
BY ED FELIEN  

On March 7, the city of Minneapolis released 
an 86-page study of the riots that followed the 
murder of George Floyd.  The study says what 
most government studies say: we need more 
studies and we need more bureaucracy. 

It’s called, “Protecting What Matters,” and 
it seems that what matters most to the city is 
protecting its reputation as a progressive city 
that cares about serious social problems and 
is trying to solve them.  The study doesn’t talk 
about the racism in the Minneapolis Police De-
partment (MPD).  It doesn’t reference the 2006 
FBI study that warned about white national-
ist groups taking over police departments.  It 
doesn’t talk about Bob Kroll’s influence over the 
MPD as president of the union.  It doesn’t talk 
about Kroll’s leadership in City Heat, a motorcy-
cle club of area police officers that flies Confed-
erate flags and wears white power patches on 
their jackets.  It doesn’t talk about Kroll being 
cited in a lawsuit that proved discrimination in 
the MPD against Black officers.  It doesn’t talk 
about the killing of young Black men by the 
MPD: Terrance Franklin; Jamar Clark; Thur-
man Blevins; Travis Jordan; etc.  It seems that 
“What Matters” most, what the study thinks 
needs “Protecting,” is white male privilege.  

The key findings of the report seem trivi-
al and filled with bureaucratic gobbledygook: 
“The OEM established a virtual EOC, but gener-
ally did not seem integrated with the MPD and 
MFD command”; “The MPD did not adhere to 
a proper centralized command to ensure uni-

ty in decisions and operations in compliance 
with Policy 7-905 Incident Command System 
(ICS), Policy 7-810.02 Critical Incident – On-
Scene Procedures and Policy 7-910 Emergency 
Operations Center”; “The MFD did not follow 
a structured ICS. The Chief and Assistant Chief 
commanded from the field and were involved 
in operational decisions at fires, not from the 
EOTF where they could provide strategic direc-
tion.” 

To summarize the key findings in under-
standable language – there was a breakdown in 
communications. 

In the section on Timeline of Events, the re-
port misses the significance of the key event 
in the riot.  The demonstrations in front of the 
Third Precinct station were angry but gener-
ally peaceful.  After Frey announced that the 
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A setback for 
racial equity in 
City Hall 
BY CAM GORDON 

The struggle for racial 
equity within our city 
government has suf-
fered another setback.  

As of March 13, 
Tyeastia Green, the 
director of the recently 
elevated Department of 
Racial Equity, Inclusion 
and Belonging, no lon-
ger works for the city of 
Minneapolis. 

In a memo-style 
report that she sent on 
March 6 to Mayor Jacob 
Frey, City Operations 
Officer Heather John-
ston, Deputy City Op-
erations Officer Fatima 
Moore and Chief Human 
Resources Officer Nikki 
Odom, Green describes 
problems she has had 
with the city “enter-
prise” in general and 
some staff and elected 
officials in particular.  

“Coming into the 
enterprise, I had high 
hopes,” wrote Green. 
“However, being in the 
belly of the beast for 
nearly a year, I know 
that not only is Minne-
apolis far behind the 
curve of other cities 
and towns in fighting 
against racism, Minne-
apolis, as an enterprise, 
doesn’t even make it 
on the list to be consid-
ered doing the work of 

BY ED FELIEN  

 The name Ukraine prob-
ably comes from the Slavic 
language, meaning border-
land.  

Greek and Roman histori-
ans write about Slavic peo-
ples growing wheat and rid-
ing horses across the wide 
steppe or prairie.  The Eur-
asian Steppe reached from 
Ukraine to northern Chi-
na.  It was a wide highway 
and open invitation for the 
Golden Horde and Mongol 

invasion that reached the 
southern steppes of 
present-day Ukraine in 
1237.  The Crimean Khanate 
survived for 546 years, until 
1783.  

Alexander Nevsky, the 
Prince of Novgorod (just 
south of what is now St. 
Petersburg), is considered 
the founder of modern Rus-
sia.  He defeated the Swed-
ish Teutonic invaders in the 
battle of Neva in 1240.  He 
was such a loyal subject of 
the Mongol Khan (he put 

down a rebellion of his own 
people in Novgorod who re-
fused to pay tribute to the 
Khan) that he was made 
Grand Prince of Kiev and 
then of that section of Rus-
sia that included the small 
village of Moscow.  

During the 14th centu-
ry, Ukraine was part of the 
Grand Duchy of Lithuania 
that included Belarus and 
parts of Poland and Rus-
sia—the largest nation in 
Europe at the time.  Eventu-
ally, Russia gained control of 
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We are celebrating Earth Day—
What would Mother Earth say?
Have we been able to play
In a healthy & sustainable way?

It is time to take a pass
On using all the gas—
We need to create a mass
Of people using alternatives at last!

The complications of combustion
Is a result of our compulsion
To NOT find a reasonable reduction
Of our continued consumption!

Think of ways to make a difference—
I put a solar array on my roof, for 
instance,
If we could overcome all the resistance 
It might help Mother Earth’s resilience!

Be a part of the solution—
Maybe just a small contribution—
THINK GREEN
And tune up your machine!

  Our 49th Year!
(Golden Jubilee Coming...)

Call Us If You
 Need Help!

   Mark Brandow
Instigator/Evaluator

Nic Close
Service Writer/Auto 

Traffic Control

QUALITY COACHES
20 W. 38th St.

Minneapolis, MN 55409

(612) 824-4155

 
 

 

 
 

 
Enjoy the holidays!

Mark Brandow -
48 years here

Quality Coaches 
Auto Repair

20 West 38th 
Street

Mpls., Mn., 55409
(612) 824-4155

Well my friends,
This isn’t the end-
We just get a breather
Coming around Easter!

We at Quality Coaches Auto Repair
Are still at work because we care,
Doing everything we can
Taking work without any plan!

So if you have something we can do
We will surely see it through-
Be it an old car or new
We are here to help you!

Please give us a call-
Don’t wait until fall,
If we can’t do it all 
We will find a way to help you!

 
 

 

 
 

 
Enjoy the holidays!
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Enjoy the holidays!

  Our 49th Year!
(Golden Jubilee Coming...)

From Mark & the Crew
Quality Coaches 

Auto Repair

20 West 38th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55409

1 (612)-824-4155

Nic Close
Service Writer/Auto 

Traffic Control

shop@quality-coaches.com
www.quality-coaches.com

We Fix All Your Quality 
Coaches!

FRIENDS-EARTH DAY,  HIP HIP HOORAY,
Spring arrived the other day
Now I will hope & pray
The snow & ice will melt away!

Since it is pothole season,
I will keep nice cars inside-
I see no reason
To take them out for a ride!

But if dreams come true,
Warm weather is the clue,
There is nothing much to do
Except to know that summer is due!

It could be late May
Before snow & ice goes away;
By then we will be ready to play-
Bring your car repairs over my way!

We have 50 years here,
It must be clear
We can do what you need,
With friendly service indeed!

REPAIR LAIR
www.repairlair.com

Use it again, don’t 
throw it away.

Earth Day should be 
every day!

COVID 19
Store Hours:

12-6pm Wed thru Sun

3304 E. Lake St.
Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-729-9095

Use it again, don’t 
throw it away.

Earth Day should be 
every day!
Store Hours:

11-6pm Wed thru Sun
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Thoughts on environmental racism for 
Earth Day 2023 

BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

The ongoing fight against frack-
ing, pipelines and all extractive 
industries 

We lost the battle if not the war 
on Line 3. It’s done, it’s dusted and 
it’s leaking into groundwater even as 
you read this. (See tinyurl.com/55m-
jebse for reporting on the 153 cases 
of pollution control violations in the 

latter half of 2022.) But there were 
tiny victories along the way. The 
Line 3 battle brought the global real-
ity of environmental racism home to 
Minnesota, although some Minneso-
tans were already only too aware, as 
the paragraphs below indicate.  

In 2021 the construction of the 

Enbridge Line 3 pipeline took place, 
despite all the legal means that 
seemed sure to stop it. Arrests ac-
companied the construction from 
start to finish, first dozens, then 
hundreds. In September 2021, as the 
pipeline neared completion, MPR 
reported that “nearly 900 people 
have been arrested during protests 
against the Line 3 oil pipeline, which 
is being built in northern Minnesota. 
Most were cited with misdemeanors. 

But many … have been charged with 
gross misdemeanors, and some face 
felony charges.” 

Unlike in the Standing Rock pro-
tests against the Dakota Access Pipe-
line (DAPL) in North Dakota, most 
of these charges did not hold up. But 
they managed to ruin a lot of lives 
even if just for a year or so. In July 
of 2022, two cases were heard and 
dismissed. In one, for defendants 
Nancy Beaulieu, Justin Keezer and 
Todd Thompson, the case was heard 
by the White Earth Tribal Court after 
their attorney successfully argued 
that only that court had jurisdiction 

and got the case transferred. Since 
their defense was that they could 
not be trespassing on treaty lands 
of their own tribe, charges against 
all three were dismissed. In another 
case a single defendant, Shanai Mat-
teson, had her charges dismissed 
when her attorney successfully ar-
gued that the state had not made a 
case. In November of 2022, five of 
the Shell River Seven had their cases 
dismissed in Wadena County, leav-
ing only Winona LaDuke and photo-
journalist K. Flo Razowsky. Razows-
ky’s case was later also dismissed. 
LaDuke’s case was heard in February 
of 2023 but apparently is still pend-
ing a decision. (Incredibly, LaDuke 
was appointed by the state as guard-
ian ad litem of the Shell River before 
the arrest of the seven for trying to 
defend the river from the pipeline.)  

The fight against Cop City and 
defending the forest in Atlanta 

A blogger named Daniel Peis-
ner, in an online publication called 
Bitter Southerner, wrote a long, 
detailed account of the Forest De-
fenders fighting against a massive 
police training facility being built on 
publicly owned forest land outside 
of Atlanta, Georgia. In his article, 
“The Forest for the Trees,” Peisner 
summed up the fight against the so-
called Cop City (officially, the PSTC) 
thus: “For progressive activists, At-
lanta’s PSTC represents something of 
a perfect storm: a single project that 
catalyzes fears of ecological degra-
dation, state-sponsored violence, 
police militarization, environmental 
racism, opaque governance, and the 
long legacy of white supremacy.“ 

You can read that piece and Peis-
ner’s follow-up, “Little Turtle’s War,” 

Water Protectors Shell River 7 arrest in 2021
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which covered the killing and the 
legacy of Manuel Teran, forest name 
Tortuguita, who was murdered by 
Atlanta police inside the forest in 
January of 2023, at bittersouthern-
er.com. I wrote a shorter summary 
of the two pieces with some oth-
er background here: twincitiesdsa.
org/2023/01/the-battle-against-
cop-city-in-atlanta. 

You would think (or hope) that the 
death of Manuel Teran would cause 
the police and developer forces in 
Atlanta to scale back their attack, 
but instead they have escalated. Al-
though no one else has died yet, at 
least 23 Forest Defenders or urban 
protesters have been charged with 
domestic terrorism, a felony (www.
democracynow.org, March 9, 2023). 

There is a clear line between for-
est defenders and water protectors, 
a clear link between these two strug-
gles. Both are glaring cases of envi-
ronmental racism, aimed at Native 
Americans in some of the poorest 
reservations and rural areas in the 
nation, or at African Americans in 
the working-class parts of the “City 
Too Busy To Hate,” Atlanta.  

Close to home, fighting to decom-
mission HERC 

Here in River City, an organiza-
tion called the Minnesota Environ-
mental Justice Table (MEJT) is work-
ing in coalition with other groups 

to shut down garbage incinerators, 
including Minneapolis’s own HERC. 
Hennepin County, which owns the 
incinerator, has launched a ze-
ro-waste plan, which MEJT is using 
to leverage pressure against HERC. 
HERC is another clear example of 
environmental racism and classism, 
as it burns everyone’s garbage, but 
mostly only the low-income, mostly 
BIPOC residents of near north Min-
neapolis suffer the health effects of 
its toxic gaseous output. Nazir Khan, 
an organizer with MEJT, said “This 
is a big opportunity for the county 
to put in place a careful, detailed 
plan.” Go to their Facebook page, 
mnejtable, to see how you can get 
involved.  

Right in our backyard, No Demo! 
for the Roof Depot building 

And then there is the Roof De-
pot struggle, which is also as close 
as can be to home, in the East Phil-
lips and Seward neighborhoods of 
Minneapolis. As the battle heated 
up, there have been several articles 
by others covering this in 2023 in 
Southside Pride, so I won’t go into 
the details. Currently at an impasse 
thanks to a ruling imposing a stay 
on the planned demolition of the 
Roof Depot building, this struggle 

has been going on for nearly a de-
cade.  

Our friendly neighborhood com-
petitor paper, Longfellow Mes-
senger, had a forthright attack on 
the majority pro-Hiawatha Expan-
sion city council members. Daniel 
Schmidt’s piece in the March issue 
is headlined, “Lacking rationale for 
Hiawatha Expansion Project, coun-
cil members foment fear to rouse 

base.” This is similar to the counties 
of northern Minnesota charging of-
fenses they ought to know are bo-
gus, and the charges are essentially 
the same as those Atlanta police are 
bringing against forest defenders 
there – inflating peaceful protest 
and dubious trespass into a felony 
called “domestic terrorism.”  

Here we had a young white wom-

an claiming to be in fear for her life 
because a Native American grand-
mother, who is literally fighting for 
her life and the lives of her loved 
ones, raised her voice at City Hall. If 
you made this up in a dystopian fan-
tasy, readers would find it implausi-
ble. This is why my daily meditation 
on Earth Day will focus on this hor-
ror – environmental racism. 
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Earth Day!Earth Day!

