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BY TONY BOUZA 

Policing in America, 
today, is about where 
medical science was 
in the 19th century—
desperate for reform 
but staggering blindly 
under the problems.  
Hacksaws, in the Civil 
War, got plenty of 
mileage.  Wounds got 
fingered and microbes 
ignored. 

Progress came and 
discoveries flowed 
with surprising ease, 
right?  Actually, not so 
much.  But come they 
did.  The expansion 
of human knowledge 
exacts a toll. 

Today, America’s po-
lice are out of control.  
What does that mean? 

It means the inmates 
are running the insti-
tution.  Bedlam. 

Mayors are unknow-
ing, uncaring and 
uninterested.  Except 
for these, everything 
is jake.  Police chiefs 
are up-from-the-ranks 
functionaries with 
little appetite for tak-
ing on police unions.  
These organizations 
lurk legislative halls.  
Endorse allies, provide 
funding and other help 
and play the system 
forcefully, if not subtly.  
Internally, thumpers 
(maybe Trumpers too, 
it’s only one little let-
ter away) set the tone, 
create the climate and 

BY GINGER JENTZEN AND 
JOE HESLA 

The Minneapolis City 
Council is the ultimate de-
cider on whether Minneap-
olis gets to vote on a path 
for rent control in the fall 
of 2021. 

Minneapolis is a majori-
ty renter city, and the rents 
have never been higher. 
According to Rent Café, in 
April, the average one-bed-
room apartment in Minne-
apolis went for over $1500 
a month. And people feel 
that something has to be 
done against out-of-con-

trol rents, to keep the city 
a place where people can 
afford to stay. 

Minneapolis United for 
Rent Control (MURC), a 
coalition of faith, labor and 
community groups fighting 
for strong rent control, has 
been warning for months: 
big developers and real 
estate lobbyists are work-
ing overtime behind the 
scenes to pressure the City 
Council to back away from 
their two proposed char-
ter amendments laying out 
two paths for rent control. 
Back in February, the City 
Council passed both pro-

posals – with a veto-proof 
majority – on to the Char-
ter Commission for review, 
although ultimately it’s the 
Council’s decision as to 
what goes on the Novem-
ber 2021 ballot to voters. 
The Council will vote at 
their late July or August 6 
meeting whether to move 
forward one, both, or nei-
ther of these proposals to 
clear a path for rent con-
trol in Minneapolis.

One proposal puts the 
decision into the hands of 
City Hall. One makes pos-
sible a renter-led petition. 
On Wednesday, July 7, the 

BY ELAINE KLAASSEN

The day before Easter, 2021, I went to 
George Floyd Square to meet with Marquise 
Bowie, a member of Agape, and Marcia Sa-
noden, a “make-the-world-a-better-place” 
reader of Southside Pride, to talk about her 
offer to volunteer at Agape and what that 
might encompass. But we didn’t sit around 
talking. Marquise said she could start right 
now – and so could I. We could go out into 

the square with him as he welcomed visitors. 
He had been doing this since George Floyd 
Square was closed to traffic and he felt that 
a lot of those interesting, valuable, meaning-
ful conversations were being lost, so he asked 
both of us to take notes, which we did.

Marquise introduces himself, “Hi, I’m Mar-
quise. I’m with Agape. Agape means love in 
Greek. We’re out here to spread love … We’re 
turning street energy into community energy 
… We’re trying to spread love out here.” He 
gives everyone a flyer about Agape

Manuela is from Minneapolis. “This makes 

Steve Floyd, one of the founders of Agape



BY STEPHANIE FOX

Minneapolis YWCA
The YWCA has three Minneapolis 

locations, Downtown, Midtown and 
Uptown, and all were busy with ac-
tivities and events. Then came the 
pandemic and things changed. 

During the governor’s shutdown 
the only thing open was child care. 
While the mandate eliminated most 
sports, activities that could move to 
online, did so.

“Within two weeks of the gov-

ernor’s shutdown mandate, we had 
begun offering group fitness class-
es through livestreaming on Zoom,” 
said Kelli Klein, program coordi-
nator and fitness instructor at the 
YWCA. The Zoom classes were popu-
lar with members and increased into 
the fall of 2020, giving a chance for 
people to interact with instructors 
and, she said, a chance to see the 
faces of their friends. 

The YW offered 25 classes a week, 
each with up to 60 participants. 
During last winter, the YWCA’s live-

stream classes were averaging 2,000 
check-ins each month.

When the vaccine became widely 
available, many restrictions were 
lifted but livestream fitness classes 
remain popular. “But now our focus 
is on the slow rebuilding of in-per-
son classes,” said Klein. 

The YWCA Triathlon was canceled 
but a smaller event, the Race against 
Racism 5K, originally scheduled for 
May, will be held on Aug 8. The pool 
and basketball courts are open by 
reservation only for non-members. 
Members need no reservation.

And, while youth sports are on 
hold, the summer youth program 
and Kids Day Camp are still operat-
ing, as are many adult outdoor fit-
ness classes, free of charge and open 
to the public. 

“The facilities continue regular 
cleaning and disinfecting of equip-
ment, and we are still enforcing lim-
its on the number of people who can 
be in the studios at one time,” Klein 
said. “We want to do whatever we 
can to help people feel comfortable 
and safe in our facilities.”
YWCA Downtown
1130 Nicollet Mall
YWCA Midtown
2121 E. Lake St.
YWCA Uptown 
2808 Hennepin Ave. 

Vertical Endeavors
Even the most devoted rock 

climbing fans find that it’s not al-
ways practical to find a suitable 
cliff, or to put up with rain, snow 
or a pandemic. For expert climbers 
(or even beginners wanting to learn 
rock climbing) an indoor facility is a 
welcome option. Vertical Endeavors 
in Minneapolis draws climbing fans 
where they can choose any one of 90 
vertical rope routes, the tallest at 65 
feet at the facility’s peak. 

Vertical Endeavors had to close 
for several months because of Covid, 
first in the spring of 2020, with a 
short reopening and then, following 
Gov. Walz’s directions, again last No-
vember. 

They first reopened with some 
pandemic restrictions, including 
25% capacity and social distanc-
ing, but these restrictions have 
been lifted. The non-vaccinated are 
still asked to wear face masks. But 
temperature checks are no longer 
required when checking in and The 
Climb Team and Climbing Club will 
be starting up soon.

Now, people are returning, eager 
to climb walls and, more important-
ly, socialize. It’s a perfect sport for 

people like Kevin Scott, the facility 
manager at the Minneapolis loca-
tion, who said he was the kind of 
kid who would climb on anything he 
could find. He started sport climbing 
in 2006 and signed on with Vertical 
Endeavors nine years ago.

“Climbing is a great way to get a 
workout,” said Scott. “And it’s a so-
cial environment. People come to 
climb, but then hang out and make 
friends.” 

Members looking for climbing 
partners can join the Adult Climb 
League, meeting once a week. New 
leagues are starting, and old leagues 
are beginning to get together once 
again. 

There could be up to 180 people 
climbing once they completely open 
up, Scott said. That includes classes 
and kids, many who come with their 
parents to learn the sport. 

“The busiest times,” he said, “are 
Saturday mornings, after work, and 
during, of course, bad weather.” 
Vertical Endeavors
2560 Nicollet Ave. S.

The Center for Blade Arts
This Minneapolis club offers 

sword combat classes, including tra-
ditional European historical fencing, 
Olympic fencing, Japanese Tameshi-
giri (using sharp metal swords) and 
traditional Kendo (using bamboo 
swords). Many of the classes are of-
fered for kids, teens and adults. 

“We were and are fortunate, even 
during the Covid shutdown,” said 
owner Tyler Clayton. “We have an 
active community that is very en-
gaged. In March 2020, we closed for 
three months, and then resumed in 
the summer. We had video classes 
every day.”

Coaches spent hours filming solo 
videos. Sometimes two of them 
would meet, wearing masks, to cre-
ate online lessons. 

When the Center started to re-
open as guidelines changed, they 
kept tight regulations, including 
25% capacity, usually about 10 stu-
dents at a time. “I couldn’t abide 
someone getting sick because they 
came here,” Clayton said. 

“We were doing OK when Covid 
first hit. But our revenue from March 
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Local sports and fitness venues begin 
to resurrect as the pandemic fades 

The Safest Place to Buy 
Eyewear in Minnesota

Uptown, New Brighton and Grand Avenue

Uptown, New Brighton and Grand Avenue

WE’RE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE WITH A 

60-YEAR TRADITION THAT’S SIMPLE: 
WORK HARD AND PUT PEOPLE FIRST.

Stop by our o�ce! 
4023 East Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55406
Mike Smith, Agent, Broker:
(651)324-6211

Reach out if we can 
help you with your 
next move!

YWCA banners

The tallest of Vertical En-
deavors’ climbing walls is 65 
feet at the peak of the gym.

Life is Short — Play Hard!Life is Short — Play Hard!



CLASSIC TAEKWONDO STUDIOS
Now Enrolling for 

SUMMER CAMP
$50/day includes: snacks and admissions for daily field trips. 

Pay only for days needed!
Camp Hours: 8:45-5:00 June through August

(must be enrolled as a student)

3MONTH INTRO
$240

Includes:
• Uniform
• 4 Introductory Lessons
• Unlimited Class Hours

Additional family 
members 50% off

(3 month intro)

MRS. CAROLYN BOSTON teaching for over 40 years.

5253 Chicago Ave. S. • 612-810-2051
www.classictkdstudios.com

CLASSIC TAEKWONDO STUDIOS

Now Enrolling for 
SUMMER CAMP

$60/day includes: organic/natural lunch and snacks, 
admissions for daily field trips, and taekwondo class. 

Pay only for days needed!
Camp Hours: 7:30-5:45 June through August

3MONTH INTRO
$240

Includes:
• Uniform
• 4 Introductory Lessons
• Unlimited Class Hours

Additional family 
members 50% off

MRS. CAROLYN BOSTON teaching for over 40 years.

5253 Chicago Ave. S. • 612-810-2051
www.classictkdstudios.com

3WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COMJuly 2021

2020 until 2021 is down 40%. It’s 
slowly been getting better as people 
are more comfortable training with 
others,” he said.

Currently, class sizes run from 
5 to 15 students and with 10,000 
square feet of space, there is room 
for more than one class at a time. 
Students range in age from 8 years 
to people in their 60s, some of whom 

still attend competitions, their tro-
phies on display at the Center. Right 
now, all programs are accepting new 
students, and some have a waiting 
list. 
Center for Blade Arts
4744 Chicago Ave.

Inner City Tennis
A huge white dome dominates the 

area at Martin Luther King Park in 
South Minneapolis. But while it’s 
been there for decades, many peo-
ple have no idea what goes on in-
side. What’s happening within the 
dome is an outreach and education-
al program giving Minneapolis kids 
a chance to learn tennis and much 
more. Much of the programing is fi-
nanced through donations. 

Inner City Tennis began in 1952, as 
a Minneapolis Parks program. Today 
you can find it in 21 city parks, two 
sports domes and 11 full-size tennis 
courts where kids (and adults) can 
find lessons, leagues, open play and 
tournaments. “Our focus is outreach 
into the community,” said Executive 
Director John Wheaton. “We go to 
schools and deliver tennis and edu-
cational programing to youth.”

When the pandemic began, the 

tennis program was forced to shut 
down from last March to mid-June 
and again in the fall. “But we were 
able to teach tennis to kids, free 
of charge, in various places in the 
community,” he said. “Some parents 
found having kids at home was a 
challenge. So, we organized learn-
ing pods for classroom work at the 
sports center in North Minneapo-
lis, some in classrooms and some 
in open spaces, matching four kids 
with a mentor overseeing their stud-
ies both on and off the tennis court.

“The kids would come to our place 
at 8:40 in the morning and they’d get 
picked up at 4 in the afternoon. They 
would have access to online school 
programs, which they may not have 
had available at home.”

Before Covid, the program had 
6,000 members. It’s down to 1,000 
now, but more kids join the sum-
mer program every day. It’s certain, 
Wheaton said, that the program will 
be back at that level soon. 

Students, from beginners to ex-
pert players, can take tennis les-
sons. Coaches are certified and can 
help the kids get introduced to the 
tennis court. There are also group 
tennis lesson for adults who want to 
learn tennis fundamentals. And, for 
kids in need, there are scholarships 
available. 
Inner City Tennis 
4005 Nicollet Avenue South
(And other locations) 

Nokomis Yoga
Just up the hill from the east 

beach at Lake Nokomis is Nokomis 
Yoga, a small but vibrant yoga stu-
dio. The studio was founded by yoga 
instructor Solveig Corbin, an experi-
enced Svaroopa yoga teacher.

Covid shut down classes at the 

busy studio in March 2020. Corbin 
moved the classes to Zoom, with 
mixed success. She found that some 
people spent hours on Zoom for 
work and didn’t want to Zoom any-
more. Others couldn’t understand 
the technology. 

Some Zoom students found they 
didn’t have needed accessories 
such as yoga blankets, bolsters and 
blocks. Corbin showed students how 
to use folding chairs and pillows in-
stead. “It’s been a challenge,” she 
said. “But it’s good for people to get 

access to yoga at home, especially 
during the pandemic. I was able to 
have my yoga therapy classes, one 
on one, online, helping people deal 
with the pain and stress in their bod-
ies and then to release it.” 

But there were hardships. She had 
to cut back her 10-member teach-
ing staff. “And the worst thing was 
knowing I would have to rebuild 

without knowing if I could,” she said.
Corbin continued to pay rent, 

made possible because of the gen-
erosity of many, including some 
students who paid ahead for future 
classes. Neighborhood businesses 
donated money, too. “I don’t know 
who it was, but someone put an en-
velope with money in my door. It 
was so great. I felt very supported.”

Nokomis Yoga is now beginning 
to reopen. “I have been here for 12 
years and am now rebuilding,” says 
Corbin. Some classes are now mov-

ing from Zoom to the studio, includ-
ing Vinyasa Flow Yoga, Yoga Basics 
and Yoga for Seniors, all open to 
drop-in students. More classes will 
again be live and in-person, soon. 
Beginners are welcome. 
Nokomis Yoga
2722 E. 50th St.

Center for Blade Arts

Tennis player Heston Anderson, 13 years old, a student at 
Justice Page Middle School

Nokomis Yoga
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Document available in alternative formats to individuals with disabilities by contacting 651.350.3008 or 
AccessResources@saintpaul.edu. Saint Paul College is an Equal Opportunity employer and educator.Saint Paul College,

A member of Minnesota State

Return to our campus this fall, as we plan a semester with significantly more in-person 
learning. A Saint Paul College education will cost you less and give you more. Our tuition 
is among the lowest anywhere, and many financial assistance options make it even more 
affordable. With over 100 degree, diploma, and certificate programs, Saint Paul College 
has something for everyone. Act now to ensure the best course selection and financial 
aid opportunities!

Register Now! saintpaul.edu/fallstart

fall semester starts August 23

YES!
We’re back this fall.



BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

Where I get information about 
restaurants

In case you wonder where I 
get information about restau-
rants, either to pass on news of 
the restaurant world here or to 
decide what to review next, I 
mostly get it from the same place 
I get a lot of my information – 
internet-based media. Not social 
media, but either online outlets 
of magazines and journals, or 
wholly online publications. One 
of the most important current-
ly is The Eater. They have city 
or regional-based sub-sections, 
and they also can send you an 
email newsletter if, like me, you 
love having a cluttered and over-
full inbox. 

