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BY CAM GORDON 

The Minneapolis 
Public Housing Authori-
ty (MPHA) has released 
a new proposal that 
could secure long-term 
funding to preserve, 
improve and produce 
more public housing in 
Minneapolis. 

On May 10, they 
made a formal request 
to the Board of Estimate 
and Taxation (BET) that 
would raise $12 million 
a year to be dedicated 
exclusively to public 
housing. The estimat-
ed $240 million would 
be used to repair and 
renovate its current 
high-rises, townhomes 
and other housing, as 
well as add up to 400 
new units of public 
housing over the next 
20 years. 

According to Min-
nesota state law, the 
city can collect up to 
0.0185% of the city’s 
total estimated market 
value through a Hous-
ing and Redevelopment 
Authority (HRA) tax 
levy. In 2023 that would 
have been up to $12 
million. Minneapolis 
has not used its HRA 
levy authority since 
2009, while nearly 
100 counties and cities 
in the state are using 

BY ED FELIEN
 
Kieran Knutson held onto 

the door to the meeting with 
Medea Benjamin, threaten-
ing to disrupt the meeting.  
Members of Vets for Peace 
stood behind the door block-
ing his entrance.  Dave Bick-
ing asked him to leave.  At 
least six officers and an MPD 
sergeant showed up.  Even-
tually, Knutson left.

According to Code Pink, 
the organization begun by 
Medea Benjamin, “The most 
aggressive protester, Kier-
an Knutson, was screaming 
at Medea Benjamin that she 
was a Putin apologist and 
then grabbed her cell phone 
while she was attempting to 
film the situation. She called 
on members of Veterans for 
Peace for help to retrieve 
the phone. One of the vets, 
a man in his 70s, came to 
assist and was pummeled 
to the ground by Knutson. 
Knutson’s assault resulted 
in the veteran being taken 
to the emergency room with 

a dislocated shoulder and a 
black eye.

According to Kristin 
Dooley, director of WAMM, 
“Longtime Minneapolis an-
ti-war organizations Wom-
en Against Military Mad-
ness and Veterans for Peace 
Chapter 27 invited Medea 
Benjamin, co-author of ‘War 
in Ukraine: Making Sense 
of a Senseless Conflict,’ to 
speak at 4200 Cedar Ave. on 
Friday night, May 19.

“A small group of 12 to 15 
protesters gathered at 5:30 
p.m. in the blocked-off street 
in front of 4200 Cedar with 
signs and handouts oppos-
ing Medea’s point of view.

“When Medea arrived, 
she chose to engage in con-
versation with the protest-
ers, which has been her 
practice at previous events. 
At that point one protester 
moved from the street onto 
the sidewalk and shouted 
repeatedly at Medea. As she 
stood silently filming him, 
he grabbed Medea’s phone 
and put it in his back pocket.

“One of the hosts, an el-
der veteran, attempted to 
retrieve the phone and fell 
to the ground in the street. 
The elder was then attacked 
by two younger male pro-
testers who punched him in 
the face and ribs repeatedly. 
Medea retrieved her phone 
and went inside. Other hosts 
were able to end the assault 
and assist the elder, who 
was taken to the emergency 
room for treatment and will 
need surgery to recover. An 
elder female was elbowed 
to the ground by a male pro-
tester as she tried to grab 
his hand. At least two people 
attending the event called 
911 independently.

“A small group of the pro-
testers then moved onto the 
entry sidewalk at 4200 Ce-
dar and spent the next half 
hour shouting loudly at the 
hosts and demanded to be let 
into the building. The hosts 
stood quietly at the door al-
lowing people to enter the 
building. Dave Bicking, own-
er of the building, informed 

BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

 I am a member of Democratic Socialists of 
America (DSA), and I have been since 1986. In 
DSA, we like to debate something called the 
Dirty Break. This is premised on the decades of 
tension between the Democratic Party and the 
left outsiders, with the leftists within the party 
being the battle line. Within DSA, which is not a 
party, there is no ideological “discipline.” There 
are Minnesota DSA folks who will have noth-
ing to do with the DFL, there are those who like 
the idea of destroying it and building a socialist 
party on its smoking foundations, and there are 
those who work, with varying degrees of en-
thusiasm and loyalty, with and within the DFL. 
The Dirty Break is shorthand for “stop pissing 
around and leave the DFL.”  

I am also a member of the Democratic Social-
ist Caucus. This group is not affiliated with ei-
ther DSA or the DFL Party. It is an independent 
PAC of DFL members and activists who believe 
democratic socialism is the most viable future 
of the party. I honestly feel like that’s pretty 
utopian, put that way, but in practical terms, 
for me and other members of DSC, it means we 
agree to organize only within the DFL and to 
give it, for now, loyalty and a heck of a lot of 

volunteer hours. And money, of course. My feel-
ings about the Dirty Break? It might happen, it 
might even be for the best, but I don’t consider 
it to be a valid strategy.    

I attended the in-person Ward 12 DFL con-
vention as a delegate from an in-person pre-
cinct caucus. The convention was on Saturday, 
April 29, at Roosevelt High School, and I was 
late. When I found my precinct and secured an 
aisle seat, they were in the process of debat-
ing “the minority report.” Not the action film, 
but an actual report from the minority on the 
ward convention rules committee. I had been 
prepped for this, which is a good thing, because 
if I had had to listen closely I would have been 
out of luck. Acoustics were abysmal. Former 
State Rep. Jim Davnie was giving the report. A 

Ward 10 DFL convention (Photo/Twitter Wedge-
Live)

Lake Street  Pages 22-23
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Celebrate summer on Franklin Avenue 

CELEBRATE SUMMER 
ON FRANKLIN AVE.

CUHCC Cares for Kids! 
A C C E P T I N G  N E W  P A T I E N T S   

High Quality - Low Cost 
 Health Care! 

Make an appointment for well-child
checks, sports physicals, illnesses,
immunizations and more. 

Walk-In or Call to
Schedule With Our

Available
Pediatricians Today: 

612-301-3433

2823 E. Franklin Ave., MPLS
& 317 E. 38th St., MPLS
www.seward.coop

BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

Seward Cafe is back! Af-
ter a launch event in April, the 
Seward Cafe officially reopened, 
albeit with some changes, on 
May 16. Since the pandemic and 
the George Floyd uprising, the 
cafe has been closed although 
the collective owners and the 
building were not idle, at vari-
ous times hosting the Seward 

Free Store and, in the kitchen, 
Southside Food Share and Mi-
dori’s Floating World (until Mi-
dori’s acquired a new space on 
Lake Street last year).  