High Quality 2nd Hand Natural Fiber Clothing

We Have 
Rings❤

We Have 
Rings❤
Happy 

Earth Day!
Open 11-6 Daily
1759 Selby Ave.

651-690-1122
Like Us On Facebook!

Credit Cards Now Welcome

www.practical-goods.com

Open 12-6 daily
Bring in your clothes 

for trade!

Open 12-6 daily
NOW TRADING SPRING AND 

SUMMER CLOTHES!
I BUY 

VINTAGE 
CLOTHING
612-396-2633

***

Wed, Thurs, Fri & Sat noon - 7 Sunday 11 - 6

Manuel Teran, a forest defend-
er, was murdered in January.

Jackie Echols of South River 
Watershed Alliance opposing 
Cop City

Register online at: https://register.chronotrack.com/r/69695
Check website: www.greatrivercoalition.com/2023-beerunwalkcleanup

Hosted by:

Sponsored by:
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Restorative justice report
BY KAY SCHROVEN 

In 2022 the Public Safety Com-
mittee of the Minneapolis DFL 
Senior Caucus prepared a report 
on improving policing in Minne-
apolis (adopted 7/12/22). Below 
are some of the highlights. 

The first observation was 
that reviewing one system isn’t 
enough. Review was needed for 
all of the interconnecting sys-
tems related to justice and pub-
lic safety. The committee started 
with an inquiry of the court sys-
tem including the bail system, 
charging decisions, trial ver-
sus plea bargain and detention 
versus release. They attended 
community meetings, studied 
25 scholarly reports, journalism 
accounts and public data, and 
interviewed individuals with ex-
tensive knowledge of Hennepin 
County’s court system. 

When Willie Sutton, the no-
torious American bank robber, 

was asked why he robbed banks 
he replied, “That’s where the 
money is.” Likewise the commit-
tee found that the focus should 
be on juvenile and young adult 
offenders because of their pro-
portion in the criminal justice 
system. Because Minneapolis 
has had a sharp rise in crime 
rates (auto, bicycle and catalytic 
converter theft, etc.) since the 
murder of George Floyd, there 
is a tendency to want to get 
tough on crime. It is a tempting 
approach for those who simply 
want to feel safe in their commu-
nity. However, there is evidence 
based on research that “locking 
them up,” especially pre-trial, is 
not always the best public poli-
cy. Simply put, it doesn’t reduce 
crime and increases rather than 
reduces recidivism (with some 
exceptions). 

Here are a few important ob-
servations of the committee: 
• One-fourth of incarcerated 

people have not been convicted 
of a crime. 
• Detention increases post-dis-
position crime. 
• There are sharp racial dispari-
ties in who is detained pre-trial.  

Diversion and restorative jus-
tice programs have merit. Diver-
sion allows offenders to partici-
pate in specific programs where 
they get the necessary support 
to improve their chances of stay-
ing on the right side of the law. 
Restorative justice programs 
expose offenders to the impact 
they have had on their victims 
and through negotiation agree 
to do what they can to make the 
victim more whole. Early inter-
vention, especially for those who 
lack home, school and social 
support, has been shown to be 
effective in turning a meaning-
ful percentage of young offend-
ers away from a life of crime. 

Based on its findings the com-
mittee made the following ob-
servations/recommendations: 
• Elected officials should con-
sider diversion and restorative 
justice programs over incarcer-
ation, especially for young of-
fenders.  
• Stronger targeting of felons is 
needed.  
• Consider reducing the case-
loads of juvenile probation offi-
cers. 

• Those administering diver-
sion programs should consider 
well-validated algorithms in or-
der to separate those whose re-
lease would endanger the public 
and those who would not. 
• Consider no-cash bail for 
low-level offenders with respect 
to race and inequities of income.  
• Because the Glen Lake deten-
tion center was closed in 2021, 
there needs to be added capac-
ity in housing and treatment 
centers, especially for young of-
fenders.  
• Revisit the recommendations 
made in 1994 by the Minnesota 
Supreme Court task force with 
respect to today’s crime climate 
and consider implementing 
those that are still worthwhile.  
• Emphasize special prosecution 
for domestic assault.  
• Audit Hennepin County prac-
tices. 
• Restorative Justice Community 
Action (RJCA) serves Hennepin 
and Ramsey counties. A four-
year University of Minnesota 
study shows that offenders re-
ferred to the traditional system 
were 2.5 times more likely to be 
arrested in the next year com-
pared to those referred to RJCA’s 
program. 
• For over four decades, Hen-
nepin County has had diversion 
programs. The current program, 

Diversion Solutions, plus 14 ad-
ditional options exist today, co-
ordinated by Richfield-based 
Headway. A study of outcomes 
reveals significant success. Of-
ten re-arrests and reconvictions 
decline after a “second chance” 
experience. In addition, em-
ployment increases, especially 
among young Black men. Diver-
sion reduces the probability of 
reoffending within two years by 
53%. For first-time offenders, 
the reduction of offenses is 70%. 
• While long-term studies are 
still needed, there is enough evi-
dence that diversion and restor-
ative justice programs should be 
taken seriously. Through them, 
public safety can be improved, 
lives of offenders can be turned 
around and public costs can be 
avoided.  

Seward Longfellow Restor-
ative Justice is excited to an-
nounce a fundraising concert by 
Maria Isa at the Hook and Lad-
der on May 4! Tickets are on sale 
now at https://thehookmpls.
com/event/utc23-mariaisa-sl-
rj/. Proceeds from ticket sales 
will benefit SLRJ. There will be 
a food truck on site for the du-
ration of the show and free ice 
cream provided by Big Bell/Min-
nehaha Scoop.

BY DAVID TILSEN 

Ray St. Louis died in hos-
pice on March 12, 2023.  He 
had not been living in Min-
neapolis for decades, and 
had only visited when the 
Minnesota Renaissance Fes-
tival was in town. In spite of 
that, his work and creativity 
has made an impact on our 
South Minneapolis culture. 

In the late 1960s, Ray St. 
Louis was part of the Twin 
Cities Draft and Informa-
tion Center, TCDIC. This 
organization and organiza-
tions like it played a role in 
ending the brutal, obscene 
war in Vietnam. They began 
by educating themselves 
in draft-related laws, and 
counseling young men about 
their legal (and sometimes 
illegal) options. 

As the women’s move-
ment emerged at the time, 
Ray learned about toxic mas-
culinity and the “Superman 
myth” and helped form a men’s 
living collective called Kryp-
tonite. He, together with men 
and women around TCDIC and 
the women’s movement, found-
ed the Alive and Trucking The-
ater company. This important 

theater company wrote and per-
formed plays about sexism, ed-
ucation, history, urban renewal, 
and workers’ rights as well as 
street theater (think live You-
Tube) on what was going on in 
the world. A part of the anti-war 
movement, of course, they were 
seen at many demonstrations 

and parades. Ray learned 
puppet-making and stilt 
walking, and helped write 
some remarkable theatrical 
pieces, like “Rosie the Rivet-
er,” the “Red Scare,” “Nude 
Superman” and others. 

Ray believed in commu-
nity celebrations and or-
ganized, along with Sandy 
Spieler and Alive and Truck-
ing members, the first May-
Day March and Festival in 
Powderhorn Park in 1973. 

He later left Alive and 
Trucking to create the Pow-
derhorn Puppet theater with 
Sandy Spieler, later renamed 
the In the Heart of the Beast 
Puppet and Mask Theater.  
He honed his puppet-mak-
ing and stilt walking skills 
as they kept the MayDay an-
nual festival alive. 

Ray later left the theater 
to join the traveling Renais-
sance festival circuit.  He 

continued to do this until he 
was too sick and went into hos-
pice care in early 2023. 

He was a dear friend, spoke 
with insight and honesty, and 
played an important part in my 
life.   

Love you, Ray.

Remembering Ray St. Louis, 
1949 - 2023 

PASSING

April 2023

(Photo/bradshawfuneral.com/
obituary/Ray-StLouis)



Tiger Worku: 
1. I support the East Phillips 

Urban farm because it is the 
most sustainable option of the 
two proposals for the people of 
East Phillips. The urban farm 
provides an opportunity for the 
city to live up to its values in en-
suring that members of our most 
marginalized communities are 
protected from a whole range 
of health hazards. The people 
of East Phillips have spoken and 
now our elected officials must 
listen. 

2. The city has an obligation 
to repair any past environmental 
harm it has caused. When vital 
resources such as water become 
poisoned, then we are exiting 
the realm of political disagree-
ment and entering the realm of 
criminality. The city cannot turn 
a blind eye to the environmental 
destruction it has caused. 

Ward 7 

Katie Cashman: 
1. I support the Urban Farms 

Project. For too long, industries 
have used BIPOC communities 
as dumping grounds for pollu-
tion. Public Works staff need a 
new facility, but not in a desig-
nated Green Zone, where mar-
ginalized residents will be ex-
posed to unearthed arsenic and 
diesel fumes from hundreds of 
city vehicles. 

2. Lake Hiawatha and Min-
nehaha Creek are considered 
impaired, at least in some sec-
tions, and the city should work 
on clean-up efforts. The city’s 
MS4 permit requires them to do 
routine street and parking lot 
sweeping. Minneapolis has the 
responsibility to actively pre-

vent dumped sand from flowing 
into storm sewers. 

Ward 8 

Soren Stevenson: 
1. Yes, I strongly support the 

East Phillips Urban Farm proj-
ect. The city’s plan to demolish 
the Roof Depot and bring hun-
dreds of diesel trucks to one of 
the most diverse and already 
over-polluted neighborhoods 
in Minneapolis is textbook en-
vironmental racism. The city 

should listen to community lead-
ers in East Phillips and support 
the Urban Farm initiative.  

2. Yes. I believe the city should 
be responsible for any harm it 
causes, including sand pollution. 
We must improve the natural 
barriers between our roads and 
waterways and work to filter 
our stormwater systems. I am 
committed to working with the 
Park Board to make sure our 
lakes are clean and safe for all 
to use. 

BY ED FELIEN 

DFL ward conventions are 
coming up at the end of April 
and the last half of May.  

The Ward 2 convention will 
be on April 30.  It will be a vir-
tual convention.  According to 
the Minneapolis DFL, “no known 
candidate is seeking the DFL 
endorsement.”  Robin Wonsley 
is seeking re-election.  She is 
seeking Democratic Socialist of 
America (DSA) endorsement.  

Wards 6, 7 and 8 are holding 
virtual conventions in May. 

The Ward 9 convention will 
be held virtually on April 30. Ja-
son Chavez is seeking endorse-
ment.  He is unopposed. 

Wards 10 and 11 are holding 
virtual conventions in May. 

Ward 12 will hold an in-per-
son convention on April 29 at 
Roosevelt High School.  The four 
candidates for DFL endorsement 
answered the Southside Pride 
questionnaire last month.  There 
was an excellent Ward 12 candi-
date forum hosted by present 
City Council Member Andrew 
Johnson on March 8.  Thanks 
to Brandon Long, you can view 
it on Facebook: https://www.
facebook.com/blongstpaul/vid-
eos/195825519725193. 

We asked candidates to an-
swer two questions in 50 words 
or less: 

 1. Do you support the Urban 
Farms Project at the Roof Depot 
site? 

2. Do you believe the city has 
the responsibility to remove 
sand it has dumped on streets 
that has flowed into storm sew-

ers and into Lake Hiawatha and 
Minnehaha Creek? 

Here are the answers from the 
candidates who responded:  

Ward 2 

Robin Wonsley: 
1. Yes. I stand with East Phil-

lips and the community-led vi-
sion for the site. The city’s plan 
will perpetrate continued envi-
ronmental racism and violence 
against East Phillips residents. I 
have used every tool at my dis-
posal to fight the city’s terrible 
plan for the site, and will contin-
ue to do so. 

2. Yes. Sand is harmful to wa-
ter quality and aquatic ecosys-
tems and could potentially clog 
storm sewers. I’m committed to 
reducing sand usage and explor-
ing better ways to clear streets 
in winter, while also working to 
minimize our need for environ-
mentally damaging automobile 
infrastructure by supporting 
public transportation, robust pe-
destrian and bicycle infrastruc-
ture, and municipal sidewalk 
plowing. 

Ward 6 

Kayseh Magan: 
1. I support the Urban Farms 

Project at the Roof Depot site.   
2. I believe the city has the re-

sponsibility to remove sand that 
it has dumped on streets that 
flowed into storm sewers and 
into Lake Hiawatha and Minne-
haha Creek. 
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Ward conventions and candidate questionnaire

“four responding MPD officers 
involved in the death of George 
Floyd have been terminat-
ed.  This is the right call,” the 
mood changed at the station 
house. 

Essence Magazine quoted 
MPD Arson Investigator Sgt. Er-
ika Christensen, who said that 
“before Umbrella Man became 
involved in the protests, specif-
ically, before he started smash-
ing windows of an Autozone 
and spray painting the words 
‘free sh-t for everyone zone’ on 
the doors, the protests around 
Floyd’s death had been peace-
ful.  The actions of this person 
created an atmosphere of hostil-
ity and tension.  Your affiant be-
lieves that this individual’s sole 
aim was to incite violence.”  As 
we noted in February of 2022, 
a search warrant issued by Sgt. 
Christensen identifies the Um-
brella Man as Mitchell Wesley 
Carlson from Ramsey, Minneso-
ta.  Carlson was a member of the 
Aryan Cowboy Brotherhood and 
also a member of a white nation-
alist motorcycle club.  It’s not 
too hard to imagine Bob Kroll 
and Mitch Carlson riding togeth-
er and imagining themselves as 
heroic warriors and defenders of 
white male privilege.  

There is no doubt that the 
Umbrella Man set off the con-
flagration.  Autozone was next 

door to the Third Precinct.  Min-
nehaha Liquor was across the 
street.  Target and Cub were less 
than a block away. 