Rather than using it as a 
source, I’ll just share with you a 
recent piece I read there about 
the ten essential restaurants and 
one food hub for Mexican food 
along south Minneapolis’s Lake 
Street. (Two of them are taque-
ria/cafés inside grocery stores 
and one is a food truck, so really 
only seven. twincities.eater.com/
maps/best-mexican-restau-
rants-east-lake-street-minneap-
olis) You can find this piece and 
much more about the Twin Cit-
ies restaurant scene at twinci-
ties.eater.com.

Another major source I use is 
the Minneapolis-St. Paul Busi-
ness Journal. This is a high-
priced physical weekly paper, 
and though it publishes online 
too, the online articles are only 
available to paper subscrib-
ers. Here I learn about open-
ings, closings, the careers of 
chefs, business-related things 
like unionization or impending 
bankruptcy, and general food 
news. This has been super use-
ful during the pandemic and up-
rising.  

I also get lighter, almost gos-
sipy news there, like what’s new 
at the 2021 Minnesota State Fair. 
Bison ravioli bites, for one thing. 
At least three Midtown Global 
Market vendors will have State 
Fair offerings. Hot Indian is sell-
ing a Kerala Chicken Kati Roll or 
Paneer Pakora. Andy’s Garage 
is offering a sort of vegan corn 
dog, where the “dog” is a chipo-
tle from Herbivorous Butcher, or 
a bacon cheeseburger on a sweet 
waffle. Los Ocampo will offer 
esquites, a sort of off-the-cob 
version of elotes. 

  
A few minor adjustments from 
last issue

Of three new restaurants I 
mentioned in the June issue, 
two have actually not opened 
yet even though normally reli-
able sources said they had, and 
the third – well, it’s complicated. 
The first one – Mason’s Famous 
Lobster Roll at the Mall of Amer-
ica – is listed in the Mall’s own 
directory as “Coming Soon,” not 
open, as several newspapers 
said. 

Infused Life (in the old A 

Cupcake Social space) looks 
open but actually isn’t … quite. 
I spoke to the proprietor when 
she saw me peering quizzically 
through her front window. You 
would think I was peeping at her 
house instead of just legitimate-
ly trying to figure out what’s 
going on with a public eatery. 
Anyway, she said they would be 
“open soon.” Which is what the 
sign at the old Midtown Global 
Market said several months ago. 
I don’t know what to tell you. 
Their products were great, so I 
hope they manage to open. Soon. 
Actually. 

The last one is kind of up and 
down. It’s A Dripping Root, a 
shop selling all raw and vegan 
juices and smoothies. I drove 
past their opening on the an-
nounced opening day of May 29, 
and there was a massive line. 
So they definitely were open on 
time and with a great response. 
A few weeks later there was a 
news item that someone had 
vandalized the business and it 
was temporarily closed. And just 
this past weekend, there was a 
news item that it had reopened 
and after a short while was van-
dalized a second time. This is 
disturbing. I will try to keep on 
top of it. 

Tiny Diner may be changing 
There is a move afoot to cre-

ate a community-owned (and 
hopefully also worker-owned) 
co-op for Tiny Diner’s future. 
This writer has been in com-
munication with Kim Bart-
mann and also Ixchel Mc-
Kinnie, who does Enterprise 
Development for Social Impact 
Strategies Group (SISG) and is 
now heading up the Bartmann 
Group’s project to explore and 
hopefully activate a conversion 
of the business to a cooperative. 

McKinnie gave me some back-
ground on the project and how 
it came about. Bartmann is not 
at,  but is approaching, an age 
where she may want to step out 
of the role of restaurant owner. 
She contacted the CEO of SISG, 
Elaine Rasmussen, who is also 
a board member of the Nexus 
Group. The Nexus Group has a 
mission of helping communities 
of color and other disadvantaged 
communities build community 
wealth and stable environments. 
One path to that goal which they 
promote is community cooper-
atives and worker ownership. 
SISG has a closely aligned mis-
sion. That was how McKinnie 
came to manage the project. 

The project is still in an ear-
ly stage. If you want to be part 
of the early process to build 
this, you can get on the mail-
ing list by visiting  socialim-
pactnow-2570242.hs-sites.com/
tiny-diner-cooperative-inter-
est and signing up there. Mc-
Kinnie has been working three 
months on the project, which 
has had two community meet-
ings, one virtual and one in 
person. They will continue to 

offer information sessions and 
start to build the steering com-
munity, the group which will 
do the work to determine the 
feasibility of forming a coop-
erative, create a business plan, 
and make recommendations 
for the cooperative structure.

McKinnie told me: “Kim thinks 
Tiny Diner is the perfect restau-
rant to convert to a co-op. Locat-
ed just a few blocks from George 
Floyd Square, I can’t think of a 
better place to be in the hands of 
the community, as a black wom-
an.  Located close to four neigh-
borhoods (Powderhorn, Central, 
Bancroft and Bryant), we hope 
that membership reflects the 
rich diversity of those communi-
ties.  Ultimately those who show 
up and want to participate will 
define the community.”  

The exact timeline is still to 
be planned, but typically it takes 
about 18 months or more to es-
tablish a cooperative. McKinnie 
hopes that the plan will include 
the property as well as the busi-
ness, will also be highly inclu-
sive of and attractive to BIPOC 
and LGBT+ communities, and 
will have a part-ownership role 
for workers. 

Other things to look forward to
-  The Minnesota State Fair.
- Still looking forward to The 

Sioux Chef’s restaurant in the 
new riverside park near St. An-
thony Falls.

- Trying to decide which of 
several fabulous-sounding new 
(to me) restaurants to visit in 

person and review in August.
- Summer has hardly started 

and I’m already looking forward 
to fall! 

Actual sitting-in-a-restaurant-
dining mini-review – Masu 
Sushi & Robata (Mall of Amer-
ica) 

I went to the Mall and all I had 
was some sushi. Actually, I had 
some sushi (sake, which is salm-
on, not rice wine) and also a real 
seaweed salad and a side called 
burokkori, which is charred 
broccoli with togarishi glaze. I 
also had a non-alcoholic cocktail 
called Singing Mountain, made 
of green tea and rhubarb syrup. 
The only slight disappointment 
was the burokkori. I love broc-
coli, so this is hard to completely 
mess up, but it was both under-
cooked and under-seasoned in 
my opinion. And I am someone 
who usually considers vegeta-
bles overcooked and over-sea-
soned. 

Take-out review – Curry in a 
Hurry via Bite Squad 

I used Bite Squad to order a 
very basic meal from Curry in a 
Hurry. I got a mango lassi, which 
was large and perfect. I got a ba-
sic lunch bowl of vegetable cur-
ry. It was a little overcooked, I 
think, and a high rice-to-curry 
ratio. I initially ordered a pako-
ra as the free side, then changed 
my mind and changed it to a 
plain naan (before I hit “Place 
Order”). But even though the re-
ceipt and the bag said “naan,” I 

got a pakora. Maybe it was Bite 
Squad’s software’s fault. Who 
knows? It was still good (the pa-
kora, that is). I also got a single 
lentil samosa, which was only 
$3. I am still eating leftover cur-
ry two days later, so I have to 
say, Curry in a Hurry gets 10 out 
of 10 for “value for money.” And 
a 10 for the lassi, and an 8.5 for 
the curry, so it averages out to 
a 9. 
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The Dish – a takeaway, a trip to the mall, 
and a vision of the future

Masu Sushi & Robata at the 
Mall of America

Owner Ruhel Islam and a 
friend relaxing on the patio 
of Curry in a Hurry

shape the culture. 
Thumpers’ identities are 

not secret.  These are the al-
pha males with chests full of 
medals, elaborate chronicles 
of complaints of racism or 
other abuses and real leaders 
within the ranks.  Actual-
ly, they are sometimes not 
even males these days, given 
the successful revolution of 
women in policing.  Black 
recruitment has not been as 
big a hit—mostly due to the 
Black leadership’s labeling of 
the police as the enemy.  Who 
wants to join those ranks?  
All, however, are blue. 

Reform means fighting the 
union. 

Policing’s parlous state and 
the power of the unions has 
driven the reformers out. 

A really dramatic example 
of the paucity of wit or study 
in policing occurred in 1973.  
A crime earthquake occurred 
that was neither noted nor 
discussed—Roe v. Wade.  It 
would deliver history’s big-
gest crime/peace dividend 
ever—17 years later. 

Avoided as racist or irrel-
evant, it received no notice—
criminologically. 

The equation is simple—im-
poverished and uneducated 
teenage Black and Hispanic 
girls get pregnant and deliver 
babies who, born into hope-
less poverty and ignorance, 
inevitably turn to escape like 
drugs and alcohol, and fi-
nance their meager lives with 
crime.  Abort these boys and 
street crime plummets. 

This is a view that no one 
dares express.  There was 
never a shortage of police 
chiefs claiming credit for the 
sharp reductions in crime, 
but any reference to Roe v. 
Wade was toxic and avoided. 

Those are the kinds of 
findings rigorous scholarship 
brings to the table.  They also 
taught me how hopelessly 
irrelevant the cops were to 
crime’s causes and levels. 

A prophet is not without 
honor—save in his (her?) own 
country. 

And our prophets? 
Exile. 
America’s foremost crimi-

nologist and police reformer 
is a 71-year-old guy named 
Lawrence W. Sherman. 

Internationally famous.  
The genius behind endless ex-
periments, reforms and vital 
ideas.  Women batterers are 

arrested because of his work.  
Countries all over the world 
seek his help.  He is at the top 
of his game. 

So, where is he and why is 
this news to you (but not to 
America’s criminologists)? 

He runs the Criminal Jus-
tice Program at Cambridge 
University in England. 

Larry personifies America’s 
real interest in police innova-
tions, reforms and progress—
zilch. 

New York City is current-
ly in a heated mayoral race.  
Smart people involved.  Not 
one even knows who Sher-
man is, or would use him 
if they could.  He should be 
their choice for Police Com-
missioner. 

This guy is the living em-
bodiment of all that is wrong 
with American policing—a 
positive aversion to the heavy 
lift reform requires. 

The answers are out there, 
only no one is asking or lis-
tening. 

In the meantime, the Dance 
of Death plays on.  And is 
there anyone with a soul so 
dead that never to themselves 
have said, “This is my own, 
my native land.”

Bouza, from page 1
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A supernumerary encomium–[What?]
A review of Tony Bouza’s autobiography
BY ELAINE KLAASSEN

Former Minneapolis Chief 
of Police Tony Bouza at 92 has 
written “Confessions of a Po-
lice Misfit,” a short autobiog-
raphy that covers a long life 
filled with remarkable experi-
ences and observations. Along 
the way, he has much to say 
about history, current affairs, 
his peers, anyone else on the 
scene, and the arts. He is a 
chronic chronicler, that is, a 
recorder of events, and brings 
his considerable wit (and wits) 
to bear. He has investigated 
and recorded major historic 
cases such as the one involving 
a missing Spanish spy and the 
brutal dictator Rafael Trujillo. 

From his childhood on the 
Atlantic coast of northwest 
Spain (the dictator Francisco 
Franco’s homeland), to his ad-
olescence as a poverty-stricken 
immigrant in New York City, 
to his assignment to BOSSI 
(Bureau of Special Services 
and Investigations, NYPD’S 
surveillance division at that 
time) to his immersion in the 
Federal Executive Institute 
(an intensive transactional 
analysis, self-awareness sem-
inar), to his run for governor 
of the state of Minnesota, he 
keeps asking, “Who am I?” and 
“What am I supposed to be do-
ing with myself?” He describes 
a surprising push and pull be-
tween his absolute self-confi-
dence in his instinctual ideas 
and his absolute self-doubt 
about his place in the world. 
(The one thing he has no un-
settled questions about is his 
family. He writes about their 
unity and his unfluctuating, 
steady dedication to them.) 
The story is very intimate and 
personal, while at the same 
time encompassing vast and 
unsentimental concerns about 
the world. He has no illusions 
about human nature.

This book has come out at a 
time that couldn’t be more op-
portune. U.S. policing is under 
attack, and our whole notion of 
what we as citizens need from 
our police force is under con-
struction. As an intellectual, 
a culture vulture, who weighs 

questions of criminality and il-
legality in the light of morality, 
the common good, aesthetics 
and history, Bouza presents a 
picture in which good polic-
ing is more interested in the 
spirit of the law than the let-
ter of it. He’s a liberal arts cop. 
In the book, he cites someone 
who didn’t approve of his “so-
ciological approach” to police 
work. He wrote in the book 
that he loves cops, but criti-
cally. There are many changes 
he sees as necessary, the main 
one being an end to racism in 
departments across the coun-
try. Change, across the board, 
he says, comes out of growth 
in the inner life.

For all of his spiritual, psy-
chological and intellectual wis-
dom (and maybe because of it), 
many decisions he made over 
the years seemed impressively 
practical. For example, in the 
Bronx he initiated tree-plant-
ing and river cleanup. As an-
other example, in Minneapolis, 
random traffic stops described 
as “driving while Black” end-
ed when he required officers 
to write reports citing “prob-
able cause” and “articulable 
grounds” for every traffic stop. 

You’d think someone who 
had spent his entire career 
within police departments 
would be more interested in 
criminality. While the book 
does delve into crime-stop-
ping, there wasn’t as much 
about the street as I expected. 
More than criminals, Bouza 
writes about the interior intri-
cacies of police departments 
and the political operation of 
city government, showcas-
ing the heights and depths of 
those characters peopling the 
bureaucracies. Human foibles 

are mordantly exposed in the 
story of the African violets. 
Read the book to find the Afri-
can violets. It takes the cake. I 
laughed so hard I almost cried 
(I’m still laughing).

There are many laugh-aloud 
moments in the book. Bouza is 
adept at wrapping it up, what-
ever it is, in a single sentence. 
There are some real “zingers” 
that interpret what just hap-
pened. Not all of them are 
original to him, but they are 
perfect for the moment, such 
as, “If you see the light at the 
end of the tunnel, it’s an on-
coming train.”

The book is erudite but not 
academic; there’s no index. In 
a way I wish there were, just 
to be able to find references to 
people Bouza coincided with: 
Prince Philip, Khrushchev, 
Lyndon Johnson, Fidel Castro, 
JFK, Sukarno, John Glenn, Bob 
Hope, Rudy Perpich, Mayor 
Fraser …

If you’ve been dazzled for 
years, as I have, by the col-
umns Bouza writes for South-
side Pride, you will know he 
has created his own distinctive 
writing style, which is headsy, 
sometimes too succinct and 
therefore cryptic, as well as 
full of million-dollar words. 
(He’s a bit sesquipedalian– 
speaking of which.) The read-
er might have to look up some 
words as well as some unfa-
miliar historical or literary 
characters.

There is a cast of thousands, 
from people you’ve never 
heard of to the rich and fa-
mous, plus the cultural/histor-
ical references, such as Tomas 
de Torquemada, Oliver Twist, 
Machiavelli, Marlene Dietrich 
in “Blue Angel,” Beethoven’s 

The young Tony Bouza doing security for Fidel Castro in New 
York City

Ninth Symphony … It’s a lot, 
and kind of makes your head 
swim and spin. Another cause 
of head spinning, at times, is 
the hairpin-curve chronology 
of the story. However, I was 
willing to ride along to enjoy 
the booming strength of his 
most unique and honest voice. 
I would never accuse Bouza 
of tergiversation. He would 
always give you a straight-
forward, honest answer even 
though you might not know 
exactly what he means.

