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Encampment 
policy power 
struggle
BY CAM GORDON

In October, a pow-
er struggle about how 
to respond to groups 
camping outdoors came 
to a head, not only out-
side City Hall between 
city officials and the 
community, but within 
City Hall and the City 
Council itself.

Nearly four months 
have passed since the 
council voted to work 
on a new encampment 
closure policy and none 
has come forward.  
Rather, several forced 
evictions of encamp-
ments have occurred.

Last June, the coun-
cil approved taking up 
Ward 10 Council Mem-
ber Aisha Chughtai’s 
ordinance amendment 
to change temporary 
housing provisions 
relating to development 
of an encampment re-
sponse policy.

In August, a U.S. Dis-
trict Court judge ruled 
that a lawsuit brought 
on behalf of homeless 
people who lost their 
homes during tent en-
campment sweeps could 
continue against the 
Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board and 
allowed claims that the 

BY KAY SCHROVEN

Have you ever wondered how you would fare 
if for unforeseen reasons you became home-
less? You may think it wouldn’t happen be-
cause you have resources and could reach out 
to family and friends for help. But what if you 
couldn’t? What resources would you need? How 
would you access them? How would you stay 
safe? Would you have allies? Whom would you 
trust? Would you opt for a shelter (assuming 
a bed were available)? Maybe sleep on a mat 
or cot alongside many others without shelter? 
Or approach an existing, established camp, per-
haps one with a good reputation regarding safe-
ty and friendliness? 

As homelessness has grown over the years,the 
Huffington Post in 2016 published survival tips 
for the unsheltered including suggestions such 
as: If you’re lucky enough to have a laptop, go 
to FedEx, plug in and stay as long as you’re al-
lowed. Walmart garden sections are pretty good 
for finding a place to hide and rest among the 
plants. Make libraries your friends and move 
from library to library in order to stay in the 

shadows. Weather permitting, public pools are 
often free of charge, and you can get a shower 
and rinse out your clothes in a sink. Veterans of 
homelessness know these things and more. 

Those of you familiar with Maslow’s 1943 hi-
erarchy of needs may remember the pyramid:

1. Food, clothing, SHELTER, sleep, air, water.
2. Safety, health, property, employment.
3. Love/belonging, friendship, family, con-

nection.
4. Esteem, respect, freedom.
5. Self-actualization, desire to be the best you 

VOTE 
vote DFL

or the crazies will win

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Pages 7, 8, 9 & 10

Council Member LaTrisha Vetaw listening to 
homeless constituents
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Lock him up!
BY ED FELIEN 

No, not him.  The other guy, 
Charles Koch. 

Charlie Koch loves doing what 
he’s doing.

He did it to Carter in 1979.  Re-
member the gas shortage, wor-
rying about heating oil supplies 
for the winter? Then, Reagan 
promised a Morning in America.  
It was a clear manipulation of 
oil to create an economic crisis.  
It destroyed Carter. 

Well, Charlie is back at it 
again.  He and the Saudis have 
been business associates for 
more than 60 years.  They both 
want to break Biden and bend 
the Democrats.  The best and 
easiest way to do that is to cut 
off the supply of oil, thereby 

raising gasoline prices, thereby 
justifying corporate price hikes 
everywhere, thereby beginning 
an inflationary spiral. 

Charlie Koch owns almost all 
the pipelines and refineries and 
most of the stocks betting on oil 
in the ground.  He can control 
the price of oil by manipulating 
supply, and, in agreement with 
the Saudis, he is withholding 
supply in violation of the Sher-
man Antitrust Act.  The Sherman 
Act outlaws “every contract, 
combination, or conspiracy in 
restraint of trade,” and any “mo-
nopolization, attempted monop-
olization, or conspiracy or com-
bination to monopolize.”

I sent the following to Sen. 
Klobuchar: 

 
Thu 10/27/2022 8:11 AM
 
Senator Klobuchar, 

Why are there not hearings 
on whether Charles Koch and 
Koch refineries and Koch futures 
trading companies conspired 
with the Saudis to monopolize 
and fix prices in the oil market 
in violation of the Sherman Anti-
trust Act? 

You are Chairwoman of the 
Subcommittee on Competition 
Policy, Antitrust, and Consum-
er Rights, which is tasked with 
oversight of antitrust enforce-
ment at the Department of Jus-

tice and Federal Trade Commis-
sion and monitoring the state 
of competition in a variety of 
industries to help protect con-
sumers.  

It is obvious that Charles 
Koch (through his ownership of 
pipelines, refineries and futures 
stocks) controls almost all of the 
oil produced and transported in 
the U. S.  It is obvious he went 
along with the Saudis in cutting 

down supply to raise prices.
Why isn’t this being investi-

gated by your Subcommittee as 
a clear and deliberate cause of 
inflation? 

Haven’t heard anything back 
from her yet.

On the other hand, on Oct. 31 
President Biden called the oil 
companies war profiteers:  

“It’s time for these companies 

to stop war profiteering, meet 
their responsibilities in this 
country and give the American 
people a break and still do very 
well. 

“My team will work with Con-
gress to look at these options 
that are available to us and oth-
ers.” 

Hey Joe, what about Charlie 
Koch and the Sherman Antitrust 
Act?

Charles Koch

What was the point of Halloween? 
BY ED FELIEN

Our ancient mothers and fa-
thers spent a lot of time looking 
at the sun and the moon. 

They marked when the sun 
would be highest in the sky and 
when it would be lowest.  They 
noted the days halfway between 
the darkness and the light, and 
they made up stories to remind 
themselves of the importance of 
those days, and they named the 
times: winter, spring, summer 
and fall.

And halfway through fall, as a 
reminder of winter, spirits rise 
from the earth to remind us of 

our own mortality.
Halloween is the descendant 

of Samhain, the ancient Celtic 
ritual that celebrated the end of 
the harvest and the beginning of 
winter by three days of drink-
ing mead.  Mead is made from 
fermented honey and rye flour.  
LSD is made from the ergot fun-
gus of rye flour.  This alcoholic 
and probably psychedelic drink 
transported the people of the 
community into an altered state, 
and, for those three days, they 
all believed there was open com-
munication between the living 
and the dead.

Today, this solemn remem-

brance of the dead is commemo-
rated in caricature.  Little ghosts 
and gremlins and mummies 
come to your door to remind you 
of a yawning grave, and you buy 

them off with a piece of candy.  
And the thoughts of death are 
banished by the gift of a small 
chocolate bar.  Some no longer 
observe even this small ritual, 

but leave candy in a bowl out-
side their door, thus avoiding 
any contact with the notion of 
the inevitability of death.
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This colorful mural by artist Melodee Strong spans three exterior walls of Hamdi Restaurant at 818 E. Lake St. The massive mural, covering 3,500 square feet, 
was supported by the Restore-Rebuild-Reimagine fund.

Restore-Rebuild-Reimagine
BY KAY SCHROVEN

On Friday, Oct. 14, Mortenson 
Construction, the Lake Street 
Council and numerous small 
business owners, many of them 
BIPOC, gathered under a big 
white tent at Lake Street and 
Chicago Avenue to celebrate the 
progress made in the restoration 
of Lake Street. There were pho-

to displays of businesses before 
and after reconstruction, speak-
ers, food and beverages, and, of 
course, media coverage. In the 
background were some of the 

beautiful murals created as part 
of the restoration and celebra-
tion of historic Lake Street.

The Restore-Rebuild-Reimag-
ine Fund was established by the 
Minneapolis Foundation, begin-
ning with a $5 million donation 
from Delta Dental. The goal of 
the fund is to assist small busi-
ness owners with external re-
pairs and upgrades. Additional 

companies joined the fund, in-
cluding Target and the Donald-
son Foundation.

David Mortenson, chairman of 
Mortenson Construction, kicked 
things off by describing how he 
and his company got involved in 
the restoration projects follow-
ing the murder of George Floyd 
and the civil unrest, riots and de-
struction that followed. Morten-
son said that he was inspired 
by the small business owners’ 
resilience and commitment to 
their neighborhoods, stating, 
“If people broke into my place 
of business, stole and destroyed 
property, I think I would have 
crawled under a rock.” Not these 
folks, who told him, “Our neigh-
borhoods need us.” Mortenson 
admired the spirit and determi-
nation of those he met who had 
been impacted by the riots. Busi-

nesses that have benefited from 
the project are diverse and some 
were represented at the event. 
They included restaurants, a 
nail and hair salon, a carwash, a 
pizza shop, grocery stores, child 
care providers, a liquor store, 
coffee shops, a laundry service, 
a dental clinic, auto repair and 
services, etc. Indeed, the neigh-
borhood needs them. 

Mortenson described how 
they approached funding, re-
construction plans and the enor-
mous job of bringing numerous 
small businesses back to life. 
Focused efforts raised over $14 
million, allowing assistance 
to 160 businesses. By summer 
2022, 72 properties on Lake 
Street had received a total $3.9 
million in financial assistance.

In addition, two other neigh-
borhoods received reconstruc-
tion assistance including 17 
properties on West Broadway 
($1.6 million) and 32 proper-
ties in the University Avenue/
Midway area ($1.7 million). Tito 
Wilson of Wilson’s Image Bar-
bers & Stylists said, “I couldn’t 
believe it when I was told I was 
getting new windows and aw-
nings – free of charge!  This 
saved me $25,000-$30,000.”

In addition to Mortenson Con-
struction, other construction 
companies were invited and 
joined the reconstruction effort 
including TRI-Construction, 
Ryan Companies, J. Benson Con-
struction, Kraus-Anderson and 
Frana Companies. Additional 
supporters of the ongoing resto-
ration include Thomson Reuters, 
Wells Fargo, the Minneapolis 
Foundation, the City of Minne-
apolis, LynLake Street Art Se-
ries, LISC Twin Cities, Hennepin 
County, the We Love Lake Street 
Fund, and more. 

Allison Starkey, executive di-
rector of the Lake Street Coun-
cil, spoke at the event, pointing 
out that Minneapolis did not 
receive FEMA support because 
the disaster was deemed a hu-

man one, not nature-created 
such as a hurricane or drought. 
“Our goal is not only to restore 
Lake Street but to enhance it 
and create generational wealth 
for the business owners, many 
who are BIPOC and immigrants 
who call Lake Street home.” She 
described how this rich blend 
of cultures, businesses and eth-
nic groups came together with 
a common goal – to stay and re-
build. Starkey also spoke about 
the Lake Street Council’s Place-
making and Activation grant 
program, supporting beautifi-
cation efforts via local artists. 
They have been able to award 
34 grants totaling $540,000. We 
Love Lake Street (a 501c3 non-
profit) produced a lovely hand-
out for the event featuring some 

of the mural artists and images 
of their work including “The 
Healer” at 29th and Clinton Av-
enue, “Ancestors” at 15th and 
East Lake Street, and more.

Representatives of Mercado 
Central, a thriving Latino mar-
ketplace of 35 businesses (food, 
retail and services) since 1997 at 
Lake Street and Bloomington Av-
enue, spoke in both Spanish and 
English about their experiences 
and restoration successes.

In spite of the occasional driz-
zle, the mood at the event was 
sunny, friendly, hopeful and up-
beat as the sun descended beau-
tifully over the colorful murals 
on buildings to the west of Lake 
Street and Chicago Avenue.

Before and after photos of Lake Street businesses were on dis-
play for attendees to see at the Oct. 14 celebration



can be.
Unsheltered people struggle 

for #1. This makes getting to #2 
difficult and so on. In a camp a 
person may at least meet some 
of these needs because there is 
strength in numbers. In some 
camps there is camaraderie, a 
sense of community and belong-
ing. 

At the time of this writing, the 
homeless count for Hennepin 
County is 2,191 people in shel-
ters and 487 who are unshel-
tered, for a total of 2,678.

Fall sweeps

On Sept. 30 the media report-
ed that the city of Minneapo-
lis closed the encampment at 
Bloomington and 28th Street, in 
collaboration with the property 
owner. Those encamped, many 
of them BIPOC, and witness-
es to the camp sweep say they 
were surprised. The outlined 
procedures drafted by the city 
were absent. There are discrep-
ancies regarding when and how 
notices were posted and wheth-
er services were offered, and if 
so, what services? There were 
rumors of the sweep, yet many 
were caught offguard. The police 
surrounded the camp of about 60 
individuals early in the morning, 
blocked traffic in a large radius 
and brought in a SWAT team. 
“It was military style,” said 
Raul, who was watching from 
a nearby bridge. There were at 
least a dozen officers on site. 
Some people reported being giv-
en only five minutes to retrieve 
their possessions before the 
sweep began. Tents were sliced 
open, items such as clothing, 
medication, keys and phones 
were confiscated, and then the 
property was bulldozed with 
front end loaders. One camper 
named Robert said, “Sometimes 
they [social workers] come with 
10 pair of gloves. But we’ve got 
about 60 people here.” 