The report does note that 
“some participants blamed the 
police union for the mixed mes-
saging from the MPD. Specifical-
ly, some stated that the police 
union president at the time had 
too much influence within the 
MPD, thus empowering officers 
to disregard MPD leadership’s 
direction. Several stated that 
this dichotomy within the MPD 
contributed to the lack of trust 
that has developed and contin-
ues between many in the com-
munity and the MPD.  

“There is a disconnect be-
tween what leadership says and 
what the rank and file do.”  

But isn’t it possible to go even 
further and conclude that Bob 
Kroll and other racists inside the 
MPD wanted to get even with 
Frey for not supporting the of-
ficers who killed George Floyd? 
That they deliberately sabotaged 
communications between the 
Third Precinct and other com-
mand centers? That they delib-
erately held back their response 
to allow the Umbrella Man and 
others to loot and burn? 

Doesn’t the public deserve a 
serious study that tries to find 
the answers to these questions? 

And why hasn’t Mitchell Carl-
son been arrested?  Who is pro-
tecting him? 

Riot, from page 1
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Siege at Wounded Knee 50 years later: 
the fight for self-determination continues 
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BY SAND BRIM  

This article first appeared in 
CounterPunch on March 10, 
2023.  It is reprinted here by per-
mission of the author.  

The 1973 Siege at Wounded 
Knee is the longest “civil unrest” 
in the history of the U.S. Marshal 
Service. For 71 days, the Ameri-
can Indian Movement (AIM) and 
members of the Oglala Lakota 
(Sioux) nation were under siege 
in a violent standoff with the FBI 
and U.S. Marshals equipped with 
high powered rifles and armored 
personnel carriers.  Two peo-
ple were killed, over two dozen 
wounded.  At stake, sovereignty 
and self-determination guaran-
teed through treaty rights.  

Fifty years have passed but 
for American Indians the strug-
gle for recognition of the na-
tion-to-nation treaties contin-
ues to be seen as survival.  At 
the end of February, 
young Indian leaders 
joined older activists 
to gather at Wounded 
Knee to commemorate 
the violent events that 
began on Feb. 27, 1973, 
and renew their call 
for self-determination 
and recognition of their 
treaties.  

For older Wounded 
Knee veterans, this 50th 
anniversary year is a 
time for a ritual passing 
on of the struggle.  “You 
are the seventh gener-
ation. It’s your time to 
stand up and protect 
your water, defend your 
land,” proclaimed Vic 
Camp, son of Wounded 
Knee AIM leader Car-
ter Camp. “Remember 
your treaty rights, pro-
tect those treaties … we 
have to remind the Unit-
ed States government 
that this is our land.” 

Bill Means, a veteran 
of the 1973 siege, urged people 
to be clear on the purpose. “Re-
member, we came here for the 
1868 Fort Laramie Treaty. We 
didn’t come here just to raise 
hell. We had to make a state-
ment, to tell the world that In-
dians are still alive, that this is 
still our land, and the Black Hills 
are not for sale!” 

For the Lakota, this fight for 
self-determination, the pres-
ervation of their nation and its 

land, were the central demands 
of the siege at Wounded Knee.  It 
was a fight for survival. During 
the negotiations in 1973 the lo-
cal Oglala leaders were frustrat-
ed with the Justice Department’s 
refusal to grasp the central issue 
of the Treaty.  Gladys Bisson-
ette, a revered Oglala elder, ad-
monished the government nego-
tiators: “In the past there were 
a lot of violations of the sacred 
treaties. … This is real. We’re 
not playing here. So all you peo-
ple that go back to Washington, 
think real good, because our 
lives are at stake. It concerns 
our children’s children, the un-
born.” 

Much has been written about 
the aftermath of the 1973 siege, 
including the murders of 60 AIM 
sympathizers and activists in 
the following year, known as the 
Reign of Terror, carried out by a 
local vigilante group self-titled 
“Goons” (Guardians of the Ogla-

la Nation). U.S. District Court 
Judge Fred Nichols viewed this 
as the FBI colluding with vigilan-
tes to target AIM sympathizers. 
The continued imprisonment of 
Leonard Peltier despite univer-
sal calls for clemency – even by 
the prosecutor – demonstrates 
the truth of the FBI’s intent to 
eliminate Indian activists even 
at the cost of truth. 

At the end of the nine-month 
trial of AIM leaders Dennis 

Banks and Russell Means, the 
jury polled unanimously to ac-
quit. But an illness of one juror 
prevented the required court-
room polling. Judge Nichols then 
simply dismissed the charges.  
“[T]he misconduct by the gov-
ernment in this case is so aggra-
vated that a dismissal must be 
entered in the interests of jus-
tice,” he wrote. “The waters of 
Justice have been polluted.”  

In the 50 years since the siege 
at Wounded Knee, corporate ex-
traction of critical metals and 
minerals and the increasing im-
pact of climate change on Indig-
enous lands has brought a new 
urgency to the fight for self-de-
termination. 

In 2015 polluted waters took 
on a different meaning. The 
epic struggle by the Standing 
Rock Lakota/Dakota people, bol-
stered by thousands of support-
ers against the Dakota Access 
Pipeline, evinces that Indian 

sovereignty is environ-
mental justice. Stand-
ing on their rights un-
der the Treaty of 1868, 
they fought fiercely to 
protect their land and 
waters and in doing 
so became the nation’s 
“Water Protectors.” 

American Indians see 
their responsibilities 
under the treaties linked 
to the health of the land 
and water.  Lakota lead-
er and Wounded Knee 
veteran Madonna Thun-
der Hawk joined the 
fight at Standing Rock. 
“When we step up as a 
people to protect land 
and water,” says Thun-
der Hawk, “what we 
stand on are our treaty 
rights.” 

To understand their 
struggle, you have to 
understand the history. 

The 1973 Siege at 
Wounded Knee is rooted 
in the abrogation of the 

Fort Laramie 1868 Treaty be-
tween the U.S. government and 
the Great Sioux Nation.  This 
Treaty sets aside a large swath 
of land west of the Missouri 
River and designates the Black 
Hills, sacred land of the Indians, 
as “unceded territory” for the 
“absolute and undisturbed use 
and occupation of the Indians.” 
The American Indians justly un-
derstood the Treaty as the right 
to self-determination.  

But the discovery of gold in 
the Black Hills by George Arm-
strong Custer in 1874, followed 
by the Battle of the Little Big 
Horn in 1876, galvanized the 
illegal confiscation of Indian 
lands and the enforcement of 
the reservation system.  After 
failed attempts to convince the 
Tribes to cede the Black Hills, 
the government simply took the 
land as an Act of Congress via 
the 1877 Dawes Act.  The Act 
intended to take more than just 

land, it intended to eviscerate 
tribal sovereignty by withdraw-
ing recognition of nationhood 
and recognizing Indian people 
only as “individuals.” It was an 
egregious violation of the 1868 
Treaty and set the stage for the 
massacre at Wounded Knee in 
1890, where as many as 300 un-
armed Native Americans were 
slaughtered.  Nearly half were 
women and children.  

Not until 1980 did the U.S. Su-
preme Court acknowledge that 
the taking of the Black Hills was 
illegal, and compelled compen-
sation, today estimated to be at 
over one billion dollars. 

But the Lakota People have re-
jected the court’s decision. They 
are clear. The Black Hills are sa-
cred and not for sale. 

Oglala Lakota County is one 
of the poorest counties in the 
United States.  The Lakota peo-
ple live in extreme poverty.  
Their life expectancy is nearly 
six years less than white Ameri-
cans. The infant mortality rate is 
stunning at nearly double that of 
white Americans. Their children 
were subjected to cultural geno-
cide through forced assimila-
tion in Bureau of Indian Affairs 
schools. But they were not poor 
before their land and resources 
were taken. The Lakota under-
stand Indian poverty as a direct 
result of colonialism. 

“We know we’re about surviv-
al. [We’re] not fighting for civ-
il rights, in our own traditional 
system we have that. But we are 
a colonized people. Our fight is 
against a colonizing nation,” ex-
plains Madonna Thunder Hawk. 

The new Indian leadership 
is educated both in traditional 
ways and at American colleges 
and universities. They easily 
traverse both worlds, but they 
do not accept the label of “Amer-
ican.” They are members of their 
respective Indian Tribal Na-
tions. And return of their lands 
under the treaties remains their 
priority. They call for solidarity 
with other colonized peoples of 
the world. And they identify the 
continued denial of self-deter-
mination and pressure to assim-

ilate as an ongoing strategy of 
cultural genocide.  

Oglala Lakota leader and NDN 
Collective President Nick Tilsen 
speaks to the fight for the Black 
Hills: “The Waters of Justice 
have absolutely been polluted. 
The issue of the Black Hills is 
one of the longest unresolved le-
gal, political, treaty and human 
rights matters in the history of 
the United States. This president 
says he’s about a reckoning with 
the past and healing forward yet 
no effort has been made by the 
White House to have open dia-
logue about the return of public 
lands in the Black Hills. It’s time 
to talk about Land Back. If this 
country wants to authentical-
ly engage a restorative and just 
healing process with this coun-
try’s Indigenous peoples it must 
start with the return of stolen 
Indigenous lands back into In-
digenous hands. That’s our ask, 
it’s very clear, return all public 
lands in the Black Hills to the 
Lakota. It will halt the mining 
claims and projects that are pol-
luting the water and destroying 
the environment and move us all 
closer to justice.”  

These are warriors of a new 
era committed to the protection 
of their land, their waters, and 
their people, and they are fu-
eled by the urgency of climate 
change.  

“The waters of justice have 
been polluted.”  

The fight continues.

Sand Brim was at Wounded Knee 
in 1973 and remained as an in-
vestigator for the legal defense 
of the 350 federal criminal cas-
es brought against Indian ac-
tivists. She just returned from 
the 50-year commemoration of 
Wounded Knee. She is a lawyer 
and has a long history of activ-
ism, from anti-war, civil rights, 
El Salvador, and as a labor ac-
tivist for the past decade.  She is 
the former Director of Strategic 
Campaigns for National Nurses 
United and was a policy advisor 
in the 2020 Bernie Sanders pres-
idential campaign. 

Gathering at mass grave for victims of the 1890 massacre at 
Wounded Knee (Photo/Gail Sullivan) 

Frank Star Comes Out, Oglala Sioux Tribal 
President (Photo/Gail Sullivan)  
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Spring on Lake Street 
BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

Lake Street rebuilding and 
revival  

Spring is a good time to talk 
about Lake Street. Lake Street 
started rebuilding in the midst 
of the pandemic from the de-
struction wrought by the anger 
unleashed in the George Floyd 
uprising. But it was slow at 
first. It’s stronger now, and Lake 
Street is getting back its vibe as 
a multicultural corridor.  

First let’s look at two long-
time institutions that are each 
making a comeback or a trans-
formation. The first one is In 
the Heart of the Beast Puppet 
and Mask Theatre (HOBT). 

You probably know that after 
40-plus years of singlehand-
edly putting on the immense 
event known as MayDay, HOBT 
stepped back from that in the 
summer of 2019, announcing 
that the 2019 MayDay was its 
last. A new body was formed 
called the MayDay Council 
(MDC). The MDC is working to-
ward a vision of many MayDays 
at scattered sites – more sus-
tainable, but still totally rooted 

in community and build-it-your-
self. It is now its own separate 
enterprise, though partnered 
with HOBT.  

So where does that leave 
HOBT and the Avalon Theater? 
Still there, and about to become 
more visible. The first of a se-
ries of new events for the rest 
of 2023 and beyond has been 
announced. First up, a Puppet 
Fashion Show, from Thursday, 
April 13 through Sunday, April 
16. Check out the artists, extra 
information, promo videos and 
ticket sales at hobt.org. Also 
check out the Puppet Library 
Project kicking off this month. 
The “HOBT in the Community” 
heading on the website menu 
also has a wealth of information 
about projects in the traveling 
puppets or teaching areas of 
HOBT’s mission.   

The other institution is Walk-
er Community United Method-
ist Church, or Walker UMC for 
short. Walker’s population, like 
that of so many other churches, 
is aging. Young families with 
children, still plentiful just six 
or seven years ago, have largely 
stopped attending. When COVID 

Sandy Spieler with Las Posadas puppets for ‘Border CrosSings’ event in December 2022

See Lake Street, page 8
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hit and Sunday services went 
online, revenue all but vanished 
overnight, with few of the long-
time traditional members being 
online givers. In the wake of the 
uprisings, the Walker building 
was home to many mutual aid 
projects helping the neighbor-
hood survive. A few are still there 
and are rent-paying tenants. 
Gradually, in-person celebrations 
returned, but the Zoom option re-
mained.  

Ten years ago, the rich panoply 
of Walker’s history was enlarged 
when a young “church planter” 
named Tyler Sit came to Walk-
er to start a new kind of church. 
As Walker gently declined, Sit’s 
New City Church rapidly grew. 
It turns out this will probably 
be the key to Walker’s surviv-
al. In recent months, with new 
pastor Rev. David Wheeler and a 
new governing structure, Walker 

UMC voted to gift the building 
to New City Church and become 
their tenants. With the easing of 
pandemic restrictions, parties, 

concerts and shows, usually to 
raise money for various causes, 
have returned. One such event, 
to be held on Saturday, April 29, 

will welcome the Women’s Prison 
Book Project back to Walker for a 
Book Sale and Brunch fundraiser 
from 8 a.m. to noon.  