Currently, the cafe hours are 
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. seven days a 
week, and the menu is limited to 
coffee and tea. They continue to 
host and work with local mutu-
al aid programs, fundraisers for 
radical causes and neighborhood 

activists. Find out more at their 
newly updated website: www.
sewardcafe.com. 

Just west of the Seward Cafe is 

Franklin Avenue newcomer Bolé 
Express and Lounge, the second 
location for the popular Ethiopi-
an restaurant in St. Paul’s Como 
neighborhood. Three years ago, 
an earlier version of Bolé Ex-
press was just about to open at 

the original University Avenue 
location of the restaurant, but 
it burned down during the un-
rest surrounding George Floyd’s 

murder. Now recently opened 
in Seward, Bolé Express serves 
fast-casual Ethiopian fare, fo-
cusing on quick service, authen-
tic taste, and healthy options, 
including vegetarian and vegan 
menu items. It’s located at 2111 
E. Franklin Ave. 

Other great places to eat are 
also found along Franklin Ave-
nue. Among those I like to (sadly 
infrequently) frequent are She 
Royal Bar and Bistro with its 
delicious and affordable vege-

tarian Ethiopian food, Sober-
fish with its choice of excellent 
sushi or well-executed Thai fa-
vorites, Maria’s Café for break-

fast, and way over west on the 
corner of Nicollet and Franklin, 
NOLA-style seafood spot Cajun 
Boiling for takeout or delivery.  

Did you know that there is a 
50-plus-year-old housing co-
operative on Franklin Avenue? 
Built in the late 1960s as a pri-
vate rental development, the 
Franklin Housing Co-op at 2300 
E. Franklin is part of the River-
ton Community Housing organi-
zation, which operates zero-eq-
uity housing co-ops, some, like 

Architect’s rendering of the future Minneapolis American Indian Center



Franklin Avenue, with afford-
ability options, and others for 
student housing. With housing 
in the desirable Seward neigh-
borhood getting more expensive, 
this might be an option if you’re 
afraid of getting priced out.   

If you live on or near Franklin 
Avenue, you have a lot of choices 
for grocery shopping. Of course 
there is the Seward Co-op at 
2823 E. Franklin, which is a fa-
vorite of mine since I’m a long-
time member. If I need to save 
money, though, there is Aldi at 
1311 E. Franklin Ave.  

And just across the street from 
Aldi, if it happens to be a Thurs-
day between June and October, 

there is the Four Sisters Farm-
ers Market, one of the smallest 
and most interesting farmers’ 
markets in the city. Four Sisters 
opened on Thursday, June 1, this 
year, and features foods from 
Dream of Wild Health (as well as 
other vendors), including some 
heritage varieties and herbs that 
you can’t get at other markets. If 
you’re not familiar with Dream 
of Wild Health, check them out 
at this site: dreamofwildhealth.
org. The market is located in the 
parking lot of 1414 E. Franklin 
and runs from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
They take SNAP, Market Bucks 
and cash, and some vendors take 

cards. 
One thing there is not a lot of 

along Franklin Avenue is retail. 
That’s why it’s so important to 

patronize the businesses that 
are there. Jack’s Hardware and 
Farm Supply (and bicycle repair) 
is the current store occupying 
2201 Franklin Ave., the origi-
nal site, way back in the 1970s, 
of Seward Co-op, and most re-
cently Welna II Hardware. Jack’s 
Hardware has diversified a bit 
in its offerings. They have three 
new things since they opened 
a few years ago: bicycle repair 
services and bike parts and ac-
cessories; a handyman service 
that includes locksmith services, 
as well as painting, plumbing 
and the usual handyman stuff; 
and, only for the over-21 crowd, 
THC beverages. Yes, it is a rather 
unusual offering for a hardware 
store, but the drinks cooler was 
already sitting right there, so 
why not? It appears to be a pop-
ular line. They also have lots of 
garden supplies, including hay 
bales, soil, starter plants, etc. 
Don’t drive out to the suburbs! 
Keep your local shops in busi-

ness!   
Two venerable institutions on 

Franklin Avenue have renova-
tion news. For Norway House, 
the news is that their renova-
tion – an expansion in fact – was 

completed in the fall of 2022 and 
celebrated with a Grand Open-
ing and Block Party on Oct. 15. 
In attendance were Queen Son-
ja of Norway, many donors and 
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Chef Judah Nataf in the Soup for You! Cafe kitchen

Seward
Co-op

Community 
University 

Health Center

Pet 
Doctors
Riverside Ave.

FRANKLIN AVENUE
Electric
Fetus

Four 
Sisters 
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Woodlands 
National Bank
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Delicious vegetarian fare from 
She Royal

See Franklin, page 4

ELECTRIC FETUS 
55TH ANNIVERSARY SALE
20% OFF STOREWIDE*
JUNE 6-11 

CLOTHING
MUSIC
GIFTS

612.870.9300
2000 S 4th Ave • Mpls

 *some restrictions apply

10-6 Tue-Sat
11-6 Sun

Closed Mon

PATIO AND 
DINE IN SEATING NOW OPEN!

Please call
612-870-9842 for

reservations or
take-out orders

All week from
8 am to 3 pm. 

1113 E. Franklin Avenue, Minneapolis, MN  55404

‘Seeds’ sculptor Finn Eirik Modahl meets Queen Sonja of 
Norway at Norway House in October of 2022



volunteers from Norway House, 
the Norwegian artist Finn Ei-
rik Modahl (who produced the 
new stainless-steel sculpture 
“Seeds”), members of the neigh-
boring Norwegian language 
church, and hundreds of other 
neighbors and fans of Norway 
House. The project, which in-
cluded building a new annex, 
the 18,000 square-foot Inno-
vation and Culture Center, was 
undertaken in order to upgrade 
Norway House into a welcoming 
and inclusive representative and 
repository of modern Norwe-
gian culture here in Minnesota.  

The other hot spot on Frank-
lin Avenue is just beginning 
renovations this year. This is 
the Minneapolis American Indi-
an Center or MAIC. After many 
years of planning, they broke 
ground on an ambitious ($32.5 
million) construction project 
last December. In addition to up-
grading systems and designs in 
the nearly 50-year-old building, 
the project will add over 16,000 
square feet of new space to the 

complex.  
The new design calls for an 

impressive entrance right on 
Franklin Avenue with ceremo-
nial space, and also expands 
and moves the Gatherings Cafe 
up from the basement to face 
the avenue. There will be larger 
and more modern fitness space, 
office spaces, and a greatly ex-
panded art gallery. The renova-
tions are so extensive that the 

building is closed for the dura-
tion and services and programs 
have been moved to nearby part-
ner locations, such as the Little 
Earth Learning Center and the 
Many Rivers East Building. The 
first phase of construction is ex-
pected to be complete by sum-
mer of 2025.   