Policies

Upon contacting the mayor’s 
office to inquire about policies 
and practices concerning clos-
ing encampments, especially 
with winter approaching, I was 
directed to the city’s website. 
There I found an outline of how 
the Homeless Response Team 
(HRT) is supposed to handle the 
closure of encampments as well 
as procedures directed at prop-
erty owners regarding “How to 
handle unsheltered individuals 
on your property.”  The HRT is 
a nameless, faceless group to 
be accessed via a call to 311 or a 
government website. Apparently 
the goal is to intervene early and 
connect campers with resources, 
provide storage free of charge, 
etc. Their work is described as 
a “collaborative, cross depart-
mental, multi-agency effort.” No 
particular departments or agen-
cies are named, however. There 
is an 11-step chart outlining the 
procedure for closing unsanc-
tioned encampments starting 
with “Prioritizing camps to be 
closed,” and ending with “En-
campment closure debriefing 
with operational staff.”  The HRT 
reports visiting the Bloomington 
camp 27 times. Without specific 
names, positions and roles there 
does not seem to be an avenue to 
accountability. Who is the final 
arbiter – Peter Ebnet, Director of 
Policy and Government Affairs, 
which includes the HRT? 

Policy and advice to property 
owners who may have a camp 
growing on or near their proper-
ty appears to be sparse. They are 
advised to post “No Trespass-
ing” signs which can be obtained 
from Neighborhood Crime Pre-
vention online, to contact the 
MPD and to hire private secu-
rity.   Property owners are in-
formed that they are responsible 
for cleaning up their property, 
disposing of needles properly, 
and providing a portable toilet, 
handwashing station and secure 
fencing. This advice is followed 
by a list of fence contractors and 
their contact information.

Community Response

Encampments are not isolated 
from the communities in which 
they’re located. They have long 
been a contentious issue in 
the city as far back as Bohemi-
an Flats, a settlement of about 
1,000 immigrants who camped 
along the Mississippi riverfront 
near the Washington Avenue 
bridge in the early 1900s while 
looking for work. It was cleared 
during the 1920s and ‘30s and 
no visible sign of it remains to-
day, although it is part of the 
city’s documented history. To-
day, online media comments 
give us an overview of individ-
ual community members’ views 
and concerns. Encampments can 
attract drug dealers and users, 
crime and the like. Mai from the 
Phillips neighborhood says, “I 
cannot walk or bicycle with my 
kids anymore because it is not 
safe.” Police report finding sto-
len vehicles, illegal drugs and 
guns in encampments. The city 
reports closing encampments 
when they become “health haz-
ards and a danger to the com-
munity.” Additional online com-
ments from those living near the 
encampment include:

“It was violent and sad.”

“Stop directing hate at the 
homeless and start directing it 

at those in power who can cre-
ate change.”

“Some are taking advantage 
of the city’s vulnerability. They 
want to live this way.”

“What do you expect? We have 
budget cuts in health care, un-
derstaffed and mismanaged po-
lice department, a war on drugs, 
real estate prices dropping here, 
rising there … “

“This issue has brought out 
the ‘Inner Republican’ in me.”

“Don’t make the most vulner-
able your enemy.”

“Solutions, not condemna-
tion.”

Demand for a moratorium

To call attention to the camp 
sweeping issue, tents were set 
up in front of City Hall in early 
October and supporters gath-
ered intermittently for several 
days. When unsheltered people 
become desperate, hungry and 
tired they aren’t much for fol-
lowing the protocols and proce-
dures of City Council meetings. 
Such was the case on Oct. 11 as 
unsheltered folks and their sup-
porters met to make their voices 
heard and present their demand 
for an immediate moratorium 
on encampment evictions (aka 

sweeps) to the City Council’s 
Business, Inspections, Housing 
and Zoning Committee. Mela-
nie spoke up: “I’ve been swept 
three times in eight days. How 
can I plan anything when I’m 
constantly moving and trying 
to keep my few possessions to-
gether?” Some voices struggled, 
while others were loud and ar-
ticulate. Adjectives used were 
not always what you’d call “Dis-
ney-approved.” When Council 
Member Lisa Goodman (Ward 
7) adjourned abruptly, Jason 
Chavez (Ward 9), Aisha Chughtai 
(Ward 10) and LaTrisha Vetaw, 
(Ward 4) stayed to listen.  At one 
point Vetaw stated, “We need the 
talking stick; one person speaks 
at a time.” Clearly Vetaw knows 
some of the representatives of 
the unsheltered community, has 
rapport with them, and knows 
them by name. Yet she made it 
clear she would not sign the re-
quest for moratorium, without 
elaborating on her decision. Vet-
aw invited anyone who wanted 
to continue the conversation to 
make an appointment to meet in 
her office and speak one-on-one. 

An attorney I spoke with re-
cently who works for the rights 
of homeless people pointed out, 
“We have shelters for dogs and 
cats, the Humane Society. We 
feed, water and exercise them.   
We don’t have such for people.” 
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• IN TRANSIT •

BY JOHN CHARLES WILSON

Metro Transit is facing one of 
the worst crises I’ve ever seen, 
and I’ve been a transit fanat-
ic since the 1970s. This crisis 
isn’t caused by a lack of funding 
or ridership, but because of a 
shortage of drivers.

Quite a few routes in the 
Southside Pride readership area 
will be cut beginning on Dec. 3. 
Route 27, which serves 26th and 
28th Streets between Hiawatha 
and I-35W, was suspended as 
of Oct. 15. Routes getting the 
(hopefully temporary) ax this 
winter include:

• The Orange Line will 
run once every half hour instead 
of once every 15 minutes during 
the midday on weekdays.

• Route 94 will run once 
every half hour instead of every 

20 minutes during rush hour.
• Routes 7, 9, 23 and 67 

will run once an hour instead of 
every 30 minutes when it’s not 
rush hour.

• Route 7 will be run by 
a private contractor, which usu-
ally means smaller buses will be 
used and the drivers will either 
be non-union or from a different 
union than the one representing 
Metro Transit drivers.

• Route 46 will be sus-
pended between 46th Street Sta-
tion and Highland Park.

• Route 23 will run once 
an hour instead of every 30 min-
utes when it’s not rush hour, and 
on weekends won’t cross the 
bridge into Highland Park.

• Routes 363 and 755 will 
have some trips suspended.

There is some good news, 

however: The new D Line on 
Chicago Avenue goes into effect 
at the same time all these cuts 
are being made. The D Line will 
be like Route 5, except it won’t 
stop every block. Stops with-
in the Southside Pride read-
ership area will be at 8th and 
Park (southbound), 7th and 
Park (northbound), Chicago and 
14th, Franklin, 24th and 26th, 
Chicago-Lake Transit Center, 
Chicago and 34th, Portland and 
38th (southbound), Park and 
38th (northbound), Chicago 
and 42nd, 46th, 48th, 52nd and 
56th, and Portland and 60th. 
The stops at 38th on Portland 
and Park are temporary until a 
final decision is made on what 
to do with the corner of 38th 
and Chicago, currently known as 
George Floyd Square.

The D Line will run once ev-

ery 10 to 20 minutes, and mostly 
replaces Route 5. However, the 
regular Route 5, stopping every 
block, will still exist, running 
once an hour as far south as 
56th Street. Riders going farther 
south will need to transfer there 
to the D Line. As the original 
plan was to run Route 5 every 
30 minutes, I presume the driv-
er shortage has affected this as 
well.

Metro Transit is hiring bus 
and train drivers and is offer-
ing a bonus to new employees: 
$5,000 if they already have a 
commercial driver’s license, and 
$3,000 if they have a regular 
driver’s license and need a com-
mercial learner’s permit. Half is 
paid when they complete train-
ing and the other half after the 
probationary period. Informa-
tion is available on their web-

site, https://www.metrotransit.
org. I also have information that 
they are raising wages next year 
from a starting level of around 
$21 per hour to about $26 per 
hour.

I fervently hope most South-
side Pride readers don’t suffer 
too much from these extreme 
cuts in transit service. Metro 
Transit has cut service in hard 
times before, but it was usually 
on less-used routes in the sub-
urbs or a bus running at mid-
night with one person on it. 
These cuts seem to be hitting 
Franklin Avenue unusually hard 
and will really impact people go-
ing from the Southside of Min-
neapolis to St. Paul.

Sweep, from page 1
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A reader responds

38th and Chicago

BY TOM ABELES

When a major river meets a 
blockage, the river finds a suit-
able bypass. Similarly, when a 
major blood vessel in a human 
has a blockage, it can result in 
death, or the body finds an alter-
native path. In either case, the 
alternative is problematic.

The route down Chicago Av-
enue in Minneapolis is such a 
path to handle traffic between 
Bloomington to downtown Min-

neapolis. The transit authori-
ties have determined that there 
is sufficient volume to warrant 
pouring concrete for a bus-rapid 
transit line (BRT). That path has 
hit a blockage at 38th and Chica-
go due to recent events around 
the death of George Floyd. A set 
of bypass alternatives for that 
north/south route has been cre-
ated along with an east/west 
route for the bus line on 38th 
Street. Until a suitable set of op-
tions are found to restore traffic 
flow, the alternatives are per-
manent. 

The bypasses create a trans-
portation desert which must be 
traversed by residents during 
both summer weather and the 
inclement weather of Minneso-
ta winters. More importantly, it 
decreases rapid access for fire, 
police, and other emergency 
vehicles, reducing the safety in 
this dead zone, a problem for 
residents who have been seeking 
the opposite, a means of increas-

ing the area’s safety.
The city is in the process of 

negotiating a purchase of the 
Speedway station on the north-
west corner of the 38th and Chi-
cago intersection to own that 
site for development, which 
would then allow the displays 
blocking the intersection to be 
removed and relocated to that 
property. There are many steps 
and questions to realizing this 
alternative with corresponding 
times for reaching that goal. 
This path could take months or 
even years. What are now tem-
porary alternative routes will 
become calcified with all the 
ramifications and concerns of 
transportation and safety within 
the dead zone and impact on its 
residents for their access to pub-
lic transport along with person-
al safety and the value of area 
properties.

As with cardiac blockage, the 
“surgery” required to realize a 
solution needs deft and insight-

ful management and, more im-
portantly, the active cooperation 
of city residents who are affected 
by these blockages. That implies 
that the residents of the dead 
zone are only one group among-
several with a vested interest in 
the successful surgery and re-
covery at that intersection. The 
parties include residents of the 
immediate area, residents of the 
city in general, and groups with 
specific interests in a memorial 
for George Floyd as an individ-
ual and as an icon for singular 
issues.

There are major goals that 
need to be met along the path to 
a resolution. These include:
1. The acquisition of the Speed-

way site and the environmental 
certification.
2.  The decision of what type of 

building(s) will be on the site (to 
retain or demolish the Speedway 
building) and the ownership of 
the asset. The city must retain 
land ownership.

3.  A determination as to who 
will operate and manage the 
site, and where the funds to ac-
quire land, finance any develop-
ment, and finance and manage 
the activities on the site will 
come from.

All of these are time and fi-
nance-dependent and therefore 
there is uncertainty over when 
and how the 38th and Chicago 
intersection will be reopened 
and bus routes 23, 5 and the 
new D-line restored. There are 
also issues concerning what lo-
cal, state and federal agencies 
will be involved. For community 
voices to be heard, what organi-
zations will have standing to ne-
gotiate? If there are third parties 
to have ownership and manage-
mentof the buildings, there are 
additional issues to be settled, 
including the voices of the res-
idents impacted by the current 
situation.

BY ED FELIEN, PUBLISHER 

Bill Cottrell wrote to me, 
“What a one-sided newspaper 
you operate and write for.  I am 
disappointed with your clear 

bias and lack of any effort to 
present a fair and impartial pa-
per.” So I invited Bill to write 
300 words to present his point 
of view.  But first, I want to deal 
with his criticism that we are a 
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Southside Pride Powderhorn Edition is a monthly 
community newspaper delivered on the First Monday 
of the month for free to convenient locations in and 
around the Powderhorn community. We are proud of 
the racial  and cultural diversity of the Southside, and 

we oppose racism and other efforts to keep us 
apart as a community.

If you want to share some news of your church, school 
or organization, please write us at:

Neighborhood Night. This month 
we honor Women’s History 
Month by viewing and discussing 
the documentary “The Fight for 
Women’s Rights,” which looks at 
the stories of two women—one 
who is one of the first female 
commercial airline pilots and one 
who is part of the early women’s 
rights movement. This documen-
tary shows how women used tal-
ent and persistence to overcome 
obstacles. Come, learn and get 
to know neighbors!  Coffee and 
snacks included.  Bring a friend!  
No cost/no registration. For more 
info: www.churchoftheholyname.
org; 612-724-5465.  