 Retail along Lake Street 

Retail businesses of many 
kinds are found along Lake 
Street, many as small local places 
to buy specialized items. A prime 
example is Ingebretsen’s, which 
has been present for so long in 
the community you might forget 
about it. An inspiring place to 
find unique gifts for all occasions, 
including food, crafts, books and 
more, almost all of their in-store 
items are also available online. 
Check out their fantastic book 
selection for Nordic noir, trav-
el books, cookbooks and more. 
I found a book there by an old 
friend of mine, Ellen Jensen, now 
living in Norway. Jensen’s book, 
“We Stopped Forgetting,” is a 
scholarly yet intimate dive into 
the tales of her Sami ancestry.  

Speaking of books, you know 
the Uncles are back, right? In 
case this is a fantasy or mystery 
to you, “the Uncles” is the af-
fectionate nickname of twinned 

bookstores Uncle Edgar’s and 
Uncle Hugo’s, specializing in the 
respective genres of crime/mys-
tery and SF/fantasy. Burned out 
of a longtime Chicago Avenue lo-
cation just north of Lake Street, 
they are now inhabiting the for-
mer Glass Endeavors space on 
31st Street, just east of Minneha-
ha Avenue. Visit them today.  

Midtown Global Market 

One great option for food – 
as ingredients or ready to eat – 
can be found at the large booth 
of Grassroots Gourmet at the 

Grassroots Gourmet
Manny’s Tortas

Puerta 
Grande Law 

Firm, LLC

>

Lake Street, from page 7

Students at Henry High making a dragon head for a Tiamat 
puppet in Fall 2022

Habanero Tacos Grill



Midtown Global Market (MGM). 
This specialty grocer offers lo-
cal products such as honey and 
maple syrup, artisanal cheeses, 
preserves and pickles, eggs and 
dairy items, and farm-raised, 
additive-free meats, all by small-
batch producers. You can also get 
sliced-to-order cheeses and ar-
tisan-cured meats. Grab-and-go 
lunches are available Mondays 
through Fridays. Their locally 
made pistachio shortbread is a 
personal favorite. 

Another perennial favorite 
at MGM is Manny’s Tortas. Tor-
tas are Mexican sandwiches on 
a crusty wheat roll, with grilled 
onions, peppers, cheese and avo-
cado added to the meat or bean 
filling. Manny’s tortas, always 
chockful of fresh ingredients, 
make a delicious and satisfying 
meal in themselves, but in case 
you need more, they also have 
appetizers, salads and desserts 
on the menu. 

And don’t forget Salsa a la Sal-
sa Restaurante and Margarita 
Bar, which prides itself on serv-
ing the most authentic Mexican 
dishes using recipes that have 
been handed down in their fam-
ily through generations. Their 

mouthwatering menu choices in-
clude traditional meat, fish and 
chicken entrees plus gluten-free 
and vegetarian options, including 

their own version of soy chorizo. 
Salsa a la Salsa can also cater your 
special event, from box lunches 
for meetings to large parties and 
receptions. Visit their website to 
see their food and drink menus as 

well as learn more about catering 
services. 

Food and drink options along 
Lake Street  

The Lake Street corridor has 
always been home to many din-
ing establishments, and this is 
still the case. The foods of Mexico 
and the Americas dominate the 
scene these days. May we suggest 
you try some of the delicious of-
ferings at Habanero Tacos Grill at 
3223 E. Lake St.? And make sure 
to check out their terrific Google 
reviews. 

Another great dining spot is 
Galapagos Cafe at 3508 E. Lake 
St. for Ecuadorian specialties, 
including breakfasts, seafood, 
arepas and plantains, as well as 
a full bar menu. If you want oth-
er ethnic cuisines, Himalayan 
Restaurant offers the foods of 
Nepal, Tibet and India. And re-
member to visit Midori’s Float-
ing World, which re-opened in a 
new Lake Street location nearly a 
year ago with its amazing menu 
of Japanese comfort food.

April 2023 9WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COM

33rd
 A

ve.

Hiawatha Ave.Ingebretsen’s

4
4

th
 A

ve.

Celebrate Spring on Lake StreetCelebrate Spring on Lake Street

26th
 A

ve.

M
innehaha

Anderson 
Realty

Quality auto RepaiR Since 1961

4522 East Lake Street | Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-3121
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com

Quality auto RepaiR Since 1961

4522 East Lake Street | Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-3121
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com

Quality auto RepaiR Since 1961

4522 East Lake Street | Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-3121
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com

Quality auto RepaiR Since 1961

4522 East Lake Street | Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-3121
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com

Quality auto RepaiR Since 1961

4522 East Lake Street | Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-3121
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com

Season’s Greetings

Quality auto RepaiR Since 1961

4522 East Lake Street | Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-3121
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com

Happy Spring!

Immigrants are Minneapolis!
Puerta Grande Law Firm LLC

 At Our New Address!
 4301 4th Ave S., Minneapolis, MN 55409  

612-808-9288  •  www.puertagrandelaw.com

Global Market
920 E. Lake Street

612.870.3930
mannystortas.com

Habanero 
Tacos Grill

Electra Tune 
Tire & AutoDairy

Queen

HOBT puppets at the Capitol, Spring 2022

Ellen Jensen’s Sami storybook 
at Ingebretsen’s

Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2019

Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2019 Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2019

Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2019

Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2019 Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2019Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2019

Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2019 Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2019

Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2019

Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2019 Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2019

Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2020

Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2020Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2020

Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2023

Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2023Valid at Lake Street Dairy Queen 2023



BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

Spring 2023 dawns on a 
reinvigorated Chicago Ave-
nue at 48th Street and the 
southward stretch. There are 
a couple of new incoming 
businesses, there are some 
longtime stalwarts thriving 

once again, there is a lively 
sidewalk culture, and there’s 
even a new transit option 
from Metro Transit. And, 
the return of something we 
missed last summer.  

The thing we missed, that 
went away for a season, was 
the Nokomis Farmers Market 
at 5167 Chicago Ave. During 
their 2022 hiatus, the parent 
organization, Neighborhood 
Roots, held pop-up markets 
and used other ways of rais-
ing money to bring back the 
smallest (but very popular) 
of its three south Minneap-
olis markets (the other two, 
which remained open, are 
Kingfield and Fulton). The 
market will be back in its 
same location and time slot, 
Wednesdays from 4 to 8 p.m., 
beginning on June 14, ac-
cording to the Neighborhood 
Roots website. 

Arguably, the anchor of the 
actual block that runs be-
tween 48th and 49th Streets 
on the west side of Chicago 
Avenue is the Parkway The-
ater. It’s been back in busi-

ness, in person, for over a 
year now and is really hop-
ping. Imaginative film se-
ries alternate with exciting 
live entertainment, both lo-
cal and imported. The food 
options on either side of the 
Parkway are both stellar and 
worth a visit on their own 
– Creekside Supper Club to 
the south, and Town Hall Tap 
and Sidecar at the Tap to the 
north.  

The Saturday film series 
for April is Puppet Month, 
featuring “Muppets from 
Space,” “The Dark Crystal,” 
“Labyrinth” and “The Great 
Muppet Caper,” while the 
Thursday series is Murder-
ers, Stalkers and Psychos. 
On April 10 there will be an 
author talk and new book 
signing with local superstar 
author Curtis Sittenfeld, 
moderated by Julie Schum-
acher, and Tuesday, April 
11, there will be a concert 
by Lucy Wainwright Roche, 
that exquisite talent result-
ing from the marriage of two 
folk rock dynasties. You get 
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Spring on Chicago Avenue and 48th Street 

Scene from the Nokomis Farmers Market
Original Urban Wok in St. 
Paul’s Lowertown



the picture. Check out the 
Parkway’s event portal on 
their website for even more 
riches.  

There are two businesses 
coming soon to the Chicago 
and 48th commercial hub, 
one food-related and one 
not. The non-food one will 
open any day now at the spot 
between Bauhaus Framing 
Studio and Town Hall Tap. 
It’s called Stirling Castle Vin-
tage and Resale. This is the 
first physical storefront for 
a vintage clothing (and oth-
er items) business that has 
been only online and in pop-
ups and markets until now. I 
saw the window display, all 
ready for the opening, and if 
it’s an indication, we’re look-
ing at some really good qual-
ity stuff. I forgot to take a 
picture, so I’ll post a picture 
of the actual Stirling Castle, 
which I have been to, by the 
way.  

The food-related one is 
Urban Wok. There has been 
a sign in the window for 
more than a year claiming 
the space vacated by Primp, 
a dress shop, as the future 
space for the next Urban 
Wok. Urban Wok was found-

ed in Lowertown in St. Paul, 
and then began to expand, 
eventually merging with a 
franchising firm in Atlan-
ta, Georgia. Current Urban 
Woks (subsequent ones being 

franchises) can also be found 
in Medina, St. Louis Park, 
Brookhaven, Georgia, and 
Columbia, South Carolina, 
as well as the original one in 
St. Paul. I think both of these 
new businesses will round 
out the retail mix very nicely.   

Not that it is lacking now! 
How many other commer-
cial hubs surrounded by at-
tractive, stable, middle-class 
housing can boast a large ur-
ban park, a fencing school, 
too many beauty and well-
ness salons to count, a great 
coffee shop, pizza, sushi, a 
bakery, vegan fried chicken, 
a good liquor store, a brew-
pub, a theater, a veterinary 
clinic and a pet washeteria? 
And that’s not even all there 
is at 48th and Chicago. 

Part of that lively sidewalk 
culture I mentioned is Pum-
phouse Creamery. The Twin 
Cities abound with good ice 
cream places, but Pump-
house, one of the smallest, 
punches above its weight. 
They make my favorite ice 
cream on the planet – Lem-
on-infused Olive Oil Sea 
Salt. I won’t even try to de-
scribe this; just go and taste 
it. Honorable mentions are 
due to their use of Askinosie 
Chocolate in their chocolate 
flavors, their Ruby Roasters 
Coffee flavor, and the Broth-
er Justus Single Malt Whis-
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CLASSIC TAEKWONDO STUDIOS
Now Enrolling for 

SUMMER CAMP
$55/day includes: snacks and admissions for daily field trips. 

Pay only for days needed!
Camp Hours: 8:30-5:30 June through August

(must be enrolled as a student)

3MONTH INTRO
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Includes:
• Uniform
• 4 Introductory Lessons
• Unlimited Class Hours
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members 50% off

(3 month intro)

MRS. CAROLYN BOSTON teaching for over 45 years.

5253 Chicago Ave. S. • 612-810-2051
www.classictkdstudios.com
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Lucy Wainwright Roche
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Financial

See 48th & Chicago, page 12

Pumphouse Creamery’s flavor board



key flavor. Way to boost local 
brands.   

McRae Park is the neigh-
borhood’s prairie and park-
land (it actually has a small 
prairie within the park). 

There is a lot of interest-
ing programming for kids 
during spring break and all 
summer long, and for all 
ages throughout the year. 
On Thursday, April 20, if you 
are 55 or older and live in 
the vicinity, come to McRae 
park at 1 p.m. for coffee and 
a chat about what kinds of 
programming you would like 
to see and participate in. 

You’ll be talking with Helene 
Gauthier of Community Edu-
cation at Roosevelt High and 
Rachel Hoben of McRae Park. 
For more information call 
612-668-4828. 

And the new transit op-
tion? That would be the D 
Line, which is still pretty 
new, but in operation now. 
The D Line is the latest route 
in the bus rapid transit (BRT) 

system, where prepaying be-
fore boarding and specially 
designed limited stops cut 
travel times greatly. Chica-
go and 48th is one of those 
limited stops on the D Line, 
which runs from Brooklyn 
Center to Bloomington, via 
downtown Minneapolis, Chi-
cago Avenue and the Mall of 
America. Unlike the “limit-
ed” bus routes of old, which 

ran infrequently and/or only 
during commuting hours, the 
BRT runs all day and buses 
come about every 15 min-
utes. (The old #5 route is 
still operating but is running 
only one per hour at off-peak 
times.) Go to metrotransit.
org or the Metro Transit app 
on your smartphone for more 
details.  
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The actual Stirling Castle in Scotland

Curtis Sittenfeld and her latest bestseller
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BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

Openings and closings 

All things old shall be made 
new again! Leading the Open-
ings and Closings is a Return. 
The Seward Cafe held an event 
to announce their relaunch on 
Tuesday, March 14. I had to go to 
a caucus that night, but I man-
aged to drop by the first half 
hour of the event and gain some 
information. The two main piec-
es of information are that the 
Cafe Grand Reopening will be 
on May 1 (how appropriate), 
and they will reopen the kitch-

en but also are going to focus a 
lot more on being a community 
space and resource, coming off 
of three years of being only that. 
By the way, 2024 will be Seward 
Cafe’s 50th birthday, and it is by 
far the longest running coopera-
tive dining establishment in the 
country.  

Another favorite is changing 
hands. The founding owner of J. 
Selby’s put the business up for 
sale, hoping, along with his fans, 
that it would be preserved as a 
vegan eatery, and it was bought 
by Aubry and Kale Walsh, the 
siblings who founded and own 
Herbivorous Butcher. They don’t 
plan to make major changes, but 
I’m sure any they do make will 
be popular, as will the best sell-
ers they’re keeping.  

And then, this is not a restau-
rant but it is a return of sorts. 
The Women’s Prison Book Proj-
ect is back at Walker Community 
UMC this year for their famous 
pancake breakfast fundraiser, 
now branded as Book Sale and 
Brunch (Saturday, Aug. 29, 8 
a.m. to noon). Excuse me, but I 
am a bit of an expert at this, and 
you can’t call a meal between 8 
a.m. and noon a brunch. 

Food industry news 

The Twin Cities Eater had a 
piece about vegan dining in our 
metropolis. We now have at least 
13 noteworthy establishments, 
either all-vegan or outstanding 
vegan options! I read the piece 
eagerly, and I got a few must-try 
ideas from it. (Francis Burger 

Joint, The Stray Dog, Advellum 
Vegetable Eatery.) I have no 
quibbles. They got almost all my 
own favorites – May Day Cafe, 
Hard Times, the Himalayan, Na-
maste and Reverie, as well as 
the two mentioned above.  