Franklin Avenue houses some 
great community organizations, 
and three of them are in the for-
mer Bethany Lutheran Church 
building, an institution on Frank-
lin Avenue since 1902. Bethany 
Lutheran closed as a church in 
September of 2021. In anticipa-
tion of the closing, they voted 
to give their then-101-year-old 
church building to Augsburg 
University. Read all about this 
part of the church history and 
its interesting beginnings in 
this piece in Southside Pride by 
Elaine Klaassen: southsidepride.
com/2021/09/20/bethany-lu-
theran-church-closed-sept-12.  

The current tenants in the 
former-church-cum-commu-
nity-center are Soup For You! 
Cafe, a free lunch program start-
ed by the church eight years ago; 
CAIR, the Council on American 
Islamic Relations, which has 
had its offices in the building 
for years also; and Open Door 
Learning, an adult education 
center. I don’t know a lot about 
Open Door Learning, apart from 
the fact that they offer adult lit-
eracy, citizenship classes and 
college prep, all free. I have vis-
ited Soup For You! several times. 
They offer free hot lunches, with 
soup, sides and coffee, five days 
a week from noon to 1 p.m. in a 
cafe-style, full-service setting. 
Their soups are restaurant qual-
ity, I’m not kidding. All are wel-
come, and if you’re too rich to be 
visiting a soup kitchen, just be 
nice and drop a $50 bill in the 
donation can. 
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Bethany Lutheran Church before its 2021 closure

Native
American
Community
Clinic

Ninde Doulas
Traditional support for you

and your baby

Contact Us

1213 E. Franklin Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55404
(612) 872-8086
www.nacc-healthcare.org

What does Ninde mean?

Ninde means "my heart" in Ojibwe.
Traditionally, Ojibwe moms used this
as a term of affection for their baby. It
is also a name of a group of people
working to improve the health of
Native babies in Minneapolis and St.
Paul by working with Native moms.

What's special about Ninde
Doulas?

Ninde doulas are women who have
received special training to learn how
to support other Native women while
they are pregnant, when they are
giving birth, and after a baby has been
born. In addition, they have learned
teachings about traditional Native
birth practices from elders.

If you are seeking personal service for your banking needs ...
If you appreciate being called by your first name ...

If the word yes sounds better to you than no ...
Find an opportunity soon to see Alex at our Minneapolis location.

Woodlands Bank is committed to you. Your personal 
banking needs, your commercial banking dreams, your 

approved car loan and/or mortgage are the realities 
waiting for you when you shake off your hesitation to 

think outside the box. Like in Big Box Banking. Check 
us out. We are right in your backyard and proud of it.

We steadfastly commit to the community we serve. We want 
everyone in this community to be a part of our vision.

1113 East Franklin Avenue, #108
Hours: M-Th 9 to 4:30 • Fridays 9-6

612-230-6960



June 2023 5WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COM

Southside Pride   / NEIGHBORHOOD EDITION
• NEWS •

East Phillips wins one of the biggest 
environmental justice victories in 
Minnesota history 

Uptown, New Brighton, St. Paul and St. Louis Park

“Best Eyewear Shop in 
Minnesota”

®

BY DANIEL COLTEN SCHMIDT 

The East Phillips Neigh-
borhood Institute (EPNI) has 
reached an historic deal with the 
city of Minneapolis to purchase 
the entire 7.6-acre Roof Depot 
site for $3.7 million. Through a 
decade of fierce organizing, East 
Phillips residents and their allies 
have protected their community 
from yet another disaster of en-
vironmental racism. For gener-
ations, East Phillips has been a 
leader in the defense of human 
rights and environmental jus-
tice. Now, they are at the center 
of the equitable, green-economy 
revolution. 

The historic significance of 
this victory has its roots in the 
first contact between the orig-
inal inhabitants of this land – 
primarily Dakota, Ojibwe, An-
ishinaabe, Ho Chunk, and Sac 
and Fox Native people – and the 
United States government in 
1805. Over the last two centuries 
in Minnesota, Indigenous sov-
ereignty, philosophy, humanity 
and existence have been under 
assault. The Indigenous commu-
nity is at the center of the Roof 
Depot defense campaign because 
the Little Earth community – the 
only Native-preference Section 8 
housing in the United States – is 
only two blocks away from the 
Roof Depot site. Environmental 
racism in East Phillips has been 
called a “slow genocide” by Na-
tive folks who too often bury 
children due to health condi-
tions caused by pollution. At an 
EPNI rally, an Indigenous elder 
said, “Could our ancestors ever 
have imagined that we would be 
fighting for poisoned land?” 

The deal that EPNI was able to 
strike with the city of Minneap-

olis only came as a result of pro-
tests, court litigation, and the 
decentralized movement build-
ing that was sustained with the 
support of thousands of commu-
nity members. Much of the vital-
ity for intervention at the state 
Legislature came from Rep. Sa-
mantha Sencer-Mura, who said 
that saving the Roof Depot was 
“by far the issue she heard most 
about” from her constituents in 
the 2023 legislative session. 

EPNI found its opportunity 
when, in April, the Minneapolis 
Public Works director, Margaret 
Anderson Kelliher, revealed that 
the city would be willing to sell 
the Roof Depot site if the state 
would commit to fully funding 
the city’s roughly $200 million 
state appropriations requests. 
The city used East Phillips res-
idents’ plea for environmental 
justice as a bargaining tool to 
guarantee their huge funding re-
quests.  

The city is walking away 
from the deal with full pockets. 
They demanded that the money 
which they had already spent on 
the Hiawatha expansion proj-
ect out of the waterworks fund, 
currently estimated to be $16.7 
million, be fully repaid in order 
to sell the Roof Depot property. 
This astronomical price is total-
ly out of reach for the East Phil-
lips community, which is one 
of the lowest-income neighbor-
hoods in the city. It also reflects 
a likely mismanagement of tax 
dollars since the city bought the 
site for $6.8 million, the build-
ing has not been maintained for 
10 years, and no third-party ap-
praisal of the property nor audit 
of the Hiawatha expansion proj-
ect has ever occurred.  

The Minnesota Legislature 

has agreed to appropriate at 
least $12.2 million directly to 
the city over two legislative ses-
sions for the purpose of refilling 
the waterworks fund. EPNI must 
pay the city $3.7 million no lat-
er than July 15, 2024, at which 
point ownership of the Roof 
Depot site will be transferred 
to EPNI. Any additional money 
necessary to fully replenish the 
waterworks fund will be the re-
sponsibility of the state. 

As part of the deal, EPNI must 
show financial capability by 
Sept. 7, 2023, with either $3.7 
million cash in hand, or a letter 
of credit from a bank, or person-

al guarantees from investors. 
EPNI will be granted access to 
the property in the near future 
to complete due diligence re-
ports, including environmental 
and architectural assessments. 
EPNI is currently developing the 
Community Ownership Model 
that will provide the legal and 
community structure responsi-
ble for the Roof Depot project. 