Stories of SEVEN Women 
Monday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
The O’Shaughnessy
St. Catherine University
2004 Randolph Ave., St. Paul
In honor of celebrating wom-
en’s vital role in history, The 
O’Shaughnessy is proud to 
present “SEVEN,” a riveting 
documentary play by seven 
female writers based on personal 
interviews with seven remarkable 
women who faced life-threat-
ening obstacles before bringing 
heroic changes to their home 
countries of Pakistan, Nigeria, 
Ireland, Afghanistan, Guatemala, 
Russia and Cambodia. Produced 
by LA Theatre Works, the play 
makes the powerful and timeless 
statement that even in the darkest 
times, one person, one voice, 
and a single act of courage, can 
change the lives of thousands. 
“SEVEN” will be on The 
O’Shaughnessy stage for one 
performance only at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, March 16. Tickets are 
$25-$29 (discounts for students, 
seniors, military, TPT, MPR). Box 
Office: www.theoshaughnessy.
com or 651-690-6700

Zealous Hellions: Taylor Mac
Tuesday, March 17, 7 p.m.
Mixed Blood Theatre

1501 S. 4th St., Mpls.
Mixed Blood Theatre hosts Taylor 
Mac in their newest ZEALOUS 
HELLIONS event. Taylor Mac, 
who uses “judy” (lowercase 
unless at the start of a sentence, 
just like a regular pronoun), 
not as a name but as a gender 
pronoun – is a playwright, actor, 
singer-songwriter, performance 
artist, director and producer. 
Judy’s work has been performed 
on Broadway, the Lincoln Center, 
D.C.’s Kennedy Center and the 
Sydney Opera House. Mac is 
a MacArthur “Genius Grant” 
recipient, a Pulitzer Prize finalist 
for drama, and a Tony-nominated 
playwright. Mac will discuss art, 
gender, expression and last year’s 
Broadway experience with the 
show “Gary: A Sequel to Titus 
Andronicus”in conversation with 
Jeremy Cohen, the Producing 
Artistic Director of the Play-
wrights’ Center. Mac and Cohen 
will debate, connect and theorize 
with each other on stage which, 
in combination with audience 
energy and participation, will 
result in humor, inspiration and 
wisdom.   
Guaranteed admission for $25, 
become a member, or attend 
without charge on a first-come-
first-served basis via Radical 
Hospitality. For reservations or 
more info, call 612-338-0937 or go 
to https://mixedblood.com/event/
zhtaylormac/.

Sick Lit: A Writing Workshop
Saturday, March 21
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nokomis Library
5100 34th Ave. S., Mpls.
An open writing workshop for 
artists and writers interested 
in writing and reading around 
chronic illness. No previous expe-
rience needed. FREE. Workshops 
will be lead by writer, editor, 
and teaching artist Lara Mimosa 
Montes in the library meeting 
room. For more info and to RSVP, 
please write: MplsWritingWork-
shops@gmail.com

Arbeit Opera Theatre presents
“The Rape of Lucretia”
March 20-21, 7:30 p.m.
March 22, 4 p.m.
Southern Theater
1420 Washington Ave. S., Mpls.
AOT will present “The Rape of 
Lucretia” by Benjamin Britten 
on March 20- 22 at the historic 
Southern Theater in Minneapolis. 
The production will be presented 
in English with English superti-
tles, and features an all-Minneso-
ta cast, crew and orchestra. “The 
Rape of Lucretia” was the first of 
Britten’s chamber operas and is 
based upon the ancient Roman 
tragedy of Lucretia. As with most 
of Britten’s operatic storytelling, 
Lucretia portrays the struggle of 
an individual against a hostile 
society. The story unfolds during 
a time of war when Rome is ruled 
by an Etruscan king who ascend-
ed to power through force. It is in 
this hostile society that Lucretia’s 
body is used as a tool for political 
ambition and power. AOT’s pro-
duction will be set untradition-
ally in an ambiguous time and 
place, focusing this story through 
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Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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World Premiere of 
“Spamtown, USA”
Now through April 5
Children’s Theatre Company
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 
Children’s Theatre Company 
(CTC) is proud to announce the 
world premiere production of 
“Spamtown, USA,” running Feb. 
16 through April 5, written by 
Philip Dawkins and directed by 
Will Davis. The playwright met 
with and interviewed 25 people 
who were children in the city of 
Austin, Minn., during the P-9 
Strike against Hormel in the 
1980s to gather their stories and 
perspectives. The play explores 
how pivotal events that occurred 
during the strike affected relation-
ships inside and between three 
families. While five kids dream 
of space camp, tennis teams, and 
out-of-state college, they find 
their families and community 
suddenly divided by picket lines 
and opposing agendas. This is 
the story of having the strength 
to stand up for what you believe 
in, the challenge that comes in 
disagreeing with those you love, 
and the humor that helps keep 
friendships alive. The show is 
recommended for everyone ages 
9 and up. Ticket prices range 
from $15 through $71 (subject to 
change) with ACT Pass tickets for 
$5. For more information, visit us 
online at www.childrenstheatre.
org or call the ticket office at 612-
874-0400.

March at Bryant-Lake Bowl
Bryant-Lake Bowl
Cabaret Theater
810 W. Lake St., Mpls.
The Theater of Public Policy

Mondays, March 9 and 23
April 6 and 20
May 4 and 18
7 p.m. (doors at 6 p.m.)
Presented by Danger Boat 
Productions
Learn AND laugh with The 
Theater of Public Policy! Each 
show, we host an expert guest for 
a live on-stage discussion on a 
big issue, topic or idea. Then the 
cast brings the conversation to 
life through entirely unscripted 
improv comedy theater. Tickets 
$15/$12 in advance or with Fringe 
button/$60 season pass (over the 
phone only). More info at https://
www.bryantlakebowl.com/the-
ater/the-theater-of-public-policy-
57/?mc_id=1749
Courtney Pauroso: Gutterplum
Friday, March 27, 7 p.m. 
Presented by Spit Take Comedy 
Series
A smash hit at the 2019 Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival, “Gutter-
plum” is an unclassifiable whirl-
wind of physical comedy and 
theater from LA-based comedian 
and “dangerously delightful” 
clown Courtney Pauroso. “An 
intense and hilarious journey...an 
hour of utter chaos that somehow 
portrays a deep life-spanning 
story.” $18/$15 in advance. More 
info and tickets:
https://www.bryantlakebowl.
com/theater/courtney-pauro-
so-gutterplum/?mc_id=1747

Dan Pfeiffer presents
“Un-Trumping America”
Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m.
The Parkway Theater
4814 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Dan Pfeiffer, New York Times 
bestselling author and co-host of 

“Pod Save America,” comes to the 
Parkway in celebration of his new 
book, “Un-Trumping America: A 
Plan to Make America a De-
mocracy Again.” Join us for this 
energizing reading and book sign-
ing! Each ticket includes a copy of 
Pfeiffer’s new book. “Un-Trump-
ing America” is a sharp political 
playbook for how Democrats can 
take on Trump, McConnell, Fox 
News, and the rest of the right-
wing circus dominating American 
politics. The book dismantles 
toxic Trumpism and offers a 
way forward. The event with 
be moderated by special guest 
Alyssa Mastromonaco. Sponsored 
by Magers & Quinn Booksellers. 
For more info and tickets: https://
www.magersandquinn.com/
event.

“Redwood”
March 11-April 11
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.
Sundays, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
The Jungle Theater
2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls.
The Jungle Theater is excited to 
present “Redwood,” an astute 
new play brimming with com-
edy, wit and dance. Written by 
Brittany K. Allen and directed 
by H. Adam Harris, this singular 
American story is about learning 
to live and love in a present that’s 
enmeshed in a dark past. In this 
razor-sharp, humor-filled tale, a 
Hip-Hop dance class Greek Cho-
rus and opinionated long-dead 
ancestors help guide the relation-
ship between Meg and Drew, an 
interracial couple whose lives are 
rocked when Meg’s Uncle Stevie 
discovers Drew is from the family 
that enslaved her relatives in 
antebellum Kentucky. Tickets and 
more information are available at 
612-822-7063 or www.junglethe-
ater.org.

The Fight for Women’s Rights
Thursday, March 12
7 to 8:30 p.m.
Holy Name Church
(Garvey Hall)
3637 11th Ave. S., Mpls.
Everyone is welcome to attend 
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directed by TOM QUAINTANCE

Twelfth Night
Final 2 Weeks!
Must close March 22

A romantic Shakespeare comedy
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biased and one-sided newspa-
per.  All news is reported from a 
point of view.  The Star Tribune 
reports news from the perspec-
tive that the status quo is good.  
We generally report news from 
the point of view that the status 
quo needs changing.  It’s a mis-
take to believe that just because 
you agree with the perspective 
of a newspaper, that doesn’t 
mean the newspaper is not bi-
ased.  It just means you agree 
with that basic analysis. 

Failing cities—what to do? 

BY BILL COTTRELL 

Google any major city.  They 
are all facing incredible prob-
lems with homelessness, crime, 
record drug overdoses, low 
morale among city employees, 
including police, while educa-
tion scores are dropping.  I just 
read about San Francisco, Phil-
adelphia, Houston, Detroit and 
Atlanta.  Include Minneapolis/
St. Paul.  Folks do not feel safe. 
Homelessness is on the rise.  

Students do not feel safe.  
Check out 38th and Chicago.  Go 
there at 9 p.m. or even during the 
day.  Do you feel safe?  I doubt it.  
Lawlessness.  Not enough police 
to round up the bad guys.  Mur-
ders in the Twin Cities may be 
slightly down since last year’s 
onslaught, but reports of gun 
shots echo through the night.  
Street racing and carjackings 
abound. 

Does the fact that single moms 
raise their children with little 
income affect crime?  You bet it 
does.  You do not need a statis-
tician to see what is happening.  
Our morality is suffering.  Peo-
ple do what they have to do to 
get by.  An ounce of prevention is 

worth a pound of cure was what 
Ben Franklin suggested to Phil-
adelphians in 1736.  We seem to 
have lost that idea.  We are a so-
ciety that reacts instead of acts. 

So as my dad said—do good 
things!  Don’t do dumb things.  
Love your neighbor.  Actions 
speak louder than words (such 
as these). 

Get involved, work hard, be 
diligent, be humble, don’t accept 
the status quo, and for heaven’s 
sake only resort to government 
aid and public assistance when 
all else fails.  Be resourceful, 
find a job or create a job.  Get 
up early, be healthy and be wise. 

I just don’t know what else to 
say.  We can’t just sit and listen.  
We can’t just be idle while our 
cities crumble. 

God bless!
 

Bill Cottrell is a former resident 
of South Minneapolis for 30 
years. 

Feedback from Ed Felien: 

Bill, I’m quite disappointed.  
You don’t define the problem.  
You don’t offer concrete solu-
tions.  All you offer us are your 
father’s aphorisms—“Do good 
things.” 

What does that mean? 
I’m sure we have different no-

tions of “good things.”
But we do know what the 

problem is. 
We know what causes home-

lessness and crime.  
Poverty.  
And we know what causes 

poverty—the unequal distribu-
tion of goods and services.

There’s enough to go around.  
We just have to learn how to be-
come better at sharing it. 

Andrew Yang, the founder 

of the Forward Party, wants to 
give every U.S. citizen $1000 
a month.  Would that solve the 
problem of poverty, crime and 
homelessness?  Probably not.  
Drug addicts would spend it on 
drugs.  Alcoholics would spend 
it on alcohol, and single par-
ent moms still wouldn’t have 
enough for rent.

No.  The answer isn’t in giving 
poor people money.  The answer 
is in making money unneces-
sary.  

Three of the biggest expenses 
for a family are shelter, health 
care and education. 

We need much more public 
housing where rents are one-
fourth of your monthly income.

We need free medical care for 
everybody.  We already have this 
for the very poor.  If you have 
no money, Allina hospital has 
to take you in because they re-
ceived federal money from the 
Hill-Burton Act that stipulated 
they have to provide medical 
services to those unable to pay.  
The rich and the very poor have 
medical care.  We need it for ev-
erybody.

We need free public education 
at colleges and universities.

And I am offended by your 
racist fearmongering about 38th 
and Chicago.  I live six blocks 
away.  My nieces and nephews 
live four doors down from Cup 
Foods.  We like it just fine. 



BY TONY BOUZA 

The days of our lives are num-
bered.

But, short of suicide, we don’t 
know what that number is.  My 
best estimate would be 26,645 
days (73 X 365). 

So, what to make of it? 
As I think on it a very few 

items stand out—triumphs and 
disasters. 

One such was Sept. 28, 1976. 
A defining moment—only not 

in a good way.  As the Buddhist 
said —“I’ve had a great life, only 
this wasn’t it.” 

And on that fall day? 
I thought it wouldn’t go well, 

but I hoped to salvage my career.  
I failed. 