America’s Test Kitchen (ATK) 
was acquired by Marquee 
Brands, a consortium which 
includes the Martha Stewart 
Brand and others. ATK itself 
includes more than just TV: 
a magazine, a cookbook, etc. 
Employees were assured that 
nothing would change, but less 
than two months later, 23 staff 
were terminated, and the ATK 

kids’ show was axed. Last year, 
workers for ATK had successful-
ly formed a union with Commu-
nications Workers of America 
(CWA) but they hadn’t got a con-
tract yet. I am detecting a pat-
tern here. It’s almost like there’s 
a union-to-acquisition-to-down-
sizing pipeline spreading from 
one industry to another.  

And now, in the food and bev-

erage world, it’s food TV’s turn, 
it seems. In March, workers for 
BSTV, a production company be-
hind two popular shows on the 
Food Network, “The Kitchen” 
and “Trisha’s Southern Kitchen” 
with country star Trisha Year-
wood, signed cards with the 
Writers’ Guild. Their union drive 
was sparked by being converted 
involuntarily from employees to 
freelancers, losing health care 
and job security. As noted in 
Eater magazine, “Though script-
ed television is a highly union-
ized industry, nonfiction shows 
like [these] have not had those 
same protections. A 2020 poll of 
workers in the industry found 
that more than 80 percent of 
those who worked in nonfiction 
television lacked health insur-
ance, and a vast majority report-
ed working overtime without 
pay.” 

Mini-review: Café Racer’s 
‘Breaking Bread’ 

Café Racer Kitchen (2929 E. 
25th St.) has a free brunch of-
fering the last Monday of every 
month from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
called “Breaking Bread.” They 
serve one special item with op-
tions, a bread side, and drinks. 
I took my food-insecure friend 
CJ there, and we had a delicious 
dish called sancocho. It came 
accompanied by a small, round, 
slightly sweet corn cake. I loved 
it!  

Afterward, I did a deep dive 
into sancocho, because this was 
the first I had heard of it. Sanco-
cho seems to be a thing in most 
of Central America and the Ca-
ribbean, and a few South Amer-
ican countries. It’s not a thing 
in Mexico, as far as I can deter-

mine (correct me if I’m wrong!) 
but it shares some DNA with 
posole. The dish is usually made 
with pork and one or two oth-
er meats, but Breaking Bread’s 
options were a vegan version 
with black beans added, or a 
meaty version with some bone-
less chicken added (we both got 
the chicken). Also, all the photos 
I saw in my research had small 
chunks of corn on the cob which 
looked very frustrating (how do 
you eat it?) but Breaking Bread’s 
just had lots of fresh sweet corn 
kernels and chunks of both pota-
to and yucca, in a thick, flavorful 
vegetarian soup.   
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Now is the time to apply for 
summer employment! 

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
is currently accepting applications 

for seasonal positions including Park 
Maintenance, Lifeguards, Golf Course staff, 

Recreation, Watercraft Inspectors and 
Equipment Operators (CDL required).   

See all job opportunities at 
www.minneapolisparks.org/jobs

An equal opportunity employer

Park It Here for an  Park It Here for an  
Exciting Summer JobExciting Summer Job

Restaurant and food news, plus a mini-
review of Café Racer’s ‘Breaking Bread’ 

Sancocho con pollo at Café 
Racer’s ‘Breaking Bread’

America’s Test Kitchen



Blue Thumb Resilient Yards 
Workshops
March 30 - May 25
Virtual: bluethumb.org/events/  
Learn how to beautify your land-
scape while planting for clean water 
and pollinator habitat at a Blue 
Thumb Resilient Yards Workshop this 
spring. Blue Thumb’s Resilient Yards 

workshops give participants the skills 
to create their own rain gardens, 
native plantings, pollinator habitat 
and more. Use our free online learn-
ing series, register for a live virtual 
workshop, or do both! Your yard can 
BEE the change.
Live virtual workshops cost $15. 
Scholarships are available upon 
request, no questions asked. All 
workshop registrants can choose 
to be automatically registered for a 

$350 Lawns to Legumes grant, sup-
ported by the Minnesota Board of 
Water and Soil Resources. For more 
information and to register, visit 
bluethumb.org/events/.

The Ways We See It: Selections From 
Four Vine Arts Center Photographers
Saturdays in April, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Vine Arts Center
Ivy Arts Building
2637 27th Ave. S., Mpls.
The Vine Arts Center presents “The 
Ways We See It: Selections From Four 
Vine Arts Center Photographers,” an 
exciting and provocative exhibit of 
images captured by photographers 
John Box, Edie Karras, Rubin Latz 
and Raven Miller. The exhibit can be 
viewed on Saturdays, April 8, 15, 22 
and 29 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
Vine Arts Center Gallery Store will 
also be open during these times to 
view and purchase the work of other 
Vine Arts Center members. 
www.vineartscenter.org

The Metal Shoppe Open Studio 
Saturday, April 29, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
2919 Como Ave. SE, Mpls.
Join us for an open studio at the Met-
al Shoppe. In conjunction with Inter-
national Sculpture Day, artists Max 
Cora, Gita Ghei, Wayne E. Potratz, 
Lindsey Raven and Brian Sobaski will 
open their studios. There will be art, 
antiques, curios, food and fellow-
ship. Parking is available behind the 
building. Contact: Wayne E. Potratz 
at 612-707-4350 or potra001@umn.
edu.

Seward Longfellow Restorative 
Justice Fundraiser 
Concert by Maria Isa
Thursday, May 4, 6 to 10 p.m.

Hook and Ladder Theater
3010 Minnehaha Ave., Mpls.
Join Seward Longfellow Restorative 
Justice for a fundraising concert by 
Maria Isa at the Hook and Ladder 
on May 4. The concert will launch 
the Hook and Ladder’s annual, 
award-winning Under the Canopy se-
ries. This outdoor concert is 21+ and 
tickets are $25 in advance or $35 at 
the door. Proceeds from ticket sales 
will benefit SLRJ. There will be a food 
truck on site for the duration of the 
show and free ice cream provided by 

Big Bell/Minnehaha Scoop. Tickets 
are on sale now at https://thehook-
mpls.com/event/utc23-mariaisa-slrj/.
Maria Isa Perez-Hedges is a Boricua 
singer, songwriter, actress, rapper, ac-
tivist, youth worker and international 
recording artist. She is also a Minne-
sota state representative for District 
65B, Rep. María Isa Pérez-Vega. 
For more information or to donate 
directly to SLRJ on their website, visit 
slrj.org. https://slrj.networkforgood.
com/projects/122953-growing-re-
storative-justice.
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Southside Pride is a monthly community newspa-
per delivered on the First Monday of each month to 
convenient locations in and around our Southside 

communities. We are proud of the racial  and cultural 
diversity of the Southside, and we oppose racism and 

other efforts to keep us apart as a community.

If you want to share some news of your church, school 
or organization, please write us at:

Neighborhood Night. This month 
we honor Women’s History 
Month by viewing and discussing 
the documentary “The Fight for 
Women’s Rights,” which looks at 
the stories of two women—one 
who is one of the first female 
commercial airline pilots and one 
who is part of the early women’s 
rights movement. This documen-
tary shows how women used tal-
ent and persistence to overcome 
obstacles. Come, learn and get 
to know neighbors!  Coffee and 
snacks included.  Bring a friend!  
No cost/no registration. For more 
info: www.churchoftheholyname.
org; 612-724-5465.  

Stories of SEVEN Women 
Monday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
The O’Shaughnessy
St. Catherine University
2004 Randolph Ave., St. Paul
In honor of celebrating wom-
en’s vital role in history, The 
O’Shaughnessy is proud to 
present “SEVEN,” a riveting 
documentary play by seven 
female writers based on personal 
interviews with seven remarkable 
women who faced life-threat-
ening obstacles before bringing 
heroic changes to their home 
countries of Pakistan, Nigeria, 
Ireland, Afghanistan, Guatemala, 
Russia and Cambodia. Produced 
by LA Theatre Works, the play 
makes the powerful and timeless 
statement that even in the darkest 
times, one person, one voice, 
and a single act of courage, can 
change the lives of thousands. 
“SEVEN” will be on The 
O’Shaughnessy stage for one 
performance only at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, March 16. Tickets are 
$25-$29 (discounts for students, 
seniors, military, TPT, MPR). Box 
Office: www.theoshaughnessy.
com or 651-690-6700

Zealous Hellions: Taylor Mac
Tuesday, March 17, 7 p.m.
Mixed Blood Theatre

1501 S. 4th St., Mpls.
Mixed Blood Theatre hosts Taylor 
Mac in their newest ZEALOUS 
HELLIONS event. Taylor Mac, 
who uses “judy” (lowercase 
unless at the start of a sentence, 
just like a regular pronoun), 
not as a name but as a gender 
pronoun – is a playwright, actor, 
singer-songwriter, performance 
artist, director and producer. 
Judy’s work has been performed 
on Broadway, the Lincoln Center, 
D.C.’s Kennedy Center and the 
Sydney Opera House. Mac is 
a MacArthur “Genius Grant” 
recipient, a Pulitzer Prize finalist 
for drama, and a Tony-nominated 
playwright. Mac will discuss art, 
gender, expression and last year’s 
Broadway experience with the 
show “Gary: A Sequel to Titus 
Andronicus”in conversation with 
Jeremy Cohen, the Producing 
Artistic Director of the Play-
wrights’ Center. Mac and Cohen 
will debate, connect and theorize 
with each other on stage which, 
in combination with audience 
energy and participation, will 
result in humor, inspiration and 
wisdom.   
Guaranteed admission for $25, 
become a member, or attend 
without charge on a first-come-
first-served basis via Radical 
Hospitality. For reservations or 
more info, call 612-338-0937 or go 
to https://mixedblood.com/event/
zhtaylormac/.

Sick Lit: A Writing Workshop
Saturday, March 21
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nokomis Library
5100 34th Ave. S., Mpls.
An open writing workshop for 
artists and writers interested 
in writing and reading around 
chronic illness. No previous expe-
rience needed. FREE. Workshops 
will be lead by writer, editor, 
and teaching artist Lara Mimosa 
Montes in the library meeting 
room. For more info and to RSVP, 
please write: MplsWritingWork-
shops@gmail.com

Arbeit Opera Theatre presents
“The Rape of Lucretia”
March 20-21, 7:30 p.m.
March 22, 4 p.m.
Southern Theater
1420 Washington Ave. S., Mpls.
AOT will present “The Rape of 
Lucretia” by Benjamin Britten 
on March 20- 22 at the historic 
Southern Theater in Minneapolis. 
The production will be presented 
in English with English superti-
tles, and features an all-Minneso-
ta cast, crew and orchestra. “The 
Rape of Lucretia” was the first of 
Britten’s chamber operas and is 
based upon the ancient Roman 
tragedy of Lucretia. As with most 
of Britten’s operatic storytelling, 
Lucretia portrays the struggle of 
an individual against a hostile 
society. The story unfolds during 
a time of war when Rome is ruled 
by an Etruscan king who ascend-
ed to power through force. It is in 
this hostile society that Lucretia’s 
body is used as a tool for political 
ambition and power. AOT’s pro-
duction will be set untradition-
ally in an ambiguous time and 
place, focusing this story through 
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Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.
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World Premiere of 
“Spamtown, USA”
Now through April 5
Children’s Theatre Company
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 
Children’s Theatre Company 
(CTC) is proud to announce the 
world premiere production of 
“Spamtown, USA,” running Feb. 
16 through April 5, written by 
Philip Dawkins and directed by 
Will Davis. The playwright met 
with and interviewed 25 people 
who were children in the city of 
Austin, Minn., during the P-9 
Strike against Hormel in the 
1980s to gather their stories and 
perspectives. The play explores 
how pivotal events that occurred 
during the strike affected relation-
ships inside and between three 
families. While five kids dream 
of space camp, tennis teams, and 
out-of-state college, they find 
their families and community 
suddenly divided by picket lines 
and opposing agendas. This is 
the story of having the strength 
to stand up for what you believe 
in, the challenge that comes in 
disagreeing with those you love, 
and the humor that helps keep 
friendships alive. The show is 
recommended for everyone ages 
9 and up. Ticket prices range 
from $15 through $71 (subject to 
change) with ACT Pass tickets for 
$5. For more information, visit us 
online at www.childrenstheatre.
org or call the ticket office at 612-
874-0400.

March at Bryant-Lake Bowl
Bryant-Lake Bowl
Cabaret Theater
810 W. Lake St., Mpls.
The Theater of Public Policy

Mondays, March 9 and 23
April 6 and 20
May 4 and 18
7 p.m. (doors at 6 p.m.)
Presented by Danger Boat 
Productions
Learn AND laugh with The 
Theater of Public Policy! Each 
show, we host an expert guest for 
a live on-stage discussion on a 
big issue, topic or idea. Then the 
cast brings the conversation to 
life through entirely unscripted 
improv comedy theater. Tickets 
$15/$12 in advance or with Fringe 
button/$60 season pass (over the 
phone only). More info at https://
www.bryantlakebowl.com/the-
ater/the-theater-of-public-policy-
57/?mc_id=1749
Courtney Pauroso: Gutterplum
Friday, March 27, 7 p.m. 
Presented by Spit Take Comedy 
Series
A smash hit at the 2019 Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival, “Gutter-
plum” is an unclassifiable whirl-
wind of physical comedy and 
theater from LA-based comedian 
and “dangerously delightful” 
clown Courtney Pauroso. “An 
intense and hilarious journey...an 
hour of utter chaos that somehow 
portrays a deep life-spanning 
story.” $18/$15 in advance. More 
info and tickets:
https://www.bryantlakebowl.
com/theater/courtney-pauro-
so-gutterplum/?mc_id=1747

Dan Pfeiffer presents
“Un-Trumping America”
Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m.
The Parkway Theater
4814 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Dan Pfeiffer, New York Times 
bestselling author and co-host of 

“Pod Save America,” comes to the 
Parkway in celebration of his new 
book, “Un-Trumping America: A 
Plan to Make America a De-
mocracy Again.” Join us for this 
energizing reading and book sign-
ing! Each ticket includes a copy of 
Pfeiffer’s new book. “Un-Trump-
ing America” is a sharp political 
playbook for how Democrats can 
take on Trump, McConnell, Fox 
News, and the rest of the right-
wing circus dominating American 
politics. The book dismantles 
toxic Trumpism and offers a 
way forward. The event with 
be moderated by special guest 
Alyssa Mastromonaco. Sponsored 
by Magers & Quinn Booksellers. 
For more info and tickets: https://
www.magersandquinn.com/
event.