Bouza censures the actions 
of many, he makes fun of many, 
but he also criticizes his own 
actions and is gifted at laugh-
ing at himself – especially the 
nine “boring, soporific” books 
he has written. I wonder how 
boring they really are.

Bouza’s interest in culture, 

especially film, and his over-
arching view of policing led 
him to participate in various 
films, mostly after retirement. 
The latest is a six-part Netflix 
series called “Who Killed Mal-
colm X?” in which interviews 
with Bouza find him denounc-
ing the botched investigation 
of Malcolm X’s assassination. 
A CNN headline from Febru-
ary 2020 reads: “The assassi-
nation of Malcolm X is being 
reinvestigated after questions 
raised in a Netflix series.”

“Confessions of a Police Mis-
fit” is not available in book-
stores. Bouza’s son, Dominick, 
has a bundle of them. He’ll sell 
you one for $10. Call him at 
(612) 297-0767. 

Let’s keep working together to make  
sure our city works better for everyone.

WITH ALL OF US. FOR ALL OF US.

GREEN PARTY • SIERRA CLUB • LABOR ENDORSED
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camgordon.org.
Contact Cam at 
612 296-0579 or 
cam@camgordon.org.

Prepared and paid for by Neighbors for Cam Gordon
Ruth Hvidston Treasurer 2744 41st Ave. So Mpls. MN 55406 

•  Decent, Dignified Housing for Everyone
•  Safe, Healthy Communities
•  A Fair, Resilient Economy  
•  A Green New Deal for MinneapolisWE BUILD 

PRIDE 
ON THE 

SOUTH SIDE!!

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)
(Coupon good thru August 15, 2019)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)
(Coupon good thru August 15, 2019)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)
(Coupon good thru August 15, 2019)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)
(Coupon good thru August 15, 2019)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)
(Coupon good thru August 15, 2019)(Coupon good thru August 15, 2020)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)
(Coupon good thru August 15, 2019)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)
(Coupon good thru August 15, 2019)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)
(Coupon good thru August 15, 2019)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)
(Coupon good thru August 15, 2019)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, Mn 55406 
Check Facebook for 
current hours and events!
Operated by: 
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc. 
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of 
One of Our Delicious 

Ice Cream Treats!
(Coupon good thru July 4, 2018)
(Coupon good thru August 15, 2019)(Coupon good thru August 15, 2020)

GOOD THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2021



2021 Plymouth Summer Music Series
The Steele Sisters, with Sanford 
Moore, piano,
Tuesday, July 20, 7 p.m.
(Rain date: July 21)
Plymouth Congregational Church
1900 Nicollet Ave., Mpls.
The final concert in the 2021 
Plymouth Summer Music Series! On 
Tuesday, July 20, Jearlyn and Jevetta 
Steele, vocalists extraordinaire, will 
perform with pianist Sanford Moore. 
The program is 75 minutes, 7 p.m. 
to 8:15 p.m.  This is an outdoor 
event, with a July 21 rain date. Free 
of charge with a freewill offering 
collected. https://www.plymouth.
org/event/july-summer-music-se-
ries-2021-07-07/

Pastors for Peace Caravan to Cuba 
Presentation
Sunday, July 25, 3 p.m.
Walker Community Church
3104 16th Ave. S., Mpls.
Minnesota Cuba Committee will host 
a presentation and fundraiser for 
the 31st Annual Pastors for Peace 
Caravan to Cuba at Walker Communi-
ty Church. Presenters include Thalya 
Reyes, participant in 2019 Cuba 
Caravan; Leni Villagomez Reeves, ac-
tivist with Pastors for Peace Caravan 
and retired pediatrician; and Samira 
Mifatou Addrey, 2020 graduate of the 
Latin American School of Medicine 
from Ghana and IFCO/Pastors for 
Peace ELAM Scholarship Program 
Coordinator.
Refreshments will be served, and 
donations will be accepted to help 
IFCO’s mission of sending low income 
BIPOC medical students to Cuba’s Lat-
in American Medical School in order 
to receive training to become medical 
doctors in low-income communities in 
the U.S. The Interreligious Foundation 
for Community Organization (IFCO) 
has been working since 1991 on a 
variety of projects to bring about rec-
onciliation and normalized relations 
between the United States and Cuba 
and to challenge the immoral U.S. 
economic blockade of Cuba.
The event is free and open to the 
public. For more information, contact 
(612) 367-6134 or MNCuba@gmail.
com.

Community BBQ and Bake Sale
Saturday, July 31, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Living Spirit UMC
4501 Bloomington Ave., Mpls.
It’s back! Join us for Living Spirit’s an-
nual community BBQ and bake sale. 
We sell ribs, baked beans, coleslaw, 
and garlic toast to enjoy here or take 
home. It’s in the alley behind the 
church (off 45th between Blooming-

ton Ave. and 16th Ave.). New this 
year – preorders (not required) at 
livingspiritumc.org/bbq.

Worship at the Falls
Sunday, Aug. 1, 10:30 a.m.
Minnehaha Falls Park Bandshell
4801 Minnehaha Ave., Mpls.
Sponsored by Minnehaha UMC
Our annual ecumenical worship ser-
vice at the bandshell at Minnehaha 
Falls is back on for this year! Join us 
at 10:30 a.m. (it will also be live-
streamed). Rev. Sara Spohr, the new 
pastor at Lake Nokomis Lutheran, 
will be preaching, and members from 
Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and Bread of Life Deaf Lutheran 
Church will also be joining us. If you 
want to hang around to greet old 
friends and make new ones, bring a 
lunch and eat with others at the pic-
nic tables behind the bandshell when 
the worship service is over.

A “Warm” Welcome for New 
Refugee Arrivals
MCC Refugee Services is busy 
building up capacity as we prepare 
to welcome what may be our largest 
number of arrivals in the coming year. 
To help meet the needs of families 
arriving this summer, we are in need 
of new, standard-sized bed pillows, 
sheet sets – particularly twin size – 
but also full and queen, electric alarm 
clocks, laundry detergent. These 
items can be dropped off in person or 
ordered online and shipped directly 
to our office. For more information, 
please contact Kathryn at rsvolun-
teers@mnchurches.org.

4th Annual Challenging 
Islamophobia Conference
Tuesday, Oct. 12, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Online
Save the date! The Council on Ameri-
can-Islamic Relations (CAIR) Minneso-
ta has announced that the 4th Annual 
Challenging Islamophobia Conference 
will take place virtually on Tuesday, 
October 12, 2021, from 8.30 a.m. to 
4 p.m.. If you purchased tickets for 
the 2020 event, they can be used to 
participate in this year’s rescheduled 
conference. To share your thoughts 
about the upcoming conference, 
including topic ideas, please complete 
their survey form at https://docs.
google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd6-
8D_K25oDE2_Ogs9WtiBKsSA-We_
01061JGeIj7gEDgl7w/viewform.

Minneapolis Friends Meeting 
(Quaker)
4401 York Ave. S., Mpls.
Minneapolis Friends Meeting is look-
ing forward to summer, and continu-
ing to join in silent worship together, 
via Zoom. Worship services are Sun-
days, 10 a.m. Other Meeting activities 
will resume in the Fall. Office email: 

office@minneapolisfriends.org.
www.minneapolisfriends.org

Bahá’i Center of Minneapolis
3644 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Devotions at the Bahá’i Center and 
via Zoom, Sundays at 10 a.m., and 
Tuesdays via Zoom at 6:30 p.m. 
Please visit the Bahá’i community 
of Minneapolis website at www.
minneapolisbahai.org/. Here you will 
find information about upcoming and 
past Holy Day celebrations, as well as 
news, announcements and informa-
tion.

Calvary Lutheran Church
3901 Chicago Ave. S., Mpls.
Sunday Worship at 10 a.m. See our 
website at www.clchurch.org for 
more information.

Catholic Church of 
St. Albert the Great
E. 29th St. & 32nd Ave. S., Mpls.
In-person Masses with limited seating 
on Saturdays at 5 p.m. and Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. and noon. Front door entry 
preferred. Weekday Masses M, T, TH, 
F at 8:15 a.m. in the Chapel, east door 
and elevator entry. Please see our 
website at www.saintalbertthegreat.
org/ for more details. Sunday 9:30 
a.m. Mass also streamed on our Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/
StAlbertTheGreatMpls/.

Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church
3430 E. 51st St., Mpls.
www.faithlutheranmpls.org
Sunday Worship (with safety mea-
sures in place) at 9 a.m. We will 
continue to post videos online for 
Sunday morning for those who can’t 
join us yet on YouTube and Facebook 
www.facebook.com/felcmpls/. Bible 
classes on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. and 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. NA groups 
Wednesdays 7:30 p.m.

First Free Church
5150 Chicago Ave. S., Mpls.
Sunday services at 10 a.m.  (in person 
and online).
Visit our website at www.first-
freechurch.org for more information.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, LCMS
1720 E. Minnehaha Pkwy., Mpls.
Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
Worship recordings available online at 
www.holycrossmpls.org.

Living Spirit United
Methodist Church
4501 Bloomington Ave., Mpls.
Worship In-Person or Online at 
10:30 a.m. Sundays
Online: livingspiritumc.org/live.

Messiah Lutheran Church
2400 Park Ave., Mpls.
9 a.m. in-person service 1st and 3rd 

Sundays
11 a.m. in-person service every 
Sunday
www.messiahlutheranmpls.org

Mindekirken (the Norwegian 
Lutheran Memorial Church)
924 E. 21st St., Mpls.
Beginning Sunday, June 20, we will be 
offering an in-person worship service 
each Sunday at 11 a.m. This will ini-
tially be one bilingual service for the 
first summer months. All attendees 
will be asked to keep their masks 
on for the time they are inside the 
building. This is offered in addition to 
the two regular online worship ser-
vices for now. Find updates on www.
mindekirken.org.

Minnehaha Communion Lutheran 
Church
4101 37th Ave. S., Mpls.
https://minnehahacommunion.org/.
Sunday Worship at 9:45 a.m.
Go to church website for live and 
online info.

Minnehaha United Methodist Church
3701 E. 50th St., Mpls.
Outdoor worship Sundays at 10 a.m. 
in the Minnehaha Side Lawn. Bring 
a chair (we have chairs if you don’t 
have one). You can also worship with 
us online, we’ll be livestreaming the 
service and you can find it live at 10, 
or any time after. If it’s raining, we 
will be moving the worship service to 
the sanctuary, where you won’t need 
your chair, but will need a mask. Visit 
our website at www.minnehaha.org/ 
for more information.

New Creation Baptist Church
1414 E. 48th St., Mpls.
Sunday Worship in person at 
10:45 a.m. and also on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/NewCreation-
BaptistChurch/
https://newcreationbaptistchurchmn.
org/

Nokomis Heights Lutheran Church
5300 10th Ave. S., Mpls.
Join us each Sunday at 10 a.m. for 
worship (online and in-person)!
Outdoor, in-person worship on the 
church lawn this summer on the 
1st, 3rd & 4th Sundays of the month 
(weather permitting).
Outdoor, in-person worship at Pearl 
Park on the 2nd Sunday of each 
month.
Online worship continues every 
Sunday. Find us on Facebook and 
YouTube!
www.nokomisheights.org or www.
facebook.com/NokomisHeights/.

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Community
4537 3rd Ave. S., Mpls.
We’re Open –
Saturday, 5 p.m. in the Church
Sunday, 7:45 a.m. in the Church,
9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the gym
Video available on our website at 
www.saintjoanofarc.org/ or Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/StJoan-
Mpls/.

Trinity Lutheran Congregation
Augsburg College, Hoversten Chapel
Riverside & 22nd Aves., Mpls.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
www.trinitylutherancongregation.org

Walker Community
United Methodist Church
3104 16th Ave. S., Mpls.
Walker Church has begun the 
reopening process using a phased 
approach. Visit our website at www.
walkerchurch.org/ or Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/walkerumc/ 
for more information.

Bethany Lutheran Church
2511 E. Franklin Ave., Mpls.
612-332-2397
Soup for You! UPDATE: We are still 
spreading the love! The Soup for You! 
Café will be closed to normal dining, 
but we plan to distribute bag lunches 
at the regular entrance to the Café, 
to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 
www.bethanyinseward.org/

Minnehaha United Methodist
Church
3701 E. 50th St., Mpls.
612-721-6231
Yes, the food shelf is still open! In 
order to fight food insecurity in our 
neighborhood, the Minnehaha Food 
Shelf is open on Tuesdays from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. We have moved our 
operations outdoors, meter the 
flow of clients to help ensure social 
distancing, periodically clean our sur-
faces, and wear face masks. Should 
we have foul weather, we plan to 
move the distribution indoors, though 
still meter clients and encourage 
distancing. www.facebook.com/Min-
nehahaFoodShelf/

New Creation Baptist Church
1414 E. 48th St., Mpls.
612-825-6933
We’re still here to serve you on the 
first through fourth Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. or until we run out 
of bags. Be safe and God bless! www.
facebook.com/NCBCfoodshelf/
Food Shelf
Saturdays (except 5th Saturdays)
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(Brown door on the corner of 48th St. 
and 15th Ave.)

Greater Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church and Friendship
Community Service 
2600 E. 38th St., Mpls.
Food Hub
Free food, hygiene products,
and some household goods.
Tuesday and Thursday,
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
2nd and 4th Saturdays,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Please bring ID and wear a mask.
Social distancing guidelines are in 
place.

Calvary Lutheran Church
3901 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
612-827-2504, ext. 205
The Calvary Emergency Food Shelf 
is available for area residents on 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon. We 
will hand out pre-packaged bags of 
food with a Walk-Up table on 39th St. 
and Drive-Thru model at the parking 
lot entrance. Please stay in your 
car, and we’ll bring the food to you! 
Volunteers will be available outside 
to help you. There are eligibility 
requirements. On our website, www.
clchurch.org, click on the “Food 
Shelf” link in the “Outreach” tab, or 
call the food shelf office at 612-827-
2504, ext. 205.

Groveland Emergency Food Shelf
1900 Nicollet Ave., Mpls.
Plymouth Congregational Church
612-871-0277
Monday – Friday
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Entrance on Groveland Ave. between 
Nicollet and Lasalle. http://groveland-
foodshelf.org/

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
ST. ALBERT THE GREAT
E. 29th St. & 32nd Ave. S.
612-724-3643
www.saintalbertthegreat.org
Weekend Masses with limited 
seating
Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 9:30 am (also livestreamed 
on Facebook)
Sunday 12 noon
Front door entry preferred
Weekday Masses M, T, TH, F at
8:15 am in the Chapel, east door 
and elevator entry

MINNEHAHA COMMUNION
LUTHERAN CHURCH
4101 37th Ave. S., 612-722-9527
https://minnehahacommunion.
org/ 
Interim Pastor Lee Hallstrom
9:45 am Sunday Worship
Go to church website for live and 
online info

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CONGREGATION
Augsburg College, Hoversten 
Chapel
Riverside & 22nd Aves.

