily 
Minge at emilyminge@mnipl.org. 
The deadline to apply for this bulk 
buy program is Aug. 31, 2019. 

Youth N’ Power campers at the Capitol meeting with Rep. Frank Hornstein

BY ELAINE KLAASSEN

In “Mennonite values in 
a warming world,” David C. 
Garen articulates spiritual 
guidelines for living on the 
Earth. (The piece was print-
ed as a “web-exclusive” for 
themennonite.org.) Garen 
is a retired hydrologist who 
spent most of his profes-
sional career with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
and the National Weather 
Service, and is a member of 
Portland (Oregon) Menno-
nite Church.

He talks about four Men-
nonite values that can cri-
tique our current system; di-
agnose causes of the climate 
situation; and “envision 
responses.” They are: Sim-
plicity, Community, Justice, 
Peace. 

Garen talks about them 
from his own personal expe-
rience and cultural knowl-
edge; they are of course not 
exclusive Mennonite prop-
erty. 

Simplicity.
“This is the value I believe 

is most pertinent in address-
ing climate warming and 
other environmental prob-
lems. …

“We must recognize … that 
all consumer goods coming 
from our system have an 
embedded carbon and envi-
ronmental footprint in the 
materials used in their man-
ufacture, their shipping and 
the energy used to operate 
them. ….

“The ethic of simplicity 
is needed as a guiding con-
sumer principle along with 
a commitment to following 
this principle even if it caus-
es some inconveniences or 
leads to doing without. ….

“Many still look to tech-
nology to solve climate 
warming and other environ-
mental problems, … The eth-
ic of simplicity should lead 
to a more skeptical view of 
technology, more caution in 
preserving what is good be-
fore adopting new technol-

ogies, and more willingness 
to have modest lifestyles and 
consumer behavior rather 
than looking for technolog-
ical fixes to enable mainte-
nance of our existing system 
and lifestyles.”
Community. 

“A strong sense of com-
munity leads one to think 
beyond just individual con-
cerns or even those of one’s 
family and friends and ulti-
mately to widen the circle of 
consideration to include all 
people in the world as well 
as the earth itself. Climate 
warming now requires such 
a global conception of com-
munity. … 

“So even though our capi-
talistic system and consumer 
culture are based on the idea 
that purchasing decisions 
are purely a matter of indi-
vidual choice, in reality every 
purchase has environmental 
and social impacts, many on 
a global scale.”
Justice. 

“It is tragic to realize that 

nations and future genera-
tions that have contributed 
little or no carbon emissions 
will be the ones most affect-
ed by climate warming.” …
Peace. 

“Climate warming and en-
vironmental degradation are 
symptoms of humans com-
mitting violence to the earth 
and not living at peace with 
it. This violence is inherent 
in our current system. It 
stems from a worldview that 
considers humans separate 
from nature and the world 
as a machine, an object of 
human domination and con-
trol, and a pool of resources 
to be exploited for human 
desires.” …

At the end of Garen’s arti-
cle, this sentence stands out:

“This level of critique and 
response is needed to find 
real solutions … rather than 
treating only symptoms with 
technological fixes or a few 
simple personal actions and 
leaving the system essential-
ly intact.”

Simplicity, Community, Justice, Peace



Art Works Eagan 
Song Writing for Wellness
Mondays: 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Aug. 19, 26 
Sept. 9, 16, 23, 30 
Oct. 7, 14, 21 
3795 Pilot Knob Road
Eagan, MN 55122
Come join us at Art Works 
and learn to express yourself 
through music! No experi-
ence needed! With instructor 
Tim Cheesebrow, you will be 
given all the tools and help 
you need to find that hidden 
songwriter in you! As a finale 
to the class, participants will 
have the option to have their 
compositions played by a 
professional band. However, 
participants can also choose to 
never have their compositions 
played publicly. This class 
offers each participant the 
ability to learn and express 
freely with no pressure for an 
end product or performance. 
For those students that would 
like to hear their compositions 
performed, there will be a 
dress rehearsal on November 
1, in preparation for a live 
performance scheduled at Art 
Works on November 3! 
The class costs $160 per 
person, but for people with 
military service history, we 
are pleased to offer a “pay as 
you can” registration fee. We 
are able to completely subsi-
dize the class cost for several 
participants. Any amount 
you can pay will stretch our 
available funds to help more 
participants! admin@artwork-
seagan.org
Phone 651-330-4242
This activity is made possible 