The times were parlous. 
New York City was in turmoil. 
Cops had been laid off—by the 

thousands.  They hadn’t had a 
contract in years and exercised 
their febrile imaginations by 
pissing on the mayor’s lawn and 
paralyzing traffic with raucous, 
anarchic marches.  Criminal 
acts came easily to this nihil-
ist group.  The knowledge that 
they are above the law is a nev-
er-mentioned truism.  I’ve seen 
them break it with absolute im-

punity. 
In City Hall sat the supreme 

bookkeeper raised to bureau-
cratic grayness and green-shad-
ed cynicism. 

In police headquarters ruled a 
posturing fool.  Central casting’s 
darling—an Irish Catholic wiz-
ard bearing the name of a fish—
ichthyology at its most absurd.

[Can you guess the names of 
the mayor and the chief?  An-
swer at the end of the essay.] 

A mayor and a police com-
missioner totally out of their 
depths.  Cities pay heavily for 
such luxuries. 

So, on Sept. 28, 1976, my ca-
reer—and I’d climbed nine ranks 
to rule the Bronx—would col-
lapse in shambles. 

Muhammad Ali was to fight 
for the heavyweight champi-
onship of the world in Yankee 
Stadium.  He won; Norton and 

I lost. 
The cops had announced that 

their next riot would center 
there. 

I was cooked. 
My feeble efforts (I wanted 

to photograph the events) were 
publicly scuttled by the police 
commissioner.  He loved cops—I 
loved them too, only critically. 

Cops—1,300 of them—
stomped, surrounded and riot-
ed. Confused fight-goers were 
beset by the feral children of 
the Bronx attracted to the chaos.  
Wealth and power shocked by 
the underclass.  Brief and rare 
encounters.

The cops assigned to me did 
nothing but wait for their tour’s 
end to join their rioting breth-
ren.  Events were in the saddle. 

The publicity was awful, and 
the police commissioner was not 
one to suffer a mayor’s wrath.  I 

was pushed out the door.
The travesty was heightened 

by a tiny but very curious event. 
I used a command vehicle that 

contained a 6-foot by 6-foot of-
fice for my use.  Little more than 
a closet.  My boss said a priva-
cy-loving celebrity wanted se-
clusion and ordered me to put 
him up until fight time. 

Thus did I spend about 30 
minutes with the very personi-
fication of elegance in America’s 
life. 

Cary Grant and I never ex-
changed a single word—or even 
a perfunctory greeting or good-
bye. 

So ended my quarter-century 
career in America’s largest po-
lice department.  A fittingly ig-
nominious end. 

[Abraham Beame was mayor 
and Michael Codd was police 
commissioner.] 

board unlawfully seized and 
destroyed property to move 
ahead.

More recently, in October, 
the council held discussions 
on the city/county strategy to 
respond to homelessness and 
took public comment on the 
city’s response to encampment 
closures at two separate com-
mittee meetings.

On Oct. 13, the Minneapolis 
Advisory Committee on Hous-
ing passed a resolution urging 
the City Council and mayor to 
stop evictions of encampments.

Then, at the Oct. 19 City 
Council meeting, three of the 
newer members, Chughtai, 
Jason Chavez (Ward 9), and 
Elliot Payne (Ward1), brought 
forward a series of proposals 
to move the city toward what 
Payne called a “common sense 
humane approach to encamp-
ments.”

“We are playing whack-a-
mole with people’s lives,” said 
Ward 2 Council Member Robin 
Wonsley. “We are literally 
destroying people’s items even 
though courts have told us 
not to, and we are doing this 
while we are fully aware of the 
harmful impacts it has on the 
unhoused.”

The first proposal was to 
stop the forced removals for six 
months and get a report on the 
full costs and health impacts of 
these evictions.

“Over the last few weeks, 
several encampments have 
been forcibly removed with a 
heavily-armed police presence, 
resulting in the destruction and 
loss of unsheltered residents’ 
belongings, several arrests of 
community members, and the 
creation of new encampments 
or growth of other existing 
ones,” said Chughtai. “Fur-
ther, taxpayer dollars that are 
allocated for essential city 
services – police, fire, public 
works – are instead rerouted to 
assist in the planning and exe-
cution of these forced evictions. 

In a time when we are faced 
with serious shortages of staff 
across departments, it is a poor 
use of our already-limited city 
resources.”

The moratorium propos-
al failed on a 5-8 vote with 
the now familiar group of 
five: Payne, Wonsley, Chavez, 
Chughtai and Jeremiah Ellison 
(Ward 5) voting yes and the 
remaining eight voting no. 

However, the directive for 
city staff to provide the council 
with an analysis of costs and 
health impacts of the forced 
closures within six months 
passed on a 9-4 vote, with 
Council Members Jamal Osman 
(Ward 6), Andrea Jenkins 
(Ward 8), Emily Koski (Ward 
11) and Andrew Johnson (Ward 
12) joining the five.

The second proposal was au-
thored by Payne and called for 
updating the closure process to 
include counting of the number 
of residents in an encampment, 
giving notice of the closure to 
elected officials and social ser-
vices partners, and storage of 
residents’ belongings. It failed 
with the same 5-8 divide.

“Evicting encampment res-
idents who are experiencing 
unsheltered homelessness and 
seizing and destroying their 
personal property without 
ensuring they have adequate 
alternatives and resources 
does not solve anything,” wrote 
Payne about his proposal. “I 
think everyone agrees our 
current policies and practices 
around encampments are not 
working for anybody.”

The third encampment pro-
posal at the meeting, brought 
forward by Chavez, directed 
city staff to analyze the exist-
ing practices of the city and 
make recommendations by the 
end of the year for non-police 
or minimal police involvement 
in future camp closures. That 
motion passed on an 8-5 vote, 
with Osman, Jenkins and John-
son joining the group of five in 
support.

On Oct. 25, however, Mayor 

Jacob Frey vetoed both the ac-
tions that passed. He said that 
the wording did “not comport 
with the separation of powers 
in our government structure 
under Charter” and referred 
to a new provision passed in 
2021 that says the council may 
not “usurp, invade, or interfere 
with the Mayor’s direction or 
supervision of the administra-
tion” and may not “attempt or 
purport to direct or supervise” 
executive branch employees. 
The actions will come back to 
the council at their next meet-
ing on Nov. 3. Nine votes are 
needed to override a veto. 

Sheila Delaney, a housing 
advocate originally from New 
Orleans, was at the council 
meeting and has thought a 
great deal about encampment 
policies. She worked exten-
sively to help the city respond 
to encampments during the 
pandemic and was an advocate 
for the creation of the Avivo 
tiny-home indoor village now 
operating in Minneapolis.

Delaney is concerned that 
the city allows encampments 
to linger too long without any 
interventions related to safety. 
“Then the inevitable issues de-
velop and the city steps in with 
massive force to address what 
they had left unaddressed in 
some cases for years,” she said.

Delaney points to one en-
campment closure that was 
on private property that could 
serve as a model for a new 
policy. With the cooperation 
of the property owner, and the 
involvement of the city and 
county working with a non-
profit shelter provider, it was 
closed peacefully with no police 
involvement. It included the 
leadership and coordination of 
the American Indian Commu-
nity Development Corporation, 
which established a service 
center at the camp with cul-
turally specific security, onsite 
internet service, and social 
service workers coming to do 
individualized assessments and 
develop alternative housing 

plans for the campers. Delaney 
recalls how the camp ended 
with “the incredibly peaceful 
and successful three-week ser-
vice deployment by AICDC at 
the encampment in Seward on 
private property.”

As the city is considering 
new policies for camp closures, 
Delaney said that the most 
important things to consider 
include “services, equal en-
forcement of the law, centering 
vulnerable people, culturally 
specific interventions,” and 
centering efforts on the “people 
experiencing homelessness.”

“I believe that the most 
important things are accessi-
ble services being consistently 
present and the drive to make 
encampments obsolete rath-
er than just close them only 
to force people to simply set 
up somewhere else,” Delaney 
said. “We have to bolster public 
housing and innovations re-
lated to reducing development 
and construction costs. Also, 
we need safe injection sites.”

When asked about the Avivo 
indoor village project, Del-
aney said “it’s fantastically 
successful and actually Duluth 
has followed their model and 
is adding to it in that they are 
serving the same number of 
people (100) but are creating 
four different 25-bed sites that 
are culturally specific.”

Clearly the council will be 
continuing to work on this in 
the future. Even a moratorium 
could be revisited. 

At the end of the council 
meeting, after all the votes 
had been taken, Wonsley 
announced that she will be 
proposing amendments to the 
city’s temporary housing ordi-
nance that prohibits camping 
in the city. “City attorneys have 
suggested that amending this 
ordinance would provide us 
the legislative path to pausing 
these evictions until a plan to 
deal with unhoused individuals 
in a humane outcome-based 
way is brought forward,” Wons-
ley said.
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BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

Your holiday events guide – 
random and quirky

There are SO MANY events 
to share this year, the whole 
thing will be presented in 
list format. For online ticket 
sales, I’ll provide the name 
(search term) for the web-
site only. If in-person or 
phone ONLY ticket sales, that 
will be noted. In most cas-
es, both the phone number 
(and sometimes email also) 
and the location and hours 
of the box office are given on 
the ticketing website or web 
page.

Ticket prices are most-
ly not given. Be sure and 
ask about senior and chil-
dren’s discounts, and also 
pay-what-you-can programs. 
Specific times are given only 
for single events, with a date 
span given for theater runs 
and series. The following 
lists are in date order. If the 
presenting organization does 
not have its own venue, the 
venue will be given after the 
organization.  

Plays, revues, musicals

•  How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas – Children’s The-
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atre – Nov. 8 thru Jan. 8, 2023 
– tickets online or by phone or 
at the Children’s Theatre box 
office. Based on a children’s 
book by Dr. Seuss.  

•  A Christmas Carol – Guth-
rie Theater – Nov. 12 thru Dec. 
31 – tickets online or by phone 
or at the Guthrie Theater box 
office. This is the same adap-
tation that debuted last year 
and is directed by the artistic 
director, Joseph Haj. 

•  Mysterious Affair at Styles 
– Theatre in the Round – Nov. 
18 thru Dec. 18 – tickets online 

or by phone or at the Theatre 
in the Round box office. Based 
on a 1920 novel by Agatha 
Christie, this tale marks the 
first appearance of the icon-
ic Belgian detective Hercule 
Poirot. 

•  Georgiana and Kitty: 
Christmas at Pemberley – 
Jungle Theater – Nov. 19 thru 
Dec. 23 – tickets online or by 
phone or at the Jungle box of-
fice. This is the third episode 
in a series, but you don’t need 
to have seen 1 and 2. (It helps 
if you are familiar with Jane 
Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, 

though.) 
•  A Servant’s Christmas – 

History Theatre – Nov. 19 thru 
Dec. 18 – tickets online or by 
phone or at the History The-
atre box office. The play is set 
in a Summit Avenue stately 
home in the year 1899. It was 
first performed in 1980, when 
the History Theatre was only 
one year old. 

•  Black Nativity – Penum-
bra Theatre – Nov. 29 thru 
Dec. 24 – tickets online or by 
phone or at the Penumbra box 
office. This is one of the most 
revered holiday events in the 

Twin Cities, so if you haven’t 
seen it yet, make it a priority. 
As we have learned, these cul-
tural gems don’t always last 
forever. 

•  Christmas at the Local 
– Theater Latte Da – Nov. 29 
thru Jan.1, 2023 – tickets on-
line or by phone or at the 
Latte Da box office. A world 
premiere, featuring Dylan 
Thomas’ “A Child’s Christmas 
in Wales,” composed by Cerys 
Matthews and Mason Neely 
and “The Longing for Amaz-
ing Peace,” music by Chastity 
Brown and lyrics by Dr. Maya 
Angelou. On a cold winter’s 
night, a group of locals gath-
er to raise a glass and play a 
tune, calling forth the spirit of 
the holidays through story and 
song.  

•  A Christmas Carol : A 
Ghost Story – Wayward The-
atre Company at the James J. 
Hill House –  Nov. 30 thru Jan. 
1, 2023 – tickets online ONLY 
thru an app on the Wayward 
Theatre website (but there is 
an email address if you have 
problems or need to cancel). 
This is a walking performance 
where audiences will move 
with the troupe throughout 
the house. 

•  The Snowy Day – Park 
Square Theatre – Dec. 1 thru 
Dec. 23 – tickets online or by 
phone or at the Park Square 
box office. The play is based 
on the wildly popular chil-

dren’s books by Ezra Keats. 
•  Christmas Carol Kram-

pus – Classics Lost ‘n’ Found 
Theater Company at Lake No-
komis Presbyterian Church – 
Dec. 9 thru Dec. 17 (Fridays 
and Saturdays only). NOTE: 
tickets are NOT sold online 
but are available only at the 
door and only cash or checks 
accepted. Call 612-724-4539 
if you need more information. 
(They do have a website.) 