“Redwood”
March 11-April 11
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.
Sundays, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
The Jungle Theater
2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls.
The Jungle Theater is excited to 
present “Redwood,” an astute 
new play brimming with com-
edy, wit and dance. Written by 
Brittany K. Allen and directed 
by H. Adam Harris, this singular 
American story is about learning 
to live and love in a present that’s 
enmeshed in a dark past. In this 
razor-sharp, humor-filled tale, a 
Hip-Hop dance class Greek Cho-
rus and opinionated long-dead 
ancestors help guide the relation-
ship between Meg and Drew, an 
interracial couple whose lives are 
rocked when Meg’s Uncle Stevie 
discovers Drew is from the family 
that enslaved her relatives in 
antebellum Kentucky. Tickets and 
more information are available at 
612-822-7063 or www.junglethe-
ater.org.

The Fight for Women’s Rights
Thursday, March 12
7 to 8:30 p.m.
Holy Name Church
(Garvey Hall)
3637 11th Ave. S., Mpls.
Everyone is welcome to attend 
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612.377.2224 / guthrietheater.org

by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
directed by TOM QUAINTANCE

Twelfth Night
Final 2 Weeks!
Must close March 22

A romantic Shakespeare comedy

Sponsored by

Southside Pride
2721 E. 42ND STREET  SUITE B

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55406
CALL US AT 612-822-4662

email: editor@southsidepride.com

Ward 12 City Council Candidate Forum 
on Local Energy and Climate Justice

 
Hosted by Community Power and partner organizations MN350, Unidos 
MN, the MN Environmental Justice Table, and Minneapolis Climate Ac-
tion.

Wednesday, April 19, 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Roosevelt High Auditorium
4029 28th Ave. S., Mpls.

There are also virtual tune-in options such as a livestream on Community 
Power’s Facebook Event Page.
 
Confirmed candidates: Aurin Chowdhury, Jerome Evans, Luther Ran-
heim and Nancy Ford. Each will share their visions on how to meet Min-
neapolis’ Climate & Equity Plan goals and share some additional energy 
democracy perspectives.   
 
Audience members can submit questions!
Informal mingling time and possible refreshments in the front lobby af-
ter the Q&A ends at 7:30. The facility requests no food or drink besides 
water in the auditorium.
 
All from around the city are welcome and encouraged to attend! RSVPs 
admired and appreciated at: https://bit.ly/ward12forum.

Also check the above webpage for updates, links to virtual tune-in op-
tions and full description.   
 
Community Power is a Minneapolis-based energy democracy 501c3 orga-
nization which originated as the 2013 Minneapolis Energy Options cam-
paign that led directly to the city forming its first-in-the-Nation Clean En-
ergy Partnership with Xcel and CenterPoint. 
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most of Ukraine but almost lost 
it to the Ottoman Empire allied 
with the British and French in 
the Crimean War.  The Treaty of 
Paris, signed on March 30, 1856, 
forbade Russia to base warships 
in the Black Sea.  

After the Russian Revolution 
in 1917, Ukraine became one of 
the constituted republics of the 
United Soviet Socialist Republics 
(USSR).  With the collapse of the 
Soviet Union in 1991, Ukraine 
became nominally independent.  

In 1991, Putin resigned as a 
senior intelligence officer in the 
KGB and became active in Rus-
sian politics.  From 1999 to the 
present, he has been either pres-
ident or prime minister.  

The Iranian Revolution of 
1979 effectively closed off the 
historic smuggling route for 
heroin from Afghanistan to Is-
tanbul, so smugglers had to 
go through Turkmenistan and 
Russia to reach Western mar-
kets.  Just as the OSS (the pre-
decessor of the CIA) worked in 
partnership with the Sicilian 
Mafia to ensure a safe reception 
for the Allied invasion of Sicily, 
so the KGB has had a close work-
ing relationship with the Rus-
sian mob, running heroin out 
of Afghanistan through Russia 
and generally exiting to West-
ern customers through the port 
of Odessa in Ukraine.  The Unit-
ed Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime estimates the heroin traf-
fic from Afghanistan was worth 
$1.4 billion in 2022.  

Mark Galeotti wrote in For-
eign Policy in 2014: “For exam-
ple, Russian law enforcement 
officers have confirmed to me 
that on the Ukrainian main-
land, the Moscow-based Solnt-
sevo network, Russia’s largest 
and most powerful mob, has a 
long-standing relationship with 
the ‘Donetsk clan,’ an infamous 
political-criminal circle in the 
eastern Ukrainian industrial city 
of the same name. This was the 

heart of ousted President Viktor 
Yanukovych’s power base, and 
his Party of Regions became a 
‘haven for Donetsk-based mob-
sters,’ according to a 2006 ca-
ble from the U.S. Embassy in 
Kiev to the National Security 
Council.”  

In November of 2013, large 
protests began in Maidan Square 
in response to President Yanu-
kovych’s sudden decision to not 
sign a political association and 
free trade agreement with the 
European Union and instead opt 
for closer relations with Rus-
sia.  By January and February 
the demonstrations had turned 
violent, with 108 protesters and 
13 police officers being killed.  

Feb. 18-20: Thousands of 
demonstrators march on the 
parliament building.    

Feb. 21: Demonstrators occu-
py government buildings.  The 
police abandon central Kyiv.  Ya-
nukovych flees the capital after 
signing an agreement for an 
interim unity government and 
new elections.  He seeks asylum 
in Russia.  

Feb. 27: Russia condemns the 
agreement, calling it a coup, 
invades and occupies Crimea 
and stages fake independence 
demonstrations in Donetsk and 
Luhansk.  

East and West are once again 
at war in the borderland be-
tween Europe and Asia.  

China says it is neutral.  It is 
not supplying Russia with war 
materiel or troops.  If it did, it 
would be game over.  China has 
proposed a 12-point peace plan.    

Here is their first point: 
“China’s Position on the Polit-

ical Settlement of the Ukraine 
Crisis  

“2023-02-24 09:00  
“1. Respecting the sovereign-

ty of all countries. Universally 
recognized international law, in-
cluding the purposes and princi-
ples of the United Nations Char-
ter, must be strictly observed. 
The sovereignty, independence 
and territorial integrity of all 

countries must be effectively up-
held. All countries, big or small, 
strong or weak, rich or poor, are 
equal members of the interna-
tional community. All parties 
should jointly uphold the basic 
norms governing international 
relations and defend interna-
tional fairness and justice. Equal 
and uniform application of in-
ternational law should be pro-
moted, while double standards 
must be rejected.”  

It is hard to believe that China 
could be neutral or an objective 
observer.  After all, the Mon-
gol Empire, the Golden Horde, 
created the rough perimeters 
of modern Russia, and their 
deputy, Alexander Nevsky, was 
Prince of Kiev.  But China plays a 
very long game.  They genuinely 
believe that Taiwan and most of 
Russia will eventually fall into 
their lap.  All they have to do is 
sit and wait and keep doing what 
they’re doing.  In 2021 Taiwan 
had $198,280,000,000  invest-
ed in mainland China.  Trade 
between the two was $273.06 
billion in 2021.  China doesn’t 
recognize sanctions against Rus-
sia.  It buys their oil and sells 
them goods.  It may take a hun-
dred years or more, but every 
day and in every way Taiwan 
and Russia are becoming more 
dependent on China.  Nixon and 
Kissinger effectively ended the 
Two China Policy when the U.S. 
recognized China in 1972, more 
than 50 years ago.  China could 
have legitimately invaded and 
occupied Taiwan 50 years ago, 
but they are content to wait and 
see.  

China recently negotiated a 
peace treaty between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia.  Bringing together 
Shia and Sunni seems almost a 
higher hill to climb than ending 
the war in Ukraine.   

Notwithstanding China’s his-
tory and its sense of itself as the 
Middle Kingdom, the first pro-
posal to end the war in Ukraine 
by getting Russia to agree to 
respect “the sovereignty of all 

countries” would mean that 
Russia must withdraw from all 
occupied territories in Donetsk 
and Luhansk, and it must with-
draw from Crimea.  

If Russia would agree to this, 
it would end the war and stop the 
slaughter of innocents.  Surely, 
Ukraine and the U.S. could agree 
to this, couldn’t they?  

The remaining 11 articles 
could be negotiated, but Russia 
must agree to this first proposi-
tion and end the war.  

Postscript: 
Xi Jinping brought his major 

ministers to Moscow in March 
for a sit-down conference with 
Putin to try to talk some sense 
into him. He probably told him: 
withdraw from Ukraine; you 
can’t win; the whole world is 
against you; we’re not going to 
give you war materiel or combat 

troops.  
China will continue to ignore 

economic sanctions against Rus-
sia and will continue non-mil-
itary trade—buying Russian oil 
and selling Chinese domestic 
products.
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LULA VINTAGE CLOTHING 
1587 SELBY AVENUE 
ST. PAUL, MN 55104
www.lulavintagemn.com
651.644.4110 

LULA VINTAGE CLOTHING 
1587 SELBY AVENUE 
ST. PAUL, MN 55104
www.lulavintagemn.com
651.644.4110 

30:7 resized

We are a small regenerative WI family farm 
- support local, fresh and nutrient dense! 

Sign up at http://blackbrookfarmstead.com/
blackbrook.farm.llc@gmail.com

Check out our 
NEW ONLINE 
FARM STORE!
Fully stocked with:

2023 CSA Shares
Certified Organic 

Seasonal Vegetables
Pastured Organic 

Chicken and Pork - 
fed no corn or soy
100% Grass-Fed/

Grass-Finished Beef

BY KATHRYN KELLY 
 
On March 22, 2023, the Metro-

politan Council voted to amend 
the Hiawatha Golf Course Mas-
ter Plan to the Nokomis-Hi-
awatha Master Plan. This opens 
a potential spigot of Met Coun-
cil money to fund the Hiawatha 
Golf Course project. 

What was wrong with this 
vote? 

A Met Council member right-
ly asked why they were consid-
ering a golf course project be-
cause they are not allowed to 
fund golf courses. The Minneap-
olis Park and Recreation Board 
(MPRB) responded that the proj-
ect would also create items like 
boat storage and rentals, a fish-
ing dock, sledding, ice skating 
and cross-country skiing. The 
problem is these items already 

exist, so no funding is needed. 
Some proposed items, like an 
observation tower, can be built 
just outside of the golf course 
property. The new restaurant 
that they have been talking 
about for six years is, all of a 
sudden, described as a “main 
park building.” A park building 
can be funded with Met Council 
money; a restaurant cannot. So 
which is it? And a park building 
already exists at Lake Hiawatha. 
Why build a second one? That 
leaves trails. They talk about a 
loop trail around the lake using 
the existing berm. Initially, the 
MPRB stated that this berm was 
unstable and could collapse and 
drown golfers. Now, it is part of 
their plan with water on both 
sides that may really make it 
unstable and likely to collapse. 
They also say that the proposed 

trails through the golf course 
may need nets to protect peo-
ple from golf balls, which illus-
trates the danger. So, will any 
of these “new” amenities really 
be built? It seems very unlike-
ly. Which begs the question of 
why taxpayers should be soaked 
for the planning of these items 
when the items will ultimately 
be discarded from the plan. This 
appears to be typical smoke-
and-mirrors from the MPRB to 
get money from the Met Council.  

Another problem is that the 
Metropolitan Council adopted 
an equity policy in December 
of 2020 for regional parks. The 
MPRB states that “the park plan-
ning process does still meet the 
equity analysis guidelines ad-
opted in December 2020 by the 
Met Council.”  If so, why did the 
MPRB ask the Met Council to 

exempt the MPRB from the Met 
Council’s equity guidelines?  The 
MPRB claims that development 
of this plan amendment began 
nearly eight years ago before the 
Equity Analysis requirements 
were in place, thus this plan 
should be exempt.  So it seems 
as if the MPRB is admitting that 
its plan does not meet the equity 
guidelines. A review of the Met 
Council guidelines does show 
that the Hiawatha plan does not 
meet guidelines for recreation 
and climate change.  Yet, the 
Met Council allowed this exemp-
tion. So are the Met Council’s 
guidelines essentially mean-
ingless, to be thrown aside at 
will? See this article about how 
this project does not abide by 
the Metropolitan Council equity 
guidelines: https://southside-
pride.com/2021/05/09/equity-

and-the-hiawatha-golf-course-
master-plan-2/. 

Finally, there were seven new 
members on the Met Council 
who had been there only two 
weeks. One new member asked 
if consideration of this propos-
al could be delayed so that new 
members could have some time 
to understand the proposal and 
absorb the large amount of pub-
lic feedback that was received. 
The question was never really 
answered, and the vote proceed-
ed. Thus, it appears that this 
decision was pushed through 
without proper knowledge and 
consideration. Will this project 
be a follow-on to the light rail 
project that is currently in big 
trouble?

