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Hiawatha Golf Course 
Master Plan
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To the 
community: 

Hey kids!  It’s not too late to sign up for First Tee for lessons and a discount on 
green fees—only $10 to play 18 holes at Hiawatha with a First Tee card.  Call 
Aaron Shafranski, (608) 234-7858. 

The 
Stenvig 
Years 

BY TONY BOUZA

Nostalgia is morbid 
homesickness. We are 
all susceptible. 

Take, for example, 
the Stenvig Years. 

The Seventies. 
Charles Stenvig, the 
president of the police 
union, got elected 
mayor three times for 
two-year terms, al-
most explicitly on the 
premise he’d control 
Black riots. 

The echoes I hear 
are of a reasonably 
harmless, lovable 
buffoon. 

That is not the view 
I developed. 

Gordy Johnson, one 
of the three Stenvig 
police chiefs, died 
in March. He was 
described as having 
“initiated 911.” This is 
not true. 911 came to 
Minnesota in 1983 af-
ter I, with help, finally 
managed it. A heavy 
lift with surprising 
opposition, including 
St. Paul’s then police 
chief. I had to visit 
him to stifle his oppo-
sition. 

Success has many 
fathers. Failure is an 
orphan. In 1980, 911 
was not a popular idea 
in Minnesota, except 
for a very few believ-
ers. 

Why should it mat-

BY HARRY W. DAVIS JR.

As a golfer at Hiawatha for the last 20 
years, and a native Minneapolis resident for 
75 years, I have followed the plan for the fu-
ture of our beloved Hiawatha Golf Course. 

I have a family legacy in Minnesota of 153 
years, and I have a very special interest in 
maintaining an 18-hole course at Hiawatha 
for our community. Our inner-city youth 
would have little opportunity to play golf, ex-
cept at Hiawatha, because of cost and avail-
ability. 

I also have had the 
pleasure of using 
the golf course from 
my youth going 
back to 1957 when I 
was 11 years old and 
had the opportunity 
to meet Joe Louis, 
the legendary Box-
ing Champion of the 
World, who made 
an appearance at 
Hiawatha for young 
people, and showed 
us the art of the 
game, along with 
various golf shots. What a wonderful experi-
ence for us young boys at that time. 

Hiawatha is not only a golf course, it’s an 
institution of history for our African Amer-
ican community. Maintaining the course to 

Joe Louis won The 
Bronze in 1957

BY KATHRYN KELLY

The Metropolitan Coun-
cil has prepared a compre-
hensive development guide 
for the Twin Cities metro-
politan area called Thrive 
MSP 2040. It “provides a 
framework for shared vi-
sion for the region over 
the next 30 years.” Part of 
this planning is defined in 
the 2040 Regional Parks 
Policy Plan, which outlines 
the Metropolitan Council’s 
goals and strategies for the 
development and operation 
of our world-class regional 

parks in support of Thrive 
MSP 2040 goals. The Parks 
Policy Plan puts forward 
policy direction to ensure 
the fulfillment of outdoor 
recreation benefits for all 
residents of the metropoli-
tan region now and into the 
future. How does the Hi-
awatha Golf Course Master 
Plan stack up with respect 
to the equity goals in the 
2040 Regional Parks Policy 
Plan?

This plan lays out several 
goals with respect to equi-
ty.

From the 2040 Regional 

Parks Policy Plan:
“Equity means connect-

ing all residents to oppor-
tunity and creates viable 
housing, transportation 
and recreation options for 
people of all races, ethnic-
ities, incomes and abilities 
so that all communities 
share the opportunities 
and challenges of growth 
and change.”

The Hiawatha Golf 
Course Master Plan vio-
lates this goal on several 
fronts:
1) Race and Ethnicities – 
This plan takes away an 
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What’s going on on 34th 
Avenue these days?

No Insurance? Ask About Our In-House Plan.
4927 34th Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55417

612-729-6150
WWW.COSMETICDENTISTRY.COM

General Cosmetic Dentistry
One Appointment Whitening
Crowns & Bridges • Implants
Sedation Dentistry
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Phillip Zhan,
DDS

Dan Proeschel,
DDS

Rosemary Favero, 
DDS

BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

We last visited 34th Avenue 
South when the pandemic was 
just starting to bite, but also 
patio dining was beginning, 
and we didn’t know that a year 
or more of illness, death, eco-
nomic turmoil and uncertain-
ty was ahead. Also ahead, just, 
was the murder of George Floyd 
and a change in the very fabric 
of life. We said things were not 
going well for this part of South 
Minneapolis. But that may have 
been the nadir, as things are no 
worse, and may be looking up 
for the Nokomis area. 

To start off in the area of 
restaurants, bars and cafés, of 
two that were noted as closed 
(even before the pandemic) in 
last year’s piece, one has been 

replaced by a seemingly thriv-
ing new venture, and one is 
scheduled to open later this 
month as the second location 
of a popular out-of-town place. 
The new restaurant already 
open in Al Vento’s old location is 
Casa Maria Mexican Cuisine. It’s 
not fast-casual Mexican either—
there are fancy plates with wall-
eye, shrimp or salmon, caldos, 
salads with cactus and grilled 
asparagus, and yummy des-
serts, as well as the usual tacos 
and chimichangas. The white 
tablecloths and candles are still 
there too. 

The other place used to be 
Boss Pizza and Chicken, at 34th 
Avenue and 55th Street. A popu-
lar pizza place from Mahtomedi, 
QC Pizza (because it’s based on a 
style of pizza from Quad Cities) 

is opening soon in that space. 
And then there’s Bull’s Horn. 
Their ramen option, which was 

newly introduced and men-
tioned in last year’s piece, has 
turned out to be a big hit. They 
still have normal pub food too 
(of very high quality according 
to reviews) and they have both 
indoor and patio dining options 
too, now.  Bull’s Horn is at 46th 
Street and 34th, right next to 

the Standish-Ericsson Neigh-
borhood Association offices 
(which are still not open to the 
public).

Another Mexican place I 
rather like, Dominguez Fami-
ly Restaurant at 33rd and East 
50th Street, is hanging in there. 
Also in the area is Town Hall 
Lanes, a pub connected to a lo-
cal craft brewery with a bowl-
ing alley in it. Or is it a bowling 
alley with a pub in it? Don’t ask 
me, I am terrible at bowling. I 
did visit recently, for a veggie 
burger and one of their season-
al brews. And then there’s Sassy 
Spoon, offering a complete-
ly gluten-free menu of home-
cooked-style meals, drinks and 
desserts. They are currently 
open Wednesday through Sun-
day for curbside pickup. Check 
out the Sassy Spoon website for 
the curbside menu options and 
easy online ordering through 
Toast Tab. Between these three 
restaurants and the supermar-
ket, there is a wide sidewalk 

Casa Maria patio dining

COME PLAY!
POTTERY CLASSES, 

OPEN STUDIO,
FIRING SERVICES
& NEW GAS KILN!

READY TO GET OUT AND HAVE
SOME FUN? 

Local Nokomis clay studio 

T H E  W O R K S H O P  M P L S
5 0 0 4  3 4 T H  A V E  S  

( 6 1 2 )  7 2 9 - 2 4 0 1  
W W W . T H E W O R K S H O P M P L S . C O M  

Appointments available, reserve your time and come play! 



separated from traffic with a 
strip of boulevard, and there are 
tables out there. I think they’re 
just for Town Hall, though I 
didn’t check. Personally, I think 
this corner could use a coffee 

shop and/or a bookstore, but 
I’m not sure where you’d put it. 

There are some interesting 
retail establishments nearby. 
One is Nokomis Shoes. They’re 
still up and running. (A subtle 
pun—shoes, running, get it?) 
At 52nd and 34th Avenue, No-
komis Hardware Store is still 
open, too, and has been serving 
the neighborhood since 1993. A 
woman-owned, veteran-owned 
business, Nokomis Hardware 

offers all the usual services 
like knife sharpening, key cut-
ting, and window screen repair. 
Plus they’re pet-friendly, so feel 
free to stop in when you’re out 
walking your pooch. And then 
I just discovered a new (to me) 
and fun and funky little shop a 
couple of blocks away called No-
komis Surplus. It appears from 
a quick perusal to be a little like 

Axman’s but smaller. They offer 
a selection of tools, clothing, 
toys, and household items at 10-
50% off regular retail prices. 
This merits further investiga-
tion.

MacDonald’s Liquor Store, 
right there on the 34th Avenue 

and 50th Street corner, is one of 
my favorite places to go for my 
maybe twice a year splurge on a 
small tipple. When I had a dog, 
I appreciated that they let you 
shop with your dog, and discov-
ered my little Koby loved to ride 
in the child seat of a grocery 
cart. A few blocks north at the 
corner of 45th Street you’ll find 
the Twisted Groove T-shirt shop. 
Somewhere between an artist’s 
studio and an old-style “head 
shop,” Twisted Groove sells tie-
dyed and batiked T-shirts and 
many other items, like hoodies, 
headgear and banners, as well 
as handcrafted items. They also 
have an online Etsy shop.

There are plenty of services to 
be had in this area. For instance, 
I got a haircut! (That’s a big deal, 
right?) Yes, there is a Fantastic 
Sam’s sandwiched between two 
restaurants along with another 
business (Paddlesculpt) that I 
will mention shortly. Pretty de-
cent cut, especially for the price, 

and something called a “tousle 
dry.” Okaaaay. I’m a little old 
to be tousled, but go ahead, do 
your worst. 

Here are a few options for fit-
ness buffs in the area. I noticed 

on Google Maps that between 
47th Street and the actual Min-
nehaha Creek, in that winding 
strip of green parkland that 
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Now serving Dinner
Wine, Beer and 

Cocktails
(Table service included)

Thursday, Friday and Saturday Nights
4pm to 9pm

For more information go to: 
berrysweetkitchen.com

Call us 612-345-7376
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Twin Cities Home Rental is your premier 

property management company in the Twin Cities 

Metro area! TCHR prides itself with staffing our 

office to meet the needs of our customers. We 

Specialize in Renting, Leasing, Selling and Property 

Management of Single and Multi-unit Properties 

in the greater Twin Cities, Minneapolis, St. Paul 

Minnesota area. Our team has experience in 

everything from condo, single family homes, all the 

way up to luxury rentals.  

Whether you are an investor seeking a property 

management company or a private party looking 

to lease a home, condo or apartment, we can 

help. TCHR’s property management team is 

dedicated to customer service and knows the 

value of quick response time to any issue that 

may arise with your property.

You can rest easy at night knowing that the 

condition of your property is fully documented 

on paper and also on video as our agents conduct 

Video inspections on every move-in and move-

out inspection for your home. It’s the little things 

that set TCHR apart from the competition! Mention this ad & get 
3 free months of 

management services!
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At U.S. Bank, we’re dedicated to helping improve the lives 
of those in our community, because when people come 
together with a common goal, the impossible suddenly 
becomes possible. 

Creating a world of 
limitless possibilities.

Member FDIC.  160054C 9/16 

usbank.com

Proud to support our local Nokomis area residents. 

US Bank Nokomis 
4930 34th Ave S 
Minneapolis, MN 55417 
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wends across South Minneapolis 
on either side of the creek, there 
is a notation that just says “Ten-
nis courts by the creek.” I drove 
by and, yes, there is a single ten-
nis court, with a fence around it. 
I didn’t get out to check if it was 
locked, so I don’t know how you 
access it. Better ask the Park  
Board. Back at our little strip 
of shops along 34th Avenue 
at 50th, there is Paddlesculpt. 
After holding virtual classes 
throughout the pandemic, they 
have just returned to in-person 
classes both indoors (follow-
ing state mandates for mask-
ing and capacity) and outdoors 
(including stairwork, kettlebell 
workouts, etc.). Check their In-

stagram for the latest news, and 
see all their class offerings and 
instructors on the Paddlesculpt 
website, where you can sign up 
via the Mindbody tab.

Last year at this time, all 
the Hennepin County libraries, 
including Nokomis Library at 
51st Street, were closed. Now 
they’re all open! You must wear 
a mask, the libraries are open 
in “grab and go” mode, the 
meeting rooms are closed, and 
therefore most of the programs 
are either on hiatus or online. 
Also, the due dates, suspended 
for about a year, have now been 
unsuspended and recalculated, 
but the whole system has also 
done away with overdue fines. 
So don’t worry about returning 
your books if you missed the 

new due date; all is forgiven, 
they just want the books. You 
can now return books to any li-
brary when it’s open. 

Grocery options are pretty 
good in this area. At the end 
of the strip of shops is Oxen-
dale’s, a full-size supermarket 
with ample parking. It’s a good 
grocery store, with some organ-
ic produce and a wide range of 
products. For quick trips, there 
is a convenience store at 54th 
Street called Nokomis Mar-
ket. Also, this isn’t really that 
close by, but since it missed the 
deadline for its real neighbor-
hood, we will mention here that 
the Nokomis Farmers Market 
will open for 2021 on June 16 
and will run every Wednesday 

through the end of September. 
This market is located at 5167 
Chicago Ave. 

Communities of faith in the 
area tend to be small and wel-
coming. Minnehaha United 
Methodist Church is at 37th Av-
enue and 50th Street and is one 
of the larger churches in the 
area. Like most, they are cur-
rently livestreaming their Sun-
day services and making plans 
to reopen when it’s safe. Check 
their website: minnehaha.org. 
Just around the corner from 
Oxendale’s is Faith Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. They have 
in-person worship on Sundays, 
but also have a YouTube channel 
for those who prefer to follow 
along from home.

I’ll end up with a really sweet 
little church I just discovered 
via Google Maps. I have a lot 
of friends who grew up as 
non-practicing Christians, or in 
totally secular households, or in 
fundamentalist Christian prac-
tices that they later rejected, 
who then converted to Christian 
Orthodoxy in their early adult 
years. So I was touched to find 
St. Herman’s Orthodox Church 
at 54th Street and 38th Avenue, 
with this introduction over a 
photo of its priest and his wife: 

“Father Paul and Presbytera 
(“Mother” Nancy) and the pa-
rishioners of St. Herman’s wel-
come you. Most of our parishio-
ners are converts to Orthodoxy 
themselves—including Fr. Paul 
and Nancy. The faithful of St. 
Herman’s Orthodox Church are 
known for their hospitality, es-
pecially to visitors who are com-
ing to see what Orthodoxy is all 
about.”  
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Power Tools   •   Clothing
Shoes  •   Small Appliances
Home Decor   •   Cosmetics

Toys   •   Box Furniture

Nokomis Surplus
(952)250-4396   •   4935 34th Ave.

nokomissurplus.com

 $10 off $50 Purchase!