612-333-2561
www.trinitylutherancongregation.
org
Sunday Worship 10 am
Pastors: Jane Buckley-Farlee & 
Alem Asmelash
Office: 2001 Riverside Ave. 
Reconciling in Christ
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Civil disobedience and civil 
disorder 
BY ED FELIEN 

On Sunday, June 27, Andrea 
Jenkins, the Black trans Min-
neapolis City Council Member, 
had her car surrounded by about 
a dozen protesters as she was 
trying to leave a Pride event in 
Loring Park.  The ward she rep-
resents includes three 
of the four corners of 
George Floyd Square at 
38th and Chicago.  The 
protesters wanted her 
to sign and agree to 
their demand to “leave 
George Floyd Square 
alone!”  After being 
held hostage for almost 
90 minutes, Jenkins 
signed the demand and 
the protesters said she 
was free to leave. 

The action by the 
protesters was almost 
universally condemned 
by the media.

 Donald Hooker Jr. 
was probably the loudest of the 
protesters and he wrote on his 
Facebook page: 

“Andrea Jenkins is nothing but 
a playground bully. She starts 
off by bullying me and when I 
stand up for myself she tells the 
teacher I’m the bully. She is the 
first one that blew up in my face 
while we were having a civil 
discussion. And when someone 
jumped in between us she went 
around them to jump in my face 
again. So she could scream that 
on the literal day of Pride how 
she was going to call the cops on 
me if we had a peaceful protest 
at her house cause of her lack of 
action in the last year. The irony 
that a Black Trans woman said 

she would call the cops on a gay 
Black man on the day that Black 
Trans Woman fought the cops is 
mind-blowing to me. While she 
knows that she has done noth-
ing in the last year but give them 
more money. Which has resulted 
in the death of Dolal Idd, Daunte 
Wright, Winston Smith. 

“Now she is saying she was 
traumatized for 90 minutes.” 

Jenkins wrote to her constit-
uents:

“Last Sunday afternoon while 
attending a Pride event in Lor-
ing Park, something I’ve done on 
the last weekend in June for the 
past 20-plus years, I was ver-
bally attacked, berated and held 
against my will by a group of an-
gry protesters.

“I am a public servant. I rep-
resent 31,000 people that live 
in Ward 8. We need answers 
related to the deaths of Dolal 
Idd, Daunte Wright and Winston 
Smith. I have always believed 
in open dialogue where people 
can talk and be respectful of 

differences. I refuse, however, 
to be bullied and held hostage 
to somehow accomplish that. 
Every citizen of this City has 
a right to bring forward their 
concerns, but no citizen has the 
right to detain and coerce any-
one to do anything, including 
elected officials.”

George Floyd Square 
is now open.  The Fist 
remains in the center of 
the intersection.  Traf-
fic has to slow down to 
go around it—a respect-
ful genuflection.  

Progressive activists 
are frustrated with An-
drea Jenkins and Coun-
cil President Lisa Bend-
er and Mayor Jacob 
Frey and Chief of Police 
Arradondo.  They talk, 
talk, talk about racism 
and police brutality, yet 
they won’t hold Lucas 
Peterson responsible 
for the murder of Ter-

rance Franklin, even though the 
city paid out over a million dol-
lars in the settlement to Frank-
lin’s heirs rather than refute the 
plaintiff’s argument that Peter-
son murdered Franklin in cold 
blood.  They won’t hold Officers 
Schwarze and Ringgenberg ac-
countable for obvious breaches 
of protocol in their killing of Ja-
mar Clark.  They won’t hold pub-
lic hearings to establish whether 
it was necessary to shoot Thur-

man Blevins in the back because 
he was acting drunk and disor-
derly.  They won’t hold hearings 
to establish correct protocol for 
dealing with depressed people 
threatening suicide, so their si-
lence becomes assent to the kill-
ing of Travis Jordan by the Min-
neapolis police.

Instead of actually dealing 
with these instances of the MPD 
killing young Black men, Andrea 
Jenkins and the rest of them talk, 
talk, talk about how serious the 
problem is.  Jenkins concludes 
her letter to constituents:

“I am proud of our work at 
the City and in leading the Stra-
tegic Racial Equity Action Plan, 
declaring racism a public health 
crisis and spearheading the for-
mation of a Truth and Reconcili-
ation workgroup which present-
ed its recommendations for a 
full on Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission to the City Coun-
cil this past week. Through this 
work, we will redress the orig-
inal, undeniable harms against 
American Indians and Black/Af-
rican descendants who still bear 
the impacts of genocide, theft of 
land, labor, culture and person-
hood which props up the founda-
tion of this country. I am proud 
that we adopted Juneteenth as a 
holiday this year at the City of 
Minneapolis, in recognition of 
enslaved Black/African descen-
dants who were denied their 
freedom some two years after 

the presidential issuance of the 
Emancipation Proclamation had 
declared them free. I recognize 
this is not enough. I remain 
steadfast in my commitment to 
justice and racial equity and will 
continue to sit down with activ-
ists, advocates and protesters 
to understand and work toward 
shared policy change demands 
and recommendations.”

Rather than set up commis-
sions to talk this problem to 
death, maybe it would be more 
useful and more productive for 
Jenkins to hold hearings on the 
actual killings of young Black 
men by the MPD and begin to 
hold those particular MPD offi-
cers accountable.

Andrea Jenkins. Photo from Donald Hooker 
Jr.’s Facebook page

Donald Hooker Jr.
Photo from Donald Hooker 
Jr.’s Facebook page
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We carry a stunning variety of 
handmade frames from around the 
world. Our experienced opticians 

know what will look good with your 
prescription and facial features.
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BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

When you live in south Minneap-
olis, your only knowledge (if any) 
of Highland Park in St. Paul may be 
Ford Parkway and its mostly upscale 
businesses. That’s because Ford Park-
way is accessed via the bridge over 
the Mississippi River which is at East 
46th Street on the Minneapolis side. 
But Highland Park is a huge neighbor-
hood compared to any Minneapolis 
neighborhood, and even coming from 
Minneapolis there are other ways to 

get there.  
To the south, you could cross the 

river on state Highway 5, accessing 
that from either the Crosstown (High-
way 62 eastbound) or Cedar Avenue 
and Highway 77 southbound. This 
will get you to West 7th Street in St. 
Paul, another main road with lots of 
businesses and restaurants on it. Or 
from the more northern end of south 
Minneapolis, you could cross the riv-
er on the Marshall Avenue bridge 
(Lake Street in Minneapolis) and then 
head south on one of the major cross 

streets such as Cleveland Avenue. 
So, broadly speaking, we will now 

look at the business scene north of 
Ford Parkway, south of Ford Parkway, 
and along Ford Parkway, but saving 
all the dining and drinking establish-
ments for the end. Oh, and before any 
of that, grocery stores. 

Grocery stores
On Ford Parkway itself, there 

is a Lunds & Byerlys. This was the 
first business I ever patronized in 
Highland Park, not counting Baker’s 
Square, where I only went as a guest 
and not on my own. Lunds & Byerlys 
are all a lot the same, don’t you find? 
It’s very convenient too. There is also 
a tiny Target on Ford Parkway, but it’s 
so tiny, you could probably find more 
grocery choices at the Walgreen’s 
across the street.  

South of Ford Parkway, along West 
7th Street, there are several grocery 
stores, probably more than the ones 
showing on my map. (I have explored 
West 7th but it’s easy to miss stuff 
when you’re driving.) I should men-
tion that not all of West 7th Street 
is in Highland Park, because the ad-
jacent neighborhood to the east is 

called West Seventh and includes 
about two-thirds of its length from 
the river to downtown St. Paul. 

There is a co-op, a branch of St. 
Paul’s largest one, Mississippi Market, 
on West 7th, but I think not in High-
land Park. In Highland Park on West 
7th, there is an Aldi. There is also a 
small Ethiopian market on the ground 
floor of the Sibley Manor Apartments, 
according to Google Maps. It might be 
worth it to check that out. North of 
Ford Parkway, there is a branch of the 
hyperlocal chain Oxendale’s on Ran-
dolph Avenue, and there is a Trader 

Joe’s at 484 Lexington Parkway. So, 
quality more than quantity. 

North of Ford Parkway
There are lots of interesting busi-

nesses north of the Parkway, espe-
cially along Cleveland Avenue, up 
to Randolph, which is the northern 
boundary of the neighborhood. Just 
north of the Parkway, practically on 
it, are a row of businesses that have 
all been there for many years, some 
longer than others. One is the High-
land 1 and 2 (Mann) Theatre (cine-
ma). You’ll be happy to hear that like 
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CELEBRATE SUMMER: 
CROSS OVER THE BRIDGE

Highland Park – revisiting old 
favorites, discovering new ones

Inside Storied Owl Books around opening day

Oxendale’s on Randolph, with fresh paint by Brushed 
Monkey in July 2020
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dent bookstore that actually opened in 
2020 and lived to tell about it. It has 
a great name too – Storied Owl Books. 
Can’t tell you much about it because I 
haven’t visited yet, but you bet I will 
soon. 

South of Ford Parkway 
On West 7th Street you will find the 

garden center known as the Highland 
Nursery. They are now open seven 
days a week for in-person browsing 
and shopping. Although you can’t 
use it for online shopping, they have 
an interesting website. The merch is 
divided up into broad categories like 
Flowers, Herbs, and within flowers, 
into Annuals, Wildflowers, etc. On the 
corresponding pages, you can down-
load an inventory list (without pric-
es). If you are looking for an item not 
on the list, you can “click the pencil” 
and leave them a request. Highland 
Nursery is a true family business, be-
ing currently run by the daughter of 
the original owners, along with her 
daughter and granddaughter. 

On Ford Parkway
With three or four strip malls just 

in one half-mile stretch of Ford Park-
way, there are way too many business-
es to cover them all. We’ll highlight a 
few that we like (not an exhaustive 
list of the ones we like, even).

Three establishments are among the 
public’s favorites. One of them I can-
not visit because of my death-clean-
ing project – I cannot buy cute things. 
This is the classy gift store Patina. But 
the other two I will be visiting short-
ly. One is Schuler’s Shoes, which I will 
visit because I have been wearing the 
same pair of sandals for 18 months 
now and that’s not good. The other 
is Half Price Books. Yes, I know it’s a 
chain. I am hoping to sell some stuff 
to them. They have one of the best 
buying policies – fair and clear – of 
any used goods store.  

Restaurants, etc.
As it happens, all the restaurants I 

have room for are on Cleveland Ave-
nue or very nearby. One that’s in that 
same little section as The Fixery, is 
Vina, a venerable and still excellent 
Vietnamese restaurant. There is now 
a second location of this restaurant 
in Richfield. Despite being very snug, 
they’re open for indoor dining – or 
takeaway. 

Not too far north of there is anoth-
er place that’s been in the neighbor-
hood forever, even more forever in 
fact. I just visited it for the first time 
in ages last week. This is Cecil’s Deli, 
a good old-fashioned deli/diner with 
all your favorites, including house-
made soups and breads, and Jewish 
deli standards like latkes, blintzes, 
and bagels with lox. They brew their 
own iced tea, too, always a plus in my 
book. 

The last one is one I have not 
had a chance to visit yet, as it just 
opened earlier this month. Myriel is 

on Cleveland Avenue, but not tech-
nically in Highland Park; it’s just a 
block or so north of the boundary. 
It’s named after the kindly bishop in 
Victor Hugo’s “Les Misérables,” and is 
the conception of Karyn Tomlinson, a 
wildly popular local chef. There is a 
website for reservations – myrielmn.

com – but you can’t see the menu on-
line. A recent preview piece in Mpls.
St.Paul magazine by Stephanie March 
described the food (in the chef’s own 
words) as “old peasant French meets 
New Nordic.” (They have egg coffee, if 
that’s your thing.)  
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other movie theaters, it is open more 
or less as before the pandemic. Check 
the web for shows and times. On 
Tuesdays, tickets are only $5 all day 
for everyone. 

Another is The Fixery, a nice 
old-fashioned watch repair place. It’s 
been in business for 40 years in this 
spot. The Fixery is the place to go for 
expert repair of all types of watches, 
from mechanical to quartz, providing 
on-location, in-house service, includ-
ing battery and band replacements. 
They also work on clocks and jewelry 
items, and can repair or replace bro-
ken clasps on necklaces, bracelets, 
etc.

This corner of Ford Parkway and 
Cleveland Avenue saw a lot of loot-
ing going on the last couple of nights 
of May 2020, and unfortunately The 
Fixery was one of the victims, along 
with a nearby jewelry store, R.F. 
Moeller, and a Verizon mobile shop. 
Mark Wilsey, a Fixery employee who 
has worked there for 27 years, being 
hired right out of high school when 
his father also worked there, set up 
a GoFundMe page which got amaz-
ing support from neighbors, other 
staff, and customers. This was cred-
ited with saving the business, which 
would have otherwise had to close.

Finally in this group is a relatively 
new concern, Menchie’s Frozen Yo-
gurt, which sells yogurt soft-serve as 
well as sorbet in numerous yummy 
flavors. Across Cleveland Avenue is 
Quixotic Coffee, my personal favorite 
St. Paul coffee shop. 

There is a gym-type of thing called 
Alchemy 365. This is a national chain, 
and they have a unique training reg-
imen that combines yoga, cardio, 
and weightlifting all in one session. 
They are now operating in dual mode, 
having reopened some time ago, but 
retained their on-demand virtual 
classes. You can subscribe only to the 
on-demand without being an in-per-
son member. 

Down Cleveland Avenue a bit, 
across the road from the St. Cath-
erine’s campus, you will find Sister 
Rosalind’s Massage, which is run by 
an actual nun/massage therapist. 
She says there is no contradiction 
in Christian ministry and massage 
therapy, and I heartily agree. It’s 
not just her, there is a whole staff of 
deep tissue massage, chiropractic and 
acupuncture providers, and a second 
office in Burnsville. They all acknowl-
edge a spiritual calling, however, and 
will optionally offer prayers before 
and after the treatment. 

Right on the northern edge of the 
neighborhood, there is an indepen-

Left: Chef/owner Karyn Tomlinson outside Myriel during 
renovation. Right: Inside Myriel

Inside The Fixery
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Mayday, Mayday!
BY CRAIG WOOD

“Loneliness does not come from 
having no people about one, but 
from being unable to communi-
cate the things that seem import-
ant to oneself, or from holding 
certain views which others find 
inadmissible.” 
— Carl Jung

Underground writers have 
found ways to circulate reading 
material since the 17th century. 
In the U.S., many outlets that 
openly distributed this work are 
now closed. MayDay Books, lo-
cated next to the University of 
Minnesota on the West Bank of 
Minneapolis remains open, part-
time.

For over 30 years, this store 

has helped keep the neighbor-
hood’s bohemian tradition alive 
by providing a space where 
contrarian thinkers can find 
out-of-the-mainstream books 
and periodicals. Equipped with 
tables, comfortable chairs and 
free coffee, MayDay is an unoffi-
cial headquarters for area lefties 
seeking political/literary events, 
or activists looking for a warm 
basement to hold meetings and 

make protest signs. Craig Palm-
er has volunteered at MayDay 
(in various locations – at one 
point in what was to become the 
offices of Southside Pride) for 
over 41 years and jokingly refers 
to it as “my bunker.”