Hiawatha Golf Course – what is the Met 
Council’s stamp of approval worth? 

Here, from page 1



Music for Good Friday:
Charles Wood
Friday, April 7, 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral
519 Oak Grove St., Mpls.
Saint Mark’s Cathedral Choir, in 
person and livestreamed.
https://ourcathedral.org/event/mu-
sic-for-good-friday-charles-wood/

Taking Heart Ramadan Iftars
Thursday, April 6, 6:30 p.m.
Dar Al Farooq Center
8201 Park Ave., Bloomington
Saturday, April 8, 6 p.m.
Abubakar As-Sadique
2824 13th Ave. S., Minneapolis
For 18 years the Muslim American 
Society of Minnesota and Minnesota 
Council of Churches have built re-
lationships, reduced Islamophobia, 
and fostered conversations between 
people of different faiths through 
Taking Heart Ramadan Iftars. During 
Ramadan you are invited to an open 
house at a mosque where you can 
witness prayer, learn about your 
neighbors and enjoy a fast-breaking 
meal. More iftars are scheduled for 
other dates and locations through-
out the metro area and greater 
Minnesota. To learn more and to 
sign up to attend a Taking Heart Iftar, 
visit http://mnchurches.org/what-
we-do/taking-heart.

The Listening Ear at Living Spirit: 
Mental Health for Everyone
Wednesday, April 19, 6:30 p.m.
In-person and online
Living Spirit United Methodist 
Church
4501 Bloomington Ave., Mpls.
Living Spirit offers a monthly night 
of mental health education and 
check-ins on third Wednesdays. The 
event on April 19 begins at 6:30 p.m. 
with a half-hour education session, 
followed by some practical exercises. 
At 7:30 p.m., participants can meet 
one-on-one with a trained listener to 
check in about their mental health in 
general or discuss a particular issue. 
The event is free and open to people 

of any (or no) faith traditions. Par-
ticipate in person at Living Spirit or 
online via our livestream/Zoom.
More information at our website: 
https://livingspiritumc.org/listen-
ingear.

New Winds of the Spirit: Being 
Church in a Fractured World
April 22-23
In person or online
Meetinghouse Church
6200 Colonial Way, Edina
With climate change, political 
polarization, and persistent social 
inequalities, sometimes it seems 
the world is coming apart. How 
do churches show up in the here 
and now? Reimagine church at the 
Guelich Lectures where we’ll explore 
how God’s Spirit might call us into 
new ways of facing the greatest chal-
lenges of our time. Speakers include 
Jeff Chu, Gary Green, Ry Siggelkow 
and Sara WIlhelm Garbers. Learn 
more and register at https://meet-
inghouse.church/guelich/#about.

Everything but the Kitchen Sink
Do you have kitchen supplies you 
are wishing to re-home? MCC Ref-
ugee Services is looking for kitchen 
supplies to set up homes for new ar-
rivals! We are collecting the basics: 
large pots; large pans; baking sheets; 
tall kitchen trash cans; wastebaskets; 
kitchen utensils (mixing spoons, slot-
ted spoons, spatulas, can openers); 
sharp kitchen knives; microwaves.
To donate, please contact RSvol-
unteers@mnchurches.org or call 
612-230-3219 — or order online 
from our up-to-date Amazon 
Wishlist: https://www.amazon.com/
hz/wishlist/ls/2144RAQ240DR9/
ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1?_encod-
ing=UTF8&type=wishlist.

Calvary Emergency Food Shelf
2553 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
612-827-2504, ext. 3
The Calvary Food Shelf has reopened 
in our new location at 3553 Chicago 
Ave. and continues to create access 
to fresh, nutritious food for the com-
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The Southside
Religious Community Welcomes You
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Triduum
Holy Thursday, April 9, 7pm
Good Friday, April 10, 7pm
Easter Vigil, April 11, 8pm

Palm Sunday Masses
April 4 & 5

Sat. 5pm, Sun. 8:30am & 11am

Easter Sunday Masses
 April 12, 8:30am & 11am

Palm Sunday Mass
Sunday, April 10, 9am

Triduum
Holy Thursday, April 14, 7pm 
Good Friday, April 15, 7pm 
Easter Vigil, April 16, 8pm  

Easter Sunday Mass
Sunday, April 17, 9am

Triduum
Holy Thursday - April 6 - 7pm
Good Friday - April 7 - 7pm
Easter Vigil - April 8 - 8pm 

Easter Sunday
April 9, 8:30am & 11am

Triduum
Holy Thursday, April 9, 7pm
Good Friday, April 10, 7pm
Easter Vigil, April 11, 8pm

Palm Sunday Masses
April 4 & 5

Sat. 5pm, Sun. 8:30am & 11am

Easter Sunday Masses
 April 12, 8:30am & 11am

Palm Sunday Mass
Sunday, April 10, 9am

Triduum
Holy Thursday, April 14, 7pm 
Good Friday, April 15, 7pm 
Easter Vigil, April 16, 8pm  

Easter Sunday Mass
Sunday, April 17, 9am

Triduum
Holy Thursday, April 9, 7pm
Good Friday, April 10, 7pm
Easter Vigil, April 11, 8pm

Palm Sunday Masses
April 4 & 5

Sat. 5pm, Sun. 8:30am & 11am

Easter Sunday Masses
 April 12, 8:30am & 11am

Palm Sunday Mass
Sunday, April 10, 9am

Triduum
Holy Thursday, April 14, 7pm 
Good Friday, April 15, 7pm 
Easter Vigil, April 16, 8pm  

Easter Sunday Mass
Sunday, April 17, 9am

Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm • Sunday 11am - 5pm

Bahá’i

BAHÁ’I CENTER OF
MINNEAPOLIS
3644 Chicago Ave. S., 612-823-
3494
Minneapolis.Bahai@gmail.com
Devotions at the Bahá’í Center 
and via Zoom, Sundays 10 am, 
and Tuesdays via Zoom 6:30 pm
See www.minneapolisbahai.org
So powerful is the light of unity 
that it can illuminate the whole 
earth.
-Baha’u’llah

Christian

CALVARY LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Worshiping at 
2742 15th Ave. S.
612-827-2504 
www.clchurch.org
Sunday Worship at 10 am
Interim Pastor Kjell Ferris
A Reconciling in Christ Congre-
gation

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
ST. ALBERT THE GREAT
E. 29th St. & 32nd Ave. S.
612-724-3643
www.saintalbertthegreat.org
Weekend Masses
Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 9:30 am (also live-
streamed on Facebook)
Sunday 12 noon
Weekday Masses M, T, TH, F at
8:15 am in the Chapel, east door 
and elevator entry

FAITH EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
3430 E. 51st St.
612-729-5463
www.faithlutheranmpls.org
Sunday Worship 9 am and on-
line on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
felcmpls/
Maundy Thursday Service 
6:30 pm
Good Friday Service 
6:30 pm
Easter - Communion Wor-
ship 9 am
Easter Potluck Brunch fol-
lowing service
Bring a food item to share.
Blind Ministry - April 22, noon 
to 2 pm
Education Hour - 10:30 am

AA group - Mondays 6:30 pm
Senior Exercise Class - 
Mondays 10 am
NA groups - 
Wednesdays 7:30 pm
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jared 
Yogerst

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN
CHURCH (ELCA)
1720 E. Minnehaha Pkwy.
holycrossmpls.org
Sunday Worship at 9:30 am
Maundy Thursday & Good 
Friday Worship at 7 pm
Easter Worship at 9:30 am
An inclusive community
encouraging lives of service

LIVING SPIRIT UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
4501 Bloomington Ave.
612-721-5025
Multicultural/Intergenerational
Justice — Generosity — Faith
Worship  In-Person or Online
10:30 am Sundays
Online: livingspiritumc.org

MESSIAH LUTHERAN
CHURCH
The Center for Changing Lives
2400 Park Ave. S., 612-871-8831
www.messiahlutheranmpls.org
Sunday 9 am Messiah Tradition-
al Worship with Holy Commu-
nion 
Sunday 11 am Messiah Praise 
Worship (Holy Communion on 
4/16; Prayer Healing on 4/30) 

MINNEHAHA 
COMMUNION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
4101 37th Ave. S., 612-722-9527
Pastor Shawna Day
9:45 am Sunday Worship in 
person & livestream
Go to church website for info
www.minnehahacommunion.org
12-step groups Tuesday through 
Friday evenings

NEW CREATION BAPTIST 
CHURCH
1414 E. 48th St.
612-825-6933
In-person Sunday Worship 10:45 
am
Also on Facebook at:
www.Facebook.com/NewCre-
ationBaptistChurch
https://newcreationbaptist-
churchmn.org/

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Daniel B. 
McKizzie

NOKOMIS HEIGHTS
LUTHERAN CHURCH –
ELCA
5300 10th Ave. S.
612-825-6846
www.nokomisheights.org
Sunday worship 10 am, inside 
the sanctuary
Sunday School and Adult Forum 
at 9 am
Online worship premiers Sun-
days at 10 am on Facebook and 
YouTube.
Maundy Thursday Dinner 
Church, April 6, 6 pm
Good Friday worship, 
April 7, 7 pm
Easter Sunday, 8 & 10 am, 
Egg Hunt & Refreshments, 
9 am
All services are bilingual in 
English & Spanish

ST. JOAN OF ARC
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
www.stjoan.com 
4537 Third Ave.
Saturday, 5 pm in the Church
Sunday, 7:45 am in the Church,
9 & 11 am in the gym
Family Mass - 9 & 11 in the 
Church
Video available on our website
and Facebook page
We Welcome You Wherever You 
Are On Your Journey

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CONGREGATION
Augsburg College, Hoversten 
Chapel
Riverside & 22nd Aves.
612-333-2561
www.trinitylutherancongrega-
tion.org
Sunday Worship 11 am
April 9 Easter Sunday 
Worship 11 am
Everyone is welcome
Pastors: Jane Buckley-Farlee & 
Alem Asmelash
Office: 2001 Riverside Ave. 
Reconciling in Christ

All Directory 
Churches are 
Wheelchair 
Accessible

munity. We are open for individual 
choice shopping BY APPOINTMENT 
on Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and on Saturdays from 9 a.m. 
to noon. Call 612-827-2504, ext. 3 
for more information.

First Nations Kitchen
3044 Longfellow Ave., Mpls.
612-791-1253
First Nations Kitchen, an outreach of 
All Saints Episcopal Indian Mission, 
welcomes all to our weekly To Go 
meals and Produce Give Away every 
Sunday from 4-5 p.m. outside our 
building. We cook fresh, organic, 
indigenous meals and give away or-
ganic produce rain or shine. This is a 
barrier-free food program. To donate 
or volunteer contact us at director@

firstnationskitchen.org or go to our 
website: https://firstnationskitchen.
org.

New Creation Baptist Church
1414 E. 48th St., Mpls.
612-825-6933
We’re still here to serve you on the 
first through the fourth Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. We have 
re-opened the food shelf to choice 
shopping. We do require mask, san-
itizer and temp check. Be safe and 
God bless! https://www.facebook.
com/NCBCfoodshelf.
Saturdays (except 5th Saturdays)
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(Brown door on the corner of 48th St. 
and 15th Ave.)

SHARING FOOD
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FENCE / DECKS
New installs, 22 years in Business

Serving the Nokomis and Riverside 
neighborhoods only
ST-Lic# BC581059

FREE Quotes
651-210-1387

Troy’s Decks & Wood Fence

CONCRETE 
WORK

by Tom Seemon
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Steps, 
Sidewalks,
Patios & 

Driveways

612-721-2530

McCabe 
Self-Storage
2405 East 26th St., Mpls

10x17’ - $155/mo
10x23’ - $175/mo

Doors 10’ high

612-418-9800

Concrete • Masonry
Repair/Replace

Garage • House Additions
Foundation • Slabs

Landscapes • Demolition
Step Repair • Driveways

Bobcat Work • Dumptruck

Call Gary 
651-423-6666

• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Attic & Basement
• Addition
• Windows
• Siding
• Roofing

www.dornickconstruction.net
dornick@comcast.net

Mn. License # BC 726447

John Dornick
4853 15th Avenue South 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55417(612) 250-6665
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Please wear a mask and 
observe social distancing.

Both of our thrift stores are 
temporarily CLOSED till 

further notice, for the health 
of all. . . . We miss you! ♥

Meanwhile, please stay safe 
and healthy!
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antiracism. Minneapolis holds, 
matures, coddles, perpetuates, 
and massages a racist anti-black 
work culture. This culture 
inevitably affects our employ-
ees – mainly those of color and 
our residents.” (Green’s memo 
can be read in its entirety here: 
https://drive.google.com/
file/d/13onT9VnfKTTlQLqm-
J628wzY4pDZWmzxi/view.) 

The struggle to address rac-
ism in our city government is 
not new. The establishment of a 
division dedicated to repairing 
the institutional racism in City 
Hall was years in the making 
and had a rough time just get-
ting started.  

In 2014, when former Mayor 
Betsy Hodges proposed creating 
the new division with two staff 
people, the idea was met with 
opposition from then-Council 
Member Jacob Frey and some of 
his allies on the council, includ-
ing Linea Palmisano and Lisa 
Goodman.   

An amendment at the time, 
made by Palmisano, to cut the 
funding in half for the creation 
of the Hodges’ proposed Office 
of Equitable Outcomes, was 
defeated on a 7-6 vote. The six 
council members who voted 
against fully funding the office 
were Jacob Frey, Barb Johnson, 
Blong Yang, Abdi Warsame, Lisa 
Goodman and Linea Palmisano.  