All of our merchandise is 10-50% off 
regular retail price.

(Not valid with any other coupons, offers, promotions or discounts) 
expires 12/1/2021

Monday - Sunday 12 pm - 11 pm

Award winning beers with bowling and great food!

Baptism at St. Herman’s Orthodox Church

34th Avenue, from page 3

Historic picture of the strip where Bull’s Horn is located

New Landlord so this could be 
our last year at this location.
Come see us now or soon!
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Southside Pride  / NOKOMIS EDITION
• NEWS •

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Getting it right

Thank you, Southside Pride, 
for showing a picture of Chief 
Arradondo on the front page of 
your April edition. Thank you 
for quoting Chief Arradondo re-
garding his words at the Derek 
Chauvin trial: “It’s not part of 
our training, and it is certainly 
not part of our ethics and our 
values.” For many years, I have 
served in a volunteer capacity on 
neighborhood committees and 
also committees that meet with 
our police chiefs and precinct 
commanders. It is my belief that 
Chief Dolan, Chief Harteau and, 
most importantly, our current 
Chief Arradondo believes that 
“It’s not part of our training, and 
it is certainly not part of our eth-
ics and our values.”

Thank you, Southside Pride, 
for being an important and frank 
voice in our community.

Kindly,
Doris Overby

Attention, President 
Biden

For all of us, President Biden, 
stop the Enbridge tar sands oil 
pipeline from traversing Minne-
sota. I spoke at my court hearing 
in Aitkin, Minn., last week. After 
eight years of fighting pipelines 
within the law, I needed to civ-
illy, disobediently, say STOP, no 
more. This pipeline is wrong. 
It makes no sense to build fos-
sil fuel infrastructure at this 
point in human history, in plan-
etary history. We are facing a 
science-based deadline of less 
than 10 years to stop the release 
of climate changing gases into 
our atmosphere. I want a future 
for the children of the world 
that includes a beautiful livable 
planet with lots of diverse spe-
cies. I want an end to wealthy 
nations like ours treating less 
wealthy peoples like what hap-
pens to them is unimportant; an 

end to the arrogance that says 
our corporate profits are more 
important than their lives. Peo-
ple watch as their island nations 
disappear as oceans rise; as ex-
treme weather events and fires 
destroy everything in their path.

Indigenous communities have 
legitimate reasons for opposing 
the pipeline. Oil pipelines have 
a horrific record of spills and 
leaks. There have been spills 
from brand new pipelines and 
thousands of spills from pipe-
lines of every age. Our treaties 
give Indigenous tribes rights 
to hunt and fish and gather on 
treaty protected lands. Tar sands 
oil going through these pipelines 
must be diluted with diluents to 
make that sludge liquid enough 
to flow. Those diluents are 
known to be toxic carcinogens. 
The wild rice that grows in lakes 
adjacent to the pipeline route is 
highly sensitive to disruptions in 
its growth environment. Threats 
to the environment on trea-
ty protected lands make those 
rights a bad joke. 

May we protect our families 
and communities by protecting 
the water we all need to live.

—Bonnie Beckel

Temple Israel

In your article in South-
side Pride (April 2021 Nokomis 
edition): “Hennepin Avenue, 
downtown and uptown, a ‘main 
street’ in flux,” I was glad to see 
you included information on 
Temple Israel. However, in your 
brief history you wrote: “Rabbi 
Deinard’s successor served as 
head rabbi for 41 years.” Unfor-
tunately, you did not include the 
name of Rabbi Deinard’s succes-
sor, Rabbi Albert Minda. Given 
his length of service, you should 
have included Rabbi Minda’s 
name (see below for further in-
formation).

h t t p s : / / w w w. n y t i m e s .
com/1977/01/18/archives/

NOW SERVING PIZZA!
6335 Portland Avenue South

Richfield, MN 55423
612-861-9348

Leadership
BY TONY BOUZA

In the English history of man 
the wise (Homo sapiens) there 
has never been even one who 
didn’t consider him(her)self a 
national leader. It might tempt 
you to ask—then where are all 
those cockups coming from? 

People—leadership is in 
short supply. 

Just looking at our last few 
years together renders the vis-
ta of hundreds of thousands 
of deaths—mostly preventable 
and unnecessary. And all in the 
service of an inherited econo-
my and its momentum. And a 
mask-less life.  

Leadership is morally neu-
tral—as likely to produce Hit-

ler as Gandhi. It connotes pow-
er and requires skill. Crises 
should not be wasted. We’ve 
just been through four years of 
what appalling leadership can 
produce. 

A scientific, disciplined and 

logical approach would have 
spared countless lives and ill-
nesses. Our wartime leaders 
usually had the excuse that 
they were doing their best and 
hadn’t—usually—provoked the 
bloodshed in the first place. 

Look around. 
How do you get effective 

leadership?  
Amazingly that’s what capi-

talism is really all about. Pro-
duce or perish. The bottom 
line. Nobody cares that the 
chief has all the virtues of an 
Eagle Scout.  

Our companies are well led. 
Our governments are champi-
on featherbedders. How come? 
The former are capitalisms 
and the latter are socialisms. 

Nuclear science and brain 
surgery combined, right? 

I’ll risk gross immodesty 
and admit I actively and en-
ergetically sought leadership 
skills. Why? 

Out of desperation. I had 
failed at everything. Perhaps 
management was the answer? 
The only thing I hadn’t tried. 
What do managers do? 

Leaders move organizations 
toward the realization of ob-
jectives through making de-
cisions, outlining objectives, 
budgeting, writing, even pub-
lic speaking and the generic 
virtues associated with lead-
ing the pack. 

We have, nationally, just 
witnessed the results and costs 
of inept and dishonest lead-
ership. The man has made us 
experts at such evaluations. 
Pardon me for withholding 

thanks. Staggering, really, to 
think that, maybe, of the more 
than half a million deaths, 
three-fourths might have been 
spared had effective leader-
ship been applied. 

I live in an amazingly man-
aged geezer-land. 

We had a rigorous, enforced 
and widespread lock-down 
from the pandemic’s earliest 
stages. Vaccinations were done 
early. The entire staff was en-
gaged and pleasant. No record-
ed infections. 

The leader of all this is a 
lady not embarrassed to wield 
a broom, lift heavy furniture, 
swab toilets or elevators or 
prepare informative memos. 

Jennifer Volkenant will nev-
er have a statue as a memorial, 
but there are people alive and 
walking about because of her. 

Brava! 

serve our community is very 
important. 

I have played in a league ev-
ery Tuesday at Hiawatha for 
the last 20 years in a group 
with a total membership of 
52 African American men. The 
friendship, camaraderie and 
fellowship we have is an ex-
ample of the community spirit 
Hiawatha has provided to our 
group, not only for playing golf 
but for a community of togeth-
erness and point of pride in 
South Minneapolis. 

Mr. Charles Rodgers is a 
candidate for District 5 Park 
Board commissioner. Charles 
is a strong community advo-
cate for our parks. His lead-
ership is needed to work with 
all of the community for main-
taining a strong partnership 
with homeowners, businesses, 
schools and young people. 

I endorse Charles, and I 
know his leadership will pro-
vide District 5 a future of keep-
ing our parks strong and main-
taining a point of pride and 
beauty for our community. 

Community, from page 1
rabbi-albert-minda-81-promi-
nent-minnesotan.html

Sincerely,
Christine Jenkins

Response from Debra 
Keefer Ramage:

I apologize for leaving off vi-
tal information about Temple Is-
rael, and if anyone wants more 
complete information, I refer 
you to Wikipedia which has a 
very thorough history.



in proximity to at-risk demographics are 
encouraged to remain home. We will 
continue to post videos online for Sunday 
morning for those who can’t join us yet 
on YouTube and Facebook www.facebook.
com/felcmpls/. Bible classes on Sundays 
at 10:15 a.m. and Wednesdays at 10 
a.m. Masks and social spacing required 
for worship and Bible classes. NA groups 
Wednesdays 7:30 p.m. (Fridays temporar-
ily suspended).

First Free Church
5150 Chicago Ave. S., Mpls.
Sunday services at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
(in person and online).
Visit our website at www.firstfreechurch.
org for more information.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, LCMS
1720 E. Minnehaha Pkwy., Mpls.
Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship recordings available online at www.
holycrossmpls.org.

Living Spirit United Methodist Church
4501 Bloomington Ave., Mpls.
Worship with us from home! Worship is 
currently being streamed on Facebook 
Live at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings at 
www.facebook.com/LivingSpiritMN/. The 
weekly bulletin, children’s faith formation 
packet, and more will be posted to our 
website; that’s also where you can find 
resources and worship recordings from 
previous weeks. www.livingspiritumc.org/
online 

Messiah Lutheran Church
2400 Park Ave., Mpls.
All services now online at www.messiah-
lutheranmpls.org. Each week we video 
services, viewable anytime, please join 
us! Visit our website for online devotions 
and bulletins.

Minnehaha Communion Lutheran Church
4101 37th Ave. S., Mpls.
https://minnehahacommunion.org/.
All services and programs are temporarily 
online.
Sunday Worship online at 9:45 a.m.

Minnehaha United Methodist Church
3701 E. 50th St., Mpls.
Outdoor worship resumes May 23, Sun-
days at 10 a.m. in the Minnehaha Side 
Lawn. (One service, unless two services 
are warranted due to attendance.) Service 
is live-streamed and then available to 
watch online. If raining, people stay 
home; worship leaders livestream the 
service from the sanctuary without a con-
gregation. If attending outdoor worship, 
please wear a face covering/mask; stay 
home if sick or exposed; and practice 
physical distancing. Visit our website at 
www.minnehaha.org/ for more informa-
tion.

New Creation Baptist Church
1414 E. 48th St., Mpls.
Reopening for in-person worship on Sun-
day, June 6. We welcome you to come 
fellowship with us at 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Devotion online 10:45 a.m. on 
Facebook and YouTube
www.facebook.com/NewCreationBaptist-
Church/
https://newcreationbaptistchurchmn.org/

Nokomis Heights Lutheran Church
5300 10th Ave. S., Mpls.
Physically distant but faithfully together. 
Connect with our online community on 
Facebook and YouTube. A new worship 
goes up on YouTube every Sunday at 10 
a.m., and all are archived, so you can view 
the ones you missed. www.facebook.
com/NokomisHeights/

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Community
4537 3rd Ave. S., Mpls.
For video masses, musical performances, 
church bulletins, and other news, please 
see our website www.saintjoanofarc.org/ 
or Facebook page www.facebook.com/
StJoanMpls/.

Trinity Lutheran
Congregation
Augsburg College, Hoversten Chapel
Riverside & 22nd Aves., Mpls.
www.trinitylutherancongregation.org

Online worship available anytime on 
our YouTube channel: Trinity Lutheran 
Congregation

Walker Community
United Methodist Church
3104 16th Ave. S., Mpls.
Until further notice, Walker Church will 
be closed for all non-essential operations. 
Services will continue online via Zoom 
and Facebook Live at 11 a.m. to noon 
on Sundays. Visit our website at www.
walkerchurch.org/ or Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/walkerumc/ for more 
information.

New Creation Baptist Church
1414 E. 48th St., Mpls.
612-825-6933
We’re still here to serve you on the first 
through fourth Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. or until we run out of bags. Be 
safe and God bless! www.facebook.com/
NCBCfoodshelf/
Food Shelf
Saturdays (except 5th Saturdays)
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(Brown door on the corner of 48th St. and 
15th Ave.)

Calvary Lutheran Church
3901 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
612-827-2504, ext. 205
The Calvary Emergency Food Shelf is 
available for area residents on Satur-
days from 9 a.m. to noon. We will hand 
out pre-packaged bags of food with a 
Walk-Up table on 39th St. and Drive-Th-
ru model at the parking lot entrance. 
Please stay in your car, and we’ll bring the 
food to you! Volunteers will be available 
outside to help you. There are eligibility 
requirements. On our website, www.
clchurch.org, click on the “Food Shelf” 
link in the “Outreach” tab, or call the food 
shelf office at 612-827-2504, ext. 205.

Minnehaha United Methodist
Church
3701 E. 50th St., Mpls.
612-721-6231
Yes, the food shelf is still open! In order to 
fight food insecurity in our neighborhood, 
the Minnehaha Food Shelf is open on 
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. We have 
moved our operations outdoors, meter 
the flow of clients to help ensure social 
distancing, periodically clean our surfaces, 
and wear face masks. Should we have foul 
weather, we plan to move the distribution 
indoors, though still meter clients and 
encourage distancing. www.facebook.
com/MinnehahaFoodShelf/

Greater Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church and Friendship
Community Service 
2600 E. 38th St., Mpls.
Food Hub
Free food, hygiene products,
and some household goods.
Tuesday and Thursday,
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
2nd and 4th Saturdays,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Please bring ID and wear a mask.
Social distancing guidelines are in place.

Groveland Emergency Food Shelf
1900 Nicollet Ave., Mpls.
Plymouth Congregational
Church
612-871-0277
Monday – Friday
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Entrance on Groveland Ave. between 
Nicollet and Lasalle. http://groveland-
foodshelf.org/

Bethany Lutheran Church
2511 E. Franklin Ave., Mpls.
612-332-2397
Soup for You! UPDATE: We are still 
spreading the love! The Soup for You! 
Café will be closed to normal dining, but 
we plan to distribute bag lunches at the 
regular entrance to the Café, to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19. www.bethany-
inseward.org/

Blessed Ramadan Signs
Share your message of welcome and 
solidarity with a #Blessed Ramadan lawn 
sign. With Ramadan having begun on 
April 12, we have again made “To Our 
Muslim Neighbors: Blessed Ramadan” 
signs available through Minnesota Council 
of Churches. The signs make a statement 
that you or your congregation welcome 
the presence of Muslim neighbors 
rather than fear them. They have served 
as catalysts for stronger relationships 
and communities. Request a sign here: 
https://mnchurches.org/what-we-do/
blessed-ramadan.