Before he became interested 
in politics, Palmer worked as a 
heavy vehicle operator for two 
years in a combat engineer bat-
talion attached to the 101st Air-
borne Division west of the city 
of Hue in Vietnam. He was the 
only person in his company with 
a high school diploma and was 
called “the professor” by the 
company clerk.

Palmer’s job was to build and 
maintain roads that connect-
ed fire bases. He saw a lot of 
soldiers wearing helmets with 

“When I die, 
bury me face 
down so the 
world can kiss 
my ass” writ-
ten on them. 
He spent sleep-
less nights in 
underground 
bunkers, com-
menting, “the 
enemy owned 
the night.” Days 
weren’t any 
better: there 
were snakes, 
bugs and lousy 
weather along 

with the dangers of loading and 
unloading heavy equipment or 
feeling the ground shake during 
bombing campaigns. Beer and 
marijuana seemed to soothe his 
nerves, but it was the camarade-
rie he shared with his buddies 
that pulled him through.

Palmer was discharged and 
returned to St. Paul in 1970. 
Making the switch back to ci-
vilian life was difficult. He was 

emotionally mangled from war 
and things were not good at 
home. Although he now believed 
the Vietnam War was wrong, 
he was drinking heavily, and it 
wasn’t long before his parents 
told his siblings to stay away 
from him. Feeling alienated and, 
at times, suicidal, he sought so-
lace with other vets or work-
aday guys who were into cars 
and bought cheap beer by the 
case. He stopped believing in the 
“Buick-by-the-breezeway Amer-
ican dream” and used money 
from his five-dollar-an-hour job 
to buy a house so he and his new 
friends would have a place to 
party. He was pleased he’d found 
a new gang that understood him 
and “I still had enough money 
left over to eat out all the time,” 
quipped Palmer.

He drifted into the West Bank 
taverns later in the ‘70s and 
began talking with countercul-
ture types and barstool revo-
lutionaries who were also ex-
perimenting with beer … on a 
regular basis. He enjoyed those 
conversations and took more of 
an interest in progressive ideas 
and recalled influential chats 
with longtime activist and Irish 
dance instructor Mike Whalen, 
whom he met at MayDay about 
40 years ago when it was locat-
ed on Franklin Avenue in Minne-
apolis.

Whalen remembered the old 
bookstore as a socialistic, di-
verse organization that was 
“cold and had rats” and Palm-
er as a smart, quiet fellow who 
didn’t say much but when he did, 
“it was the right thing.” Palmer 
estimates that over half of the 
new store customers still identi-
fy as socialists and believes it’s 
anyone’s guess who might walk 
in next.

He mentioned being surprised 

by a former Chilean palace 
guard for Augusto Pinochet who 
stopped in five years ago and de-
livered a long-winded polemic 
about communism and Ameri-
can culpability. And he was sur-
prised recently by two national 
guardsmen in full combat gear 
who claimed they were socialists 
and bought an armload of books 
this spring during the murder 
trial of former Minneapolis po-
lice officer Derek Chauvin.

While the store remains a 
nonprofit, volunteer-run coop-
erative, Palmer is the informa-
tion linchpin that customers 
usually go to because he’s the 
one who shows up for work 
nearly every day. So, on any giv-
en workday, he might field ques-
tions that go back and forth be-
tween Marxism, political actions 
or the whereabouts of area pot-
luck fundraisers, and connecting 
the dots for customers that mark 
and measure subversive ideas.

And, he knows books. Few 
know content differences be-
tween old and new copies of 
“The Anarchist Cookbook,” but 
he does. “That was a rotten book 
written by a right-winger with 

unreliable recipes,” said Palm-
er, emphatically adding that the 
core of MayDay revolves around 
anti-war and anti-capitalism – 
not mad bombers. Those with an 
interest in a book entitled “How 
to Blow Up a Pipeline,” pub-
lished in 2021, might be referred 
to military surplus stores to 
browse through old government 
manuals. Community outreach 
can work in mysterious ways.

Palmer with his characteris-
tic ethos let me know before the 
end of the interview that this 
story wasn’t just about him and 
rattled off a long list of names, 
including deceased activist Tom 
Dooley, before pointing to a pho-
tograph of Earl Balfour, who was 
also a store volunteer and dedi-
cated union advocate.

Having lived as a simple-lifer 
who hasn’t driven since 1991, 
Palmer figures his worldly pos-
sessions will fill up about half a 
dumpster after he’s gone. Until 
then, he plans on holding down 
the fort with like-minded friends 
in the cozy sanctuary that con-
tinues to boast “NOT MAKING A 
PROFIT SINCE 1975.”

Craig Palmer

Craig Palmer at MayDay Books (photo/Craig Wood)

Minneapolis Charter Commis-
sion undemocratically rejected 
the renter-led option, effectively 
attempting to block the clearest 
path to strong rent control. Or-
ganizers with MURC point out 
that the Minneapolis City Council 
is not bound or obligated to fol-
low the recommendation of the 
un-elected Charter Commission. 

On Saturday, July 10, Min-
neapolis United for Rent Con-
trol organized a postering and 
door-knocking blitz to spread 
the word on what it will take to 
overcome opposition in City Hall. 
The day began with a brief rally 
co-hosted by the Cedar-Riverside 
Community Council and includ-
ed speeches from Bishop Howell 
with Shiloh Temple International 
Ministries, Alicia Smith from the 
Corcoran Neighborhood Organi-
zation, and Chris Smith from the 
Minnesota Association of Profes-
sional Employees. 

While the Charter Commission 
has no formal legislative power, 
they can create the political cov-
er for the City Council to go back 
on their vote from earlier this 
year. For example, Ward 6 Coun-

cil Member Jamal Osman now 
says “I have reservations” about 
the renter-led pathway  to pass-
ing strong rent control (https://
twitter.com/JamalOsmanMN/
status/1401242525772304391), 
even though Osman supported 
that pathway earlier this year 
(https://twitter.com/mpls4RC/
status/1365380597154082816).

Mayor Jacob Frey told the Star 
Tribune that he doesn’t support 
the renter-led option, indicat-
ing that the proposal will face a 
mayoral veto if it receives fewer 
than nine votes from the council.  
“Mayor Frey says that he doesn’t 
trust working people in Minne-
apolis to address the housing 
crisis, clearly doing the bidding 
of the big developers and cor-
porate landlords who have been 
cashing in on Minneapolis’ hous-
ing crisis,” said Ginger Jentzen, a 
member of Socialist Alternative 
MN and an organizer with Min-
neapolis United for Rent Control. 
“With the disproportionate influ-
ence of corporate landlords in the 
back rooms of city hall, it’s clear 
that we need a renter-led option. 
Minneapolis United for Rent 
Control is building the multira-
cial movement of renters, united 

with homeowners, all across the 
city to win the strongest possible 
rent control.”

Don’t Believe the Landlord 
Lobby

A recent study by the Center 
for Urban and Regional Affairs 
(CURA) confirmed what renters 
have been saying for years: a 
strong rent control in Minneapo-
lis would be a hugely stabilizing 
tool for working and middle-class 
renters and homeowners. In fact, 
the study found that if Minneap-
olis had enacted a rent control 
which capped any rent increases 
to no more than 3% in any giv-
en year, comprehensively applied 
to all units in the city, this would 
have cut into the heart of some of 
the city’s dramatic racial inequi-
ties in housing. Additionally, the 
CURA study found that if Minne-
apolis had implemented a rent 
control policy in 2009 similar to 
what MURC is fighting for (cap-
ping rent increases at no more 
than 3%, universally applied, 
covering all units, not individu-
al renters), investors still would 
have made a profit.

When renters and working 
people fight for rent control, 

corporate landlords and the real 
estate lobby threaten to leave 
the city and scaremonger that 
any regulation will make their 
business unprofitable. Rent con-
trol in itself is a powerful tool to 
keep units affordable for the long 
term, if used in an effective way. 
Contrary to myths pushed by the 
landlord lobby, rent control in 
New York City and San Francisco 
– or any other city that has had 
it – has been a veritable lifeline 
for tenants who would have been 
completely priced out of the city. 
However, over decades, the land-
lord lobby and big developers 
have succeeded in eroding these 
rent control policies. The claim 
that rent control reduces the 
quality and quantity of available 
housing is a myth perpetuated by 
the real estate lobby. Multiple re-
search studies have stated there 
is no evidence that cities with 
rent control have seen a decrease 
in development. 

Qannani Omar, an organiz-
er with MURC and the Harrison 
Neighborhood Association, said, 
“We can’t let City Council walk 
back its support for a renter-led 
pathway to passing a strong rent 
control policy, which ties rents 

to cost of living, applies to every 
unit, and is free from develop-
er-friendly loopholes like ‘vacan-
cy decontrol,’ which means rent 
control expires when the renter 
moves out. These are the types 
of corporate loopholes fought for 
by the landlord lobby in the back 
rooms of City Hall. Without the 
renter-led option, working peo-
ple, Black, and immigrant renters 
in Minneapolis have no guaran-
tee that we’ll ever see strong rent 
control.”

Minneapolis United for Rent 
Control coalition partners in-
clude Harrison Neighborhood 
Association, Socialist Alterna-
tive, Inqulinxs Unidxs por Jus-
ticia, Centro de Trabajadores 
Unidos en Lucha (CTUL), the 
Minnesota Association of Profes-
sional Employees (MAPE), Min-
neapolis Federation of Teachers, 
the Minnesota Nurses Associa-
tions (MNA),  Unite HERE, the 
Restaurant Opportunity Center, 
Black Visions, Reclaim the Block, 
Corcoran Neighborhood Organi-
zation, Twin Cities Democratic 
Socialists of America, and numer-
ous faith based organizations, led 
by Shiloh Temple International 
Ministries.

Rent control, from page 1



why.  He doubled patrols by insti-
tuting single-officer squad cars.  
Cops worked five days a week, 
eight hours a day, rather than the 
ten-hour, four-day work week of 
today.

There’s nothing wrong with 
the current structure of the MPD.  
What’s wrong is the people run-
ning it don’t want to make it 
work.

Schroeder and other progres-
sives on the City Council want 
to throw the baby out with the 
bathwater.  They want to tear up 
the MPD and start all over again 
from zero.  They have to be giv-
en credit for realizing there is a 
problem, and they should be ap-

plauded for their courage and de-
termination to do something to 
solve the problem.  But why ha-
ven’t they simply tried to make 
the current system work?  Why 
haven’t they asked the chief in 
public hearings whether he has 
disciplined Officer Lucas Peter-
son for the murder of Terrance 
Franklin?  Why haven’t they 
asked the chief whether Officers 
Schwarze and Ringgenberg ob-
served proper protocol in their 
killing of Jamar Clark?  Why ha-
ven’t they asked the chief if the 
officers who killed Thurman 
Blevins acted according to proto-
col?  Why haven’t they asked the 
chief if the MPD has sought help 
from mental health professionals 
in confronting suicides to avoid 
further killings of troubled vic-
tims like Travis Jordan?

Why haven’t they tried to 
make the present system work, 
rather than tearing it down and 
starting over?

They are like the stewards who 
saw an opportunity and took it 
and fell short in their efforts.

It will be up to the voters in 
November to determine wheth-
er they should be entrusted with 
another ten talents for another 
four years. 

BY ED FELIEN 

When I was a small boy attend-
ing Mass at St. Helena’s Church, 
I remember a sermon by my fa-
vorite priest, Father Don Schnit-
zius.  The way Father Don told 
the story of The Ten Talents was 
slightly different from Matthew, 
Chapter 25, but the message was 
essentially the same.  A man has 
to go on a journey and he en-
trusts each of his three stewards 
with ten talents of silver.  The 
first steward invests the talents 
and makes a profit of ten more.  
The second invests the talents 
and loses them.  The third bur-
ies his talents.  When the man 
returns he asks his stewards for 
an accounting.  When they tell 
him what happened, he congrat-
ulates the first steward and tells 
him to take the twenty talents 
and invest them.  When the third 
steward tells the man he buried 
the talents so he wouldn’t lose 
them, the man takes the talents 
away from him and casts him 
out where there is wailing and 
gnashing of teeth.  When the sec-
ond steward tells the man he in-
vested the talents but lost them, 
the man says it is good he tried 
and he gives the steward the ten 
talents that the third steward 
had buried.

I can’t help but think of that 
parable when I see the City Coun-
cil wrestle with their responsibil-
ity to protect and serve the pub-
lic.  And none seem as earnest 
and serious about their task as 
Jeremy Schroeder.

Jeremy Schroeder wouldn’t 
vote to increase the Minneap-
olis Police Department budget 
by another $500,000 until he 
knew how the money would be 
spent.  He didn’t think it was 
his job to give any department 
a blank check.  He and Council 
Members Phillipe Cunningham 
and Steve Fletcher wrote a char-
ter amendment to transform the 
MPD.  Just last week he withdrew 
his charter amendment in favor 
of the similar one proposed by 
Yes4Minneapolis.

No one can doubt Jeremy 
Schroeder means well. 

Here is the proposed charter 
amendment:

“Department of Public Safety  
Shall the Minneapolis City 

Charter be amended to remove 
the Police Department and to cre-
ate a Department of Public Safe-
ty that employs a comprehen-
sive public health approach, and 
which would include licensed 
peace officers if necessary, to ful-
fill its responsibilities for public 
safety, with the general nature 
of the amendments being briefly 
indicated in the explanatory note 
below, which is made a part of 
this ballot?  

Yes _______  
No _______  
Explanatory Note: This 

amendment would create a new 

Department of Public Safety, 
which would:  

(1) Combine public safety 
functions of the City of Minneap-
olis into a comprehensive public 
health approach to safety, with 
the specific public safety func-
tions to be determined.  

(2) Include licensed peace offi-
cers (police officers) if necessary 
to fulfill the responsibilities of 
the Department of Public Safety.  

(3) Be led by a Commission-
er. The appointment process for 
the Commissioner would include 
a Mayor nomination and a City 
Council appointment.  

This amendment would also do 
the following:  

(1) Remove from the Charter a 
Police Department that is led by a 
Police Chief. 

(2) Remove the City Coun-
cil requirement to fund a police 
force of at least 1.7 employees 
per 1,000 residents.  

(3) Remove City Council au-
thorization to impose additional 
taxation on taxable property in 
the City of Minneapolis of up to 
0.3 percent of its value annually 
to fund the compensation of em-
ployees of the police force.” 

Yes, it is important to recog-
nize that many of the threats 
to public order are the result of 
crises in public health: too much 
alcohol or drugs, too little mon-
ey, too few options and too much 
mental health trauma.  It makes 
sense to transfer many of these 
public health problems to profes-
sionals trained to deal with them, 
rather than dumping them on the 
police.  The police are a hammer 
in the toolbox, but not every pub-
lic problem is a nail. 

But the great problem with the 
proposed Charter Amendment 

is that it creates another layer 
of bureaucracy that further ob-
scures accountability.  It will be 
even more difficult to hold indi-
vidual officers responsible for 
their actions.

Under the present system the 
chief of police is responsible for 
the discipline of his/her officers, 
and the mayor is responsible for 
the performance of the chief.

The chief and the mayor did 
nothing to hold Officer Lucas Pe-
terson accountable for the mur-
der of Terrance Franklin.  May-
or Frey and Council President 
Lisa Bender said everyone had 
learned a very serious lesson 
from the million-dollar judgment 
against the city on behalf of the 
heirs of Terrance Franklin.  The 
lesson white racists in the MPD 
learned was that they could get 
away with the murder of Black 
men, and that set up the murder 
of George Floyd.