by the voters of Minnesota 
through a grant from the 
Metropolitan Regional Arts 
Council, thanks to a legisla-
tive appropriation from the 
arts and cultural heritage 
fund.

Twin Cities Iranian Culture 
Week
Sunday, Aug. 18 to Sunday, 
Aug. 25, 4 to 9:30 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 18, 7 to 8:30 
p.m. (opening reception)  
Artspace Jackson Flats
901 18 1/2 Ave. NE
Mpls. 55418
Iran has been in the news 
lately, but most Minnesotans 
know very little about that 
ancient civilization’s rich 
cultural heritage. Minnesota’s 
Iranian-American community 
wants to change that.   
Twin Cities Iranian Culture 
Week will showcase local 
Iranian-Americans whose 
creative work in art, music, 
crafts and scholarship reflects 
that heritage. Highlights will 
include a multimedia art 
exhibition, lectures on Iranian 
history and culture, perfor-
mances of Iranian music and 
poetry, a sampling of Iranian 
foods, and a crowd-sourced 
digital display of photographs 
by Minnesotans who have 
visited Iran.

Hosmer Library Reopening 
Celebration
Monday, Aug. 19
5:30 to 8 p.m.
347 East 36th St., Mpls. 55408
Hosmer Library reopens on 
Thursday, Aug. 15 at 9 a.m. 
following a yearlong ren-
ovation. In recognition of 
the reopening, all are wel-
come to join county officials, 

library staff and neighbors 
for remarks and a ceremonial 
ribbon-cutting on Monday, 
Aug. 19 at 5:30 p.m. Immedi-
ately following the ceremony, 
Kalpulli Ketzal Coatlicue 
will kick off the community 
celebration with a traditional 
Aztec dance performance. 
From 6-7 p.m., try the Pic-
ture Wagon mobile photo 
booth, enjoy an outdoor story 
stroll and scavenger hunt for 
families, and join the library’s 
Teen Tech Squad for a work-
shop. “For over 100 years, 
Hosmer Library has been 
providing library service to 
our residents,” said Henne-
pin County Commissioner 
Angela Conley. “Now that the 
renovation is complete, that 
service tradition continues in 
a reimagined space. I’m look-
ing forward to celebrating 
with the community.”

WAMM Second Monday 
Movies
Monday, Sept. 9, 7 p.m.
Peace and Justice Building
4200 Cedar Ave. S.
Mpls. 55407
The WAMM Movie Commit-
tee will be showing “Rachel 
Carson,” a film about the 
woman who launched the 
environmental movement. 
When Silent Spring was 
published in September 
1962, it became an instant 
bestseller and would go on 
to spark dramatic changes 
in the way the government 
regulated pesticides. Drawn 
from Carson’s own writings, 
letters and recent scholarship, 

the film illuminates both the 
public and private life of the 
soft-spoken, shy scientist 
who launched the modern 
environmental movement. 
This 2017 documentary was 
directed by Michelle Farrari. 
All are welcome! Always free 
and open to the public. Free 
popcorn.  A chance to discuss 
the film follows the showing.
This is the second in a series 
of three films about women 
activists; October’s film will 
feature Emma Goldman.