2021 Collegeville Connections
Virtual events
Join us for Collegeville Connections 
– a one-hour, weekly virtual event 
that features the work of Collegeville 
Institute alumni. Grab a cup of coffee 
or a bagged lunch and Zoom into our 
events on Wednesdays from 12-1 p.m., 
CST. Consider it your mid-week warm up, 
encouraging you to explore faith, ignite 
imagination, and renew community 
with the Collegeville Institute. For 
more info and to register, go to https://
collegevilleinstitute.org/events/.
Raising Kids for a Just World, with 
Lydia Wylie-Kellermann and Bill 
Wylie-Kellermann
Wednesday, June 2, noon
It is a complex time to be a parent. Our 
climate is in crisis, and economic inequal-
ity is deepening. Racialized violence is 
spreading, and school shootings are esca-
lating. How do we, as parents, cultivate in 
our children a love of the earth, a cry for 
justice, and a commitment to nonvio-
lence? Where do we place our bodies so 
we teach our kids that resistance is crucial 
and change is possible? What practices do 
we hold as a family to encourage them to 
work with their hands, honor their hearts, 
and nurture their spirits? Visit https://
collegevilleinstitute.org/events/event/
raising-kids-for-a-just-world/ for more 
information on the presenters and to 
register for the event.

Braver Angels Workshops
April—May 
Online via Zoom
Braver Angels brings reds (conservatives), 
blues (liberals) and others together to 
talk, listen, and understand. The mission 
of Braver Angels is to bring Americans 
together to bridge the partisan divide 
and strengthen our democratic republic 
for the sake of the common good. Braver 

Angels is a bipartisan organization. To 
learn more about Braver Angels, go here: 
https://braverangels.org/welcome/.
In an effort to serve a larger audience, the 
Braver Angels National Workshop team 
will start offering the four most popular 
workshops on a standing schedule as 
follows: 
Depolarizing Conversations About Race: 
Third Saturday of each month 
Depolarizing Within: Fourth Saturday of 
each month 
Skills for Bridging the Divide: First Satur-
day of each month
Families and Politics: Second Saturday of 
each month  
For more upcoming events, including 
workshops and skills trainings, you can 
check out the Braver Angels events and 
registration page here: https://braveran-
gels.org/events/.

‘Visual Prayer’ Virtual Exhibit
Through June 1, 2021
Online
Prayer has been around since the begin-
ning of time. It is the human connection 
to a God personally and communally—ac-
knowledging, blessing, asking, thanking, 
arguing and trying to find spiritual under-
standing of our existence from our birth 
to our death. Prayer has been expressed 
through music, poetry, dance and art. 
Visual prayer is the creative exploration 
and expression of prayer through images. 
Although this is a contemporary concept, 
there were illustrated and illuminated 
religious books from the 400s to 600s 
CE through the medieval and Renais-
sance periods. Exploring prayer through 
different modalities allows us to express 
our thoughts and feelings creatively. By 
exhibiting together in our Interfaith Artist 
Circle, our goal is to find commonality and 
connectivity between religions and to ap-
preciate and respect our similarities and 
differences in belief and self-expression. 
Access this online exhibition here: https://
storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/1fe7c-
ba432dc4f9d890cfb13a05c4604.
Presented by the University of Minnesota 
Libraries, Jay Phillips Center for Interreli-
gious Studies, University of St. Thomas, 
Jay Phillips Center for Interfaith Learning, 
St. John’s University, and the Interfaith 
Artist Circle.

New Homes, New Hopes
We at the Minnesota Council of Churches 
are once again heading to the airport, 
welcoming individuals and families with 
refugee status to new beginnings in 
Minnesota. With the promised increase 
of refugee arrival numbers by May 15, 
we are rebuilding for welcome. We are 
in need of the following items to prepare 

their homes: liquid hand soap pumps, 
deodorant – both men’s and women’s, 
bar soap, men’s shaving cream, men’s 
disposable razors, toothpaste, standard 
size bed pillows – must be new, electric 
alarm clocks, large cooking pots with lids, 
stockpots. For more information, or to 
arrange a covid-safe drop-off, please con-
tact rsvolunteers@mnchurches.org/.

Minneapolis Friends Meeting (Quaker)
4401 York Ave. S., Mpls.
Minneapolis Friends Meeting is looking 
forward to spring, and joining in silent 
worship together, in person, as the 
weather warms and pandemic subsides. 
We continue to monitor health concerns 
to determine when this can be done safe-
ly. Meanwhile, we gather online. Worship 
Sundays, 9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. (with 
planned speaker). Other online activities 
include: Mid-morning program Sundays 
at 10:15 a.m., with a discussion of various 
social and spiritual concerns. First Day 
School for youth, and get-togethers that 
include Lectio Divina, a writing group, 
and other activities to help keep our com-
munity connected. Office email: office@
minneapolisfriends.org. www.minneap-
olisfriends.org

Bahá’i Center of Minneapolis
3644 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Devotions at the Bahá’i Center and via 
Zoom, Sundays at 10 a.m., and Tuesdays 
via Zoom at 6:30 p.m. Please visit the 
Bahá’i community of Minneapolis website 
at www.minneapolisbahai.org/. Here you 
will find information about upcoming 
and past Holy Day celebrations, as well as 
news, announcements and information.

Calvary Lutheran Church
3901 Chicago Ave. S., Mpls.
Sunday Worship at 10 a.m., via Facebook 
Live and Zoom. See our website at www.
clchurch.org for instructions.

Catholic Church of St. Albert the Great
E. 29th St. & 32nd Ave. S., Mpls.
In-person Masses with limited seating on 
Saturdays at 5 p.m. and Sundays at 9:30 
a.m. and noon. Masks and social distanc-
ing required. Enter through church front 
center doors only. Please see our website 
at www.saintalbertthegreat.org/ for 
more details. Sunday 9:30 a.m. Mass also 
streamed on our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/StAlbertTheGreatMpls/.

Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church
3430 E. 51st St., Mpls.
www.faithlutheranmpls.org
Sunday Worship (with safety measures 
in place) at 9 a.m. Those who are over 
65, have pre-existing conditions, or live 

Christian

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
ST. ALBERT THE GREAT
E. 29th St. & 32nd Ave. S.
612-724-3643
www.saintalbertthegreat.org
Weekend Masses with limited seating
Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 9:30 am (also live-streamed 
on Facebook)
Sunday 12 noon
Masks and social distancing required
Enter at church front center doors 
only

FAITH EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
3430 E. 51st St.
612-729-5463
www.faithlutheranmpls.org
Sunday Worship 9 am and online on 
YouTube and Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/felcm-
pls/
Bible classes - Sundays at 10:15 am 
and Wednesdays at 10 am
Masks and social spacing required
NA groups Wednesdays 7:30 pm,
Fridays temporarily suspended

Pastor: Rev. Jesse Davis

FIRST FREE CHURCH
5150 Chicago Ave S
612-827-4705
Sunday services at 9 am and 10:30 
am (in-person and online)
www.firstfreechurch.org
Christ-Centered, Christ-sent

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LCMS
1720 E. Minnehaha Pkwy.
612-722-1083
Sunday Worship at 9:30 am
Sunday Worship recordings
online at www.holycrossmpls.org

LIVING SPIRIT
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
A Multicultural, Intergenerational 
Church
4501 Bloomington Ave.
612-721-5025
Worship with us from home!
www.livingspiritumc.org/online

NEW CREATION
BAPTIST CHURCH
1414 E. 48th St.

612-825-6933
Sunday Devotion online 10:45 am on 
Facebook and YouTube
https://newcreationbaptist-
churchmn.org/
www.facebook.com/NewCreation-
BaptistChurch/
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Daniel B. McKizzie
 
NOKOMIS HEIGHTS
LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA
5300 10th Ave. S.
612-825-6846
www.nokomisheights.org
Worship with us online on YouTube 
and Facebook
New worship goes up every Sunday 
at 10 am

ST. JOAN OF ARC
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
www.stjoan.com, 4537 Third Ave.
Masses suspended until further 
notice
Video available on our website
and Facebook page
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BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

This issue of No Place Like Home is 
going to discuss sustainability, build-
ing on the themes raised for Earth Day 
last month. Most of the suggestions 
here apply mostly to homeowners, 
but if you’re a renter, you can try to 
get your property owner or manager 
onboard to do them, possibly by or-
ganizing fellow tenants if you’re in a 
multi-unit building. If you’re in a sin-
gle-family unit that’s your landlord’s 

only (or one of few) properties, they 
ought to be amenable, since many of 
the ideas around sustainability also 
save money in the long run. 

The word “sustainable” has become 
a buzzword to the corporate world. 
It’s often used as a simple substitute 
for “meanness” in the ancient form of 
that word, i.e., being overly reluctant 
to spend money or energy. To “sustain” 
is to nourish and promote healthy 
growth. The essence of sustainability 
is where something is nurtured and 

grows just enough to keep the organ-
ism or system healthy, but not out of 
control. 

It’s an ideal thing to aspire to, in 
your individual home, or your plane-
tary home. So the building, replacing, 
spending and growing should be care-
ful and balanced, not just restrained 
and denied. 

In the interest of balance, we have 
divided your home into its outdoors 
and its indoors, and then we’ll con-
sider sustainable practices, choices 
and improvements for the various el-
ements comprising each. 

Outdoors

Probably the most sustainable thing 
you can do outside your home is have 
less lawn. Lawns don’t contribute to 
carbon-storage, and they often require 
harmful chemical inputs to “maintain.” 
If you ruthlessly destroy all the natural 
flowering weeds, you are taking some-
thing useful out of the system, often 
at great and wasteful expense. If you 
really especially like lawns, you might 
consider having a small one, as a treat. 

The obvious and best alternative 
to a lawn is to devote as much land as 
practical to growing things that you 

7WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COMMay 2021

Grown-up treehouses are very in this year.

See Home, page 8
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can eat, or use, or that store carbon 
well and provide shade and beauty at 
the same time. So, gardening. Vegeta-
ble gardening, which includes a few 
ground-dwelling fruits, flower garden-
ing, and herb gardening. 

In my opinion, herb gardening is not 
only the highest use you can put your 
land to, but also a great investment 

of time and knowledge. Herbs are as 
beautiful as flowers, many of them are 
as edible as vegetables and fruits, and 
they often have side benefits, like en-
riching the soil, repelling pests, or at-
tracting pollinators. 

When you start studying about 
herbs for the purpose of growing them, 
you learn how arbitrary these labels 
are. Take sorrel. Is that an herb or a 
vegetable? Dandelion—weed or herb? 

To one trying to make a perfect lawn, 
it’s a noxious weed, but then the co-
op is selling dandelion extract at $15 
per ounce. It makes you think. Good 
gardening centers like Mother Earth 
Gardens have book sections where you 
can gain a wealth of knowledge: moth-
er-earth-gardens-webstore.myshopify.
com/collections/books.

Flower gardening may seem like an 
unsustainable practice at first glance, 
but it’s still superior on several levels to 
growing lawn. No matter how beauti-
ful your lawn, though, the flowers bor-
dering it and maybe taking it over are 
more beautiful still, with fewer inputs. 
If you like cut flowers in your indoor 
decor, growing them yourself saves a 
ton of excess carbon, a few bucks per 
bouquet, and gives you a glow of ac-
complishment and satisfaction. Also, 
some flowers, such as marigolds and 
morning glories, make good compan-
ion plants in your kitchen garden. 

There are lots of “niche” garden 
styles for various specific purposes. A 
rain garden consists of water-loving, 
and attractive, plantings in a low spot 
in your garden, and helps to control 
floods and pools that might breed mos-
quitos or kill other plants, including 
grass and even trees. A rock garden is 

good for a sunny spot with poor soil. 
A pollinator garden is specifically de-
signed to attract and nourish bees, 
butterflies and other pollinating little 
critters. 

Vegetable gardening’s benefits are 
so obvious, what do we need to say? 
What if you’re just not a good garden-
er, though? You may have issues of age, 
mobility, or even time that make you 

hesitate to start a garden that might 
end up badly. Here’s an idea—hire 
someone else to do the work you can’t 
do. Or, how about a swap, a cooperative 
agreement, or even urban sharecrop-
ping, where you provide the land and 
money, they provide the labor, and you 
agree ahead of time on a fair division 
of the output? 

Some investment of technology may 
help overcome personal limitations, or 
environmental ones. For instance, old-
er people may build raised beds or use 
straw-bale gardening techniques. Cold 
frames or small greenhouses can ex-
tend the growing season and the range 
of things you can grow. An irrigation 
system can make watering easier and 
more regular. There are so many home 
irrigation providers in the Twin Cit-
ies! They are mostly designed for huge 
lawns, but I’m sure some of them can 
provide for a gardener as well. 

Which brings us to the subject of 
water. Here, in most of the U.S., water 
scarcity is not a big problem yet. But 
we still pay for water, and it’s not in-
exhaustible. The use of rain barrels is 
a very sustainable practice which is 
catching on here. (In England, where 
I used to live, it was absolutely de ri-
geur.) Another piece of water conser-
vation is preventing stormwater runoff 
pollution. We have an excellent water-
shed management organization in our 
local government where you can get 
thorough information on doing your 
part. If you’re in the Minnehaha Creek 
Watershed District, like much of South 
Minneapolis, check out their website at 
www.minnehahacreek.org, or search 
the internet for other organizations. 

Also, within the purview of outdoors 
are recreation equipment,  trees and  
outbuildings, including garages, decks 
and patios. I am a big fan of the shed. 
In most European countries, almost 
every home has a shed. Allotments, 
similar to community gardens, allow 
plot holders to install a shed on their 
allotment, and gardeners (mostly men) 
hang out there all day. 

Unless your garage is huge and your 
yard is tiny, consider adding a shed, a 
greenhouse, or some other useful out-
building to your life. 

Decks and patios can be considered 
like outbuildings, but open to the sky. 
I think decks are slightly more sus-
tainable than patios, which are, after 
all, not that different from pavement. 
But either way, you can put large con-
tainers of plants on them for a slight-
ly beneficial carbon effect. For a new 
deck, be sure to choose sustainable and 
fairly-traded materials to build and 
furnish it. 

If you like to cook outdoors, consid-
er a solar oven instead of a barbecue or 
gas cooker. Consider something more 
sustainable than a wood fire as a focus 
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for evenings outdoors and forgo the 
fire pit or bonfire. Use strings of lights 
in the trees and a few solar lamps, for 
instance. 

And finally, trees. Have as many 
trees on your land as it can sensibly 
support. Consult a tree expert for best 
practices, safety and a lifecycle plan 
for your trees. The earth is desperately 
short of trees! 

Indoors

The sustainable principle here is 
to always have a reason for a building 
project, a renovation, an enhancement 
or a new purchase. Most of us just have 
too much stuff, and we need to find a 
way to slow our consumption, and thus 
our production, without creating want. 
Part of that is not consuming for its 
own sake. 