And Chief Arradondo spends 
his energy trying to get along 
with the Police Federation, rath-
er than understanding it is an ad-
versarial relationship.  In 2006 
the FBI warned that white na-
tionalists were infiltrating police 
departments nationwide.  Bob 
Kroll, twice elected president of 
the union, was also the leader 
of City Heat, a motorcycle gang 
made up of metro police officers 
who wore Nazi war medals and 
flew Confederate flags.  Tony 
Bouza, former chief of the MPD 
from 1980 to 1989, said you don’t 
try to get along with them, you 
rule them with an iron hand.  
While he was chief there were 
no complaints of police brutali-
ty.  Cops no longer stopped cars 
because the driver was Black.  
Any time they stopped a car they 
had to write a report and explain 
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Neighborhood Night. This month 
we honor Women’s History 
Month by viewing and discussing 
the documentary “The Fight for 
Women’s Rights,” which looks at 
the stories of two women—one 
who is one of the first female 
commercial airline pilots and one 
who is part of the early women’s 
rights movement. This documen-
tary shows how women used tal-
ent and persistence to overcome 
obstacles. Come, learn and get 
to know neighbors!  Coffee and 
snacks included.  Bring a friend!  
No cost/no registration. For more 
info: www.churchoftheholyname.
org; 612-724-5465.  

Stories of SEVEN Women 
Monday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
The O’Shaughnessy
St. Catherine University
2004 Randolph Ave., St. Paul
In honor of celebrating wom-
en’s vital role in history, The 
O’Shaughnessy is proud to 
present “SEVEN,” a riveting 
documentary play by seven 
female writers based on personal 
interviews with seven remarkable 
women who faced life-threat-
ening obstacles before bringing 
heroic changes to their home 
countries of Pakistan, Nigeria, 
Ireland, Afghanistan, Guatemala, 
Russia and Cambodia. Produced 
by LA Theatre Works, the play 
makes the powerful and timeless 
statement that even in the darkest 
times, one person, one voice, 
and a single act of courage, can 
change the lives of thousands. 
“SEVEN” will be on The 
O’Shaughnessy stage for one 
performance only at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, March 16. Tickets are 
$25-$29 (discounts for students, 
seniors, military, TPT, MPR). Box 
Office: www.theoshaughnessy.
com or 651-690-6700

Zealous Hellions: Taylor Mac
Tuesday, March 17, 7 p.m.
Mixed Blood Theatre

1501 S. 4th St., Mpls.
Mixed Blood Theatre hosts Taylor 
Mac in their newest ZEALOUS 
HELLIONS event. Taylor Mac, 
who uses “judy” (lowercase 
unless at the start of a sentence, 
just like a regular pronoun), 
not as a name but as a gender 
pronoun – is a playwright, actor, 
singer-songwriter, performance 
artist, director and producer. 
Judy’s work has been performed 
on Broadway, the Lincoln Center, 
D.C.’s Kennedy Center and the 
Sydney Opera House. Mac is 
a MacArthur “Genius Grant” 
recipient, a Pulitzer Prize finalist 
for drama, and a Tony-nominated 
playwright. Mac will discuss art, 
gender, expression and last year’s 
Broadway experience with the 
show “Gary: A Sequel to Titus 
Andronicus”in conversation with 
Jeremy Cohen, the Producing 
Artistic Director of the Play-
wrights’ Center. Mac and Cohen 
will debate, connect and theorize 
with each other on stage which, 
in combination with audience 
energy and participation, will 
result in humor, inspiration and 
wisdom.   
Guaranteed admission for $25, 
become a member, or attend 
without charge on a first-come-
first-served basis via Radical 
Hospitality. For reservations or 
more info, call 612-338-0937 or go 
to https://mixedblood.com/event/
zhtaylormac/.

Sick Lit: A Writing Workshop
Saturday, March 21
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nokomis Library
5100 34th Ave. S., Mpls.
An open writing workshop for 
artists and writers interested 
in writing and reading around 
chronic illness. No previous expe-
rience needed. FREE. Workshops 
will be lead by writer, editor, 
and teaching artist Lara Mimosa 
Montes in the library meeting 
room. For more info and to RSVP, 
please write: MplsWritingWork-
shops@gmail.com

Arbeit Opera Theatre presents
“The Rape of Lucretia”
March 20-21, 7:30 p.m.
March 22, 4 p.m.
Southern Theater
1420 Washington Ave. S., Mpls.
AOT will present “The Rape of 
Lucretia” by Benjamin Britten 
on March 20- 22 at the historic 
Southern Theater in Minneapolis. 
The production will be presented 
in English with English superti-
tles, and features an all-Minneso-
ta cast, crew and orchestra. “The 
Rape of Lucretia” was the first of 
Britten’s chamber operas and is 
based upon the ancient Roman 
tragedy of Lucretia. As with most 
of Britten’s operatic storytelling, 
Lucretia portrays the struggle of 
an individual against a hostile 
society. The story unfolds during 
a time of war when Rome is ruled 
by an Etruscan king who ascend-
ed to power through force. It is in 
this hostile society that Lucretia’s 
body is used as a tool for political 
ambition and power. AOT’s pro-
duction will be set untradition-
ally in an ambiguous time and 
place, focusing this story through 
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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World Premiere of 
“Spamtown, USA”
Now through April 5
Children’s Theatre Company
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 
Children’s Theatre Company 
(CTC) is proud to announce the 
world premiere production of 
“Spamtown, USA,” running Feb. 
16 through April 5, written by 
Philip Dawkins and directed by 
Will Davis. The playwright met 
with and interviewed 25 people 
who were children in the city of 
Austin, Minn., during the P-9 
Strike against Hormel in the 
1980s to gather their stories and 
perspectives. The play explores 
how pivotal events that occurred 
during the strike affected relation-
ships inside and between three 
families. While five kids dream 
of space camp, tennis teams, and 
out-of-state college, they find 
their families and community 
suddenly divided by picket lines 
and opposing agendas. This is 
the story of having the strength 
to stand up for what you believe 
in, the challenge that comes in 
disagreeing with those you love, 
and the humor that helps keep 
friendships alive. The show is 
recommended for everyone ages 
9 and up. Ticket prices range 
from $15 through $71 (subject to 
change) with ACT Pass tickets for 
$5. For more information, visit us 
online at www.childrenstheatre.
org or call the ticket office at 612-
874-0400.

March at Bryant-Lake Bowl
Bryant-Lake Bowl
Cabaret Theater
810 W. Lake St., Mpls.
The Theater of Public Policy

Mondays, March 9 and 23
April 6 and 20
May 4 and 18
7 p.m. (doors at 6 p.m.)
Presented by Danger Boat 
Productions
Learn AND laugh with The 
Theater of Public Policy! Each 
show, we host an expert guest for 
a live on-stage discussion on a 
big issue, topic or idea. Then the 
cast brings the conversation to 
life through entirely unscripted 
improv comedy theater. Tickets 
$15/$12 in advance or with Fringe 
button/$60 season pass (over the 
phone only). More info at https://
www.bryantlakebowl.com/the-
ater/the-theater-of-public-policy-
57/?mc_id=1749
Courtney Pauroso: Gutterplum
Friday, March 27, 7 p.m. 
Presented by Spit Take Comedy 
Series
A smash hit at the 2019 Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival, “Gutter-
plum” is an unclassifiable whirl-
wind of physical comedy and 
theater from LA-based comedian 
and “dangerously delightful” 
clown Courtney Pauroso. “An 
intense and hilarious journey...an 
hour of utter chaos that somehow 
portrays a deep life-spanning 
story.” $18/$15 in advance. More 
info and tickets:
https://www.bryantlakebowl.
com/theater/courtney-pauro-
so-gutterplum/?mc_id=1747

Dan Pfeiffer presents
“Un-Trumping America”
Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m.
The Parkway Theater
4814 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Dan Pfeiffer, New York Times 
bestselling author and co-host of 

“Pod Save America,” comes to the 
Parkway in celebration of his new 
book, “Un-Trumping America: A 
Plan to Make America a De-
mocracy Again.” Join us for this 
energizing reading and book sign-
ing! Each ticket includes a copy of 
Pfeiffer’s new book. “Un-Trump-
ing America” is a sharp political 
playbook for how Democrats can 
take on Trump, McConnell, Fox 
News, and the rest of the right-
wing circus dominating American 
politics. The book dismantles 
toxic Trumpism and offers a 
way forward. The event with 
be moderated by special guest 
Alyssa Mastromonaco. Sponsored 
by Magers & Quinn Booksellers. 
For more info and tickets: https://
www.magersandquinn.com/
event.

“Redwood”
March 11-April 11
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.
Sundays, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
The Jungle Theater
2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls.
The Jungle Theater is excited to 
present “Redwood,” an astute 
new play brimming with com-
edy, wit and dance. Written by 
Brittany K. Allen and directed 
by H. Adam Harris, this singular 
American story is about learning 
to live and love in a present that’s 
enmeshed in a dark past. In this 
razor-sharp, humor-filled tale, a 
Hip-Hop dance class Greek Cho-
rus and opinionated long-dead 
ancestors help guide the relation-
ship between Meg and Drew, an 
interracial couple whose lives are 
rocked when Meg’s Uncle Stevie 
discovers Drew is from the family 
that enslaved her relatives in 
antebellum Kentucky. Tickets and 
more information are available at 
612-822-7063 or www.junglethe-
ater.org.

The Fight for Women’s Rights
Thursday, March 12
7 to 8:30 p.m.
Holy Name Church
(Garvey Hall)
3637 11th Ave. S., Mpls.
Everyone is welcome to attend 
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by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
directed by TOM QUAINTANCE

Twelfth Night
Final 2 Weeks!
Must close March 22

A romantic Shakespeare comedy

Sponsored by

Neighborhood Night. This month 
we honor Women’s History 
Month by viewing and discussing 
the documentary “The Fight for 
Women’s Rights,” which looks at 
the stories of two women—one 
who is one of the first female 
commercial airline pilots and one 
who is part of the early women’s 
rights movement. This documen-
tary shows how women used tal-
ent and persistence to overcome 
obstacles. Come, learn and get 
to know neighbors!  Coffee and 
snacks included.  Bring a friend!  
No cost/no registration. For more 
info: www.churchoftheholyname.
org; 612-724-5465.  

Stories of SEVEN Women 
Monday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
The O’Shaughnessy
St. Catherine University
2004 Randolph Ave., St. Paul
In honor of celebrating wom-
en’s vital role in history, The 
O’Shaughnessy is proud to 
present “SEVEN,” a riveting 
documentary play by seven 
female writers based on personal 
interviews with seven remarkable 
women who faced life-threat-
ening obstacles before bringing 
heroic changes to their home 
countries of Pakistan, Nigeria, 
Ireland, Afghanistan, Guatemala, 
Russia and Cambodia. Produced 
by LA Theatre Works, the play 
makes the powerful and timeless 
statement that even in the darkest 
times, one person, one voice, 
and a single act of courage, can 
change the lives of thousands. 
“SEVEN” will be on The 
O’Shaughnessy stage for one 
performance only at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, March 16. Tickets are 
$25-$29 (discounts for students, 
seniors, military, TPT, MPR). Box 
Office: www.theoshaughnessy.
com or 651-690-6700

Zealous Hellions: Taylor Mac
Tuesday, March 17, 7 p.m.
Mixed Blood Theatre

1501 S. 4th St., Mpls.
Mixed Blood Theatre hosts Taylor 
Mac in their newest ZEALOUS 
HELLIONS event. Taylor Mac, 
who uses “judy” (lowercase 
unless at the start of a sentence, 
just like a regular pronoun), 
not as a name but as a gender 
pronoun – is a playwright, actor, 
singer-songwriter, performance 
artist, director and producer. 
Judy’s work has been performed 
on Broadway, the Lincoln Center, 
D.C.’s Kennedy Center and the 
Sydney Opera House. Mac is 
a MacArthur “Genius Grant” 
recipient, a Pulitzer Prize finalist 
for drama, and a Tony-nominated 
playwright. Mac will discuss art, 
gender, expression and last year’s 
Broadway experience with the 
show “Gary: A Sequel to Titus 
Andronicus”in conversation with 
Jeremy Cohen, the Producing 
Artistic Director of the Play-
wrights’ Center. Mac and Cohen 
will debate, connect and theorize 
with each other on stage which, 
in combination with audience 
energy and participation, will 
result in humor, inspiration and 
wisdom.   
Guaranteed admission for $25, 
become a member, or attend 
without charge on a first-come-
first-served basis via Radical 
Hospitality. For reservations or 
more info, call 612-338-0937 or go 
to https://mixedblood.com/event/
zhtaylormac/.

Sick Lit: A Writing Workshop
Saturday, March 21
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nokomis Library
5100 34th Ave. S., Mpls.
An open writing workshop for 
artists and writers interested 
in writing and reading around 
chronic illness. No previous expe-
rience needed. FREE. Workshops 
will be lead by writer, editor, 
and teaching artist Lara Mimosa 
Montes in the library meeting 
room. For more info and to RSVP, 
please write: MplsWritingWork-
shops@gmail.com

Arbeit Opera Theatre presents
“The Rape of Lucretia”
March 20-21, 7:30 p.m.
March 22, 4 p.m.
Southern Theater
1420 Washington Ave. S., Mpls.
AOT will present “The Rape of 
Lucretia” by Benjamin Britten 
on March 20- 22 at the historic 
Southern Theater in Minneapolis. 
The production will be presented 
in English with English superti-
tles, and features an all-Minneso-
ta cast, crew and orchestra. “The 
Rape of Lucretia” was the first of 
Britten’s chamber operas and is 
based upon the ancient Roman 
tragedy of Lucretia. As with most 
of Britten’s operatic storytelling, 
Lucretia portrays the struggle of 
an individual against a hostile 
society. The story unfolds during 
a time of war when Rome is ruled 
by an Etruscan king who ascend-
ed to power through force. It is in 
this hostile society that Lucretia’s 
body is used as a tool for political 
ambition and power. AOT’s pro-
duction will be set untradition-
ally in an ambiguous time and 
place, focusing this story through 
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Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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World Premiere of 
“Spamtown, USA”
Now through April 5
Children’s Theatre Company
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 
Children’s Theatre Company 
(CTC) is proud to announce the 
world premiere production of 
“Spamtown, USA,” running Feb. 
16 through April 5, written by 
Philip Dawkins and directed by 
Will Davis. The playwright met 
with and interviewed 25 people 
who were children in the city of 
Austin, Minn., during the P-9 
Strike against Hormel in the 
1980s to gather their stories and 
perspectives. The play explores 
how pivotal events that occurred 
during the strike affected relation-
ships inside and between three 
families. While five kids dream 
of space camp, tennis teams, and 
out-of-state college, they find 
their families and community 
suddenly divided by picket lines 
and opposing agendas. This is 
the story of having the strength 
to stand up for what you believe 
in, the challenge that comes in 
disagreeing with those you love, 
and the humor that helps keep 
friendships alive. The show is 
recommended for everyone ages 
9 and up. Ticket prices range 
from $15 through $71 (subject to 
change) with ACT Pass tickets for 
$5. For more information, visit us 
online at www.childrenstheatre.
org or call the ticket office at 612-
874-0400.