The East Phillips vision for 
a cooperatively owned indoor 
urban farm, solar energy hub, 
low-income housing complex, 
community gathering space and 
business incubator will have a 
massive strengthening effect for 

Native rights and will support 
the health of all the diverse cul-
tures and people who reside in 
the East Phillips neighborhood. 
East Phillips is an epicenter of 
economic and environmental 
justice because the people have 
known for hundreds of years 
about the destructive nature 
of the extractive and industrial 
economic model. The agreement 
between EPNI and Minneapolis 
is a victorious milestone in the 
long journey of repairing past 
harms of environmental racism 
and colonialism. 

We owe a lot to Ronnie 
Cummins (1946-2023) 

 
From the obituary 
published in the Star 
Tribune: 

Ronnie Cummins “was a 
leading figure in the glob-
al organic regenerative 
food and farming move-
ment. His enthusiastic 
organizing skills were 
infused with passion, 
warmth, courage and te-
nacity. He was tireless in 
his work for justice and 
peace. Ronnie was the 
co-founder and International Director of the Organic Consumers 
Association, (OCA) and its international affiliates, Regeneration 
International and Vía Orgánica. He had a passion for educating 
young people, and headed up the creation of Vía Orgánica, an 
agroecology farm school and research center in Central Mexico.” 

We will no longer be individually 
distributing the Consumer 

Confidence Report 
(water quality report).

Contact 612-673-3000 
to receive a copy or 

view online at 
www.minneapolismn.gov/
publicworks/water/CCR

We will no longer be individually 
distributing the Consumer 

Confidence Report 
(water quality report).

Contact 612-673-3000 
to receive a copy or 

view online at 
www.minneapolismn.gov/
publicworks/water/CCR
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Gummies and seltzers and mushrooms, 
oh my! Plus, Brazilian pizza at ESC 
BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

Openings and closings 

Several local favorite restau-
rants have changed hours re-
cently. In April, Tiny Diner 
reopened for all-day service, 
including dinner. They’re now 
open from 8 a.m. until 9 p.m. 
every day and the patio is rock-

ing. Modern Times recently 
shortened their hours a bit and 
are now open from 9 a.m. until 
3 p.m. daily. 

A new iteration of Keefer 
Court, the beloved Chinese bak-
ery and takeout place formerly 
on the West Bank, will be open-
ing soon at Asia Mall in Eden 
Prairie. This was a momentous 
closing last year, causing much 
regret. The new spot is helmed 

by Michael Bui, owner of Pho 
Mai, with locations both at Asia 
Mall and in Dinkytown. A long-
time fan of Keefer Court, Bui 
shared his plans with founder 
Sunny Kwan and daughter Mi-
chelle, who gave him their bless-

ing and all of their recipes.  
Kehm Rai, 23, who emigrat-

ed here from Nepal nine years 
ago, already has had a rich life 
as a famous YouTube gamer, 
but he wanted to do something 
more difficult and of use to his 
community. So he got together 
some partners to purchase the 
site of longtime “trouble spot” 
the Lamplighter Lounge in St. 

Paul with the plan to start up a 
new and different grocery store. 
Their project, Karen and Nepali 
Foods on Rice Street, opened 
May 13. See Sahan Journal (sah-
anjournal.com) for details.  

New certification doesn’t 
mince words 

On my visit to one of my re-
viewed eateries below, Hi Flo-
ra!’s market annex (which 
opened a few months before the 
cafe will), I discovered a new 
ally in a passionate struggle of 
mine: the quixotic (and it sure-
ly should not be!) fight to end 
child slavery in the chocolate 
supply chain. (See my first pub-
lic writing on this topic at south-
sidepride.com/2019/01/21/
do-you-want-slavery-with-that-
chocolate?) Previously, when 
people asked me how to tell if a 
chocolate was free of the moral 
taint of slavery, my answer was 
long and complicated. If this 
new wave of activism catches 
on, that may no longer be the 
case. A new certification was 
launched by a group with the 
uncompromising name of slave-
freechocolate.org. Check it out, 
and try the Up Up chocolate, 

available at Hi Flora! on 26th 
Street just west of Lyndale.  

One big fast-food workers’ 
union! 

The fact that the Service Em-
ployees International Union 
(SEIU) is both the fastest grow-
ing and possibly now the larg-
est private sector union in the 
U.S. and Canada says a lot about 
the changing labor landscape 
in these two wealthy countries. 
And its explosive growth since 
2020 says a lot about the chang-
ing consciousness of labor and 
the working class. Now, SEIU’s 
ambitious plan is to organize 
geographically in the fast-food 
industry. It’s the old slogan “One 
Big Union” finally come to life. 
Read this deep interview with 
Mary Kay Henry, from the left 

news service Portside: portside.
org/2023-05-02/how-biggest-
private-sector-union-wants-
transform-restaurant-work-
force. 

Various food tidbits 

A May article in Eater Twin 
Cities, “Where to Eat Ice Cream 

in the Twin Cities,” started out 
with a Dairy Queen! I’m not a 
fan, but I was happy to learn that 
the Lexington Avenue Roseville 
DQ dates from 1947 and still has 
its vintage neon sign. It finished 
with my three personal favor-

ites: Sonny’s on Lyndale was 
noted for its pinot grigio sor-
bet, while Pumphouse Creamery 
and Sweet Science are two local 
brands that use only fair trade 
(i.e., slavery-free) chocolate in 
their recipes.  

Eater also ran a snarky piece 
in May called “Everybody Please 
Shut Up About Ramps.” Just to 
be contrary, here are links to 
two articles about ramps, which 
I recently tried cooking for the 
first time after reading that ar-
ticle. From Bon Appetit, “What 
Are Ramps and Why Is Everyone, 
Like, Obsessed With Them?” 
bonappetit.com/test-kitchen/
common-mistakes/article/com-
mon-mistakes-ramps and from 
Real Simple, six cool recipes in 
realsimple.com/food-recipes/
recipe-collections-favorites/
popular-ingredients/ramps. 