•  Cancel Cultured Pearls 
with Miss Richfield – Illusion 
Theater at Center for the Per-
forming Arts – Dec. 9 thru 
Dec. 18 – tickets online ONLY 
(all tickets are e-tickets which 
you print and bring or display 
from your smartphone). Start 
on the Illusion Theater web-
site and use the “View Calen-
dar” option to access tickets. 
“Miss Richfield 1981 returns 
to bring her annual, always 
irreverent, always different 
every night Holiday Pro’grum 
back to Illusion.”

•  Basement Ladies – Troupe 
America (previously Plymouth 
Playhouse) at the Ames Cen-
ter – ongoing now thru Feb. 
15, 2023 – tickets online thru 
Ticketmaster (link on web-
site) or in person at the Ames 
Center box office. This is a 
long-running comedy series, 
and each year is a little differ-
ent. Troupe America is one of 
three resident companies at 
the Ames Center in Burnsville. 
Music events

•  Xmas by the Pool: Trail-
er Trash’s Trashy Little Xmas 
Show – Trailer Trash at the 
Parkway Theater – Dec. 3 only 
– tickets online at the Parkway 
website.

•  Xmas by the Pool: Trail-
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er Trash’s Trashy Little Xmas 
Show – Trailer Trash at the 
Hook & Ladder Theater and 
Lounge – Dec. 9 only – tickets 
online or at the Hook & Ladder 
box office.

•  Ginger Commodore: 

Christmas With A Whole Lot-
ta Soul – Chanhassen Dinner 
Theatres – Dec. 14, shows at 
1 p.m. and 8:15 p.m. – tickets 
online at the Chanhassen Din-
ner Theatres website. 

•  Greg Brown “Retirement 
Party” with Bo Ramsey – Ce-
dar Cultural Center – Dec. 16 
at 8 p.m. – call the Cedar’s 
box office at 612-338-2674 for 
tickets and more information.

Films

New category this year! 
These are all in the Parkway 
Theater’s Christmas Movies+ 
series. You can buy individual 
tickets online at the Parkway 
website, or at the door. You 
can also buy a series pass for 
significant savings.  

• Gremlins (1984) with 
pre-movie live music by The 
Orange Goodness – Dec. 1, 7 
p.m. music, 8 p.m. film.

• Bad Santa (2003) with 
pre-movie Bad Santa Costume 
Contest – Dec. 8, 7:30 p.m. 

costume contest, 8 p.m. film.
•  National Lampoon’s 

Christmas Vacation (1989) 
with pre-movie live music by 
Ben Cook-Feltz – Dec. 22, 7 
p.m. music, 8 p.m. film.

•  Die Hard (1988) with 
pre-movie debate: “Is this a 
Christmas movie?” – Dec. 23, 
7:30 p.m. debate, 8 p.m. film.

•  Love, Actually (2003) with 
pre-movie live music by Simon 
Husbands – Dec. 29, 7 p.m. 
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Gutter hooks

Outdoor
timers

See Holiday, page 10



music, 8 p.m. film.

Dance

•  Cirque Dreams Holidaze 
– Hennepin Theatre Trust at 
the Orpheum Theatre – Nov. 
25 & 26 – tickets from the 
Hennepin Theatre Trust web-
site or the State Theatre box 
office. 

•  Nutcracker Ballet – Hen-
nepin Theatre Trust at the 
Orpheum Theatre – Dec. 2 & 
3 –tickets from the Hennepin 
Theatre Trust website or the 
State Theatre box office. 

•  Ballet Minnesota pres-
ents its 34th annual The 

Classic Nutcracker – The 
O’Shaughnessy at St. Cather-
ine University – Dec. 16 thru 
Dec. 18 – tickets available 
online at The O’Shaughnessy 
website. Enjoy the return of 

this classic seasonal favorite 
which has become a family 
holiday tradition.

•  Loyce Houlton’s Nut-
cracker Fantasy – Minnesota 
Dance Theatre at the State 
Theatre – Dec. 16 thru 23 
– tickets available at Tick-
etmaster (Minnesota Dance 
Theatre) or at the State The-
atre box office. 

•  MDT Nutcracker Fes-
tivi-Tea – Minnesota Dance 
Theatre at the Minneapolis 
Club – Dec. 23, 12:30 to 2 p.m. 
– tickets available through 
Eventbrite (MDT) for this 
fundraising tea party to co-
incide with the 3 p.m. per-
formance of the Nutcracker 
the same day. (Purchase Nut-
cracker tickets separately.) 
Attending the tea party also 
gets you VIP status and perks 
at the show. 

Markets and fairs

Most of these are free ad-
mission, as far as I know. 
Most also include food for 
purchase. 

•  Walker/New City Church 
Holiday Art Fair – Walker 
United Methodist Church – 
Nov. 19 & 20. 

•  Excelsior Christkindl-
markt – City of Excelsior at 
Municipal Lot behind Excel-

sior Brewing – Nov. 25 thru 
27.

•  European Christmas 
Market St. Paul – City of St. 
Paul at Union Depot – Nov. 25 
thru Dec. 18 (weekends).

•  Handmade Holiday Mar-
kets – Minneapolis Craft 
Markets at Lakes and Leg-
ends Brewing – Nov. 26, Dec. 
3 & Dec. 10.

•  Roseville Holiday Craft 
Fair – Harriet Alexander Na-
ture Center at Roseville City 
Hall – Dec. 3 & 4.

Miscellaneous

•  Ephemeral and Eternal: 
Holiday Paper Ornaments 
from the Soviet Union – ex-
hibit at the Museum of Rus-
sian Art – Nov. 12 thru Jan. 
15, 2023. Tickets are avail-
able at Eventbrite for the 
opening reception (Nov. 12, 7 
to 9 p.m.).

•  Sip and Wrap (21+) – Bit-
ter North Studio at Casket 
Arts in Northeast Minne-
apolis – Dec. 7 & Dec. 14, 6 
p.m. Learn creative wrapping 
techniques and go nuts with 
pompoms, tinsel, tassels, 
bottle brush trees, bows and 
more. Bring up to five items/
boxes to wrap and an ID. 
Wrap materials and fine wine 
are included in the $65 tick-
et, available via Eventbrite.  
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REPAIR LAIR
www.repairlair.com

Use it again, don’t 
throw it away.

Earth Day should be 
every day!

COVID 19
Store Hours:

12-6pm Wed thru Sun

3304 E. Lake St.
Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-729-9095

Why Buy New
When

Used Will Do!
Store Hours:

11-6pm Wed thru Sun

We offer a discount card for all of our customers. 
For only $15 a year, you can join our highly exclusive 

club and save 10% on every regular purchase!

In the Hub Shopping Center
26 W. 66th St.

See our Great New Location in 
the Hub Shopping Center

26 W. 66th St.
We offer a discount card for all of our customers. 

For only $15 a year, you can join our highly exclusive 
club and save 10% on every regular purchase!

612-798-3936
26 W. 66th St.

Richfield, MN 55423

763-593-1223
3532 Winnetka Ave. N.
New Hope, MN 55427

Stop in one of our three locations with over 500,000 back 
issues and all the newest and coolest stuff, we’re bound 

to have plenty of things to excite your senses!

612-798-3936
26 W. 66th St.

Richfield, MN 55423

763-593-1223
3532 Winnetka Ave. N.
New Hope, MN 55427

   NEW HOPE STORE      RICHFIELD STORE      JORDAN STORE
952-492-7870 

224 Broadway St S,
Jordan, MN 55352

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS

Cancel Cultured Pearls with Miss Richfield 1981

 Lou Bellamy, founder of Penumbra Theatre, with daughter 
Sarah Bellamy, current artistic director

Holiday, from page 9

‘A Christmas Carol’ at the Guthrie Theater in 2021

PASTRY SHOP
HOLIDAY  BOGO!

expires 1/15/20expires 1/31/23



Armistice Bells: A Prayer Service for 
Peace on Veteran’s Day
Friday, Nov. 11, 11 a.m. to noon
St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church
4537 3rd Ave. S., Mpls.
A Veteran’s Day Prayer Service for 
Peace in the church.  Join us for this 
meaningful time of stories, music 
and prayer as we recommit to being 
a people of peace. Hospitality follow-
ing the service. www.saintjoanofarc.
org

Overcoming Racism: The Power of 
Truth-Telling
Friday, Nov. 11, 8 a.m. to 4: 30 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 12, 9 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.
In-person and online options
Metro State University
700 E. 7th St., St. Paul
Overcoming Racism: The Power of 
Truth Telling is the theme of this 
year’s FREC (Facilitating Racial Eq-
uity Collaboration) conference. The 
theme reflects the power and im-
portance of truth-telling as we work 
to become anti-racists and create 
anti-racist communities, systems and 
organizations. Truth-telling can be 
done in many ways – through stories, 
the arts, protests, community orga-
nizing, staff development, communi-
ty forums, curricula, etc. Truth-telling 
includes highlighting the strengths, 
resiliency and contributions of BIPOC 
individuals and communities, as well 
as their experiences throughout 
history told through their lenses. The 
conference features keynote speaker 
Kao Kalia Yang, author of “The 
Latehomecomer,” and entertainment 
keynote JUSTMove. Learn more and 
register at https://overcomingracism.
swoogo.com/frec2022/2517855. 

The Johnson Symposium on Faith 
and Society: Water is Life
Friday, Nov. 11, 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 12, 9 a.m. to noon
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
2730 E. 31st St., Minneapolis
The Johnson Symposium on Faith 
and Society is an annual event in 
which a leading theologian, scholar, 
and/or practitioner leads conver-
sations over a two-day period on 
important issues facing the church 
and society today. This symposium 
features Winona LaDuke and Dr. Di-
ane Jacobson. For more information 
and to register, go to https://htlcm-
pls.org/johnson-symposium/.

Community Conversations on Race 
& Inclusion 
Sundays, Nov. 13 and Dec. 11, 
3 to 6 p.m.
Hamline Church
1514 Englewood Ave., St. Paul
A Community Conversation on Race 
& Inclusion will take place on two 
Sundays, Nov. 13 and Dec. 11, at 
Hamline Church with a film screening 
of The Colin Kaepernick Story, Parts 1 
and 2: “What set a sports-mad teen-
ager on the path to becoming a civil 
rights standard bearer?” A discussion 
will follow screening of the movie. 
Open to all, but registration is re-
quested at https://www.eventbrite.
com/cc/community-conversa-
tions-on-race-inclusion-1115669.

The Listening Ear at Living Spirit: 
Mental Health for Everyone
Wednesday, Nov. 16, 6:30 p.m.
In-person and online
Living Spirit United Methodist Church
4501 Bloomington Ave., Mpls.
Living Spirit offers a monthly night 
of mental health education and 
check-ins on third Wednesdays. The 
event on Nov. 16 begins at 6:30 p.m. 
with a half-hour session on domes-
tic violence led by Jireh Miller (MA, 
LMHCA), followed by some practical 
exercises. At 7:30 p.m., participants 
can meet one-on-one with a trained 
listener to check in about their 
mental health in general or discuss 
a particular issue. The event is free 
and open to people of any (or no) 
faith traditions. Participate in person 
at Living Spirit or online via our lives-
tream/Zoom.
More information at our website: 
https://livingspiritumc.org/listen-
ingear.

The Land is Not Empty
Wednesday, Nov. 16, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
In-person and virtual
Calvary Baptist
2608 Blaisdell Ave., Minneapolis
Going beyond identifying the prob-
lems of racism, colonialism, hate 
and discrimination, Dismantling 
the Doctrine of Discovery Coali-
tion’s Sarah Augustine will focus 
on strategies to take a decolonized 
approach to anti-racism. Sarah’s 
work challenges those inside and 
outside the church to take responsi-
bility for the multi-generational harm 
that has been caused to Indigenous 
people and to take action for love of 
neighbor, seeking right relationship 
and reconciliation through active 

nonviolent structural transforma-
tion. Learn more and register at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
the-land-is-not-empty-dismantling-
the-doctrine-of-discovery-tickets-
429491369247?aff=ebdsoporgpro-
file.

Saint Mark’s Music Series
Jeremy Filsell Organ Recital
Friday, Nov. 18, 7:30 p.m.
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral
519 Oak Grove St., Mpls.
Organ recital by Jeremy Filsell, 
international recitalist, organist and 
Director of Music at St. Thomas, 5th 
Avenue, New York. https://ourcathe-
dral.org/concerts/

Growing Gratitude
Saturday, Nov. 19, 10 to 11 a.m.
Virtual event
What are the ways you invite grati-
tude and express it? What rituals and 
practices help sustain you in this? 
Join with Quaker chaplains, Anne 
Supplee and Maia Twedt, in a spiritu-
al practice and guided conversation. 
To get the link, email wayopening-
workshops@gmail.com.