March at Bryant-Lake Bowl
Bryant-Lake Bowl
Cabaret Theater
810 W. Lake St., Mpls.
The Theater of Public Policy

Mondays, March 9 and 23
April 6 and 20
May 4 and 18
7 p.m. (doors at 6 p.m.)
Presented by Danger Boat 
Productions
Learn AND laugh with The 
Theater of Public Policy! Each 
show, we host an expert guest for 
a live on-stage discussion on a 
big issue, topic or idea. Then the 
cast brings the conversation to 
life through entirely unscripted 
improv comedy theater. Tickets 
$15/$12 in advance or with Fringe 
button/$60 season pass (over the 
phone only). More info at https://
www.bryantlakebowl.com/the-
ater/the-theater-of-public-policy-
57/?mc_id=1749
Courtney Pauroso: Gutterplum
Friday, March 27, 7 p.m. 
Presented by Spit Take Comedy 
Series
A smash hit at the 2019 Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival, “Gutter-
plum” is an unclassifiable whirl-
wind of physical comedy and 
theater from LA-based comedian 
and “dangerously delightful” 
clown Courtney Pauroso. “An 
intense and hilarious journey...an 
hour of utter chaos that somehow 
portrays a deep life-spanning 
story.” $18/$15 in advance. More 
info and tickets:
https://www.bryantlakebowl.
com/theater/courtney-pauro-
so-gutterplum/?mc_id=1747

Dan Pfeiffer presents
“Un-Trumping America”
Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m.
The Parkway Theater
4814 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Dan Pfeiffer, New York Times 
bestselling author and co-host of 

“Pod Save America,” comes to the 
Parkway in celebration of his new 
book, “Un-Trumping America: A 
Plan to Make America a De-
mocracy Again.” Join us for this 
energizing reading and book sign-
ing! Each ticket includes a copy of 
Pfeiffer’s new book. “Un-Trump-
ing America” is a sharp political 
playbook for how Democrats can 
take on Trump, McConnell, Fox 
News, and the rest of the right-
wing circus dominating American 
politics. The book dismantles 
toxic Trumpism and offers a 
way forward. The event with 
be moderated by special guest 
Alyssa Mastromonaco. Sponsored 
by Magers & Quinn Booksellers. 
For more info and tickets: https://
www.magersandquinn.com/
event.

“Redwood”
March 11-April 11
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.
Sundays, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
The Jungle Theater
2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls.
The Jungle Theater is excited to 
present “Redwood,” an astute 
new play brimming with com-
edy, wit and dance. Written by 
Brittany K. Allen and directed 
by H. Adam Harris, this singular 
American story is about learning 
to live and love in a present that’s 
enmeshed in a dark past. In this 
razor-sharp, humor-filled tale, a 
Hip-Hop dance class Greek Cho-
rus and opinionated long-dead 
ancestors help guide the relation-
ship between Meg and Drew, an 
interracial couple whose lives are 
rocked when Meg’s Uncle Stevie 
discovers Drew is from the family 
that enslaved her relatives in 
antebellum Kentucky. Tickets and 
more information are available at 
612-822-7063 or www.junglethe-
ater.org.

The Fight for Women’s Rights
Thursday, March 12
7 to 8:30 p.m.
Holy Name Church
(Garvey Hall)
3637 11th Ave. S., Mpls.
Everyone is welcome to attend 
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by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
directed by TOM QUAINTANCE

Twelfth Night
Final 2 Weeks!
Must close March 22

A romantic Shakespeare comedy

Sponsored by

The foolish public servant 
who wants to do good 



‘Free the Deeds’
Minneapolis Public Art Project
‘Free the Deeds,’ an artist-driven ini-
tiative, is launching a city-wide project 
this month to build awareness of the 
history of racial covenants in housing in 
Minneapolis and to encourage action 
to repair the harm done by these cove-
nants. Homeowners whose houses have 
a racial covenant will be encouraged to 
display a lawn sign in their yards that 
says “This house had a racial covenant” 
on one side and “Building equity, one 
deed at a time” on the other. All Min-
neapolis residents, whether your home 
had a racial covenant or not, will have 
the chance to donate to down payment 
assistance for households who purchase 
homes through the African American 
Community Land Trust (AACLT). The 
AACLT is an initiative focused on sig-
nificantly decreasing the historic racial 
disparities in the homeownership rate 
while increasing access to perpetually 
affordable homeownership in Minneap-
olis. Check out our website, free-
thedeeds.org to learn more about what 
racial covenants were, how to find out 
if your home had one, how to discharge 
it, ways to interact with this history, and 
how to participate with this city-wide 
project. freethedeeds.org

The 1934 Minneapolis Teamsters’ 
Strikes and Today’s Challenges
Tuesday, July 20, 7 to 9 p.m.
Free online event
Sponsored by the East Side Freedom Li-
brary, as part of San Francisco LaborFest 
2021. The 1934 July Minneapolis Team-
sters’ strikes were part of a mass move-
ment of workers in the U.S. that brought 
the greatest unionization in the history 
of the nation. We invite you to watch 
John DeGraaf’s compelling film, “Labor’s 
Turning Point,” and then engage with a 
panel which will discuss the strike’s rel-
evance to the challenges facing working 
people and the labor movement today. 
The panelists will include ESFL’s Peter 
Rachleff, David Van Deusen, president of 
the Vermont AFL-CIO, and Kieran Knut-
son, president of CWA Local 7250 (AT&T 
workers, Minnesota). The Vermont AFL-
CIO has been in the news for its passage 
of a resolution in November 2020 which 
called for a nationwide general strike if 
then-President Trump had tried to have 
a coup. Help us explore what we can 
learn from the Minneapolis Team-
sters’ strikes in 1934 and their impact 
throughout the local and regional labor 
movements. Register to join this event 
on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZMtc--vqz0uHNBD-
Sw-1fI7HncXv6F9Hn-Ax?fbclid=IwAR2Sr-
sOrx8cSStp3yXOCArkCENb7rJB0H-
792HYIfpskm7TWthxkf0rKKAR0

July Virtual Events at Magers & Quinn
‘United States of Grace,’ with author 
Lenny Duncan in conversation with 
Marya Hornbacher
Wednesday, July 21, 7 p.m.
FREE, livestreamed on the Magers & 
Quinn Facebook Page (https://www.
facebook.com/magersandquinnbook-
sellers/) and YouTube channel (https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UC9hl-
4wPDtsbpur9VdOH7JmA?view_as=-
subscriber). Facebook RSVPs appreci-
ated at: https://www.facebook.com/
events/603529413952230.
Virtual Launch party with Daniel M. 
Bensen, Trilby Black and Neil Sharpson 
Tuesday, July 27, 11 a.m.
Celebrate recent releases from three 
sci-fi authors at this virtual launch 
party! $5, registration required at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtu-
al-launch-party-with-daniel-bensen-
trilby-black-and-neil-sharpson-tick-
ets-160632888293.

July Green Roof Poetry
Thursday, July 22, 7 to 9 p.m.
Walker Art Center
Wurtele Upper Garden
The Twin Cities is home to some of the 
most prominent poetry publishers in 
the nation. Green Roof Poetry brings 
together some of these dynamic literary 
houses for a live poetry reading series 
in the Walker’s upper garden. Relax 
on the hillside for an evening of live 
readings by four poets selected by four 
different literary organizations: Coffee 
House Press, Graywolf Press, Milkweed 
Editions and Mizna. Grab your picnic 
blanket and quarantine bubble buddy, 
we’ll see you on the hillside! The July 
event features local poets Tarik Dobbs, 
Michael Kleber-Diggs, Gretchen Mar-
quette, and Lara Mimosa Montes. Black 
Garnet Books will have a pop-up shop 
starting at 6 p.m. 
More info at https://walkerart.org/
calendar/2021/july-green-roof-poetry.

Belfast Cowboys
Friday, July 23, 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Lake Harriet Bandshell
4135 W. Lake Harriet Pkwy., Mpls.
The Belfast Cowboys, a 9-piece 
horn-driven rock band, perform at the 
Lake Harriet Bandshell, sponsored by 
Minneapolis Music and Movies in the 
Parks. Free and open to the public.

Minnesota Sinfonia Orchestra
Free Concert at Gibbs Farm
Friday, July 23, 7 to 8 p.m.
Gibbs Farm
2097 Larpenteur Ave. W., St. Paul
After a year and a half of not playing, 
the Minnesota Sinfonia musicians will 
finally be performing together again in 
front of live audiences throughout the 
metro including at Gibbs Farm in St. 
Paul. The Sinfonia will be performing 
outside on Friday, July 23. Enjoy the 
sounds of “Music on the Lighter Side” 
with your family. This concert will in-
clude music from the movies, Broadway, 
waltzes, tangos, marches and much 
more!
The concert is from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., but 
please feel free to arrive as early as 6 
p.m. and bring a picnic dinner to enjoy 
with your friends and family. Please 
bring your own seating such as lawn 
chairs or picnic blankets for this event. 
We ask that you set up your seating 
area 6 feet from other family groups. 
There will be limited picnic tables.
Looking to purchase a ticket to a Min-
nesota Sinfonia concert? No need, none 
are required.  All Sinfonia concerts are 
performed free of charge and of course, 
all ages including children are welcome! 
While reservations are not required, the 
Farm would love to know if you plan 
to attend. RSVP at https://www.rchs.
com/event/minnesota-sinfonia-con-
cert-at-gibbs-farm/. In the event of 
inclement weather, a rain date has been 
set for Monday, July 26.

JonnyPops Pop In – A Free Sweet Treat 
Giveaway
Saturday, July 24
Midtown Global Market, Center Court
920 E. Lake St., Mpls.
Minnesota’s own JonnyPops®, the 
self-proclaimed “smoothie on a stick” 
company, is providing their wholesome 
frozen treats for FREE to the first 1,000 
visitors to Midtown Global Market. 
Guests may also enjoy the music of 
Charmin and Shapira. This event is 
in partnership with the Minneapolis 
Aquatennial celebration. It is free and 
open to the public to attend.

Katia Cardenas at the Granada
Friday, July 30, 8 to 10:30 p.m.
The Granada Theater
3022 Hennepin Ave., Mpls.
St. Paul-based jazz and R&B vocalist 
Katia Cardenas performs at the historic, 
recently restored Granada Theater in 
Uptown Minneapolis on Friday, July 30 
from 8 to 10:30 p.m. This is Cardenas’ 

first in-person concert in three years, 
following a hiatus brought on by a 
vocal injury she sustained in 2018. The 
band will feature leading performers 
from the local jazz community: Ted 
Godbout (keys), Yohannes Tona (bass), 
Beth Varela (drums), and Stephanie 
Wieseler (saxophone). The Granada 
venue is a must-see. Patrons will love 
the midnight-blue starry-sky ceiling and 
hand-painted details in the recent-
ly restored, 100-year0old theater. 
Tickets are $20 and on sale now at 
https://granadampls.com/calendar/.
Katia Cardenas can be found online at 
KatiaCardenas.com and Facebook.com/
KatiaCarfdenasSings, and on Instagram 
and Twitter at @katiasinging.

Open Eye Theatre’s 8th Annual 
Ice Cream Social
Saturday, July 31, noon to 3 p.m.
Open Eye Theatre
506 E. 24th St., Mpls.
In the theatre and in the garden! Fun for 
all ages! Rain or shine! FREE!
Join us for one of the most fun-filled 
community events of the summer! We’ll 
have performances of our Driveway 
Tour show “The Amazing Cowboat” and 
“Penguin in My Pocket” by Kurt Hunter, 
carnival games, music, and make-and-
take puppet crafts. And, of course, ice 
cream! Enjoy a fun afternoon with fami-
ly and friends! More info at http://www.
openeyetheatre.org/ice-cream-social.

Patrick’s Nicollet Island Cabaret
Sunday, July 31, 7:30 p.m.
Central Park, Nicollet Island
Corner of Maple Pl. and Nicollet St.
Join us, in person, for Patrick’s NICOLLET 
ISLAND Cabaret! What better place to 
have Patrick’s Cabaret happen in person 
for the first time since COVID, than 
outdoors on Nicollet Island?! Everyone 
in this show has lived on the island this 
summer, and we are inviting our neigh-
bors and friends – including you! – for 
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We are in the thick of a major fight against Big 
Oil in Northern Minnesota.  #StopLine3 

Through the winter Larry Long composed and produced  “No 
More Pipeline Blues (On This Land Where We Belong)” fea-
turing Waubanewquay, Winona LaDuke, Day Sisters, Mumu 
Fresh, Pura Fe, Soni Moreno, Jennifer Kreisberg, Indigo Girls, 
Bonnie Raitt and Joy Harjo. 

Music video —
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjoRB7ETaGk  

Produced by Keri Pickett 

Call to action: Send a letter to President Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration, the White House, by visiting STOPLINE3.org/Biden 
telling him to #StopLine3

this lovely get together. The lineup for 
this 90-minute show (with intermission) 
includes:
- Maria Benson, 3 songs and a little 

banter.
- Oliver Case singing “Somewhere 

Over the Rainbow.”
- John Chaffee brings us his mando-

cello, three old songs, and a few 
remarks about them.

- Prudence Johnson will sing and 
play ukulele.

- Ross Sutter & Laura MacKenzie 
will present Scottish and Irish 
songs and tunes featuring two 
voices, guitar, wooden flutes, 
Scottish small pipes, whistle and 
Irish bodhran drum.

- Patrick Scully will screen a 6-min-
ute edit of the 2015 Mississippi 
River Boat Ballet.

Tickets are pay-what-you-can ($15 
suggested), purchase at https://linktr.
ee/PatrickScully.
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Publishing the truth is not a crime
BY AMY BLUMENSHINE

 
Independence Day reminds us 

of the democratic leap forward 
made by an audacious set of col-
onies to free themselves from the 
rule of the king. The Bill of Rights 
of the Constitution insisted on 
freedom of the press and prohib-
its indefinite detention and cruel 
and unusual punishment. Two 
Australian family members of 
Julian Assange came to our area 
June 21 to remind us of that if 
we don’t protect those rights, the 
rest of the world will suffer.  

Southside-based organizations 
and citizens, including Women 
Against Military Madness, Veter-
ans for Peace, and Tackling Tor-
ture at the Top, hosted John and 
Gabriel Shipton as they schlep 
across the U.S. to highlight the 
treatment of their son and broth-
er. (Video at https://assangede-
fense.org/tour/#minneapolis. 
See also statements of support 
by Daniel Ellsberg https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=cMIwLl-
rY8Ao&t=13s and Roger Wa-
ters https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=vw6LodTOzII).  
Assange was the mastermind 

behind the transparency-engine 
Wikileaks as it made available 
tremendous disclosures of mal-
feasances of governments ten 
years ago. Citizens around the 
world learned of truths about 
their governments and demand-
ed changes. (The resulting upris-
ing in Tunisia received the Nobel 
Peace Prize.) The Iraq War Logs, 
Afghan War Diary, and Guan-
tanamo Bay releases, however, 
told the truth about U.S. war lies, 
crimes and torture. In response, 
the U.S. attacked Assange in ways 
official and unofficial.  

Not only has Assange lost his 
personal freedom for the last 
ten years and suffered what the 
U.N. deems as torture, but jour-
nalism around the world has 
been chilled, as told by the Ship-
tons and panelists at their local 
events.  