Over the years, the office 
grew and more staff were hired, 
but since 2020 the first direc-
tor, Joy Marsh, and all of the 
original nine staffers have left. 
Other Black women in leader-
ship positions have also left the 
city, including Sasha Cotton, the 
former manager of the Office of 
Violence Prevention, and Velma 
Korbel, the director of the Civil 

Rights Department. 
It took eight months after 

Marsh’s departure for the city 
to hire Green into the role even 
though the office was down to 
only one staff member at the 
time. 

Earlier this term, there were 
objections raised to the ap-
pointment of Johnston as city 
coordinator. A group calling 
themselves “CCO Staff” (made 
up of former and current city 
staff) released a statement 
and testified about a toxic and 
racist work environment that 
was operating under Johnston’s 
leadership. The statement they 
wrote was endorsed by more 
than 80 current or former city 
staff people from at least 13 
departments. 

Despite the opposition, John-
ston’s appointment was eventu-
ally approved, and she has since 
taken over as City Operations 
Officer under the new govern-
ment structure. 

For Green, problems were 
evident from the start. “On my 
first day, March 28, 2022,” she 
wrote in the March 6 report, 
“I was placed in a windowless, 
mouse-infested space that 
shared a wall with inmates. 
I could hear crying, talking, 
praying, etc., at various times 
throughout the day. The mere 
placement of the then Race & 
Equity office was very telling 
as an incoming director, where 
race relations ranked in the en-
terprise and its importance.” 

Green’s report goes on to de-
tail a “toxic work environment” 
with dates and descriptions 
of many “instances of racism 
and antiblackness.”  She cites 
“experts and scholars to show 
how what I have experienced 
here is, in fact, antiblack racism 
and that some of that racism 
was done at the hands of other 
Black people in the enterprise.” 

She also informed the mayor 
and others that she intended 
to file a lawsuit against Coun-
cil Member Latrisha Vetaw for 
defamation of character. 

The report elaborates on that 
defamation as well as concerns 
about communication, procure-
ment, resources, “fake ethics 

complaints,” “extra scrutiny and 
moving goal posts.” It also high-
lights work accomplished and 
underway including antiracism 
training, work on a Minneapolis 
(in)Equity Report and 12 other 
projects and priorities. 

Green’s memo appears to 
have led to her departure and 
was written after an event held 
on Feb. 25 at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center called “I Am 
My Ancestors Wildest Dreams 
Expo,” and a special City Coun-
cil meeting called by the mayor 
for the purpose of approving 
funding for the event on Feb. 17.    

At that Feb. 17 meeting, 
Green shared problems she 
encountered with funding and 
how a city attorney, Susan 
Trammell, told her it was un-
ethical to solicit funds. 

After continued resistance 
and lack of support for the 
event following that council 
meeting, “on February 21, 2023, 

I resigned,” she wrote. “My 
decision to resign was from 
pure exhaustion, and my body, 
mind, and spirit could no longer 
take the racist, toxic nature of 
the enterprise.” She was also 
prepared to cancel the event. 

After talking with Deputy 
City Operations Officer Moore, 
however, Green decided to stay 
and the expo event was not 
canceled. “After speaking with 
Fatima Moore, I rescinded my 
resignation,” Green explained in 
the March 6 report, with obvi-
ous energy to address problems 
and work to improve things at 
City Hall. “Profound changes 
need to be made to the culture 
of the enterprise. As a Minne-
apolis citizen, I demand it. As a 
leader in the enterprise, I won’t 
stop demanding it and holding 
folks accountable until we all 
see it come to pass.” 

Then, three days after that 
memo, the Star Tribune ran a 
story alleging that Green had 
misled the council at the Feb. 17 
meeting by saying that the Bush 
Foundation had made a commit-
ment, and claiming that “her 
statements to the City Coun-
cil at an emergency meeting 
last month have proved to be 
untrue.” 

After that article, in an email 
to the city’s director of com-
munications, Green identified 
the person she spoke with at 
the foundation and wrote, “I 
never said that I received a 
commitment from Bush for $3 
million. I said Bush offered $3 
million but their stipulations 
I couldn’t agree to. What was 
on the table was $1 million per 
year for three years, with some 
dollars attached to do program 
evaluation each year. However, 
in order to move forward I had 
to agree that the mayor and city 
council could not be involved 
in the event.” She was told that 
if the mayor and City Council 

were involved Bush would not 
fund it because “there are peo-
ple on the board that don’t like 
the mayor and specifically the 
council president.” 

The video from the meeting 
confirms that Green did not use 
the word “commitment” but did 
tell the council that the “Bush 
Foundation had offered us $3 
million, but they had some 
stipulations that we could not 
satisfy.” 

Then, on March 13, Green 
was told by Johnston that if she 
did not resign, she would be 
“unappointed.” The reasons for 
not being appointed included 
her defensiveness, failure to 
act on Johnston’s recommenda-
tions, as well as things she said 
at the Feb. 17 meeting, and the 
newspaper article. She decided 
“to keep my original February 
21, 2023, resignation.”  

Since Green’s departure, 
among those who have spoken 
up in support of her is Angela 
Rose Myers Moroles, former 
president of the Minneapolis 
chapter of the NAACP, who 
wrote on Twitter, “Director 
Green was set up. Unfortunate-
ly, we have seen this all too 
often.”  

Erica Mauter, former can-
didate for City Council, wrote, 
“We should be thanking her, Joy 
Marsh before her, and all the 
current & former staff in that 
office who brought themselves, 
their expertise, and their lived 
experience to try to make this 
city a better place for all of us 
to live. Only to be met with hos-
tility & abuse.” 

“The enterprise isn’t struc-
tured in a way that automat-
ically supports racial equity,” 
Green concludes at the end of 
her report. “The city needs a 
supportive leadership team and 
public officials who want an 
antiracist work environment. 
I don’t believe the city as an 
enterprise is concerned about 
having an antiracist organiza-
tion. The city, as an enterprise, 
is concerned about optics.”

Cam, from page 1

Tyeastia Green
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Spring on Hennepin Avenue 
BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

Is Uptown … political? 

There are several different takes 

on what’s going on with Uptown 
and Hennepin Avenue south of 
downtown. Psychically, Hennepin 
seems to lie upon a political fault 
line in Minneapolis. Or that’s what 

you might think if you read Min-
neapolis “Left” Twitter (which, for 
my sins, I do). 

The Star Tribune wrote a per-
fectly factual account of the “de-
cline” of Uptown and its possible, 
hopeful, current resurrection. The 
article (see the March 24 piece by 
Nicole Norfleet) related the histo-
ry of Uptown from approximately 
the late 1970s until now and noted 
how its upward trend into gentri-
fication never really panned out. 
Without discussing it much, it 
vaguely alluded to that old conun-
drum: do plywood-covered win-
dows and empty storefronts lead 
to crime, or vice versa? And it pre-
dicted a comeback by the route of 
returning to roots – bohemian val-
ues, artists, small local businesses, 
denser housing. And I think that’s 
all fine.  

Still this anodyne piece was vir-
ulently attacked on Twitter. The 
main charge was that it didn’t men-
tion the police murder of Winston 
Smith in 2021. I can understand 
the frustration about that shame-
ful event. As one tweet proclaimed: 
“Hey everyone, remember when 
the Star Tribune falsely called 
Winston Smith a murder suspect 

so that they could paper-over his 
assassination and keep serving Up-
town business interests? They won 
the Pulitzer Prize that year.”  

Now don’t get me wrong. I also 
call Winston Smith’s death a mur-
der or assassination. I also  blame 
the police, and think the main-
stream media in general (not just 
our paper of record) distorted the 

news to shore up their coverup/
damage control, and that was bad. 
(And what others may forget is 
that a protester was deliberately 
run down by a car and died.) The 
whole episode was a nightmare 
within a nightmare. But does that 
mean every cub reporter who 
writes anything about Uptown for-
ever more has to reverently name-
check Smith? Actually, no. Let’s get 
a grip and focus on the subject at 
hand.  

Hennepin South reconstruction, 
Seven Points, and transit 

What I was surprised to see left 
out of the aforementioned article 
was the thing that was exercising 
Minneapolis Twitter over a year 
ago – the Hennepin Avenue South 
reconstruction plan, a city-planned 
improvement project that ended 
up pitting millennials, bikers and 
disability advocates against small 
business owners and automobile 
lovers. Not that I think the plan, 

Boludo in Uptown
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which will enter the construction 
phase in mid-2024 if all goes well, 
is responsible for the Uptown de-
cline from roughly 2018 to now, 
but that one should not speculate 
on what will “bring Uptown back” 
without taking it into consider-
ation.  

After two years of community 
engagement, the plan for recon-
struction unveiled in 2022 will 
eliminate some on-street parking 
on Hennepin Avenue, which com-
prises about 10% of the total area 
parking. In return, the street rede-
sign will eliminate major danger 
zones for cars, bikes and pedestri-

ans, and add dedicated bus lanes 
and stations for a new bus rapid 
transit (BRT) route. See minnpost.
com/community-voices/2022/01/
new-hennepin-avenue-rede-
sign-is-a-major-step-forward/ for 
a good summary of the plan’s plus-
es and minuses.  

Another piece of the Uptown 
puzzle this article doesn’t get quite 
right is the Seven Points piece. It 
mentions “the former Calhoun 
Square” near the top, then con-
cludes with some current infor-
mation on “the Seven Points retail 
complex,” but never clarifies that 
these are the same property.  

A tweet from the MSP BizJour-
nal in November 2019 records the 
transaction at the time: “Chica-
go-based Northpond Partners has 
purchased Calhoun Square for 
$34.5 million, half of what the for-
mer owners paid for the Uptown 
Minneapolis shopping center in 
2014.” So clearly the decline in re-
tail fortunes began well before the 
pandemic.  

Things to celebrate or be hope-
ful about 

There are some really good 
things happening on and around 
Hennepin that signal a hopeful fu-
ture. One of them is the transfor-
mation and renaming of the for-
mer Jefferson Community School. 
In 2021-22, the Pre-K through 
grade 8 school at 1200 W. 26th 
St. was both transformed into a 
“Global Studies and Humanities 
Magnet” open to all students in the 
city, but also in a year-long study 
followed by a vote and approval by 
the school board, changed its name 
from Jefferson to Ella Baker.  

Another good thing is that 
well-regarded new restaurants 
keep opening, and well-regarded 
older restaurants are staying (e.g., 
Ann Kim, as quoted in the Strib ar-
ticle). One new restaurant to the 

area is the fourth location of Bolu-
do, a trending eatery specializing 
in Argentinian food and wine, in-
cluding pizza and empanadas.  

A big one is the return of en-
tertainment. There are three for-
mer film theaters within a block 
of each other around Hennepin 
and Lagoon Avenues – the Lagoon 
Cinema (still a film theater), the 
Granada (a live entertainment 
dinner theater now), and the Up-
town Theater (shortly to reopen 
as a venue for live music, comedy 
shows, meetings, speakers, plays, 
corporate events and more). An-
other live music venue, also lo-

cated at Hennepin and Lagoon, is 
called Green Room. It opened ear-
lier this year as a space that wel-
comes all music genres, bands and 
artists.  

The Lagoon has five screens and 

offers a mix of first-run and inde-
pendent films. Upcoming show-
ings of interest include “The Lost 
King” (a dramatic true story about 
Phillipa Langley, amateur histori-
an who discovered the burial site 
of late medieval King Richard III) 
and “How To Blow Up A Pipeline” 
(not a documentary, but a drama 
about blowing up pipelines). 

The Granada’s very popular 
Candlelit events are candlelight 
dinner concerts featuring diverse 
musical acts such as jazz, light 
classical or romantic pop favor-
ites, as well as offerings such as 
sci-fi and fantasy film scores. They 
host a wide range of other events, 
too, from Latin dance nights with 
salsa dancing to a live orchestra, 
to hip-hop artists, to flamenco bal-
let, plus galas such as the Queer 
Space 2nd Annual Birthday Bash 
on April 26. The Granada can also 
be booked for private parties and 
events. See their full calendar at 
granadampls.com. 

The revived Uptown Theater has 
had a preview concert or two but 
will have its official opening at a 
Kickoff Party with Yam Haus on 
June 10. Four more acts are booked 
for June so far, two hip-hop and 
two rock. The venue is currently 
owned by Swervo entertainment, 
which also owns the Armory in 
downtown Minneapolis. Tickets 
are available now for the June per-
formances. 
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Today and tomorrow, year-in and year-out know that 
you can trust our experienced professionals to partner 
with you, planning each step of your funeral or cremation 
service with exacting care.
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Advertise your business in 
Southside Pride!

call David (612) 822-4662 or email david@southsidepride.com

Saint Paul College’s Mission:
Grounded in equity and inclusion, 
Saint Paul College educates and 
empowers students to lead purposeful 
lives and discover rewarding careers.

Saint Paul College, 
A member of Minnesota State

Join us for games, prizes, 
demonstrations, 

simulations, and more!

Open House
Tuesday, April 18

5-7 pm

Let us know you’ll be there!
saintpaul.edu/OpenHouse

 + General 
Manager 

Welcome Party!

Sat.
4/29

11 am–2 pm 
in the Seward Co-op 
Creamery parking lot
2601 E. Franklin Ave.

www.seward.coop/csa_fair

Se
ward Co-op

CSA Fair
Kid-friendly programming provided by Midwest 
Food Connection  |  Tour the Creamery Building 
and help shape its future  |  Meet our new General 
Manager Ray and celebrate his hire with the 
board of directors with refreshments on the patio

Select a CSA share for your household
Chat with nearly 30 local farmers

$1 OFF any size Blizzard 
(limit 4) EXPIRES 4/30/23

Blizzard 
of the Month

Proudly Serving
All Beef hot Dogs and Footlongs!

Blizzard 
of the Month

S’mores - It’s Back!

Thanks for your support! Free Delivery thru DoorDash
38th Street Dairy Queen 3747 13th Ave. S. • 11am - 8pm • 612-822-2393