Ride the Cyclone 
Wednesday - Friday, Sept. 11 
- 13, 7:30 p.m. (previews) 
Saturday, Sept. 14, 7:30 p.m. 
(opening night) 
Thursday, Sept. 26, 7:30 p.m. 
(audio-described) 
Sunday, Oct. 20, 7:30 p.m. 
(closes)  
Jungle Theater 
2951 Lyndale Ave. S.
Mpls. 55408 
The Jungle Theater kicks off 
its 2019–2020 season in Sep-
tember with the regional pre-
miere of “Ride the Cyclone,” 
a funny and charmingly dark 
musical that The New York 
Times labels “delightfully 
weird and just plain delight-
ful.” Wildly original, the new 
musical is part comedy, part 
tragedy and wholly unexpect-
ed. 
In this hilarious and outland-
ish story, directed by Artistic 
Director Sarah Rasmussen, 
the lives of six teenagers 
from a Canadian chamber 
choir are cut short in a freak 
accident aboard a roller 

coaster. When they awake in 
limbo, the Amazing Karnak, a 
mechanical fortune teller (Jim 
Lichtscheidl, “Small Mouth 
Sounds,” “Little Women”), 
invites each to tell the story 
of a life interrupted—with 
the promise of a prize like 
no other—a chance for one 
of them to return to life. The 
six teenagers – who sing their 
hearts out – are portrayed by 
Shinah Brashears, Gabrielle 
Dominique, Michael Hanna, 
Becca Hart, Jordan M. Leggett 
and Josh Zwick. A four-piece 
band, with Mark Christine 
(keyboards/“Fly by Night”) 
serving as conductor, accom-
panies the cast.  
 Tickets are $40 - $50. Preview 
performances are $15. Rush 
tickets are offered every night 
of the week, based on avail-
ability two hours prior to the 
performance, and there is spe-
cial Friday night pricing for 
students, 55408 neighborhood 
residents and employees, and 
those under 30 years of age. 
Tickets and more information 
are available at 612- 822-7063 
or www.jungletheater.org. 
Connect with the Jungle on 
Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram: @jungletheater

Regina High School Class of 
1969 50th Reunion
Saturday, Sept. 14
Minneapolis Marriott Hotel
Calling all graduates of Regi-
na High School Class of 1969! 
Our 50th Reunion will be held 
on Saturday, Sept. 14 at the 
Minneapolis Marriott Ho-
tel. For further information, 
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LARRY’S PAINTING
Ext-Int, Spray, Textured. Drywall,

Paper hanging, Skin coating, Water
Damage Repair, Knock Down. Free
estimates. Insured. Family Business.

Over 35 Years Exp. 
651.222.4227

763-785-1472    

MnBC 006016     Since 1983 

Steel Roofing  

 

Call/Text /Online   Quarve.com 

Looking For
Barbers & Beauticians

Call 612-616-6444

      Free Estimates All Types Roofing

SCOTT CLAUSSEN CONSTRUCTION
1001 ASHLAND AVE. 

ST PAUL PARK MN 55071

      Lic# 20162315 (651) 338-4018

please go to www.classcre-
ator.com/Minneapolis-Min-
nesota-Regina-1969 or call 
612-729-3500.

Sandbox Theatre’s “Bone 
Mother”
Sept. 19 – 27, 7:30 p.m.
The Museum of Russian Art
5500 Stevens Ave. 
Mpls. 55419
Sandbox Theatre, in part-
nership with The Museum 
of Russian Art, will perform 
their all-new production, 
“Bone Mother,” on Sept. 19-27 
at The Museum of Russian 
Art.
A world premiere show in a 
one-of-a-kind venue, “Bone 
Mother” is folklore come to 
life in the air above you. A 
new play created from scratch 
by Sandbox’s aerial wing, The 
Swingset, “Bone Mother” is 
an examination of feminini-
ty’s untamable perseverance, 
its kinship with nature, and 

its expression through a 
spectrum of gender—all in 
the face of society’s history 
to deny, ignore, repress and 
vilify its progress.
In the depths of a dark Russian 
forest, in a house perched atop 
chicken legs and surrounded by 
a fence of flaming skulls, lives a 
hideous old crone named Baba 
Yaga. Do you dare enter? In the 
forest there are wild things—
ostracized, forgotten, shadow 
things. And you. Who will you 
be in the moonlight?
In mythology, as in our 
society, women who don’t fit 
in have long been dismissed 
as witches and reviled as 
evil. But can naming it “evil” 
really be fear of its power? Its 
influence? Its wisdom? Why 
must women cultivate fear to 
be seen and heard?
Production Schedule – all 
performances at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 19 – Preview 
and Press performance