Moderating the outdoor venue 
was Time magazine Person of the 
Year and former FBI whistleblow-
er and Minnesota congressional 
candidate, Coleen Rowley. She 

urged the crowd to call the De-
partment of Justice (DOJ) to af-
firm our right to a free press and 
dismiss charges against Assange. 
The DOJ comment line is (202) 
353-1555, for civil and consti-
tutional rights, press 1. Rowley 
also urged the public to contact 
our congresspeople to tell them 
we’re urging Assange’s freedom. 

A British court is holding As-
sange in a maximum-security 
prison without bail in antici-
pation that the U.S. will appeal 
their judge’s January decision 
to not extradite Assange to face 
U.S. charges of violating the 1917 
Espionage Act. The Espionage 
Act prohibits defendants from 
explaining their intentions and 
could result in a sentence of 175 
years. Astoundingly, the British 
judge rejected the U.S. request 
for extradition on the grounds 
that U.S. prison conditions could 
be expected to result in Assange’s 
death by suicide (a clear condem-
nation of the U.S. prison system). 
So effectively, Assange is expe-
riencing indefinite detention, 
or “punishment by process,” as 
the Shiptons described it, with 
nary a day in court on the actual 
charges.  

Assange is allowed only one 
ten-minute phone call a day with 
his father. Rowley skewered what 
she called the common misbelief 
that government secrecy protects 
citizens, pointing out that the 
9/11 skyjackings and destruction 
could have been prevented if she 
and her colleague’s attempts to 
get appropriate authorities to 
act had been heeded. (https://
www.latimes.com/archives/la-
xpm2010-oct-15-la-oe-rowley-
wikileaks-20101015-story.html)  

The Shiptons noted that 
Wikileaks’ revelations have also 
resulted in the eventual stopping 
of the wars in Iraq and Afghan-
istan, and the release of prison-
ers at Guantanamo. The crowd 
of 100 appreciated the new term 
suggested for such significant 
leaks: “revelations for democra-
cy and security.”  

Top editors of major media, 
like The Washington Post and 
The New York Times, have ex-
pressed concern over press free-
dom and the silencing effect of 
charging Assange with espionage 
by publishing truths that the gov-
ernment would prefer to hide. 
This chilling also affects poten-
tial revealers for democracy and 

security – insiders seeking to 
bring needed attention to fraud 
and lies.  

What’s the point of taking such 
great personal risk if the mate-
rial is not going to be published 
anyway? And Russia has reject-
ed criticism of their treatment 
of Alexei Navalny since they say 
that the U.S. also puts journalists 
like Assange in jail. Two Austra-
lians traveled to our area to re-
mind us that Americans revolt-
ed against a legal system where 
merely contradicting the word 
of the king was considered trea-
son, and the press was censored. 
They noted that it was our inde-
pendence leader, Thomas Jeffer-
son, who wrote that if forced to 
choose, he would prefer a free 
press without a government to a 
government without a free press. 

Julian Assange’s father and broth-
er, John and Gabriel Shipton, 
spoke locally at an event hosted 
by Southsiders, including Thomas 
Dickinson (right). 

NOW SERVING PIZZA!
6335 Portland Avenue South

Richfield, MN 55423
612-861-9348

me want to cry … I feel very com-
fortable here,” she says.

Marquise tells her little boy, 
“Tie your shoe …” and then gives 
him a sucker. Marquise is carry-
ing a bag of suckers that reach-
es from his waist almost to the 
ground.

Many of the people Marquise 
talks to have been watching 
Chauvin’s trial. Two women from 

St. Louis Park declare, “It should 
be first-degree murder. Chauvin 
should be in jail forever.”

I’m surprised Marquise 
doesn’t echo their sentiment. 
He says, “We extend mercy, he’s 
a human being … Naturally he 
has to be accountable … If he 
can be rehabilitated and learn 
…”  But I shouldn’t have been 
surprised, since one of the things 
I’ve known about Marquise since 
we met is the prominence of his 
Christian faith.

Many people talk to Marquise 
about the importance of this 
place and its capacity to mark 
the point when the comatose 
conscience of this nation was 
awakened.

A family from South Dako-
ta says, “ … This is beautiful. A 
roundabout would be great – let 
it be an inconvenience – so we 
don’t ever forget!”

Marquise says he would like to 
see a permanent memorial and 
a roundabout, keeping the fist. 
He agreed, “We don’t want peo-
ple to forget. Over the past 10 to 
11 months, we’ve seen God turn 
a mess into a message. We don’t 
leave – we try to make it better.”

Marquise flirts with some daz-
zling young women who look like 
rock stars. He playfully asks for 
their autographs. 

One is from California, Autefeh, 
and the other from North Caro-
lina, Ebone, but they’ve lived in 
Minneapolis since before George 
Floyd was killed. They are train-
ing to be surgeons. Ebone was 
working at HCMC in trauma on 
May 25, 2020,  and for the fol-
lowing four days during the 
protests, when many protesters 
were injured. She says it’s so im-
portant to write down the history 
of what has happened and what 
is happening. “We have to keep 
the truth, so the truth stays true.”

Marquise always greets peo-
ple, explaining that Agape means 
love in Greek and Agape wants 

to spread love – “no community 
without unity.” “People want to 
bring us down. People think GFS 
is a dangerous place. Hopefully, 
it is life-changing for people to 
come here.”

Interracial couple Max and 
Stefanie Kolin and their 6-month-
old baby Lily are from Chicago. 
They are on a pilgrimage. They 
love that it’s blocked off. “It’s a 
powerful place,” they say. 

Dora Jones Robinson and her 
friend Darnella Wade were hand-
ing out campaign literature for 
Robinson, who is running for 
mayor of St. Paul. “I am the first 
African American woman to run 
for this position.” One of her ma-
jor issues is gun violence. Wade 
said, “My son got shot on the East 
Side of St. Paul in 2016.”

A middle-aged couple from St. 
Paul, Scott and Chris, came to 
pray the day before Easter, “the 
day of resurrection. We pray for 
grace from tragedy. We’re glad 
they’ve kept the space. We came 
here to pray and give respect.”

We ran into Charles McMil-
lian, one of the witnesses at 38th 
and Chicago on May 25, 2020. 
He said he had a third-grade ed-
ucation and was originally from 
Mississippi where things were 
“always swept under the rug. So 
I was raised to pay attention. … 
I’m not afraid to tell the truth. I 
don’t tell lies. It’s how I am and 
what I did the other day.” [He had 
just testified in court the previ-
ous Wednesday.] “I was afraid at 
first and pled the fifth. Then the 
lawyers convinced me that the 
police were not going to bother 
me. I came here to get chicken 
wings and I’m still here. The oth-
er day an 86-year-old man from 
Atlanta called me. He said, ‘You 
made me cry.’”

After that, I went inside the 
Agape building.  Agape member 
Larry Dent (whose given name is 
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Gamel), his mom, Eartha, his sis-
ters, Donna and Arianne, and his 
niece, Samaya, were there. Sa-
maya lives in North Minneapolis 
and doesn’t come here much. She 
finds it sad yet feels something 
good has come out of it [the trag-
edy].

They were talking about a ter-
rible attack on Larry by the po-
lice. Arianne found a newspaper 
account online in which it was 
mentioned. What I could gather 
from the conversation was that 
the police mistook Larry for a 
suspect. They hog-tied him and 
slammed him against the police 
car door. A group of white citizens 
physically fought with the police 
and saved his life. (Talking with 
Gamel another day I learned they 
knocked out his teeth, slammed 

his foot in the door and threat-
ened to kill him. A reporter from 
WCCO filmed what was happen-
ing and later it was on the news. 
Although it occurred in 1992, and 
Gamel went on to go to college 
and become a behavior specialist 
in the public schools, he said he 
never got help for the trauma of 
that event and it has interfered 
with his life.)

After Larry and his family 
members left, Marquise got two 
phone calls in a row from a cous-
in who is incarcerated. Marquise 
is a great encourager and seems 
to be a rock for others, giving 
love and wisdom in abundance. 
He himself was imprisoned for 
11 and a half years and has been 
out for two years now, so he’s es-
pecially aware of their situation. 
He’s “on a mission to help the 
next generation not go through 
what we went through.”

Outside again, Marcia and I 
met a young Black man, not a 
member of Agape, named Tredis 
Adams, who laughingly said he 

had paid a $10 fine to the curse 
jar at the Agape office – no curs-
ing is allowed in there. 

Then he started talking about 
money, the power of money. He 
wants the Black community to 
have that power. I was struck by 
his statement that nothing and 
nobody had ever kept him from 
doing what he wanted to do. He 
said the formula for success is 
to work 100 hours a week, have 
no bad habits and be honest – a 
person can be successful through 
planning, saving, creativity and 
resourcefulness. He bought his 
first apartment at age 16 and 
bought a duplex at age 18. De-
spite financial ups and downs, 
he was able to take a month off 
every year and take his family 
all over the world. And, when he 
was diagnosed with stage 4 can-
cer a year and a half ago, he had 
the capacity to pursue alterna-
tive treatments. 

When I first saw him, I thought 
he was about 25, so I was sur-
prised to learn he is 55 and in 
the midst of cancer treatment 
right now. He used alternative 
treatments from the beginning, 

not as a last resort. A year ago, 
he weighed 120 pounds. He has 
written a book about his as-
tounding journey, “How Cancer 
Did Me a Favor.”

The next weekend, the day 
got away from me, but as night 
fell, I decided to go to GFS and 
take notes anyway. By the time 
I got there it was dark and pret-
ty cold, so I went with Marquise 
to the Agape office building. His 
cousin Joe Edwards was there. 
At 49, Joe had spent his last 14 
years in federal penitentiaries all 
over the country, convicted in the 
same case as Marquise: “conspir-
acy to sell drugs.” (Joe didn’t take 
the plea deal since he was sure 
he’d be found innocent in a jury 
trial, but he was convicted and 
originally sentenced to 30 years, 
which, for many reasons, ended 
up being 14 years.) Because of 
the First Step Act (FSA), passed 
in December 2018, his sentence 
was suddenly shortened, and at 
the end of this past January, pris-
on authorities took him to COVID 
quarantine for two weeks and 
then opened the doors and let 
him walk out. When it happens 
like that it’s called immediate re-
lease and it’s a shock. 

Since he grew up around 38th 

and Chicago, Minneapolis is defi-
nitely his HOME. Immediately he 
left Kentucky for Minneapolis on 
the Greyhound bus. He had no ID, 
transportation, work or housing. 
With difficulty those things are 
falling into place.

For Joe, the hardest thing 
during his 14 years of incarcer-
ation was not being allowed to 
go to the funerals for his auntie, 
who was his biggest supporter, 
for his grandma, for his mother 
and for his 24-year-old son, who 
was murdered.

Now he is reconnecting with 
his three other children. He says, 
“By the grace of God, I’ve been 
able to convey to them how much 
they mean to me.”

I ran into so many lives that 
display extraordinary strength 
and resilience. Another one, 
Derek Armstrong, a member of 
Agape, has eight children. He ex-
pected five, but got a set of trip-
lets and a set of twins. He has a 
great sense of humor. He’d have 
to. 

And there’s the man with great 
vision, Steve Floyd, who for un-
explained reasons looked to God 
(or the Universe) and basket-
ball to find his calling to nurture 
young Black men who didn’t see a 
clear path before them. He helped 
found the Agape Movement 40 
years ago, and although his artis-
tic passion for photography tugs 
at him and he has survived a kid-
ney transplant, he continues his 
community work today. 
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P: (651) 454-5311     •     F: (651) 454-1395
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SAME DAY 
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LULA VINTAGE CLOTHING 
1587 SELBY AVENUE 
ST. PAUL, MN 55104
www.lulavintagemn.com
651.644.4110 

LULA VINTAGE CLOTHING 
1587 SELBY AVENUE 
ST. PAUL, MN 55104
www.lulavintagemn.com
651.644.4110 

30:7 resized

*BATHROOMS* Fix bad 
water pressure. Install sinks, tub/tub 

surrounds, toilets & ceramic tile. 

*BASEMENTS* Finish 
basement, family room, bathroom, etc. 

Free est. & design ideas. 612-275-9815

LARRY’S PAINTING
Ext-Int, Spray, Textured. Drywall,

Paper hanging, Skin coating, Water
Damage Repair, Knock Down. Free
estimates. Insured. Family Business.

Over 35 Years Exp. 
651.222.4227

Serving South Minneapolis 
since 1979

      MILES OLSON
     612-419-1056

CONCRETE, BRICK AND 
STONE REPAIR

Small non-profit assisting the 
independence of disabled and 

low income adults throughout the 
metro area is looking for responsible 
workers with reliable cars. Flexible 
schedule/hourly rate of $17. Visit 
website at <beechwoodinc.org>

FENCE / DECKS
New installs, 20 years in Business

ST-Lic# BC581059
FREE Quotes

651-210-1387
Troy’s Decks & Wood Fence

3304 E. Lake St.
Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-729-9095

Fix it again, don’t 
throw it away.

Earth Day should be 
every day!
Store Hours:

12-6pm Wed thru Sun

REPAIR LAIR
www.repairlair.com
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Quality auto RepaiR Since 1961

4522 East Lake Street | Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-3121
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com
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Advertise your 
business in 

Southside Pride!
call  David (612) 822-4662 

or email 
david@southsidepride.com

FREE PARKING
38th & Nicollet / Minneapolis / 612-822-3121
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FREE PARKING
38th & Nicollet / Minneapolis / 612-822-3121

Grilling supplies, patio furniture, air conditioners, 
coolers, wading pools, and all the other things that 

make summer bearable.

FREE PARKING
38th & Nicollet / Minneapolis / 612-822-3121

EXOTIC PETTING ZOO and PONY RIDES  
are sponsored by Nicollet Ace Hardware.

OPEN STREETs

38th and 
 nicollet ave. so.

RENTAL

LAWN &  

GARDEN 

PLUMBING 

ELECTRICAL

KEYS MADE 

GLASS CUT 

PAINT

SUNDAY, SEPT. 24 
11 A.M. – 4 P.M.

EXOTIC PETTING ZOO 
& PONY RIDES FROM 
11 A.M. – 4 P.M.

HARDWARE FLEA MARKET
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13989_9328_ROP.indd   1 8/23/17   10:42 AM

Kiddie Pools now 
in stock

Beat the Heat!

SOLAR INCENTIVES 
ARE SUNSETTING

AFTER 2021

GET THE 22% TAX CREDITGET THE 22% TAX CREDIT
BEFORE IT DISAPPEARSBEFORE IT DISAPPEARS

651-401-8522 
1264 Energy Lane

Saint Paul MN

AllEnergySolar.comsavvy
realtor group

TJ Pierret
tj@cbrealty.com

651.755.6669
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CERTIFIED DIVERSITY SPECIALIST

www.seward.coop

2823 E. Franklin Ave., MPLS   &   317 E. 38th Ave. | MPLS

Hot Bar & Salad Bar 
Now Open
Seward Co-op's daily menus 
oer nourishing culturally 
diverse dishes. We use 95% 
organic ingredient; locally 
sourced whenever available.

C A L L  TO  G E T  STA RT E D

612-543-2222

MENTAL
HEALTH
SCREENINGS

FREE

FOR THOSE UNDER 21

Mental health concerns in young 
adults have skyrocketed over the 
past year. But help is available!