Eat Street Crossing – Ouro 
Pizzaria, cocktails, and valet 
parking 

I talked my neighbor and 
friend Julie into a visit to Eat 
Street Crossing. Being in her car, 
we were able to use the valet 
parking. It works well, but the 
cost has gone up to $8. Worth 

it, in my opinion. We visited the 
bar first. I had an old-fashioned, 
which was very modern. Here’s 
the recipe: Japanese whisky + 
bourbon + soju + piloncillo + 
sansho + bitters. I don’t even 
know what half of those things 

are, but it was good. We also vis-
ited the onsite liquor store. The 
shop centers local and BIPOC 
producers and manages to get a 
lot of variety into its tiny space.  
I had a special Brazilian pizza 
from Ouro Pizzaria that was a 
tribute to Mexico due to it being 
around Cinco de Mayo when we 
visited. I loved it! It was topped 
with an elote-like mixture of 
corn kernels, herbs and chilis, 
and queso fresco. I adored the 
rich-tasting, chewy crust, which 
was a golden saffron color, but 
the reason for the coloring and 
the entire recipe are a family se-
cret.  

Hi Flora! preview – a brave 
new world of mushrooms, 
weed and vegan tacos 

On May 13, I visited Hi Flora!’s 
storefront. They have a dizzying 
array of products featuring herbs 
and magic mushrooms like rei-
shi and lion’s mane and euphoric 
tinctures and drinks containing 
THC. They have a short but ex-
citing menu of brunch foods, all 
vegan. I had a street taco made 
with Nixta tortillas. It was OK, 
but honestly I don’t remember 
what was in it. I also had a fan-
cy drink from their cooler full of 
fancy drinks, but not a THC one, 
because I was driving. I bought a 
few of their fancy wares to take 
home (see photo). 

Kehm Rai in his new Nepali-Karen grocery store in St. Paul

Mary Kay Henry of SEIU on the picket line with striking 
workers

Slave-free chocolate label

Hi Flora!’s limited but posh 
seating

Take-home haul from Hi 
Flora!

Ouro pizza with its mysterious golden crust

Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm • Sunday 11am - 5pm



BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

Walker Community United 
Methodist Church has always 
done things differently. For 
much of the last 50 years, Walk-
er Church has incubated dozens 
of radical, secular projects. And 
some of the renter organizations 
were not what you would expect 
in a small-to-medium neighbor-
hood church. In the Heart of the 
Beast Puppet and Mask Theatre 
and KFAI “Fresh Air” radio (back 
then one of the few independent 
listener-supported stations) 
were two organizations among 
many that were founded in a tiny 
basement office or attic studio 
of the “Old Walker.” Some of the 
organizations didn’t last forever, 
though: the south Minneapolis 
chapter of the Black Panthers, 
draft counseling during the Viet-
nam War, a celebrated and fond-
ly remembered lesbian theater 
troupe. There was a left-leaning 
coalition of four south Minneap-
olis Methodist churches in the 
1980s and early 1990s. Walker 
is the only one of the four still 
standing.  

So no one should be all that 
surprised at what Walker 
Church is doing next. We are 
giving our church building – the 
“New Walker,” lovingly designed 
and financed by the 2012-13 con-
gregation and valued at around 
$4 million – to another, young-
er church. These things happen, 

but it’s usually after the congre-
gation has ceased to exist, or 
at least to function. Churches 
across the country are dying at 
the rate of several a week, and 
sometimes these buildings are 
given to a newer, healthier one. 
(See this article from The At-
lantic: theatlantic.com/ideas/
archive/2018/11/what-should-
america-do-its-empty-church-
buildings/576592.) But Walker 
is neither dead nor dying. De-
spite declining numbers, we are 
maintaining a part-time pastor, 
having regular weekly hybrid 
celebrations, giving away tons 
of healthy food every week, and 
even occasionally welcoming 
new – and young – members. 
But I should back up a bit to tell 
the whole story. Or at least, the 
story since 2020.  

The pandemic of 2020 and the 
George Floyd uprising may have 
been very traumatic for Walker 
Church, as for many churches, 
but it was not our first rodeo. I 
have been associated with Walk-
er Church since 1985, and in that 
time, it has had more trauma 
than a single group of people de-
serves to have. Among the cat-
astrophic events buffeting our 
church were the deaths in office, 
in their early 50s, of two be-
loved pastors, in 1989 and again 
in 2005. And then there was the 
fire. On the eve of Memorial Day 
in 2012, the “Old Walker” at age 
102 was struck by lightning and 

burned down to 10 feet below 
ground, destroying everything 
but a chest of worship items, 
the cornerstone and a few bricks 
and, miraculously, a nylon rain-
bow flag left dangling from the 
ruins of the northeast tower.  

After intense mourning and 
agonizing debate, the congrega-
tion chose to rebuild on the same 
site. That was how we got the 
“New Walker,” which debuted in 
December of 2013. A big item on 
Pastor Walter Lockhart’s wish 
list was a commercial-grade 
kitchen to use in hosting a week-
ly free meal for the community, 
and we got that, along with a 
fireplace built of bricks from the 
old church, and a concert-quali-
ty acoustic design for the sanc-
tuary. It looks more like a the-
ater than a church, and that was 
completely intended.  

There were six good years 
with Pastor Walter until his re-
tirement, with a full upstairs 
dining room every Tuesday night 
for free food and groceries. The 
mostly leftist organizations 
that had been tenants at Walk-
er before the fire had moved 
into 4200 Cedar, which had just 
opened around that time, but 
new Walker tenants came in, the 
usual mix of radical caring, re-
covery, youth programs and food 
sharing. Pastor Walter retired in 
2019, and was replaced by the 
young Rev. Katy Lee, who sadly 
had to leave some time after the 

pandemic due to illness.  Walk-
er persevered without a pastor 
until finally Rev. David Wheeler 
(retired) was appointed as in-
terim pastor. (On July 1 he will 
begin as our regular part-time 
pastor on year-to-year assign-

ments.)   
Meanwhile, backing up again, 

another transformational thing 
occurred in 2017 when “church 
planter” Rev. Tyler Sit de-
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After 130 years, Elsen Brothers auto 
shop says goodbye 
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BY STEPHANIE FOX 

In 1891, 17 years before Rich-
field officially became a city, 
John Elsen bought a small prop-
erty at 7730 Portland Ave. and 
soon opened a blacksmith shop. 
He did not imagine that in 2023, 
his shop would become the city’s 
longest continuing operating 
business. And during those 130 
years the shop changed often, 
sometimes radically, always 
keeping up with the times.  

More than 30 years after 
opening his blacksmith busi-
ness, with the rise of the age 
of the automobile and the di-
minished need for blacksmiths, 
Elsen transformed his shop. By 
1929, more than a quarter of 
American families owned a gas-
oline-powered vehicle and Elsen 
Pure Oil gas station and auto re-
pair shop was already serving 
the growing need for auto repair 
and fuel.  

The station passed from John 
to his son Eugene, then to grand-
sons Rich and Don Elsen. But on 
April 14, current owners Bob 

and Joe Elsen, the great-grand-
sons of the shop’s founder, were 
forced to close after 130 years 
in business, after learning of 
the state of Minnesota’s plans 
to bulldoze the shop in order to 
widen Interstate Highway 494. 
When the shop’s sign announced 
the closing, longtime customers 
began coming in to say goodbye.  