‘Cuatro Artistas – Identity and 
Difference’
Through Jan. 2, 2023
Conn Gallery Art Exhibit
Plymouth Congregational Church
1900 Nicollet Ave., Mpls.
Come view the work of four artists 
– Maria Santiago, Ricardo Levins 
Morales, Fermín Cervantes Montes, 
and Lucino Sosa Montano – whose 
strong, confident voices speak to us 
through their unique imagery. Using 
ceramics, printmaking, photography, 
drawing and collage, these artists 
speak out about issues of great im-
portance to them. Identity, social and 
environmental justice and activism, 
cultural awareness, education and 
protest are all addressed using vivid 
images, bright colors and passion. 
Learn more at https://www.plym-
outh.org/2022/09/27/cuatro-artis-
tas-conn-gallery-art-exhibition/.

Help a Ukrainian in Minnesota to 
Start Working
From the Minnesota Council of 
Churches: Ukrainians who fled to 
Minnesota for their safety are eager 
to start work and support their fam-
ilies, but the lengthy administrative 
process to waive the high fees for a 
work permit creates an additional 
waiting period of at least 3-6 weeks. 
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Bahá’i

BAHÁ’I CENTER OF
MINNEAPOLIS
3644 Chicago Ave. S.
612-823-3494
Minneapolis.Bahai@gmail.com
Devotions at the Bahá’í Center 
and via Zoom, Sundays 10 am, 
and Tuesdays via Zoom 6:30 pm
See www.minneapolisbahai.org
So powerful is the light of unity 
that it can illuminate the whole 
earth.
-Baha’u’llah

Christian

CALVARY LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Worshiping at 2742 15th 
Ave. S.
612-827-2504 or 
www.clchurch.org
Sunday Worship at 10 am
Interim Pastor Kjell Ferris
A Reconciling in Christ Congre-
gation

MESSIAH LUTHERAN
CHURCH
The Center for Changing Lives
2400 Park Ave. S., 612-871-8831
www.messiahlutheranmpls.org
9 am In-person Messiah Tradi-
tional Worship – Every Sunday

11 am In-person Messiah Praise 
Worship – Every Sunday – 
Fellowship Lunch Afterward

ST. JOAN OF ARC
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
www.stjoan.com, 4537 Third 
Ave.
Saturday, 5 pm in the Church
Sunday, 7:45 am in the Church,
9 & 11 am in the gym
Family Mass - 9 & 11 in the 
Church
Video available on our website
and Facebook page
We Welcome You Wherever You 
Are On Your JourneyAll Directory 

Churches are 
Wheelchair 
Accessible

Follow the link below and give today 
to help a newly arrived family get to 
work sooner!
https://www.paypal.com/
donate/?hosted_button_
id=LZGK2RY3NJ99Y&fbclid=IwAR0Ay-
l0oEgCZojZwp0u_NkuBxTTUkXJzdC-
CAS8tgu9vpoSZHzwMEeVmiXYI

Greater Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church and Friendship
Community Service 
2600 E. 38th St., Mpls.
Food Hub
Free food, hygiene products,
and some household goods.
Tuesday and Thursday,
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
2nd and 4th Saturdays,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Please bring ID and wear a mask.
Social distancing guidelines are in 
place.

Community Meals at Walker Church
3104 16th Ave. S., Mpls.
612-722-6612
Free to-go meals and groceries are 
available for pick-up every Monday 
from noon to 2 p.m. All are welcome.
Sisters’ Camelot holds a separate 
food distribution out of Walker 
Church every third and fifth Tuesday 
of the month starting at 2:30 p.m. 
Follow Sisters’ Camelot on Facebook 
or at http://sisterscamelot.org/ for 
more.

Groveland Emergency
Food Shelf
1900 Nicollet Ave., Mpls.
612-871-0277
Monday – Friday
9:30 a.m. to noon
On Groveland Avenue between 
Nicollet and Lasalle (Temporary 
entrance on Nicollet Avenue)
Hosted in the basement of Plymouth 
Congregational Church
Delivery is available for individuals 
who are housebound due to disabil-
ity.
https://www.grovelandfoodshelf.
org/

Minnehaha United
Methodist Church
3701 E. 50th St., Mpls.
612-721-6231
The Minnehaha Food Shelf serves 
food for the hungry on Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. We help 
distribute up to 30,000 pounds of 
food each month. In response to the 
COVID-19 virus, we have changed 
many things to protect both our 
guests and our volunteers – rigor-
ous cleaning routines, streamlined 
procedures, moving outside, wearing 
face masks and following the 6-foot 
social distancing guideline. Please be 
patient as we continue to improve 
what we do.

https://www.facebook.com/Minne-
hahaFoodShelf/

Du Nord Foundation
Community Market
3140 Snelling Ave., Mpls. 
612-460-8123
We are a community-supported 
food shelf that is a welcoming place 
for neighbors to find free, healthy 
food for their tables and supplies for 
their homes. We invite neighbors to 
order online and choose the day and 
time that works for you for curbside 
pickup.
Mondays and Wednesdays,
3 to 6 p.m.
Thursday noon to 2 p.m.
All are welcome, no restrictions or 
proof required.
To place an order, visit https://www.
dunordfoundation.org/get-food.

New Creation Baptist Church
1414 E. 48th St., Mpls.
612-825-6933
We’re still here to serve you on the 
first through the fourth Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. We have 
re-opened the food shelf to choice 
shopping. We do require mask, san-
itizer and temp check. Be safe and 
God bless! https://www.facebook.
com/NCBCfoodshelf.
Saturdays (except 5th Saturdays)
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(Brown door on the corner of 48th St. 
and 15th Ave.)

Nokomis Heights Lutheran Church
5300 10th Ave. S., Mpls.
612-825-6846
Serving Loaves and Fishes free com-
munity meals on Wednesdays from 
5 to 6 p.m. The meals are all “to-go” 
meals, served from the northwest 
door on 53rd Street. These meals are 
free to anyone, no questions asked. 
You might have had a hard day and 
simply cannot cook dinner. Or maybe 
you’ve paid your last bill for the 
month and cannot buy groceries. 
Whatever your circumstance, you 
are welcome. You can simply drive 
or walk up to the church and receive 
a meal any Wednesday evening 
between 5 and 6 p.m.

Soup for You! Café at Bethany
2511 E. Franklin Ave., Mpls.
612-332-2397
Soup for You! operates out of the 
basement of century-old and deeply 
rooted Bethany Lutheran Church 
that we honor in our name. After 
two years of COVID lockdown and 
serving our community through a set 
of three glass doors, Soup for You! 
Café is back to an open dining room. 
Monday through Friday, noon to 1 
p.m. Wednesdays, groceries, noon to 
1 p.m. Large space, high ceilings, only 
four chairs per table, all volunteers 
vaccinated/boosted. https://soupfo-
ryou.info/

SHARING FOOD

Southside Pride would love to include news  about your 
faith-based community in our free religion calendar. 

Contact Katherine at 
katherine.southsidepride@gmail.com 
or  call 612-822-4662.



‘Wayne’s World’ 30th Anniver-
sary
Thursday, Nov. 10, 7 p.m. mu-
sic, 8 p.m. movie
The Parkway Theater
4814 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Celebrate the 30th anniver-
sary of the release of one 
of the greatest movies of all 
time! The 23rd Annual Sound 
Unseen Music + Film Festival 
presents “Wayne’s World” 
with pre-movie music by Chris 
Perricelli of Little Man (solo). At 
7 p.m., Minneapolis rocker Chris 
Perricelli of Little Man brings 
his signature swagger to the 
stage to kick off the night with 
a set of mind-blowing blistering 
electric guitar. Then settle in for 
a screening of “Wayne’s World,” 
about the adventures of two 
amiably aimless metal-head 
friends,  Wayne (Mike Myers) 
and Garth (Dana Carvey). From 
Wayne’s basement, the pair 
broadcast a talk-show called 
“Wayne’s World” on local public 
access television. The show 
comes to the attention of a slea-
zy network executive who wants 
to produce a big-budget version 
of “Wayne’s World”—and he 
also wants Wayne’s girlfriend, a 
rock singer named Cassandra. 
Wayne and Garth have to battle 
the executive not only to save 
their show, but also Cassandra. 
Tickets available at https://thep-
arkwaytheater.com/all-events/
waynes-world-30th.

Twin Cities Jewish Film Festival
Nov. 10 – 19
In-person and streaming
Welcome to the 2022 Twin 
Cities Jewish Film Festival! Now 
in its 28th year, TCJFF includes 
14 thought-provoking films 
designed to make us laugh 
and cry, bring the community 
together and create dialogue. 
Films include “Cinema Sabaya,” 
“Neighbours,” “Lost Transport,” 
“Karaoke,” and many more. Plus, 
the Coen brothers’ “A Serious 
Man” will be shown at MSP Film 
at The Main Cinema on closing 
night, Saturday, Nov. 19, at 6:30 
p.m., followed by A Serious Man 
Bar Mitzvah Party in celebration 
of its 13th anniversary. Festival 
passes and individual tickets 
available at https://tcjff.even-
tive.org/schedule.

Smiles for Service at
Linden Hills Dentistry
Friday, Nov. 11, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Linden Hills Dentistry
4289 Sheridan Ave. S., Mpls.
Linden Hills Dentistry presents 
Smiles for Service this Veterans 
Day. We are honored to provide 
free dental care and support to 
our military veterans. Our small 
way to say a big thank you for 

your service! All veterans are 
eligible – must provide copy of 
dd214. All services provided this 
day ONLY will be free. Appoint-
ments are required – please call 
612-922-6164 to reserve your 
appointment.

Sound Unseen Presents:
‘Friday I’m in Love’ and
‘Welcome To Waterloo Records’
Friday, Nov. 11, 9:30 to 11 p.m.
Bryant Lake Bowl
810 W. Lake St.
Since 1978, Numbers Nightclub 
has been a home to the under-
ground and LGBTQ communities 
in Houston, becoming one of 
the longest running nightclubs 
in the U.S. From its early days 
as a gay disco, to its evolution 
as an alternative music venue, 
Numbers has showcased such 
legendary performers as Grace 
Jones, The Cure, Ministry, Björk, 
Nine Inch Nails and many more.
“Friday I’m In Love” is told 
through the personal connection 
to Numbers by the film’s queer 
filmmaker (Marcus Pontello), 
who reveals the club’s history 
alongside events like the AIDS 
crisis, police brutality against the 
LGBT and the rise in hate crimes 
during the ‘90s. Mixing person-
al stories with those of iconic 
musicians, “Friday I’m In Love” 
celebrates those who ignited 
and sustained its musical history 
and legacy of acceptance.
Director Marcus Pontello will be 
in attendance for a post-screen-
ing Q&A. Run Time/Year/Coun-
try: 84min, 2022, USA. bryant-
lakebowl.com

Nokomis Fall Urban Art and 
Craft Fair
Saturday, Nov. 12
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Lake Nokomis Community 
Center
2401 E. Minnehaha Pkwy., Mpls.
The Minneapolis Park and Rec-
reation Board presents the 2022 
Nokomis Fall Urban Art and 
Craft Fair, taking place at Lake 
Nokomis Community Center on 
Saturday, Nov. 12. Drop in any 
time between 9:30 a.m. and 4 
p.m. to browse a selection of 
handmade gifts, jewelry, ceram-
ics, paper goods, woodworking, 
textiles, glass, sweets and treats, 
and more! Plus FREE kids’ activi-
ties will be available.
Get a jump on holiday shopping, 
support local indie crafters and 
artists and enjoy art made by 
our talented creative communi-
ty. Hope to see you there! More 
info at 612-370-4923 or no-
komis@minneapolisparks.org.

American Roots Revue
Saturday, Nov. 12, 6:30 and 
8:30 p.m.
The Dakota Jazz Club
1010 Nicollet Mall, Mpls.
American Roots Revue re-

turns to the Dakota Jazz Club 
in Minneapolis for two shows 
Saturday, Nov. 12 to celebrate 
Armistice Day and the release of 
“Live at the Dakota,” recorded 
at their sold-out performance in 
April and filmed by PBS/TPT for 
its new STAGE series. American 
Roots Revue music fans can 
expect a host of new material 
from the bandstand, featuring 
new songs from Robert Rob-
inson (“Pavarotti of Gospel”), 
Claudia Schmidt (“Masterful 
Weaver of Story & Song”), Tonia 
Hughes (“Powerhouse of Soul”), 
and Larry Long (“American 
Troubadour”). Tickets available 
at www.dakotacooks.com and at 
the door.