Start by visualizing your home as an 
ideal of efficiency, sustainability, com-
fort and beauty. Make a plan before you 
buy or contract for services, and make 
sure that every choice is moving you 
toward your vision. 

What most people spend the most 
money and energy on improving is ei-
ther their kitchen or their bathroom, 
probably more so the kitchen. Kitchens 
are the big energy hogs of the home, 
besides heating and cooling systems, 
so this makes sense. You can get this 
same information from a good contrac-
tor, if you’re using one for your renova-
tion, and we do have contractors in our 
city that specialize in “green” building 
practices and sustainability. But in case 
you’re a DIY person, here are some 
thoughts to get you started:
• Light - the more natural light, the less 
energy use. Also good for kitchen win-
dow herbs and microgreens.
• Herbs and microgreens - grow in-
doors to extend your output (and also 
as utilitarian decor).
• Energy-efficient appliances - pretty 
obvious.
• Sustainable materials for floors, 
countertops, backsplash, storage.
• Low VOC, less toxic paints. 
• Water filtration system to replace 
buying bottled water for drinking, etc.
• Dishwashers save water and energy 
if you are a two-plus person house-
hold, but maybe not for a single person 
household.
• Multi-use appliances such as a micro-
wave, pressure cooker or food proces-
sor save on production and transporta-
tion costs to the environment.
• Use “Buy Nothing” pages on Face-
book (most South Minneapolis neigh-
borhoods have one) or other sharing 
economy networks to give away and 
acquire, before you discard or purchase 
new. 
• Garbage - have a recycling plan and 
station, and also a home composting 

system if possible. Consult the many 
resources on reducing waste. Use bfy.
tw/Qr13.
• Water - water your houseplants with 
leftover non-polluted water. And don’t 
waste it. Don’t leave the tap running if 
the water’s not being used. If you wash 
dishes by hand, wash as many as possi-
ble before discarding water. 

A lot of the same ideas apply to the 

rest of your home. Here’s a list of some 
more ideas: 
• Use window coverings to control tem-
perature, such as cellular shades, quilt-
ed drapes, room-darkening blinds.
• Your heating and cooling system is 
the other high energy consumer in 
your home. Consider smart thermo-
stats, solar items, small personal cool-
ers, humidifying and/or dehumidify-
ing. Upgrading to central air will save 
over time.
• Or just bite the bullet and go solar. 
A lot of people have decided it’s now 
time. (Hooray for you if you do it! But 
don’t think that gives you a pass on ev-
erything else.)
• Use water-saving technology in your 
bathroom and laundry too.
• Although it’s nice to have a wood 
fire in a fireplace indoors or a fire pit 
outside, it’s still contributing to global 
warming and carbon release. Consider 
reducing wood and gas fires as much 
as possible by eating more raw foods, 
using a solar cooker, and not having a 
fire indoors in your fireplace. 
• Use non-toxic or less toxic products 
everywhere! Things don’t just disap-
pear from the ecosystem when you put 
them down the drain or in the trash. 
• Make sure furniture purchases are 

sustainable materials and fair-trade. 
(Fair-trade is especially important for 
imported rugs, which may be produced 
by child labor.) 

I hope this has given you some good 
ideas on how to improve your home en-

vironment and the surrounding plane-
tary environment at the same time. 
South Minneapolis is teeming with bet-
ter experts than me, so find one and get 
the information you need. 
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ter? Because of the risk of 
repetition. 

Homophobia—in the form 
of gay bathhouse raids—was 
rampant. The last such was 
on 2/10/80. I was sworn in 
the next day and bounced the 
Vice Squad commander—a 
consummate bully—and his 
boss—a tittering idiot. 

History demands truth. 
Stenvig launched the most 

corrosive spoils system ever 
seen in American policing. 
Cronies and political hacks 
were richly rewarded. John-
son was one of three prime 
examples. I got to know them 
all since they returned to the 
ranks—as captains—when 
Stenvig gave way to Hofstede. 
I had occasion to deal harshly 
with all three. 

All pretty harmless ancient 
history, right? 

Wrong. 
Gays were harassed and 

abused. Blacks were routinely 
brutalized and any thoughts 
of effective policing buried 
under the weight of political 
expediency. 

Stenvig gave way to Donald 
Fraser (not directly, but cer-
tainly cause and effect). 

Consider it. 
Does it matter? 
Do you care if Blacks are 

harassed; gays paraded ob-
scenely; or legitimate issues 
ignored? This is what bad 
governing looks like. To be 
fair, the department was not 
corrupt—only racist, brutal 
and homophobic. 

Could George Floyd have 
happened under Fraser? It 
didn’t and it wouldn’t. 

The Gordy Johnsons and 
their ilk are wonderful re-
minders that governing does 
matter; truth is relevant; 
spoils systems and cronyism 
in government are real and 
truly harmful. 

Bad governments are cost-
ing you (every person in the 
city) about $70 apiece for the 
Floyd case, and then there’s 
the Damond case, and on and 
on. Thank God you’ve got 
deep pockets. 

Stenvig and Johnson are 
gone but not forgotten. They 
are not ancient history but 
surprisingly contemporary 
and relevant. Floyd, Damond, 
et alia, are stark illustrations 
of how rarely we escape 
history. 

How comforting they’re 
gone—but metempsychosis 
teaches us that their spirits 
live on in Minneapolis—to its 
citizens’ eternal shame and 
regret. 

Today we face a genuine 
crossroads—chaos or order. 
The future is not bright. Min-
neapolis looks like a commu-
nity that has lost its way. The 
costs are high and the conse-
quences daunting.  

those in need via gift certifi-
cates for groceries, household 
items, metro transit, etc. St. 
Albert’s parishioners also vol-
unteer at a local food shelf in 
the Longfellow community 
where canned goods, house-
hold items, produce, meat and 
dairy products are collected 
for distribution (via the Du 
Nord Foundation Community 
Market) on Mondays, Wednes-
days and soon to be Thursdays. 

Father Joe likes to plant 
flowers in the spring. Recent-
ly, as he potted some beauties 
around the church yard, he 
was approached by a stranger 
who reminded him of the risks 
of planting too early. Father’s 
reply, “I have faith they will 
grow.” For Father Joe this has 
become a metaphor with re-
gard to the recovery of East 
Lake Street and its people. He 
quotes Irish poet Seamus He-
aney, “Faith is like walking on 
water against our better judg-
ment.”  Faith is a response, 
allowing us to navigate rough 
waters with courage, even 
when uncertainty abounds. 

Faith allows us to bend but 
not break. It allows us to re-
deem ourselves by caring for 
one another. Father points out 

that our faith may be in both 
science and/or God. Father Joe 
not only has faith, he clearly 
accompanies it with action. 
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Lake Street stories, cont. 
BY KAY SCHROVEN

When the going gets tough, 
the tough get going, right?  

Last spring, in the wake of 
the murder of George Floyd, 
when chaos and violence 
erupted on East Lake Street, 
Father Joseph Gillespie, O.P. 
(aka: The Patron Saint of Cau-
tious Optimism) of St. Albert 
the Great Catholic Church, was 
offered an opportunity to leave 
the area for a safer location, as 
others were concerned about 
his safety. Father Joe’s reply 
was, “Would a captain leave 
his sinking ship?” 

His history with Minneapo-
lis is long, and his dedication 
to the city runs deep, having 
been born and raised here and 
having built a parish, services 
and social life on the South-
side, in the East Lake Street 
community. 

Father Joe remembers the 
Lake Street that was thriving 
with anchor stores such as 
Freeman’s Department Store, 
Sears, J.O. Peterson Drug 
Store, Roberts Shoe Store and 
manufacturing sites such as 
Minneapolis Moline farm ma-
chinery that employed up-
wards of 4,000. He remembers 
the many car dealers, A&W, 
Bridgeman’s Ice Cream and the 
days when there was conten-
tious rivalry between the Mill-
ers and the Saints (pre-Twins). 
Lake Street has always been 
about connections, beginning 
with its physical framework 
connecting rivers, lakes and 
communities, which original-
ly attracted the Dakota and 
Ojibwa. It also has a rich histo-
ry of welcoming immigrants: 
carpenters, tavern keepers, 

butchers, cigar makers.  
Battles need warriors, and 

appearance to the contrary, 
Father Joe is a warrior who 
wasted no time during the ri-
ots. While neighbors took to 
their roofs with water supplies 
and watched the fires, he was 
contacted by the Volunteers 
of America about a group of 
men recovering from crim-
inal histories. Their shelter 
was threatened by fire. Father 
Joe opened his doors. He says 
he can still picture the men 
“walking down Lake St. with 
pillows” toward the church 
they would call home, tem-
porarily. And he asks, “What 
good is a church with locked 
doors?” 

Over the years Father Joe 
and his parish of about 800 
have built partnerships in 
the community with the mer-
chants and businesses: Pep-
pers & Fries, El Norteño, Mi-
dori’s, Merlins Rest, East Lake 
Liquor, Soderberg’s Floral & 
Gift, Gandhi Mahal Restaurant, 
Longfellow Grocery, the Town 
Talk Diner and Elite Cleaners, 
to name a few. Father Joe en-
joys a laugh, is outgoing and 
friendly and prefers “engage-
ment over convenience.” He 
likes being on a first name ba-
sis with merchants in the com-
munity and points out, “You 
can’t get that at Wendy’s.” In 
the face of multiple tragedies, 
as some of these neighbors lost 
everything, alliances became 
stronger. The partnerships 
came together to raise funds. 
For example, Peppers & Fries 
donated 15 percent of sales 
over six Fridays to St. Albert’s, 
which helps fund WE CARE, an 
outreach program supporting 

Father Joe
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Rest in peace and love, Daunte Wright 
BY ED FELIEN

Daunte Wright was pulled 
over in Brooklyn Center while 
driving his parent’s car for 
driving with expired license 
tabs.  

The officer in charge, Kim 
Potter, was a 26-year veter-
an of the Brooklyn Park Police 
Department and former head 
of the police officer’s union. 
She was training new recruits 
on correct procedure. Normal-
ly, someone with expired tabs 
would get a warning and told 
to renew the plates and put on 
the stickers. But Potter ran a 
check on Wright’s driver’s li-
cense and discovered there was 
an outstanding arrest warrant 
out for him for violation of his 
probation. He had been arrest-
ed in 2019 for attempted armed 
robbery. 

District Court documents 
filed in Hennepin County on 
12/4/2019 say: 

“Statement of Probable 
Cause: 

“On 12/1/2019, Osseo Police 
responded to an apartment on 
the 600 block of North Oaks 
Drive in Osseo, Hennepin Coun-
ty for a report of an assault and 
robbery. Police spoke with the 
identified adult female victim. 
Victim reported that she was 
at the above-listed residence 
with her female roommate the 
night before and two males 
came over to party. One male 
was identified as Emajay Mau-
rice Driver (DOB: 1/11/2001) 
who was an acquaintance from 
high school. The other male 
was unknown to victim prior 
to that night, and he was later 
identified as Daunte Demetrius 
Wright (DOB: 10/27/2000). At 

approximately 2:30 am, victim 
and witness told the two defen-
dants to get a ride home, but 
the defendants were unable to 
find a ride. Victim and witness 
allowed the defendants to stay 
over and sleep on the floor. In 
the morning, witness left for a 
short time to get $820 cash in 
order to pay victim for rent. 
Witness returned and gave the 
$820 to victim, then witness 
left again for work. The defen-
dants found someone to pick 
them up. While they were wait-
ing for their ride to show up, 
victim said that Wright made a 
comment that he didn’t have to 
work today and told Driver they 
should ‘Hit some stains.’ Vic-
tim understood ‘stain’ as slang 
for robbing somebody. Victim 
thought Wright was just joking 
around. Wright told Driver and 
victim he thought their ride 
was there and said he would 
be right back and was going to 
check. Wright left the apart-
ment and came back about 5 
minutes later and said their 
ride was here. Victim said she 
was going to leave at the same 
time as the defendants. The 
three of them were walking to 
the door to exit the apartment 
and Wright turned around and 
blocked the door preventing 
victim from leaving. Wright 
then pulled a black handgun 
with silver trim out from either 
his right waistband or his right 
coat pocket and pointed it at the 
victim and demanded the rent 
money. Victim said, ‘Are you 
serious?’ Wright replied, ‘Give 
me the fucking money. I know 
you have it.’ Victim then asked 
him if he was serious and he 
said, ‘I’m not playing around.’ 
The $820 cash was tucked into 

victim’s bra and Wright placed 
his hand around victim’s neck 
and choked her while trying to 
pull the cash out from under 
her bra. Victim was able to get 
loose from Wright and start-
ed to kneel down and scream. 
Victim heard Driver tell her 
to give the money to Wright. 
Wright started yelling at victim 
and told her to stop screaming. 
Victim was yelling at them to 
get out of her apartment be-
cause she said the cops are 
close. Wright then told her that 
he would shoot her and said, 
‘Give me the money and we will 
leave. Give me the money and 
we will go.’ Wright then tried to 
choke victim a second time and 
tried to take her money. Driver 
was telling her to give Wright 
the money. Driver then said, 
‘Let’s go,’ and the two defen-
dants left and got into a white 
Cadillac and left the scene. Af-
terwards, victim found that the 
cash was still in her bra. Victim 
later identified both Wright 
and Driver via photo line-ups.” 

Wright had been released on 
$100,000 bail on the condition 
that he not have contact with 
the victim and not possess a 
handgun. But he was not meet-
ing with his probation officer, 
and they believed he was in 
possession of a handgun, so his 
probation was revoked. A war-
rant was issued that he be ar-
rested and returned to custody 
to await trial. 

Officer Potter must have 
thought she had struck gold. 
Here was the perfect moment 
to teach the new recruits how 
to arrest a suspect. She yelled 
from her squad car, “He’s got a 
warrant.” The new recruit fum-
bled with the handcuffs. Wright 

broke away, got back in his car. 
Potter came up and shouted to 
him, “I’ll tase you. Taser!” But 
she was holding her service re-
volver. Wright started to drive 
away. Potter shot him once in 
the chest. After she shot him, 
she said, “Holy shit. I shot 
him.” Only then did she appar-
ently realize she was holding 
her revolver and not her taser. 
It is not a common mistake, but 
it has happened to officers be-
fore. 

The next day, the mayor 
of Brooklyn Center said she 
should be fired. She resigned.  