Bob Elsen has been working at 
the shop since high school. His 
brother Joe joined him shortly 
after that. “They trusted us to 
keep the business going,” Joe 
said of his family, “and we did 
due to being honest and fair with 
our customers.” Their attention 
to customers and their cars won 
them several “Best Repair Shop” 
awards. 

Bob has been semi-retired for 
several years and enjoys doing 
volunteer work and playing golf. 
Joe’s retirement plans are, he 
said, nothing special. “I’ll work 
on projects and spend some time 
traveling.” But, Joe said, “I’m 
going to miss our customers. 
They’ve been coming in late-
ly, bringing us doughnuts and 

cookies. I’m going to miss seeing 
them all. I’d really like to thank 
everyone – the customers, the 
suppliers, our vendors and our 
employees over the years.”  

Over those years, Bob and Joe 
began by pumping gas, cleaning 
windshields and checking oil 
levels when customers filled up 
their cars.  

“I started out as a kid, working 
the night shift after school. We 
were open seven days a week,” 
Bob said. Joe, too, worked during 
his high school years starting 50 
years ago and has been a part 
owner for 30 years.  

The 1973 gas crisis brought 
more changes. The station 
shortened its hours and then 
closed on Saturdays. Many car 
companies radically changed 
their technology as a response 
to the 1970s and the gas crisis. 
“There’s a world of difference in 
cars from the 1960s and 1970s. 
Back then you had emission sys-
tems with carburetors. Now, you 
have electric ignitions and fuel 
injection. Back then, 40 years 
ago, when it got cold, it was 

harder to start your cars. Now, 
they start right up.”  

In the 1980s, new EPA regula-
tions to protect soil from gaso-
line pollution became too expen-
sive for the small shop. While it 
was the longest running Pure Oil 
(which became Union 76) sta-
tion in the country, there was a 
lot of concern about contaminat-
ed soil, so the pumps and tanks 
were removed, and the shop fo-
cused solely on vehicle engine 
repair.  

“I always liked the mechanic 
part. Working on cars is more 
fun than working on business 
books,” said Bob. 

The repair shop has also seen 
other changes. There have been 
many new customers during the 
last few years, with new people 
moving to Richfield. “Five years 
ago, I could put a name on every 
face that came in. Now, that has 
changed. And we used to work 
mostly on American made cars. 
Now, there are mostly Asian 
cars.” 

Bob’s son Brian, the fifth gen-
eration to work at the family 

business, is now preparing to 
find a new job as an auto techni-
cian. “I’ve been doing this since 
I was 19 years old,” Brian said. 
“I’ve got options but I’m a little 
sad. I’ve been able to work with 
my family for 25 years. This will 
be a big change. It’s a bummer to 
see a family name that has been 
around for 130 years go away.” 

Two days before closing, a 
handwritten sign taped up near 
the cash register said it all: 
“Closing Forever on April 14th.” 

The shop is now closed. The 
family sold all their equipment 
at auction. Workers there, in-
cluding Brian Elsen, have al-
ready found work at other shops. 
Plans are that the building, along 
with several others nearby, will 
be demolished. According to the 
Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation, the timing for the 
building removal has not been 
finalized but will likely happen 
sometime during the 2023 con-
struction season. Work on the 
Portland Avenue bridge will take 
place in 2025. 

The Building Formerly Known As 
Walker Church

See Walker, page 19
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The left’s confusion harms the 
Ukrainian people 
BY KIERAN F. KNUTSON, 
PRESIDENT OF CWA LOCAL 
7250 

 
On May 19 Medea Benjamin, 

the famous peace activist/ce-
lebrity, brought her book tour to 
south Minneapolis – and a mod-
est protest of veterans, peace ac-
tivists, Native Rights defenders 
and anarchists met her outside. 
Why would anyone be protest-
ing a famous peace activist? The 
answer is that Benjamin has be-
come the most prominent sup-
porter of Putin’s line on Ukraine 
among the U.S. left (there are 
bigger names on the right).  

Her book repeats many of the 
Russian regime’s lies and dis-
tortions about Ukraine – that 
Ukraine has always been part 
of Russia (yeah, under an op-
pressive empire, so what?), that 
Crimea is even more a part of 
Russia (even though Crimeans 
voted in the majority for an in-
dependent Ukraine in 1991), that 
the Maidan Revolution was a fas-
cist coup (it was in fact a broad-
based popular uprising that 
overthrew the government and 
was ultimately supported by 
the Parliament). NATO expan-
sion drove the war (Ukraine was 
never in NATO, and is still not 
guaranteed admission to NATO, 
which has been extremely hes-
itant to allow Ukraine to join), 
Ukrainian fascism is predomi-
nant (the far-right parties are 
not in Parliament and get about 
2% of the vote, much less than 
in just about every other Euro-
pean country, and Ukrainians 
voted overwhelmingly for a Jew-
ish president in 2019). 

Left unsaid are Putin’s deeply 
racist, sexist and straight-up im-
perialist reasons that he himself 
has given for his “special oper-
ation,” including asserting that 
Ukrainians have never been a 

real separate people (the same 
slur as is used against Palestin-
ians and Kurds), railing against 
Lenin for the supposed Bolshevik 
“creation” of Ukrainian nation-
alism, and that a free Ukraine 
is a threat to traditional family 
and gender roles. Neither is the 
prominent role of the far-right 
Russian mercenary company, 
the Wagner Group, in the inva-
sion and occupation of Ukraine 
mentioned. 

Ultimately, Medea Benjamin is 
pushing for an arms embargo on 
Ukraine and for the U.S. to force 
Ukraine to capitulate to Russia’s 
demands, at a minimum for land 
and veto power over Ukrainian 
society and politics. This line has 
put her in bed with a number of 
longstanding war criminals of 
the “realist” school of U.S. state-
craft, like Henry Kissinger, but 
also with right-wing figures like 
Tucker Carlson, Marjorie Taylor 
Greene and, of course, Trump 
(who she praises and re-tweets). 
Her February “Rage Against the 
War” rally in Washington D.C. 
was co-organized with right-
wing libertarians and drew out 
Putin sympathizers with their 
prominent “Z” Russian military 
invasion symbols, and neo-Na-
zis like Matthew Heimbach and 
his crew.  This is an ugly look 
for a so-called peace movement 
– fronting for a bloody inva-
sion and allied with some of the 
worst people on the planet. 

What should the position of 
anti-war activists and progres-
sive people be? 