Neighborhood Roots Winter 
Markets
Saturday, Nov. 12, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 10, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Bachman’s Floral, Gift, and 
Garden
Northeast parking lot off Lyn-
dale.
6010 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls.
Neighborhood Roots Winter 
Markets return to Bachman’s! 
Enjoy music and fresh, ready-
to-eat food and beverages, and 
stock up on produce, sweet 
treats, crafts and gifts from local 
farmers, bakers and artisans. 
This market series will take place 
outdoors (November and De-
cember) and indoors (January – 
March) at Bachman’s Floral, Gift, 
and Garden and will feature all 
your favorite vendors from the 
Kingfield, Fulton and Nokomis 
Farmers Market. Pets are not 
allowed at the market. Service 
animals are always welcome. 
For more information, visit 
www.neighborhoodrootsmn.
org/winter-markets. 

Duniya Drum & Dance Classes
West African Drumming with 
Fode Bangoura
Saturdays, Nov. 5, 12, and 19
2:15 to 3:15 p.m.
Center For Performing Arts
2nd floor chapel 
3754 Pleasant Ave., Mpls.
Learn basic technique, patterns, 
timing and solo techniques on 
the djembe and doundoun while 
learning traditional rhythms 
from Guinea, West Africa. This 
class is for both new and experi-
enced drummers.
Drop-in $20, drum rental $5 per 
class - text ahead for drum 651-
338-5409.
West African Dance with Sana 
Bangoura
Saturdays, 12:30 to 2 p.m. 
Center For Performing Arts
3754 Pleasant Ave., Mpls.
Join Alhassane “Sana” Bangoura 
from Guinea, West Africa, for his 
Saturday dance class. Sana is a 
gentle, patient and experienced 

teacher who breaks down the 
music and movements so that 
dancers of all experience levels 
can participate in this dynamic 
dance form.
$17/class – all classes are drop-
in. Class cards available upon 
request.
More info at https://www.face-
book.com/DuniyaMN.

Fall Forward Festival
Through Nov. 20
The Cowles Center – Goodale 
Theater
528 Hennepin Ave., Mpls.
This month-long festival of 
shared evening performances 
celebrates the incredibly talent-
ed and robust Minnesota dance 
community. New dance audi-
ences will experience a sampler 
of genres in one sitting, while 
avid dance goers will see their 
favorite artists alongside equally 
stellar new-to-them artists. Each 
weekend features a new roster 
and a variety of experiences 
from new work commissions 
and Cowles stage debuts to 
community favorites and Cowles 
Center veterans.
Week Three, Nov. 12-13 
Black Label Movement artistic 
director Carl Flink’s thrilling 
movement poem reflects the 
volatile energies released into 
his mother during chemothera-
py. A prologue to Arthur Miller’s 
“The Crucible,” Crash Dance 
Productions extrapolates what 
happens when the private rites 
of teenagers get misinterpret-
ed by the eyes of adults – to 
disastrous ends. As the birds 
of the world unite to choose a 
leader, Zorongo Dance Theatre 
unites with Hip Hop master 
Darrius Strong and compos-
er Juanito Pascual to begin a 
magical journey. Learn more and 
purchase tickets at https://www.
thecowlescenter.org/2223/
fall-festival.

Bancroft Neighborhood 
Association
Harvest Community Meal
Tuesday, Nov. 15, 6 to 8 p.m.
Bethel Lutheran Church
4120 17th Ave. S., Minneapolis
Bancroft Neighborhood As-
sociation is hosting a Harvest 
Community Meal for Bancroft 
neighbors on Tuesday, Nov. 15 
from 6 to 8 p.m. It’s a great 
time to share food from local 
restaurants, hear from elected 
officials, and find out about 
community organizations in our 
area. Bancroft residents, please 
join us!

The Land is Not Empty: Disman-
tling the Doctrine of Discovery
November 16, 7 p.m.
Author Sarah Augustine is 
Dismantling the Doctrine of 
Discovery within and outside 
the Christian church. Augustine 

is a Pueblo (Tewa) descendant 
and co-founder and Executive 
Director of the national Disman-
tling the Doctrine of Discovery 
Coalition.
The Doctrine of Discovery is 
enshrined in both church and 
state. It is a legal doctrine that 
is practiced in international law 
and policy as well as the domes-
tic legal systems of countries 
around the globe. The Doctrine 
of Discovery is also a Christian 
doctrine dating to the 15th 
century. It is still practiced by 
Christian traditions around the 
globe, systematically dispos-
sessing Indigenous Peoples of 
their ancestral lands and human 
rights. It is now the church’s 
responsibility to undo the 
Doctrine of Discovery. Augustine 
will guide us on a journey away 
from this colonial worldview and 
toward an Indigenous view of 
interdependency and a return to 
a planet that sustains all life.
In-person at the Calvary Baptist 
Church, 2608 Blaisdell Avenue, 
Minneapolis, MN, 55408
Virtual viewing is also available 
beginning at 7 p.m. 
Registration for this free in-per-
son and virtual event is required 
at https://sarahaugustinedddn-
ov1622.eventbrite.com
Donations for the Dismantling 
the Doctrine of Discovery Coali-
tion are gratefully accepted.

Author Maggie Ginsberg
In conversation with Frank 
Bures
Thursday, Nov. 17, 7 p.m.
Magers & Quinn
3038 Hennepin Ave., Mpls.
Author Maggie Ginsberg pres-
ents her new novel “Still True” 
in conversation with Frank 
Bures. One summer evening, 
Lib Hanson is confronted by her 
painful past when Matt Marlow, 
the 40-year-old son she aban-
doned as an infant, shows up 
on her porch. Fiercely indepen-
dent, Lib has never revealed her 
son’s existence—or her previous 
marriage—to her husband, Jack. 
Married nearly three decades 
but living in separate houses (to 
the confusion but acceptance 
of their neighbors), they enjoy 
an ease and comfort together 
in small-town Anthem, Wis. But 
Jack is a stickler for honesty, and 
Lib’s long-dormant secret threat-
ens to unravel their lives. Free 
event but registration required 
at https://www.magersand-
quinn.com/event/Maggie-Gins-
berg-presents-Still-True/141.

FNVW Holiday Fair
Online Pre-Sale Nov. 18 – 27
Friday, Dec. 2, 1 to 9 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 3, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
The Friends School of Minnesota
1365 Englewood Ave., St. Paul
Make peace at FNVW’s holiday 
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fair! This time of year, it’s easy 
for our minds to get pulled every 
which way. Friends for a NonVi-
olent World (FNVW) invites us 
to recenter on the true values 
the holidays represent by joining 
them in the spirit of peace, grat-
itude, giving back, and loving 
our neighbors at their annual 
Holiday Fair on Dec. 2-3.
A wide variety of holiday gifts, 
unique craft items, candles, 
soaps, handmade winter acces-
sories, discounted gift cards to 
local businesses, used books, 
desserts, Quaker Treasures, 
Christmas trees, wreaths, deli-
cious home-cooked meals and 
much, much more will be for 
sale at the fair!  
Dinner will be served on Friday 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Lunch will be 
served on Saturday from 11 to 2 
p.m. Both cash and credit cards 
will be accepted.
Select items will be available 
for purchase during the FNVW 
Holiday Fair Online Pre-Sale Nov. 
18 to 27. Online orders can be 
picked up Dec. 2-3 at the Friends 
School of Minnesota.
To learn more about FNVW or 
to shop the online pre-sale, visit 
fnvw.org.

Alison Leiby ‘Oh God, A Show 
About Abortion’
Friday, Nov. 18, 8 p.m.
The Parkway Theater
4814 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Alison Leiby’s summer started 
with a bang and ended with a 
visit to Planned Parenthood. 
In between she had two root 
canals, a very scary trip to the 
“Fertility” section of a Missouri 
CVS and a dozen meltdowns 
about what you wear to your 
abortion, naturally. In her new 
show described as “humane and 
deeply funny” by The New York 
Times, she walks through the 
stupid minutiae, the backwards 
practices, and the surprising 
perspective that come with 
exercising your reproductive 
rights.
Presented by the Spit Take 
Comedy Series, Leiby’s show 
was named the Best Political 
Comedy of 2021 by The New 
York Times. Learn more and 
get tickets at https://thepark-
waytheater.com/all-events/ali-
son-leiby-live.

Shakespearean Youth Theatre 
Presents Paradise Lost, Book VII 
November 21, 6 p.m.
Join Shakespearean Youth 
Theatre on Monday, November 
21, 2022 at 6 p.m. for a free, 
one-night-only staged reading 
of John Milton’s Paradise Lost, 
Book VII, as imagined by a 
group of upstart, radical teen 
theater artists. Milton’s epic 
poem explores nothing less than 
how the universe was created. 
Come see what happens when 

Milton’s vision collides with the 
imaginations of a teen ensemble 
breathing new life into the text.
The November 21 staged 
reading, the culmination of a 
semester-long intensive, will 
take place at The Waring Jones 
Theater at the Playwrights’ 
Center, 2301 East Franklin Ave, 
Minneapolis, MN, 55406. Run-
ning time is about an hour with 
no intermission. Free tickets can 
be reserved at sytmn.org/tickets 
and will also be available at the 
door.
Visit www.sytmn.org for tickets 
and more information about this 
and other SYT programs.

Como Park Conservatory
2022 Fall Flower Show
Through Nov. 27 
Marjorie McNeely Conservatory
1225 Estabrook Dr., St. Paul
The 2022 Fall Flower Show is 
now open and features a variety 
of vibrant chrysanthemums. 
The first half of the fall flower 
show, which ran through Oct. 
30, featured white, pink, lime 
green and purple chrysanthe-
mums. The second half of the 
fall flower show (Nov. 5 – 27) 
will feature white, yellow, lime 
green, bronze, red and or-
ange-colored chrysanthemum 
blooms. Ornamental grasses and 
pepper plants will accent the fall 
flower show displays.
The Fall Flower Show will run 
through Nov. 27. To reserve 
a day and time to visit, go to 
https://comozooconservatory.
org/mums-the-word-at-como/.

City of Minneapolis seeking 
community input to help shape 
New Nicollet Redevelopment 
Project
Take an online survey. Feedback 
will be collected until Nov. 30. 
https://www2.minneapolismn.
gov/government/programs-ini-
tiatives/new-nicollet/new-nicol-
let-redevelopment-survey/
The City of Minneapolis wants 
to hear from community mem-
bers about their visions for the 
future of the former Kmart site. 
The City is reconnecting Nicollet 
Avenue between Lake Street 
and the Midtown Greenway as 
part of the New Nicollet Rede-
velopment Project.
The project represents a 
once-in-a-generation opportu-
nity to help reshape the future 
of the site and contribute to 
an increased quality of life for 
people living and working in the 
immediate area.
Ways to share feedback:
Learn about the history of the 
former Kmart site here: https://
www2.minneapolismn.gov/gov-
ernment/programs-initiatives/
new-nicollet/goals-expectations/
new-nicollet-redevelopment-his-
tory/
For more information on the 

New Nicollet Redevelopment 
Project and ways to participate, 
go to https://www2.minneap-
olismn.gov/government/pro-
grams-initiatives/new-nicollet/.

Minnesota Sinfonia 
Family Holiday Concerts
Thursday, Dec. 1, 7 p.m.
First Covenant Church
1280 Arcade St., St. Paul
Saturday, Dec. 3, 2 p.m.
Basilica of St. Mary 
1600 Hennepin Ave., Mpls.      
The concerts will include 
holiday music from around the 
world, beginning with the You 
and You Waltz from Johann 
Strauss’s popular operetta “Die 
Fledermaus.” Other selections 
include Leroy Anderson’s Carols, 
Winter Wonderland, music from 
Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker, 
Chanukah tunes, Bruce Chase’s 
Around the World at Christmas 
Time, Handel’s majestic Hallelu-
jah Chorus and more! A special 
presentation of Ukrainian Christ-
mas carols presents a beautiful 
wish for peace in our world.
The performances will be an 
hour with NO intermission, so 
parents need not worry about 
nap time for the little ones. For 
complete program information, 
please check our website.
https://www.mnsinfonia.org

Talk of the Stacks
Author Stacy Schiff in
Conversation with Laurie 
Hertzel
Thursday, Dec. 8, 7 p.m.
FREE virtual event
Talk of the Stacks welcomes the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning biogra-
pher Stacy Schiff. Hailed as “the 
hottest biographer on the block” 
by Vanity Fair, Schiff makes a 
glorious return this fall with 
“The Revolutionary: Samuel 
Adams.” Please join us online 
to celebrate the release of this 
revelatory tale.
As she did with her growing 
list of critically acclaimed, 
bestselling books (“Cleopatra,” 
“The Witches: Salem, 1692”) 
Schiff dazzles us again, this time 
with the improbable story of 
an American original. In her 
distinctive voice, Schiff restores 
to the pantheon one of the most 
critical Founding Fathers on the 
300th anniversary of his birth. 
Join us as we hear Stacy Schiff 
discuss her writing in conver-
sation with Star Tribune Books 
Editor Laurie Hertzel. Reserve 
your FREE virtual seat here: 
https://www.supporthclib.org/
stacy-schiff.