She faces charges of sec-
ond-degree manslaughter, 
Minnesota Statute 609.205: “A 
person who causes the death 
of another by the person’s cul-
pable negligence may be sen-
tenced to imprisonment for not 
more than ten years or to pay-

ment of a fine of not more than 
$20,000, or both.” 

Just as a surgeon must be 
held accountable for malprac-
tice, so a 26-year veteran law 
enforcement professional must 
be held accountable for a death 
that results from their bad 
judgment. 

Daunte Wright was poor 
and hungry and desperate and 
Black. And in a society that 
measures success in terms of 
money and power, he was an 
outcast. Television violence had 
taught him a gun was an easy 
ticket out. He could have shot 
the woman and taken the mon-
ey. But he didn’t. He couldn’t. 
And that spark of humanity 
helps us forgive Daunte Wright, 
just as we must now try to find 
the love and understanding to 
forgive Officer Kim Potter.

Daunte Wright

18-hole golf course with over 
80 years of history with the 
South Minneapolis Black com-
munity. It reduces the current 
level of service to a sub-stan-
dard level of service by reduc-
ing the capacity from 18 holes 
to nine holes. This affects all 
patrons including the Black and 
Hispanic communities, teens 
and kids, South Minneapolis 
school athletes and senior pa-
trons. Community input from 
the Black community at Park 
Board-sponsored feedback ses-
sions and public surveys was 
very clear that the 18-hole golf 
course was the community’s 
desired outcome.
2) Incomes – This 18-hole golf 
course serves a community 
that has a widely diverse eco-
nomic base, from low-income 
to wealthy families. This is an 
extremely unique and valu-
able recreational resource for 
the City of Minneapolis and its 
South Minneapolis residents. It 
is unconscionable to take away 
this full-service facility from an 

inner-city neighborhood.
3) Abilities – The current 18-
hole facility provides opportu-
nities for everyone, from the 
best golfers to beginners, and 
from the youngest starting to 
play golf to the oldest golfers 
in the community. Testimonials 
from patrons of the golf course 
relate stories of enjoyment 
from golfers who would still 
congregate there with friends 
once they could no longer golf, 
and from a neighbor who didn’t 
golf but got immense pleasure 
from watching those who did 
golf; he donated two benches 
so others could share the same 
enjoyment.

The 2040 Regional Parks Pol-
icy Plan indicates that promot-
ing equity includes:

“Engaging a full cross-sec-
tion of the community in deci-
sion-making.”

With the current plan, the 
Minneapolis Park Board did 
provide a variety of opportuni-
ties for the public to weigh in, 
but it became clear over time 
that public input was not wel-
comed or considered important 

if it did not follow the direction 
that the Park Board Planning 
Group wanted. This was partic-
ularly true of the retention of 
the 18-hole golf course. Public 
response toward the end of the 
Master Planning process was 
overwhelmingly for the reten-
tion of the 18-hole golf course, 
yet it was ignored.

The 2040 Regional Parks Pol-
icy Plan says:

“While the rich and growing 
racial and ethnic diversity is 
an asset to continued economic 
vitality, the region has some of 
the largest disparities by race 
and ethnicity of any large met-
ropolitan area in the nation. 
Importantly, these disparities 
and shifting demographics have 
implications for nature-based 
outdoor recreation providers.”

The Hiawatha 18-hole Golf 
Course is likely the most racial-
ly and ethnically diverse golf 
course in the state of Minne-
sota. The last thing that should 
be done in this day and age is 
to destroy it, or turn it into a 
second-rate facility. We need to 
cherish and maintain the suc-

cessful equity assets that we al-
ready have rather than destroy 
them.

The 2040 Regional Parks Pol-
icy Plan says:

“The 2040 Regional Parks 
Policy Plan strives to build 
upon the good work that the 
regional park implementing 
agencies have been doing to ad-
vance equity. The Council seeks 
to strengthen equitable usage 
of the Regional Parks System, 
which is a key theme of this 
plan.”

Again, the Hiawatha Golf 
Course Master Plan does just 
the opposite; it destroys one of 
the area’s best success stories 
in the area of equity.

The 2040 Regional Parks Pol-
icy Plan says:

“The Regional Parks System 
has been designed and devel-
oped to provide outdoor recre-
ation opportunities for all the 
residents of the region, with 
facilities and services geared to 
meet the demands and abilities 
of the general population.”

Part of any plan that will pro-
vide recreation opportunities 

for all residents of the region is 
ubiquity. Losing Hiawatha Golf 
Course would produce a golf 
desert in a large portion of the 
city of Minneapolis and nearby 
communities, affecting thou-
sands of golfers in South Min-
neapolis, and especially seniors 
and kids who lack the ability to 
travel elsewhere for this oppor-
tunity.

The Regional Parks Equity 
Toolkit asks the following ques-
tion: Which of the underserved 
populations identified will this 
project better serve?

The Hiawatha Golf Course 
Master Plan will take away op-
portunities for equitable access 
to golf as a recreational activity 
from people of color, seniors, 
kids and low-income residents, 
so it will provide less service to 
the underserved populations.

The Metropolitan Council 
should not approve the Hi-
awatha Golf Course Master 
Plan since it violates the equity 
goals and direction of its own 
2040 Regional Parks Policy 
Plan.

Equity, from page 1



Auditions—Greater Twin Cities Youth 
Symphonies
Submit online now through June 6
GTCYS auditions are opportunities to 
play your instrument so we can get 
to know you and match you with one 
of our ten incredible orchestras. Our 
2021-22 season runs Sept. 2021 – May 
2022, and marks the 50th anniversary 
of GTCYS. To audition for GTCYS, you 
will register online, record a video, and 
submit your audition online. Please 
contact program assistant Katie Hei-
lman at katie@gtcys.org or 651-602-
6803 if you have any questions about 
the audition process or requirements. 
We’re here to help! For more info, 
go to https://gtcys.org/ and click on 
“Auditions.”

American Indian Month at KFAI
Come celebrate American Indian 
Month with us at KFAI! Each Wednes-
day and Friday in May from 6 to 7 p.m., 
hear special programs with native 
culture, discussions, and music.
Catch this all-star roster of your favor-
ite KFAI hosts below:
May 5: Robert Pilot (Best of Native 
Roots Radio) - American Indian Month 
Live Kickoff
May 7: Roy Taylor (Indigeneity Rising) 
- Indigenous Perinatal And Lactation 
Support Circle
May 12: Alfred Walking Bull (Fresh 
Fruit) - Pow Wow Music
May 14: Jamie Edwards (Beats, Rhymes 
& Democracy) - Pow Wow Beats and 
Indigenous Hip-Hop
May 19: Melissa Olson (Sanctuary: Arts 
& Activism)
May 21: Roy Taylor (Indigeneity Rising) 
- Tribute to Laura Waterman Wittstock
May 26: Alfred Walking Bull (Fresh 
Fruit) - Pow Wow Music

May 28: Melissa Olson (Sanctuary: Arts 
& Activism)
Check out @FreshAirNDNs on 
Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook for 
updates on programs or just to show 
the programs some love. Enjoy an 
action-packed May!

‘Audrey Saves the Universe’
May 7-28
Online
Children’s Theatre Company (CTC) 
presents the virtual world premiere 
of “Audrey Saves the Universe,” a 
hilarious, seven-episode original 
mini-series created by Autumn Ness 
and directed by Reed Sigmund. CTC 
Acting Company members, Ness and 
Sigmund created, wrote, filmed, and 
produced this bingeable show at their 
own home. From epic chemical explo-
sions to jumping off their roof, Ness 
and Sigmund, along with their two 
children and dog, take audiences into 
the chaotic imagination of a child with 
big dreams.
Audrey is a nine-year-old girl…who 
happens to be the greatest filmmaker 
in the world! Possessed by her am-
bitions and high standards, Audrey is 
egocentric, demanding, and hilariously 
extreme. Part Ed Wood, part classic 
Gilda Radner character, Judy Miller, 
Audrey creates whole planets, grand 
stories, music, and special effects…
with no budget and no crew. As Audrey 
shoots her masterpiece, she struggles 
with school bullies and constant cre-
ative setbacks (like getting grounded!). 
As she stages the climactic final battle, 
she uncovers the superpowers she 
holds within her.
“Audrey Saves the Universe” runs May 
7-28 and is best for all ages. The series 
is seven episodes long, running a total 
of 90 minutes. All seven episodes are 
released to the customer on the date 
of purchase. Tickets are pay what you 
will, starting at $15. Tickets and more 

information can be found at childrens-
theatre.org/Audrey.

The Arc Toward Justice
Tuesdays, May 11, 18, 25
Online
The Westminster Town Hall Forum 
focuses on three speakers this May:
May 11 “Life, Liberation, and Commu-
nity” with Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III (Senior 
Pastor of Trinity United Church of 
Christ in Chicago).
May 18 “Race, Civil Rights, and the 
Law” with Deborah Archer (former 
President of the American Civil Liber-
ties Union; current Professor of Clinical 
Law at the New York University School 
of Law).
May 25 “Changing the World, One Year 
Later” with Angela Harrelson & Paris 
Stevens (aunt and cousin of George 
Floyd) and Ben Crump (lawyer for 
Floyd family).
Visit our website to sign up to watch 
at https://westminsterforum.org/. 
Each forum will also be permanently 
archived on the Westminster Town Hall 
Forum’s website for on-demand view-
ing. Audio will be broadcast by MPR 
(Minnesota Public Radio) (check their 
schedule for exact times). Questions 
for speakers can be submitted in ad-
vance. Email info@westminsterforum.
org or leave a voicemail at 612-584-
9843. 

Art 4 Shelter Virtual Art Sale
Wednesday, May 12, noon
The 11th annual Art 4 Shelter will be 
a virtual event on May 12, 2021! Art 4 
Shelter is an annual art sale with 100% 
of the proceeds benefiting Simpson 
Housing Services and its critical mis-
sion to house, support, and advocate 
for people experiencing homelessness. 
https://www.simpsonhousing.org/
art-4-shelter-2/
Take a First View at the Art 4 Shelter 
store on May 11! For each $100 do-
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Neighborhood Night. This month 
we honor Women’s History 
Month by viewing and discussing 
the documentary “The Fight for 
Women’s Rights,” which looks at 
the stories of two women—one 
who is one of the first female 
commercial airline pilots and one 
who is part of the early women’s 
rights movement. This documen-
tary shows how women used tal-
ent and persistence to overcome 
obstacles. Come, learn and get 
to know neighbors!  Coffee and 
snacks included.  Bring a friend!  
No cost/no registration. For more 
info: www.churchoftheholyname.
org; 612-724-5465.  

Stories of SEVEN Women 
Monday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
The O’Shaughnessy
St. Catherine University
2004 Randolph Ave., St. Paul
In honor of celebrating wom-
en’s vital role in history, The 
O’Shaughnessy is proud to 
present “SEVEN,” a riveting 
documentary play by seven 
female writers based on personal 
interviews with seven remarkable 
women who faced life-threat-
ening obstacles before bringing 
heroic changes to their home 
countries of Pakistan, Nigeria, 
Ireland, Afghanistan, Guatemala, 
Russia and Cambodia. Produced 
by LA Theatre Works, the play 
makes the powerful and timeless 
statement that even in the darkest 
times, one person, one voice, 
and a single act of courage, can 
change the lives of thousands. 
“SEVEN” will be on The 
O’Shaughnessy stage for one 
performance only at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, March 16. Tickets are 
$25-$29 (discounts for students, 
seniors, military, TPT, MPR). Box 
Office: www.theoshaughnessy.
com or 651-690-6700

Zealous Hellions: Taylor Mac
Tuesday, March 17, 7 p.m.
Mixed Blood Theatre

1501 S. 4th St., Mpls.
Mixed Blood Theatre hosts Taylor 
Mac in their newest ZEALOUS 
HELLIONS event. Taylor Mac, 
who uses “judy” (lowercase 
unless at the start of a sentence, 
just like a regular pronoun), 
not as a name but as a gender 
pronoun – is a playwright, actor, 
singer-songwriter, performance 
artist, director and producer. 
Judy’s work has been performed 
on Broadway, the Lincoln Center, 
D.C.’s Kennedy Center and the 
Sydney Opera House. Mac is 
a MacArthur “Genius Grant” 
recipient, a Pulitzer Prize finalist 
for drama, and a Tony-nominated 
playwright. Mac will discuss art, 
gender, expression and last year’s 
Broadway experience with the 
show “Gary: A Sequel to Titus 
Andronicus”in conversation with 
Jeremy Cohen, the Producing 
Artistic Director of the Play-
wrights’ Center. Mac and Cohen 
will debate, connect and theorize 
with each other on stage which, 
in combination with audience 
energy and participation, will 
result in humor, inspiration and 
wisdom.   
Guaranteed admission for $25, 
become a member, or attend 
without charge on a first-come-
first-served basis via Radical 
Hospitality. For reservations or 
more info, call 612-338-0937 or go 
to https://mixedblood.com/event/
zhtaylormac/.

Sick Lit: A Writing Workshop
Saturday, March 21
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nokomis Library
5100 34th Ave. S., Mpls.
An open writing workshop for 
artists and writers interested 
in writing and reading around 
chronic illness. No previous expe-
rience needed. FREE. Workshops 
will be lead by writer, editor, 
and teaching artist Lara Mimosa 
Montes in the library meeting 
room. For more info and to RSVP, 
please write: MplsWritingWork-
shops@gmail.com

Arbeit Opera Theatre presents
“The Rape of Lucretia”
March 20-21, 7:30 p.m.
March 22, 4 p.m.
Southern Theater
1420 Washington Ave. S., Mpls.
AOT will present “The Rape of 
Lucretia” by Benjamin Britten 
on March 20- 22 at the historic 
Southern Theater in Minneapolis. 
The production will be presented 
in English with English superti-
tles, and features an all-Minneso-
ta cast, crew and orchestra. “The 
Rape of Lucretia” was the first of 
Britten’s chamber operas and is 
based upon the ancient Roman 
tragedy of Lucretia. As with most 
of Britten’s operatic storytelling, 
Lucretia portrays the struggle of 
an individual against a hostile 
society. The story unfolds during 
a time of war when Rome is ruled 
by an Etruscan king who ascend-
ed to power through force. It is in 
this hostile society that Lucretia’s 
body is used as a tool for political 
ambition and power. AOT’s pro-
duction will be set untradition-
ally in an ambiguous time and 
place, focusing this story through 
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Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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World Premiere of 
“Spamtown, USA”
Now through April 5
Children’s Theatre Company
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 
Children’s Theatre Company 
(CTC) is proud to announce the 
world premiere production of 
“Spamtown, USA,” running Feb. 
16 through April 5, written by 
Philip Dawkins and directed by 
Will Davis. The playwright met 
with and interviewed 25 people 
who were children in the city of 
Austin, Minn., during the P-9 
Strike against Hormel in the 
1980s to gather their stories and 
perspectives. The play explores 
how pivotal events that occurred 
during the strike affected relation-
ships inside and between three 
families. While five kids dream 
of space camp, tennis teams, and 
out-of-state college, they find 
their families and community 
suddenly divided by picket lines 
and opposing agendas. This is 
the story of having the strength 
to stand up for what you believe 
in, the challenge that comes in 
disagreeing with those you love, 
and the humor that helps keep 
friendships alive. The show is 
recommended for everyone ages 
9 and up. Ticket prices range 
from $15 through $71 (subject to 
change) with ACT Pass tickets for 
$5. For more information, visit us 
online at www.childrenstheatre.
org or call the ticket office at 612-
874-0400.