A just position must start 
with the people left out by Ben-
jamin – the Ukrainian people. 
Listen to the Ukrainian people 
– the Ukrainian trade unions, 
the Ukrainian feminists, the 
Ukrainian LGBTQ movement, 

the Ukrainian student move-
ment, the Ukrainian anti-fas-
cist movement, the Ukrainian 
national minorities: the indig-
enous Crimean Tatars and oth-
er Muslims, Ukrainian Jews, 
Ukrainian-Roma – all of whom 
are overwhelmingly, nearly uni-
versally, supporting and partic-
ipating in the resistance to the 
Russian invasion. Their voic-
es are not hard to find – I’ll list 
some of my go-to English lan-
guage sites below. 

1. We should speak out 
against the Russian invasion 
and defend Ukrainian self-de-
termination without strings 
attached. 

The Ukrainian people are 
fighting for their lives and their 
freedom against a right-wing 
repressive regime. Their victo-
ry will be a victory for all op-
pressed people, especially those 
most threatened by Putin – the 
Chechens, Belarusians, Kazakhs, 
and the Russian people. Ukraini-
ans have every right to get arms 
from wherever they can. There 
is a huge difference between 
wars of occupation and domi-
nation and wars of resistance. 
Aid to Ukraine should be with 
no strings attached. When Biden 
finally agreed to give Ukraine 
the advanced defensive Patriot 
missiles, the next week in what 
looked like a quid pro quo down 
payment, Zelensky signed an 
agreement for BlackRock, the 
huge American multinational in-
vestment firm, to run Ukraine’s 
re-construction. 

Our union Local passed a 
resolution in support of the 
Ukrainian resistance: Solidarity 
with Ukrainian Resistance! Rus-
sian Troops Out Now! https://
w w w. c wa 7 2 5 0 . o r g / i n d ex .
php/2-uncategorised/185-cwa-
7250-e-board-solidarity-with-
ukrainian-resistance-russian-

troops-out-now 
2. Connect the Russian war 

with similar examples of ag-
gression and occupation. 

The hypocrisy of the U.S. es-
tablishment which cheers on 
Ukraine while lying about or 
hiding the atrocities against the 
Palestinian people can’t go un-
checked. But a “whataboutism” 
that disses the Ukrainian people 
and their resistance is not an 
effective tool of explanation. In-
stead we should argue that what 
Putin is doing is a horrible crime 
and that it was made more pos-
sible by the U.S.’s brazen ille-
gal invasion and occupation of 
Afghanistan and Iraq, and the 
continuing illegal Israeli occu-
pation of Palestine. We must 
demand an end to the hypocrisy 
and avoid a politics of “camp-
ism” (supporting one or another 
nuclear armed power as a lesser 
evil). 

3. Support the anti-author-
itarian, anti-fascist, feminist 
and working-class forces in 
the Ukrainian resistance and 
the Russian underground. 

The Ukrainian resistance in-
cludes many different trends 
and forces – we should support 
those that are most serious 
about fighting for a new, fre-
er, and more egalitarian world. 
The anti-authoritarian Soli-
darity Collectives is a clearing-
house for information and ma-
terial aid to anti-fascist fighters, 
trade unions and  frontline ci-
vilian communities. Sotsyalnyi 
Rukh (“Social Movement’’) is 
a Ukrainian democratic social-
ist group that has exposed and 
campaigned against Zelensky’s 
neo-liberal anti-labor reforms 
while also supporting the resis-
tance to the Russian invasion. 
The Kharkiv Human Rights Pro-
tection Group documents and 
protests the horrendous viola-

tions of human rights under Rus-
sian occupation (they’ve done a 
particularly heroic job of docu-
menting the repression against 
the indigenous Muslim Tatar 
people in occupied Crimea), as 
well as fighting for the rights of 
Ukrainians, such as the now-es-
tablished annual Pride Parade 
in Kyiv. There are many trade 
unions, grassroots organizations 
and radical collectives that could 
use our support – don’t assume 
Biden is helping them.  

Resources: 

Kyiv Independent - Indepen-
dent media founded by journal-
ists who left the Kyiv Post en 
masse after interference by the 
oligarch that owned that outlet:  
https://kyivindependent.com/ 

Commons (Ukrainian left-wing 
journal): https://commons.com.
ua/en/ 
 
Kharkiv Human Rights Pro-
tection Group: https://khpg.
org/en/ 
 
Solidarity Collectives: https://
twitter.com/SolidarityColl1 

Social Movement: https://twit-
ter.com/SocRuch 
 
Ukrainian Trade Unions: 

Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions: https://twitter.com/
CFTUU 

Federation of Trade Unions 
of Ukraine: https://www.fpsu.
org.ua/index.php?lang=ens 

Independent trade 
union Zakhyst Pratsi (Defense 
of Labor): http://tradeunion.
org.ua/category/english/

the shouters that they would not be 
allowed in.

“The police arrived and stood 
near the shouting protesters. At 
about 6:45 p.m. the protesters left 
the entry sidewalk and either left 
the event or went back into the 
street. Dave Bicking neither called 
the police nor encouraged them to 
act once they arrived.

“At 7:00 p.m. Medea’s event be-
gan with 55 attendees and was un-
disturbed. At least two known pro-
testers of Medea’s position attended 
the meeting, one of whom engaged 
in discussion with her.”

In her talk, Medea Benjamin said 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine was 
“illegal and immoral” and “must 
be condemned.”  But she also said 
the “NATO aggressive alliance has 
moved right up to Russia’s border” 
and “we keep arming Ukraine, to 
what end?” 

We asked Medea Benjamin, “To 
initiate a ceasefire and bring an end 
to the war in Ukraine, would you 
support a proposal that the U.S. and 
Poland should agree to dismantle 
MIM-104 Patriot air defense sys-
tems installed in 2004, and Russia 
should agree to withdraw from the 
Donbas and Crimea.  The Donbas 
must become part of Ukraine, and 
Crimea must become an indepen-
dent and neutral country with an 
international free port.” 

She responded, “The U.S. is not 
interested in genuine peace.  There 
would be too much blowback for 
Biden in an election year.  It would 
be politically impossible.” 

Medea, from page 1

Medea Benjamin
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How we got here, Part Two 
BY RICHARD TAYLOR 

NATO’s existence became jus-
tified by the need to manage 
threats provoked by its enlarge-
ment. 
—Historian Richard Sakwa 

As Americans, we must ask: 
Did U.S. policy inflame the cri-
sis that led Russia to invade 
Ukraine?  To answer, let’s exam-
ine key events in Europe from 
1989 to 2022.   

1989 promised to usher in a 
new era of peace and coopera-
tion in Europe.  After the Berlin 
Wall fell, Soviet President Gor-
bachev and President George H. 
W. Bush (B1) sought to overcome 
the Cold War.  When B1 agreed 
not to move NATO “one inch to 
the east,” Gorbachev dismantled 
the Warsaw Pact and brought 
home Soviet troops.   