Friday, Sept. 20 – with Open-
ing Night Reception to follow
Saturday, Sept. 21 – ASL-in-
terpreted performance
Sunday, Sept. 22 – with post-
show discussion with the mu-
sic-makers of “Bone Mother”
Wednesday, Sept. 25 – Pay-
What-You-Will ($5 and up)
Thursday, Sept. 26 – ASL-in-
terpreted performance, with 
post-show discussion with 
“Bone Mother” makers and 
members of the TMORA staff
Friday, Sept. 27 – with Clos-
ing Night Reception to follow.
Tickets: $5-$40 https://bon-
emother.bpt.me/
Discounts available for 
TMORA members, Students, 
Seniors and Sandbox sub-
scribers.

Ananya Dance Theatre 
World Premiere 
Friday and Saturday, Sept. 20 
and 21, 7:30 p.m. 
ASL- Friday, Sept. 20 
The O’Shaughnessy at St. 
Catherine University 
2004 Randolph Ave.

St. Paul 55105 
Ananya Dance Theatre (ADT), 
the leading creator of contem-
porary Indian dance in the 
global arts and social justice 
movement, brings its seventh 
inspiring production and col-
laboration to The O’Shaugh-
nessy. They’ll unravel time 
and unwritten histories in 
“Sutrajāl: Revelations of Gos-
samer” as a poet, one of the 
few surviving humans in an 
imagined Broken City, bears 
witness.  
In this compelling dance 
performance, the narrative 
centers on the life-forms that 
flicker in and out in the circu-
itous streets and despair-lad-
en corners of the Broken City. 
Who were the folks who 
danced all night at the Global 
Feminist Funk Underground 
Club, now haunted and emp-
ty? Who were the people who 
lived their lives fully here be-
fore they disappeared? How 
did they labor? Love? 
Throughout Sutrajāl (which 
means “network of connec-

tions” in Bengali), the artists 
of ADT connect their perfor-
mance with a philosophy of 
social justice, creating original 
dance theater about the ex-
traordinary work and dreams 
of women around the world, 
and to inspire audiences 
through visual and emotional 
engagement.  
Sutrajāl is conceived and cho-
reographed by ADT founder 
Ananya Chatterjea in collabo-
ration with the artists of ADT, 
stage director Marcus Young 
and with the support of guest 
artists Tish Jones and Douglas 
R. Ewart and guest drama-
turg Sharon Bridgforth. Her 
creative team includes Renée 
Copeland (sound design and 
score composition), Kevin A. 
Jones (lighting design), Annie 
Cady (costume design) and 
Chelsea M. Warren (scenic 
design). 
The performance is part of the 
Women of Substance series. 
Tickets are $19-$32 (discounts 
for students, seniors, military, 
MPR, TPT, groups). 
Ticket Office: theoshaugh-
nessy.com or 651-690-6700.
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(608) 483-2143 x2  • csa@harmonyvalleyfarm.com 
www.harmonyvalleyfarm.com 

Our CSA Program

Growers of Fine Organic 
Produce, Beef & Pork

Certified Organic Vegetables available  
through our CSA program as well as Twin 

Cities food co-ops & select grocery retailers.

Certified Organic Vegetables, Beef & Pork

Thursday Delivery to 14 Twin Cities Sites 

Friday Delivery to Lunds & Byerlys Stores

Sign Up Now for our Autumn Vegetable Share 
with deliveries in November & December!

NEW LOCATION!
4020 Minnehaha Ave. Suite 100

Expires9/30/19.

*BATHROOMS* Fix bad 
water pressure. Install sinks, tub/tub 

surrounds, toilets & ceramic tile. 

*BASEMENTS* Finish 
basement, family room, bathroom, etc. 

Free est. & design ideas. 612-275-9815