March at Bryant-Lake Bowl
Bryant-Lake Bowl
Cabaret Theater
810 W. Lake St., Mpls.
The Theater of Public Policy

Mondays, March 9 and 23
April 6 and 20
May 4 and 18
7 p.m. (doors at 6 p.m.)
Presented by Danger Boat 
Productions
Learn AND laugh with The 
Theater of Public Policy! Each 
show, we host an expert guest for 
a live on-stage discussion on a 
big issue, topic or idea. Then the 
cast brings the conversation to 
life through entirely unscripted 
improv comedy theater. Tickets 
$15/$12 in advance or with Fringe 
button/$60 season pass (over the 
phone only). More info at https://
www.bryantlakebowl.com/the-
ater/the-theater-of-public-policy-
57/?mc_id=1749
Courtney Pauroso: Gutterplum
Friday, March 27, 7 p.m. 
Presented by Spit Take Comedy 
Series
A smash hit at the 2019 Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival, “Gutter-
plum” is an unclassifiable whirl-
wind of physical comedy and 
theater from LA-based comedian 
and “dangerously delightful” 
clown Courtney Pauroso. “An 
intense and hilarious journey...an 
hour of utter chaos that somehow 
portrays a deep life-spanning 
story.” $18/$15 in advance. More 
info and tickets:
https://www.bryantlakebowl.
com/theater/courtney-pauro-
so-gutterplum/?mc_id=1747

Dan Pfeiffer presents
“Un-Trumping America”
Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m.
The Parkway Theater
4814 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Dan Pfeiffer, New York Times 
bestselling author and co-host of 

“Pod Save America,” comes to the 
Parkway in celebration of his new 
book, “Un-Trumping America: A 
Plan to Make America a De-
mocracy Again.” Join us for this 
energizing reading and book sign-
ing! Each ticket includes a copy of 
Pfeiffer’s new book. “Un-Trump-
ing America” is a sharp political 
playbook for how Democrats can 
take on Trump, McConnell, Fox 
News, and the rest of the right-
wing circus dominating American 
politics. The book dismantles 
toxic Trumpism and offers a 
way forward. The event with 
be moderated by special guest 
Alyssa Mastromonaco. Sponsored 
by Magers & Quinn Booksellers. 
For more info and tickets: https://
www.magersandquinn.com/
event.

“Redwood”
March 11-April 11
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.
Sundays, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
The Jungle Theater
2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls.
The Jungle Theater is excited to 
present “Redwood,” an astute 
new play brimming with com-
edy, wit and dance. Written by 
Brittany K. Allen and directed 
by H. Adam Harris, this singular 
American story is about learning 
to live and love in a present that’s 
enmeshed in a dark past. In this 
razor-sharp, humor-filled tale, a 
Hip-Hop dance class Greek Cho-
rus and opinionated long-dead 
ancestors help guide the relation-
ship between Meg and Drew, an 
interracial couple whose lives are 
rocked when Meg’s Uncle Stevie 
discovers Drew is from the family 
that enslaved her relatives in 
antebellum Kentucky. Tickets and 
more information are available at 
612-822-7063 or www.junglethe-
ater.org.

The Fight for Women’s Rights
Thursday, March 12
7 to 8:30 p.m.
Holy Name Church
(Garvey Hall)
3637 11th Ave. S., Mpls.
Everyone is welcome to attend 
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by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
directed by TOM QUAINTANCE

Twelfth Night
Final 2 Weeks!
Must close March 22

A romantic Shakespeare comedy

Sponsored by

Neighborhood Night. This month 
we honor Women’s History 
Month by viewing and discussing 
the documentary “The Fight for 
Women’s Rights,” which looks at 
the stories of two women—one 
who is one of the first female 
commercial airline pilots and one 
who is part of the early women’s 
rights movement. This documen-
tary shows how women used tal-
ent and persistence to overcome 
obstacles. Come, learn and get 
to know neighbors!  Coffee and 
snacks included.  Bring a friend!  
No cost/no registration. For more 
info: www.churchoftheholyname.
org; 612-724-5465.  

Stories of SEVEN Women 
Monday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
The O’Shaughnessy
St. Catherine University
2004 Randolph Ave., St. Paul
In honor of celebrating wom-
en’s vital role in history, The 
O’Shaughnessy is proud to 
present “SEVEN,” a riveting 
documentary play by seven 
female writers based on personal 
interviews with seven remarkable 
women who faced life-threat-
ening obstacles before bringing 
heroic changes to their home 
countries of Pakistan, Nigeria, 
Ireland, Afghanistan, Guatemala, 
Russia and Cambodia. Produced 
by LA Theatre Works, the play 
makes the powerful and timeless 
statement that even in the darkest 
times, one person, one voice, 
and a single act of courage, can 
change the lives of thousands. 
“SEVEN” will be on The 
O’Shaughnessy stage for one 
performance only at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, March 16. Tickets are 
$25-$29 (discounts for students, 
seniors, military, TPT, MPR). Box 
Office: www.theoshaughnessy.
com or 651-690-6700

Zealous Hellions: Taylor Mac
Tuesday, March 17, 7 p.m.
Mixed Blood Theatre

1501 S. 4th St., Mpls.
Mixed Blood Theatre hosts Taylor 
Mac in their newest ZEALOUS 
HELLIONS event. Taylor Mac, 
who uses “judy” (lowercase 
unless at the start of a sentence, 
just like a regular pronoun), 
not as a name but as a gender 
pronoun – is a playwright, actor, 
singer-songwriter, performance 
artist, director and producer. 
Judy’s work has been performed 
on Broadway, the Lincoln Center, 
D.C.’s Kennedy Center and the 
Sydney Opera House. Mac is 
a MacArthur “Genius Grant” 
recipient, a Pulitzer Prize finalist 
for drama, and a Tony-nominated 
playwright. Mac will discuss art, 
gender, expression and last year’s 
Broadway experience with the 
show “Gary: A Sequel to Titus 
Andronicus”in conversation with 
Jeremy Cohen, the Producing 
Artistic Director of the Play-
wrights’ Center. Mac and Cohen 
will debate, connect and theorize 
with each other on stage which, 
in combination with audience 
energy and participation, will 
result in humor, inspiration and 
wisdom.   
Guaranteed admission for $25, 
become a member, or attend 
without charge on a first-come-
first-served basis via Radical 
Hospitality. For reservations or 
more info, call 612-338-0937 or go 
to https://mixedblood.com/event/
zhtaylormac/.

Sick Lit: A Writing Workshop
Saturday, March 21
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nokomis Library
5100 34th Ave. S., Mpls.
An open writing workshop for 
artists and writers interested 
in writing and reading around 
chronic illness. No previous expe-
rience needed. FREE. Workshops 
will be lead by writer, editor, 
and teaching artist Lara Mimosa 
Montes in the library meeting 
room. For more info and to RSVP, 
please write: MplsWritingWork-
shops@gmail.com

Arbeit Opera Theatre presents
“The Rape of Lucretia”
March 20-21, 7:30 p.m.
March 22, 4 p.m.
Southern Theater
1420 Washington Ave. S., Mpls.
AOT will present “The Rape of 
Lucretia” by Benjamin Britten 
on March 20- 22 at the historic 
Southern Theater in Minneapolis. 
The production will be presented 
in English with English superti-
tles, and features an all-Minneso-
ta cast, crew and orchestra. “The 
Rape of Lucretia” was the first of 
Britten’s chamber operas and is 
based upon the ancient Roman 
tragedy of Lucretia. As with most 
of Britten’s operatic storytelling, 
Lucretia portrays the struggle of 
an individual against a hostile 
society. The story unfolds during 
a time of war when Rome is ruled 
by an Etruscan king who ascend-
ed to power through force. It is in 
this hostile society that Lucretia’s 
body is used as a tool for political 
ambition and power. AOT’s pro-
duction will be set untradition-
ally in an ambiguous time and 
place, focusing this story through 

4 WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COM March 2020

Southside  Pride  / NOKOMIS EDITION
• COMMUNITY CALENDAR •

  
         A TD M

FIND YOUR EVENT: L -LIT
-ART-MUSIC -DANCE -THEATER

BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.
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Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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World Premiere of 
“Spamtown, USA”
Now through April 5
Children’s Theatre Company
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 
Children’s Theatre Company 
(CTC) is proud to announce the 
world premiere production of 
“Spamtown, USA,” running Feb. 
16 through April 5, written by 
Philip Dawkins and directed by 
Will Davis. The playwright met 
with and interviewed 25 people 
who were children in the city of 
Austin, Minn., during the P-9 
Strike against Hormel in the 
1980s to gather their stories and 
perspectives. The play explores 
how pivotal events that occurred 
during the strike affected relation-
ships inside and between three 
families. While five kids dream 
of space camp, tennis teams, and 
out-of-state college, they find 
their families and community 
suddenly divided by picket lines 
and opposing agendas. This is 
the story of having the strength 
to stand up for what you believe 
in, the challenge that comes in 
disagreeing with those you love, 
and the humor that helps keep 
friendships alive. The show is 
recommended for everyone ages 
9 and up. Ticket prices range 
from $15 through $71 (subject to 
change) with ACT Pass tickets for 
$5. For more information, visit us 
online at www.childrenstheatre.
org or call the ticket office at 612-
874-0400.

March at Bryant-Lake Bowl
Bryant-Lake Bowl
Cabaret Theater
810 W. Lake St., Mpls.
The Theater of Public Policy

Mondays, March 9 and 23
April 6 and 20
May 4 and 18
7 p.m. (doors at 6 p.m.)
Presented by Danger Boat 
Productions
Learn AND laugh with The 
Theater of Public Policy! Each 
show, we host an expert guest for 
a live on-stage discussion on a 
big issue, topic or idea. Then the 
cast brings the conversation to 
life through entirely unscripted 
improv comedy theater. Tickets 
$15/$12 in advance or with Fringe 
button/$60 season pass (over the 
phone only). More info at https://
www.bryantlakebowl.com/the-
ater/the-theater-of-public-policy-
57/?mc_id=1749
Courtney Pauroso: Gutterplum
Friday, March 27, 7 p.m. 
Presented by Spit Take Comedy 
Series
A smash hit at the 2019 Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival, “Gutter-
plum” is an unclassifiable whirl-
wind of physical comedy and 
theater from LA-based comedian 
and “dangerously delightful” 
clown Courtney Pauroso. “An 
intense and hilarious journey...an 
hour of utter chaos that somehow 
portrays a deep life-spanning 
story.” $18/$15 in advance. More 
info and tickets:
https://www.bryantlakebowl.
com/theater/courtney-pauro-
so-gutterplum/?mc_id=1747

Dan Pfeiffer presents
“Un-Trumping America”
Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m.
The Parkway Theater
4814 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Dan Pfeiffer, New York Times 
bestselling author and co-host of 

“Pod Save America,” comes to the 
Parkway in celebration of his new 
book, “Un-Trumping America: A 
Plan to Make America a De-
mocracy Again.” Join us for this 
energizing reading and book sign-
ing! Each ticket includes a copy of 
Pfeiffer’s new book. “Un-Trump-
ing America” is a sharp political 
playbook for how Democrats can 
take on Trump, McConnell, Fox 
News, and the rest of the right-
wing circus dominating American 
politics. The book dismantles 
toxic Trumpism and offers a 
way forward. The event with 
be moderated by special guest 
Alyssa Mastromonaco. Sponsored 
by Magers & Quinn Booksellers. 
For more info and tickets: https://
www.magersandquinn.com/
event.

“Redwood”
March 11-April 11
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.
Sundays, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
The Jungle Theater
2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls.
The Jungle Theater is excited to 
present “Redwood,” an astute 
new play brimming with com-
edy, wit and dance. Written by 
Brittany K. Allen and directed 
by H. Adam Harris, this singular 
American story is about learning 
to live and love in a present that’s 
enmeshed in a dark past. In this 
razor-sharp, humor-filled tale, a 
Hip-Hop dance class Greek Cho-
rus and opinionated long-dead 
ancestors help guide the relation-
ship between Meg and Drew, an 
interracial couple whose lives are 
rocked when Meg’s Uncle Stevie 
discovers Drew is from the family 
that enslaved her relatives in 
antebellum Kentucky. Tickets and 
more information are available at 
612-822-7063 or www.junglethe-
ater.org.

The Fight for Women’s Rights
Thursday, March 12
7 to 8:30 p.m.
Holy Name Church
(Garvey Hall)
3637 11th Ave. S., Mpls.
Everyone is welcome to attend 
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by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
directed by TOM QUAINTANCE

Twelfth Night
Final 2 Weeks!
Must close March 22

A romantic Shakespeare comedy

Sponsored by

nated, you will receive a virtual ticket 
to view the art sale 24 hours early — 
and your gift will be MATCHED dollar 
for dollar by our generous corporate 
partner Two Harbors Investment Corp. 
To reserve your spot and receive your 
virtual ticket, go to https://www.
simpsonhousing.org/art-4-shelter-do-
nation/.

Art-A-Whirl Weekend
May 14-16
Online and open studios
Art-A-Whirl is the largest open studio 
tour in the country, which happens 
annually throughout Northeast Minne-
apolis the third weekend of May. Due 
to the ongoing COVID pandemic, the 
2021 Art-A-Whirl will not be held as 
a normal event. Art-A-Whirl is online, 
with hundreds of member galleries, 
shops, and videos. Some individual 
studios, galleries, and businesses will 
have their own open hours during Art-
A-Whirl weekend. Visit the website at 
https://nemaa.org/art-a-whirl/ to find 
open studios, buy art online, and dis-
cover new food and beverage options! 
If visiting in-person, be sure to wear a 
mask and observe social distancing.