LEGO City Family Build
Saturday, Dec. 10, 
noon to 2 p.m.
Leonardo’s Basement

150 W. 60th St., Mpls.
We invite urban planners and 
construction workers ages 6-96 
to build a LEGO city in two 
hours!! Dive into our ginormous 
tubs of LEGO to build houses, 
skyscrapers, parks, food trucks 
and monuments. Then add peo-
ple, vehicles, trees, roads, zip 
lines, bike racks and other de-
tails. Combine all of the projects 
to create a dream city.  Take a 
bunch of photos to record your 
work before taking this collab-
orative metropolis apart at the 
end of the event!
Ages 6-12 with a registered 
adult (adults build too!)
Ages 13+ can attend solo
$10 per person (limit 2 kids per 
adult)
Register at https://leonardos-
basement.asapconnected.
com/#CourseID=277445

‘Metamorphosis in stone’
Through Dec. 23
Mhiripiri Gallery
9001 Penn Ave. S., Bloomington
“Metamorphosis in stone” is 
a retrospective celebration of 
the life of the late Zimbabwean 
Shona stone sculptor Bernard 
Matemera. The exhibition runs 
through Friday, Dec. 23.  www.
mhiripiri.art



BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

Closings downtown, openings 
in South Minneapolis

After all the hopeful hype 
last month about the down-
town Minneapolis restaurant 
scene being back, the two most 
notable closings in mid-Octo-
ber were downtown. One was 
trendy and “of this decade” – 

Seven Steak, Sushi and Rooftop, 
which has apparently closed 
and reopened several times be-
fore, but it sounds like this is it. 

The other is an old stalwart 
from at least the early 1990s. I 
used to go there in my booksell-

ing, New Party organizing days. 
This was the sudden announce-
ment that Rock Bottom Brewery, 
a sort of brewpub that preceded 
the whole craft brewery trend 
by at least a decade, was closing 
permanently. 

Openings, on the other hand, 
are mostly close to home. Three 
of these are new locations, for 
Wildflyer Coffee, Momo Dosa, 
and Vegan East. Wildflyer Cof-

fee is a youth-oriented social 
enterprise as well as the new 
coffee shop in the former Peace 
Coffee location on Minneha-
ha Avenue. They are currently 
fundraising for a new expan-
sion planned for early 2023 in 
St. Paul, located inside Seventh 
Landing, an apartment building 
for young adults experiencing 
homelessness.

Momo Dosa’s first spot was in 
Malcolm Yards, the trendy food 
hall in Prospect Park. They re-
cently opened a second location 
at Midtown Global Market, in 
the space vacated by Hot Indian. 
More about them in the mini-re-
view below. 

Vegan East started out in 
White Bear Lake, then expanded 
to Uptown and Northeast Min-
neapolis. Their newest branch 

is their fourth location and is 
in the Nokomis neighborhood 
at 34th Avenue and East 55th 
Street, in what was formerly a 
QC Pizza. This news came from 
bringmethenews.com, where 
the report was based on the 

sign appearing on the building, 
and it was noted that there had 
been no announcement or oth-
er information from the parent 
company.

The actual brand-new place is 
Marigold, hailed as Minnesota’s 
first ever all non-alcohol bot-
tle shop. The story comes from 
Racket (racketmn.com.) The 
innovative shop is open now at 
3506 Nicollet Ave., adjacent to 

the beauty salon also owned by 
the founder, Erin Flavin. The 
shop contains a variety of alter-
native beverages, from function-
al drinks like kombucha, shrub, 
hop tea, caffeinated drinks, or 
dry flavored herbal or herb-and-
fruit sodas, to the newest thing 
– seltzers enhanced with CBD 
and/or THC. 

Weird news of the food world

I was charmed by this piece 
in Racket, (racketmn.com on 
Oct. 13) by guest writer Bren-
dan Kennealy on the idea of 
pairing an eatery with a book-
store. You buy a book and take 
it to lunch. Very much my jam, 
I must admit. The author invit-
ed feedback such as bookstores 
he missed (“drop your superior 
knowledge in the comments,” he 
said). Well, I don’t know about 
superior, but I did have addi-
tional knowledge, and offered 
two restaurants to pair with 
Uncle Hugo’s and Uncle Edgar’s, 
respectively.  

I miss the days when a single 
certification – Certified Organ-
ic by USDA –  told you every-
thing you needed to know, as it 
meant no chemical fertilizers, 
antibiotics, GMO, herbicide or 
insecticide was used in any part 
of the process. Since the early 
2000s when the certification 
was amended to please Big Ag, 
the organic label has both lost 
its meaning and become less 
prevalent. The proliferation of 
segmented certifications to fill 
the gaps led to a “No GMO” label 
and others, and now expands 
further with the newish “polli-
nator-friendly” certifications.

In fact, there are two of them, 
one more strict than the oth-
er (although neither of them is 
anywhere near as strict as pre-
2000 or even present-day or-
ganic certification). An article 
in one of my favorite sources 
of agriculture information, Civ-
il Eats (civileats.com), does a 
deep dive into the science, his-
tory, industry and economics of 
the two organizations doing the 
certifying.

The two labels that have been 
around a few years for almonds 
and wine, and are now expand-
ing to berries, avocados, vege-
tables and a farm-based distill-
ery in northern Minnesota, are 
the Bee-Friendly label certified 
by Pollinator Partnership (with 
more flexible requirements to 
appeal to a wider range of pro-
ducers) and the Bee Better label 
certified (slightly more strin-
gently) by Xerces. 

I was fascinated by the article 
“How to Use Italian Bitter Sodas” 
in an online beverage industry 
journal called Punch (punch-
drink.com). I had never heard of 
most of these drinks and an in-
vestigation into how to acquire 

them showed that very few are 
available on Twin Cities shelves, 
although they are all available 
online from various sources. I 
am talking about products such 
as Stappi Red Bitter, Crodino, 
Chinotto by Lurisia, and Sanbit-
ter by San Pellegrino. These are 
the nonalcoholic equivalents of 
Italian amari, which are low-
proof aperitif liqueurs with a 
bitter dimension offsetting their 

slight sweetness. Bitter sodas 
are similar but zero-proof. I am 
going to investigate this and re-
port back later. 

I just recently discovered, via 
Taste magazine online, Barry 
Enderwick and his “Sandwiches 
of History” series. These origi-
nate on Instagram and TikTok, 
but I’m not really into either 
of those platforms so I checked 
on YouTube and he does have 
a subscription channel there, 
called “Sandwiches of History.” 
There are a hundred or more 
3-minute videos on sandwich-

es, some classics – croque mon-
sieur, banh mi, French dip – and 
some extremely weird, like the 
St. Paul sandwich, the nastur-
tium sandwich, and the deeply 
unlovable bran sandwich. Check 
it out. 

Finally, the ultimate weird 
story. One of London’s premiere 
bakeries, located in Camber-
well, was called Frog. Strange 
name, but wait, it gets better. 

Famous chef-restaurateur Adam 
Handling, founder of The Frog 
restaurant in a more upscale 
part of the city, had a cease-and-
desist order served on Frog bak-
ery, accompanied by the threat 
of a full-scale brand infringe-
ment lawsuit. So the owners 
caved immediately and changed 
the name to Toad.   

Two mini-reviews

I sampled the fare at the new-
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 Barry Enderwick of ‘Sandwiches of History’

Centro Nicollet

Vegan East sign at former QC Pizza

Marigold’s nonalcoholic drink selection
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ly opened Centro/Vivir/Every-
when Burger Bar spot on Eat 
Street (in the former Wedge 
Table space). Use your smart-
phone to scan the QR code at 
your table, which will pull up 
the menu, and the resulting or-
der will have your table number 
embedded. They also give you a 
paper menu if you ask, which I 
did. 

I had a fish taco, which was 
small (as was the price) and I 
rated it 4.8 out of 5. I also had a 
horchata, which was delish. And 
I had yucca fries, which were 
executed well and a great val-
ue for the money, but were too 
spicy for me, so I didn’t finish 
them. (Usually these are just 
salted, and the spice is all in the 
dipping sauce. These were lib-
erally covered with a dry chili 
spice of some type and the dip-
ping sauce was a grade hotter, 
so no refuge for the wimpy.) 
From the Vivir menu I ordered 
a dessert, a chocolate mole cup-
cake, which was a 5 out of 5.  

I also sampled another new 
spot in my neck of the woods – 
Momo Dosa at Midtown Global 
Market. I wanted to try both the 
momos and the dosa but knew 
it would be too much for one 
meal, so I ordered the momos 
to eat there and a dosa to take 
home for later. (In retrospect, 
I should have done it the other 
way around, as the dosa was not 
amenable to being reheated.) 

I had the vegetable momos, 
which have a filling similar to 
a Chinese vegetable egg roll – 
cabbage, green onion, carrot, 
etc. They come with two dipping 
sauces. I also had a mango lassi 

with that. Very good and filling. 
Even though I somewhat sabo-
taged the dosa (a masala dosa, 
vegetarian, mostly potatoes) by 
trying to reheat it, it was still 
yummy, and I will probably have 
that instead on my next in-per-
son visit. In addition to momos, 
including the interesting ones 
filled with bison, they offer a 
sambar lentil soup on its own, 
three varieties of jhol momo 
(momos in a spicy soup), samo-
sas, pakoras and a dessert dosa 
containing banana, jaggery and 
whipped cream. This is a great 
addition to the market and to 
your rotation of spicy takeout 
foods.
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“I answer my phone”

Reasonable Rates / Fast Service
Mike Thompson

952-594-0612
References Available

Voted ‘Best Thrift 
Store’ in the Twin 
Cities City Pages, 

July 2020
2939 12th Ave, S., Mpls, MN 55407
612-722-7882 • www.svdpmls.org

Voted ‘Best Thrift Store’ 
in the Twin Cities

City Pages, July 2020

Please wear a mask and 
observe social distancing.

Both of our thrift stores are 
temporarily CLOSED till 

further notice, for the health 
of all. . . . We miss you! ♥

Meanwhile, please stay safe 
and healthy!

2939 12th Ave, S., Mpls, MN 55407
612-722-7882 • www.svdpmls.org

2939 12th Ave, S., Mpls, MN 55407
612-722-7882 • www.svdpmls.org
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Italian bitter sodas

Dosa from MGM’s Momo Dosa

Toad Bakery in south London
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WE BUILD PRIDE ON 
THE SOUTHSIDE!

Personalized Winter Veggie Box 
Delivered Bi-Weekly to a Pickup Site Near You!

Our Winter CSA is Now Open for Sign-up  •  Eat Local + In Season!
We are a Certified Organic + Real Organic 
Farm Feeding the Twin Cities for 23 Years

Over 25 Pickup Sites Available
Each Veggie Box Made Just for You

FeatherstoneFarm.com 
Rushford, MN 

We know pets 
are family. We 
help families 
stay together.

Donations of dog & cat food, 
cat litter and gently used pet 

supplies are appreciated.  
Volunteers needed.

People & Pets Together
Chuck & Don’s Pet Wellness Center
2501 Minnehaha Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55404
(612) 722-9998
https://www.peopleandpetstogether.org/

The People & Pets Together pet food shelf is 
open to residents of the city of Minneapolis. 

We provide dog & cat food and pet care items 
to individuals and their families in crisis.

THROUGH APRIL 4, 2020 | BRING IN OR MENTION THIS ADTHROUGH APRIL 4, 2020 | BRING IN OR MENTION THIS ADTHROUGH APRIL 4, 2020 | BRING IN OR MENTION THIS AD

We carry a stunning variety of 
handmade frames from around the 
world. Our experienced opticians 

know what will look good with your 
prescription and facial features.

Improvements for Powderhorn 
Park are taking shape!

The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) shared 
two draft concept plans for improvements to the Southeast 
corner of the park. The plans include a pavilion and picnic 
area, nature and adventure play spaces, learning garden, 
expanded basketball court, ADA path, and other site and 
stormwater management improvements. The draft concepts 
were shared with the community at two open houses and 
online in early October. The design team is now develop-
ing a preferred concept based on feedback from community 
which will be available for view on the project web page in 
mid-November. The preferred concept will be shared with 
the community, and after a public hearing, it will be consid-
ered for approval by the MPRB Board of Commissioners in 
early December.

Please check out the MPRB project webpage to learn more: 
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/powderhorn-park-im-
provements

CHOOSE LOCAL THIS 
HOLIDAY SEASON
Stock up for your harvest 
meal with Seward Co-op!
View hundreds of sale items at seward.coop/specials

2823 E. Franklin Ave., MPLS
& 317 E. 38th St., MPLS
www.seward.coop

Advertise your 
business in 

Southside Pride!
ca l l  Dav id 

(612)  822-4662 
or  emai l 

dav id@souths idepr ide.com