Black Lines Matter: Where Black 
Writers Meet
Saturday, May 15, 6 to 8 p.m.
3737 Minnehaha Ave., Mpls.
Organized by the Black Table Arts 
Co-op
This space is for and by black people. 
Black Lines Matter is a home for black 
poets thinking about joy and libera-
tion. Black Lines Matter is a regular 
writing space for black communities to 
connect, get feedback and engage oth-
er black poets. This is a space where 
we think through the craft of writing 
and the tactics of liberation.
These sessions will be bi-weekly 
geared toward two things: 1) Holding 

space for black writers to create and 
share new work; 2) Studying poetic 
craft through black writing pulling from 
historic and contemporary writers. Join 
us as we search through language to 
celebrate, survive and fight. Free and 
open to the public. In person here: 
https://bit.ly/3dT4Zjl. Zoom here: 
https://bit.ly/3vle5ep.

Hope and Healing Painting Experience
Wednesday, May 19
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Midtown Global Market
920 E. Lake St., Mpls.
The public is invited to sign up for 
an evening painting experience led 
by Simone Alexa, Midtown Global 
Market’s resident artist. Simone 
will provide step-by-step painting 
instructions and answer questions as 
she guides the group on how to create 
a version of her original art that was 
featured on Midtown Global Market’s 
exterior. This COVID-safe event is a 
great opportunity to learn or improve 
upon painting skills while creating art 
keepsakes. Artists of all skill levels are 
invited to participate. $30 per person. 
Canvas, paint and brushes are provid-
ed. Participants will learn hands-on 
acrylic painting techniques. Proceeds 
will go to two local non-profits: Friends 
of Global Market and HOPE Youth Cen-
ter. Sign up at  https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/152119915763.

Vaccines for Veterans, their Spouses 
and Caregivers
Minneapolis VA Health Care System 
invites all Non-enrolled Veterans, 
Veteran Spouses, Veteran Caregivers, 
and ChampVA beneficiaries to receive 
a COVID-19 vaccine. Complete the Sign 
up to get a COVID-19 vaccine at VA 
tool here: https://www.va.gov/health-
care/covid-19-vaccine/stay-informed. 
After completing this tool, you can 
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Ward 11 Candidate Forum on 
Energy + Climate Justice! 

The Minneapolis-based energy democracy organiza-
tion Community Power is hosting an online Ward 11 City 
Council Candidate Forum on Local Energy and Climate 
Justice for Thursday May 20, 6:30 to 8 p.m.

The program will feature Dillon Gherna, Emily Koski 
and Jeremy Schroeder.

To join log on to https://www.communitypowermn.
org/scheduled_q_a_forums.

RSVPing at the forum’s Zoom registration link will en-
able you to submit an audience question for candidates 
to answer, as well as the opportunity to take part in in-
formal discussions in Zoom breakout rooms with candi-
dates after the official close of each forumat 8 p.m. as a 
way to build meaningful relations.

This is one of five similar forums hosted by Communi-
ty Power which will also be recorded and live-streamed 
on Facebook Live and YouTube. 

The questions featured on the 2021 Community Power 
candidate questionnaire (listed at https://www.commu-
nitypowermn.org/2021_city_council_questionnaires) 
will provide a good indication of the local energy issues 
covered at the forums.

C. McGee’s Deli

Est. 1987

The best kept secret in the 
Warehouse District!

901 North 3rd Street #123
Minneapolis, MN 55401

612.288.0605

cmcgeesdeli.com

WE PUT $$
INTO OUR FOOD
NOT INTO OUR
ADVERTISING.

Catering Available

We use only the Highest 
Quaility Ingredients

Now Open
Mon-Fri 7am-4pm
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Minneapolis, MN 55401

612.288.0606

schedule your vaccination appoint-
ments by calling 612-467-1301 (Call 
Center is open weekdays 7:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m.) or walk-in Monday-Friday 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Enrolled Veterans are always 
welcomed, simply call 612-467-1301 to 
schedule or walk-in Monday-Friday 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

New MN Bicycling Handbook Rolls 
Out for Spring Cycling
More people than ever before are 
riding bicycles in Minnesota. That’s 
why the Bicycle Alliance of Minne-
sota (BikeMN) is rolling out the 2021 
edition of the Minnesota Bicycling 
Handbook just in time for National Bike 
Month in May and to support people 
riding their bike for the first time or 
returning to it. The handbook is a 
comprehensive informational resource 
that equips bicyclists of all skill levels 
to safely enjoy Minnesota’s roads and 
trails and to know their rights. The 
handbook also provides guidance for 
motorists on what to expect from 
bicyclists and how to safely drive when 
bikes are around. 
Many bicyclists feel that Minnesota 
bike laws are not straightforward 
and that it can be challenging to 
ride a bicycle both safely and legally, 
especially given some of the nuances 
in state statutes around bicycling. The 
Minnesota Bicycling Handbook pro-
vides 36 pages of Minnesota-specific 
information and digs into the details 
of many complicated topics, such as 
lane positioning, roadway and bike 
lane markings, bike law, equipment, 
bicyclists’ rights, and more. 
This is the only place this information 
has been captured and put into one 
resource. BikeMN printed a record 
50,000 handbooks this year and is in 
the process of distributing them across 
the state. The handbook is available 
to view, download digital copies, and 
order physical copies at www.bikemn.
org/handbook.

Coming to the Table: Racial Healing 
Talking Circles and Learning Sessions
Saturday, May 15, 10:30 a.m. to noon
Wednesday, May 19, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Monday, May 24, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Online via Zoom
Coming to the Table gatherings are 
racial healing talking circles to address 
interpersonal, community, and struc-
tural racial violence and trauma. At 
CTTT, descendants of those who were 
enslaved, descendants of slave owners, 
Indigenous community members, and 
all those interested in engaging in safe 
constructive dialogue are invited to 
come together to envision Minneapolis 
as a just and truthful community - one 
that acknowledges and seeks to heal 
the racial wounds from the historical 
trauma of slavery, genocide of Native 
Americans, and the racism these col-
lective traumas continue to spawn.
CTTT provides ongoing relationship en-
gagement, leadership, resources, and 
a supportive environment to dismantle 
racism. Join Peacebuilding’s Assistant 
Executive Director Crixell Shell for one 
or more of our CTTT racial healing 
talking circles. Until risks associated 
with the Coronavirus (COVID-19) have 
abated, all of our trainings and events 
will be virtual. Please register at http://
www.mnpeace.org/events.html and 
a Zoom video conference link will be 
emailed to you before the training 
or event begins. If you have any 
questions, please direct them to info@
mnpeace.org.    
Twin Cities Cohousing Network (TCCN) 
is an all-volunteer 501c3 nonprofit 
devoted to educating about and 
supporting cohousing in the Twin Cities 
Area.

Highpoint Presents: Prints from 
Crow’s Shadow

Thursday, May 20, 1 p.m.—Public con-
versation with Jim Denomie via Zoom
Exhibition on view through July 17
Monday—Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturdays, noon to 4 p.m.
Highpoint Center for Printmaking
912 W. Lake St., Mpls.
Highpoint Center for Printmaking 
announces the opening of Prints from 
Crow’s Shadow, an exhibition featuring 
prints from Crow’s Shadow Institute of 
the Arts’ (CSIA) highlighting 30 years 
of collaborative commitment to Indig-
enous artists and fine art printmaking. 
Located on the Confederated Tribes 
of the Umatilla Indian Reservation 
outside of Pendleton, Ore., CSIA is a 
non-profit organization committed to 
providing a creative conduit for educa-
tional, social, and economic opportu-
nities for Native Americans through 
artistic development. Crow’s Shadow, 
their residency program and their com-
mitment to supporting Indigenous and 
marginalized voices has done much 
to usurp and guide the conversation 
surrounding work made by Indigenous 
artists. 
This stunning exhibition at Highpoint 
will feature a wide variety of prints 
published by Crow’s Shadow Press in 
collaboration with artists of a diversity 
of background and media. Thursday, 
May 20 from 1 to 2 p.m., we will be 
hosting a virtual conversation with 
Minnesota-based artist and Crow’s 
Shadow collaborator Jim Denomie. 
Visit our website for more information, 
as well as the link to attend. https://
www.highpointprintmaking.org/
calendar/2021/3/9/prints-from-crows-
shadow. 
PLEASE NOTE: Gallery viewing hours 
are Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and Saturdays from noon to 4 
p.m. A maximum of 10 people will be 
allowed in the gallery at a time and vis-
itors are required to wear a mask while 
inside Highpoint. Please call or visit 
highpointprintmaking.org for more 
information on visitor protocol.

Cafesjian’s Carousel Opens in Como 
Park
May 21–TBD: Friday, Saturday–Sunday 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sept. 4–Oct. 31: Saturday–Sunday 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
1245 Midway Parkway, St. Paul, MN 
Infants under age 1 ride free; tickets 
for all other riders are $3.
Cafesjian’s Carousel opens for its 
22nd season in Como Park on May 
21. The historic carousel that graced 
the Minnesota State Fair for 75 years 
(and was in downtown St. Paul for a 
few years) has operated since 2000 
in a $1.1 million pavilion just next to 
the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory 
and the new Visitor Center at Como 
Park. The carousel’s 68 horses and 
two chariots have been fully restored 
to the way they looked when new in 
1914, and a fully restored band organ 
plays waltzes, marches and popular 
tunes. About 100,000 people ride the 
carousel each season. The carousel is 
owned and operated by Our Fair Car-
ousel, the non-profit community group 
that saved it from being auctioned to 
collectors in 1988. More volunteers are 
needed to operate the ride, assist rid-
ers, and sell tickets and merchandise. 
For information, call (651) 489-4628, 
email ourfaircarousel@outlook.com, 
or see www.ourfaircarousel.org.

U of M School of Music Event
In Concert: University Organist 
Dean Billmeyer
Tuesday, May 25, 7:30 p.m. CDT
In-Person and Live-Stream
On-Demand Streaming available 
through Monday, May 31, 
11:59 p.m. CDT
Northrop Auditorium
Carlson Family Stage

University of Minnesota Organist 
Dean Billmeyer continues to showcase 
Northrop’s restored pipe organ in a 
variety of works that illustrate the 
instrument’s palette. The program 
will include music of Bach performed 
in Karl Straube’s uniquely Romantic 
idiom. More information and tickets 
available here: https://www.northrop.
umn.edu/events/concert-university-or-
ganist-dean-billmeyer-2021.

LOG JAM! A Paul Bunyan Musical 
Spectacular
May 27 - June 20
The Bakken Museum
3537 Zenith Ave., Mpls.
Presented by Open Eye Theatre 
Grab your lawn chair and your favorite 
plaid shirt and meet us outdoors for a 
REAL LIVE SHOW! This comic mu-
sic-theatre contraption will have it all 
— including a trio of musical lumber-
jacks, a bouncing ice ball, and 8 indie 
theatre superstars! When the logging 
town of Oakpine Falls falls victim to 
a polar vortex that quarantines the 
populace and freezes her mother in a 
ball of ice, young Betty Kensack sets 
out on a quest to bring the legend-
ary Paul Bunyan out of retirement. 
Heartwarming hilarity ensues as Betty, 
Babe the Blue Ox, and a crew of rowdy 
lumberjacks join Minnesota’s famous 
folk hero on a quest to melt the ice 
and bring back the sun. LOG JAM! is 
a witty and subversive riff on a local 
legend, and perfect for a night out with 
friends and family.
More info and tickets available at: 
http://www.openeyetheatre.org/
log-jam.

Strings, Scraped and Banged: An eve-
ning of music for violin and piano
Friday, May 28, 6:30 p.m.
Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church and 
School
5426 12th Ave. S., Mpls.
Do you miss experiencing live music? 
“Strings, Scraped and Banged” brings 
back the music with an eclectic 
program taking you from the concert 
hall to Tin Pan Alley and from the sanc-
tuary to the jazz club. Join us for this 
hour-long, free concert either in-per-
son or online! An RSVP is required; 
reserve your spot today at olpmn.org/
events.

‘Farmers Markets of MPLS’ 
Collaborative to Open Spring Markets 

Beginning May 1
Many of the approximately 20 farmers’ 
markets in the Farmers Markets of 
MPLS collaborative will open their 
spring markets May 1, with others 
opening later in the month and in 
June. The Spring Markets opening will 
bring many favorite growers and other 
vendors back, as well as introduce 
shoppers to new vendors and their 
products. 
Some of the new vendors include 
Wild Sorrel (body products made with 
Horner’s Corner maple syrup); Perenni-
al Pantry (Kernza flour); BIPOC-owned 
farmers’ brands Ever Wild Herbal 
Company (apothecary products), Pure 
Ginger for You (raw, cold-press juices 
made with local, organic produce), and 
Live Organically (certified organic veg-
etables). The nonprofit Urban Roots 
youth farm and conservation program 
will also introduce its new collection of 
native perennial plants.
Some of the Spring Market locations 
on the Southside include:
    -Four Sisters Farmers Market, Thurs-
days, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., June 3 through 
Oct. 28, 1414 E. Franklin Ave., https://

www.facebook.com/foursistersmarket.
    -Kingfield Farmers Market, Sundays, 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., May 16 through 
Oct. 24, 4055 Nicollet Ave., http://
neighborhoodrootsmn.org/about/
kingfield/.
    -Midtown Farmers Market, Satur-
days, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., May 1 through 
Oct. 30, Moon Palace Books, 3032 
Minnehaha Ave., http://midtownfarm-
ersmarket.org/.
    -Nokomis Farmers Market, Wednes-
days, 4:30 to 7 p.m., June 16 through 
Sept. 29, 5167 Chicago Ave., http://
neighborhoodrootsmn.org/about/
nokomis/.
    -Tiny Diner Farmers’ Market, Thurs-
days, (time and schedule are TBD), 
1024 E. 38th St.
Many of the markets accept EBT and 
Market Bucks. To view an interactive 
map, visit https://farmersmarket-
sofmpls.org/find-a-market/inter-
active-map/. All markets practice 
stringent COVID-19 protocols to ensure 
a safe experience for shoppers, grow-
ers and staff, and some offer online 
pre-ordering and pre-payment for a 
contact-free shopping experience. 
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Conscientious objection

Conscientious objectors of 
every generation have heard 
some version of this: “Your 

freedom to be a conscientious 
objector was won for you by 
the military you refuse to join 
and the wars you refuse to 
fight.” Yet, those same gen-
erations have seen the mili-
tary used to suppress the very 
rights it claims to protect. This 
year the Center on Conscience 
& War counseled dozens of mil-
itary members whose consci-
entious objector (CO) beliefs 
solidified after seeing the pro-
tests or seeing other soldiers 

being mobilized in that way. 
For these recent COs, their 
moral, ethical or religious be-
liefs guided them to not only 
oppose being called to take 
up arms against civilian pro-
testers, but also to realize that 
they could no longer support 
the mission of the military in 
general, which is, of course, to 
fight wars. Under military reg-
ulations, which also apply to 
the National Guard, these COs 
have the right to be honorably 

discharged or to be reassigned 
as noncombatants who do not 
bear arms. 

In his application for dis-
charge, a Navy officer wrote 
how his conscience was awak-
ened even after an immersion 
in militarism. “I’d occasionally 
think, ‘Am I complicit in suf-
fering?’ No, I’m not personal-
ly killing anyone. And I never 
stood on George Floyd’s neck 
for over eight minutes, suf-
focating him to death, while 

another officer watched, with 
his hands in his pockets. This 
certainly wasn’t the first time 
that police brutality happened 
to an unarmed Black man 
in America. It unfortunately 
won’t be the last time it hap-
pens. So, what has that to do 
with me? I’m the officer with 
his hands in his pockets.”

How many of us are not 
standing around with our 
hands in our pockets?

Notes from the desk of peace activist 
Polly Mann (b. Nov. 19, 1919)

BY SOREN STEVENSON & 
DON WILLIAMS

This time the police killing 
was in Brooklyn Center. Last 
time it was Minneapolis, and 
before that Robbinsdale. Long 
before any of these, a man was 
beaten to death by police in 
Hibbing. The train of killings 
is widespread and storied, yet 
people who haven’t lived the 
experience of having a family 
member killed by police just 
don’t seem to understand.  

Understanding other peo-
ple’s experience is hard. It is 
something that children aren’t 
born with the ability to do and 
is a lifelong learning process 
for most. But just because you 
haven’t lived something or just 
because it didn’t happen to 
you doesn’t mean it’s not true. 
Those of us who have direct 
experience with police brutal-
ity have run into this denial 
of lived experience in its most 
virulent fashion. Our neigh-
bors have persistently wound-
ed us, the families of those who 
were killed, with their words 
in the process of justifying our 

loved ones’ murders. We attri-
bute the shameful behavior of 
our neighbors to police narra-
tives that neglect to accurate-
ly represent the situation that 
precipitated the deaths, and to 
the media that almost without 
fail has accepted and parroted 
these false stories.  

Sadly, our community has 
taken the polite, yet inaccu-
rate, police narrative and re-
leased the most disgusting 
bile toward the families of the 
slain. These comments from 
the community range from 
horribly racist to objectively 
inhumane. Family members 
are subjected to comments like 
this on social media:  

“That guy is a f***ing crim-
inal. They should have taken 
out his whole family!” 

This inevitably leaks into 
the schools, where children of 
murdered fathers hear: 

“My dad thinks your dad de-
served to die and wishes the 
cops killed your mom with 
him. I think that too!” 

And if the families of the 
murdered go to the streets to 
protest for change, we later 

read:   
“I’m ready for some Tianan-

men Square s***, otherwise 
f*** these people.”  

And when, without cause, 
I was shot by a rubber bullet 
and lost my eye, a woman said 
to my face: 

“If you didn’t misbehave you 
wouldn’t have gotten hurt.” 

It came out just last week 
that police flying helicopters 
in Los Angeles were open-
ly talking about wanting to 
douse protestors in aviation 
fuel and light them on fire. Un-
fortunately, this is a sentiment 
shared by many in our own 
community.  

People saying horrible things 
about one another is an unfor-
tunate phenomenon in life, 
but our community has been 
primed to say these things by 
the way that the police have 
hidden the truth around dead-
ly force incidents. The way 
that the police and uncritical 
media have controlled the nar-
rative about police killings has 
created an environment where 
people could reasonably be-
lieve that police misconduct 

does not exist. George Floyd’s 
family is getting a trial of his 
killers because bystanders vid-
eoed what happened and peo-
ple protested en masse. Had 
his killing gone unrecorded 
and had the police been al-
lowed to tailor the story as 
they saw fit, we would not 
be seeing this trial nor would 
President Biden and every ma-
jor company in America have 
validated the worth of George 
Floyd’s life. That national out-
cry would instead be replaced 
with comments demeaning 
that very same worth. We can 
assert this confidently because 
our loved ones have been ma-
ligned for years, languishing 
in the public discourse without 
widely accessible video. There 
have been over 400 police kill-
ings in Minnesota in the past 
20 years, but the official and 
public response has only once 
before cast the victim in such 
a favorable light. Of those 400 
killings, there have only been 
four trials for the officers in-
volved.    

Given the untrustworthi-
ness of the police narrative 

and the inhumanity of certain 
community members, the fam-
ilies of the slain are calling for 
a vital change in state law to 
give them even footing in the 
contest for truth. We need all 
the body and car cam foot-
age from critical incidents re-
leased to the families within 
48 hours of the incident. Ko-
be’s Bill, named after an au-
tistic man that was shot at his 
home in Brooklyn Center, pro-
poses just this. Evidence and 
visibility are vital if families 
are to effectively advocate for 
a trial like Minnesotans were 
able to do for George Floyd. 
For too long the police have 
had a stranglehold over the 
narrative of the killings they 
commit. Minnesota families 
who know better are calling 
on the legislature to give them 
the information they need to 
set the record straight. 

Soren Stevenson was shot with 
a rubber bullet and lost his left 
eye last summer. Don Williams 
is the grandfather of Brian Qui-
nones who was killed by police 
in Richfield in 2019. 

Walk a mile in our shoes 
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LARRY’S PAINTING
Ext-Int, Spray, Textured. Drywall,

Paper hanging, Skin coating, Water
Damage Repair, Knock Down. Free
estimates. Insured. Family Business.

Over 35 Years Exp. 
651.222.4227

*BATHROOMS* Fix bad 
water pressure. Install sinks, tub/tub 

surrounds, toilets & ceramic tile. 

*BASEMENTS* Finish 
basement, family room, bathroom, etc. 

Free est. & design ideas. 612-275-9815

Complete Lawn Care
Weekly Mowing & Spring Cleanups

Call for details.
Kevin, 612-554-4124
***A Greener Lawn***

      Free Estimates All Types Roofing

SCOTT CLAUSSEN 
CONSTRUCTION

651-338-4018
Lic# BC162315

Serving South Minneapolis 
since 1979

      MILES OLSON
     612-419-1056

CONCRETE, BRICK AND 
STONE REPAIR

www.dornickconstruction.net
dornick@comcast.net

Mn. License # BC 726447

John Dornick
4853 15th Avenue South 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55417(612) 250-6665

D KORNIC
CONSTRUCTION

•  Kitchens

• Bathrooms
•  Attic & Basement

•  Additions

• Windows 

•  Siding 

• Roofing

Since 1977

• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Attic & Basement
• Addition
• Windows
• Siding
• Roofing

FENCE / DECKS
New or repairs, 20 years in Business

ST-Lic# BC581059
FREE Quotes

651-210-1387
Troy’s Decks & Wood Fence

The Verdict 
Southside Pride  / NOKOMIS EDITION

• HOME IMPROVEMENT & MORE •

BY ED FELIEN

Guilty! 
Guilty, as judged by the 

whole world. 
Everyone saw what hap-

pened. Millions watched 
17-year-old Darnella Frazier’s 
iPhone video of Derek Chau-
vin squeezing the life out of 
George Floyd. 

The world was outraged. 
And local politicians acted 

surprised. 
Mayor Frey said, “That there 

will be Black Minneapolis res-
idents and Minnesotans left 
stunned, suspended in disbe-
lief that the jury actually deliv-
ered this moment for George 
Floyd—that reality speaks vol-
umes to the trauma our soci-
ety has inflicted both quietly 
and overtly. Ours is a deeply 
imperfect city—one with its 
work cut out for it—but as a 
people we have never been so 
completely committed to doing 
that work.” 

Really, Jacob Frey? 
Last year, in the May edi-

tions of Southside Pride, I 
wrote to the mayor and City 
Council: 

“On April 29, the Minneapo-
lis City Council agreed to begin 
paying out more than a mil-
lion dollars rather than chal-
lenge the civil lawsuit against 
Officer Lucas Peterson for the 
wrongful death of Terrance 
Franklin.

“Your refusal to hold Lucas 
Peterson accountable for his 
actions in the murder of Ter-
rance Franklin continues to 
legitimize the racist murders 
of young black men by our 

Minneapolis Police Depart-
ment. Lucas Peterson’s obvi-
ous lies were impossible to be-
lieve, and the city will pay out 
$975,000 to Franklin’s father 
and another $250,000 to the 
law firm hired by the city to 
cover up this disgrace and you 
still refuse to hold him or the 
other officers involved in this 
tragedy accountable.” 

In March of 2020 Council 
President Lisa Bender said, “I 
think our policy changes in the 
police department, leadership 
changes, have really created a 
scenario where this is unlikely 
to happen again, so I think it’s 
time to move forward and re-
ally continue with the changes 
that we’re making in the police 
department to make sure this 
never happens again.” 

Really, Lisa Bender? 
But those who refuse to 

learn from history are doomed 
to repeat it, and in May Derek 
Chauvin killed George Floyd 
because he believed, like Lu-
cas Peterson, that he could get 
away with it. 

Council Member Phillipe 
Cunningham, the chair of the 
Public Safety Committee that 
has responsibility for holding 
the police accountable, joined 
in the chorus: “As a city we 
have to work together to build 
systems of public safety and 
justice that work for all of us 
and keep all of us safe. Ev-
eryone in our community de-
serves to be safe.”  

Really, Phillipe Cunning-
ham? 

I have written to Cunning-
ham, “the public support for 
and credibility of the MPD 
will not be restored until the 
Department seriously inves-

tigates the behavior of 
Officer Lucas Peterson in 
the murder of Terrance 
Franklin,” and requested 
an interview, and he has 
refused to answer me. 

I contacted Attorney 
General Keith Ellison’s 
office and they told me 
they only investigate ac-
tions of Minnesota law 
enforcement officers at 
the request of the gov-
ernor. So, I wrote to 
the governor and to his 
press secretary, Teddy 
Tschann: 

“Seven years ago, Ter-
rance Franklin was killed 
in a basement in South 
Minneapolis. This year 
the City of Minneapo-
lis did not contest a wrongful 
death suit brought by Frank-
lin’s heirs in which they claim 
Franklin was killed by Officers 
Lucas Peterson and Michael 
Meath while he had his arms 
up and was trying to surren-
der. I am attaching the attor-
ney’s brief and my history of 
the event as it happened seven 
years ago. 

“The Hennepin County at-
torney declined to prosecute 
the officers seven years ago. 
It is critical, if justice is to be 
served in this matter, that the 
governor ask the attorney gen-
eral to investigate this case.” 

Of course, I received no an-
swer. 

After the Chauvin verdict 
Walz said: 

“Our communities of color 
cannot go on like this. Our po-
lice officers cannot go on like 
this. Our state simply cannot 
go on like this. And the only 
way it will change is through 
systemic reform. 

“We must rebuild, restore, 
and reimagine the relation-
ship between law enforcement 
and the communities they 

serve. We must tackle racial 
inequalities in every corner of 
society— from health to home 
ownership to education. We 
must come together around 
our common humanity.” 

Really, Tim Walz? 
Isn’t this just some polit-

ical trick to propose a few 
outlandish ideas to win back 
some of the progressives you 
lost with your overreaction to 
the demonstrations when you 
called out the National Guard? 
You know the Republicans in 
the Senate are going to block 
any proposals you make that 
would represent real systemic 
change. Are you just doing this 
to have an issue you can use 
against them next year when 
the governor, the House and 
the Senate are up for re-elec-
tion? 

Jordan Kushner has written 
on the Minneapolis Issues Fo-
rum: “The Chauvin trial and 
the upcoming trials are not 
about changing or reforming 
the police—THEY ARE ABOUT 
PROTECTING THE STATUS 
QUO.”  

I would add to that, all the 

theatrical posturing 
about reforming the po-
lice and changing the 
structure would only 
make lines of account-
ability even more remote 
and end up making the 
police even less account-
able. It’s not just about 
protecting the status quo. 
It’s about making the sta-
tus quo impenetrable. 

There’s nothing wrong 
with the structures that 
exist right now. If only 
our elected officials 
would have the courage 
and the will to use them. 

The City Council could 
hold hearings and discov-
er the facts about what 
happened in the police 

killing of Terrance Franklin, 
and in the even more recent 
police killings of Jamar Clark 
and Thurman Blevins and Tra-
vis Jordan. The mayor could 
demand that Chief Arradondo 
explain whether his officers 
observed protocol in killing 
these young Black men. And 
the governor could request 
that Attorney General Keith 
Ellison investigate these kill-
ings to see if criminal charges 
should be brought against the 
officers involved. These ac-
tions wouldn’t require any 
new ordinances or legislation, 
they would simply require the 
willingness of our elected offi-
cials to discharge their proper 
responsibilities. 

The U.S. Justice Department 
is launching an investigation 
of the Minneapolis Police De-
partment to see if there is a 
culture of systemic racism. I’m 
sure they’ll find something, 
and I’m sure the mayor and 
City Council will act shocked 
and vow to change things, and 
I’m not confident that much 
will actually change. 
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SOLAR INCENTIVES 
ARE SUNSETTING

AFTER 2021

GET THE 22% TAX CREDITGET THE 22% TAX CREDIT
BEFORE IT DISAPPEARSBEFORE IT DISAPPEARS

651-401-8522 
1264 Energy Lane

Saint Paul MN

AllEnergySolar.com
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We carry a stunning variety of 
handmade frames from around the 
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know what will look good with your 
prescription and facial features.
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EXOTIC PETTING ZOO and PONY RIDES  
are sponsored by Nicollet Ace Hardware.
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REPAIR LAIR
www.repairlair.com

Use it again, don’t 
throw it away.

Earth Day should be 
every day!
Store Hours:

12-6pm Wed thru Sun

3304 E. Lake St.
Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-729-9095

Advertise with 
Southside Pride!

For information
call David 

(612) 822-4662 
or email 

david@southsidepride.com