B1 honored the agreement. 
President Bill Clinton did not.  
Disregarding the objections of 
the normally compliant Rus-
sian Federation (RF) President 
Boris Yeltsin, Clinton fulfilled 
a promise made to Polish vot-
ers in 1996 by bringing Poland 
and Hungary into NATO—not 
without objections from senior 
American statesmen such as 
George Kennan, the architect of 
the containment doctrine aimed 
at the USSR.  In 1997 Kennan 
wrote that “expanding NATO 
would be the most fateful error 
of American policy in the entire 
post-cold-war era.”  Nonethe-
less, Poland and Hungary were 
admitted.  

The RF again objected when 
President George W. Bush (B2) 
added the Baltic states, Roma-
nia, and Bulgaria in 2004. 

Tensions spiked in 2008 
when B2 declared at the 2008 
NATO summit in Bucharest that 
“Ukraine and Georgia will be-
come members of NATO.”  RF 
President Vladimir Putin de-
nounced the move, insisting that 

Moscow would never accept it. 
Privately, French President Sar-
kozy and German Chancellor 
Merkel also opposed this move, 
telling B2 that Putin would see 
it as a declaration of war.  They 
gave in when B2 wouldn’t budge.  

Echoing Kennan’s warning, 
William Burns, ambassador to 
the RF in 2008 (and today’s head 
of the CIA), dashed off a memo 
to Secretary of State Condoleez-
za Rice. It read: “Ukraine’s entry 
into NATO is the brightest of red 
lines to all of the Russian elite, 
not just Putin. In more than two 
and a half years of conversation 
with key Russian players from 
knuckle draggers in the dark re-
cesses of the Kremlin to Putin’s 
sharpest liberal critics, I am 
yet to find anyone who views 
Ukraine in NATO as anything 
other than a threat to Russia’s 
interest.  NATO would be seen 
as throwing down the strategic 
gauntlet.  Today’s Russian will 
respond.”  But B2 persisted. 

In 2014, political upheaval 
in Ukraine spurred efforts to 
admit Ukraine to NATO.  The 
Maidan uprising sent Ukrainian 
President Victor Yanukovych 
packing, to be replaced by Ar-
seniy Yatsenyuk, the Ameri-
can favorite. Alarmed by Kyiv’s 
embrace of Washington, Putin 
ordered his military to seize 
Crimea.  At the same time, 
Ukraine’s military clashed with 
pro-Russian separatists in east-
ern Ukraine.   

Tensions rose further in 2014 
after NATO matched its words 
with deeds.  With a pro-U.S. 
regime in Kyiv, Obama began 
shipping advanced weapons 
to Ukraine’s military. Equal-
ly threatening to Moscow, the 
U.S. started training 10,000 
Ukrainian troops per year. Dis-
missing legalisms about Ukraine 
not yet being in NATO, Putin as-
serted that these moves showed 
that Ukraine had become a de 
facto member of the alliance. 

He had company.  After the 
invasion, a headline in the Wall 
Street Journal celebrated this 
de facto status.  It read: “Secret 
of Ukraine’s Success: Years of 
NATO Training.”  President Zel-
ensky of Ukraine agreed, stating 
that, “We are a de facto member 
of NATO; we would like to be de 
jure.” 

Let’s interrupt the chronology 
and mention two broader points.  
First, it’s no surprise that the en-
tire spectrum of the Russian po-
litical class opposes NATO mem-
bership for Ukraine.  Russians 
bitterly remember that twice in 
the 20th century, in World War I 
and World War II, Germany had 
invaded, devastated, plundered, 
and seized vast territory.  In 
both cases, millions of people 
perished, with 27 million Sovi-
et soldiers and civilians losing 
their lives in the struggle against 
the Nazis.  In both cases German 
control over Ukraine served as 
a springboard for an assault on 
the Russian heartland. 

Several experts on this topic 
have urged American officials to 
do a thought experiment where 
they imagine that twice in the 
20th century Germany had 
made an alliance with Mexico, 
one that allowed Germany to in-
vade the western half of the U.S., 
inflicting losses similar to those 
just mentioned.  The experts 
concluded that the experiment 
might make U.S. policy makers 
more receptive to Russian secu-
rity concerns. 

Or they might dismiss—do 
dismiss—Russian concerns on 
the grounds that NATO is pure-
ly a defensive alliance.  Not ev-
eryone agrees.  Reviewing NA-
TO’s record since 1991, Noam 
Chomsky concluded that NATO 
is  “the most violent, aggressive 
military alliance in the world to-
day.”  He points to NATO’s aerial 
assault on the Bosnian Serbs in 
1995, its bombing of Belgrade 
in 1999, its 20-year assault on 

Afghanistan begun in 2001, its 
fracturing of Iraq in 2003 and 
Libya in 2011. In Moscow, NA-
TO’s warlike deeds impressed 
more than its peaceful inten-
tions. 

And after Poland and Roma-
nia joined the alliance, the U.S. 
placed anti-missile radars and 
missiles in each country, al-
legedly to destroy missiles from 
Iran and North Korea.  It wasn’t 
lost on the RF that this defen-
sive posture disguised the fact 
that the launchers can be easily 
changed to carry offensive nu-
clear weapons. 

Returning to the chronology, 
after Biden took office in January 
2021, NATO’s actions reflected 
its aggressive reputation.  Biden 
stepped up military exercises in 
the region.  In July 2021, Wash-
ington and Kyiv sponsored Oper-
ation Sea Breeze, military exer-
cises in the Black Sea aimed at 
Russia that included the navies 
of 32 countries.  In September, 
Ukraine led Rapid Trident 21, an 
operation intended to increase 
“interoperability of weapons of 
allied and partnered nations.”  
Moscow also watched as NATO 
carried out live-fire rocket exer-
cises in Estonia aimed at track-
ing the RF’s air defense radars. 

Political moves accompanied 
this military activity. Zelensky, 
elected on a platform that in-
cluded negotiations with Pu-
tin, copied Biden’s stance of no 
negotiations.  In August 2021, 
the U.S. and Ukraine signed the 
Strategic Defense Framework, 
a bilateral agreement that ac-
celerated massive shipments of 
weapons to Ukraine whether 
it was in NATO or not.  Three 
months later the two countries 
signed the Charter on Strategic 
Partnership which reaffirmed 
the 2008 Bucharest Declaration 
asserting that Ukraine will be-
come a member of NATO, this 
time through an expedited pro-
cess. 

Throughout 2021, Putin and 
Foreign Minister Lavrov kept 
objecting.  Putin reiterated the 
Russian position: 1. Ukraine 
couldn’t join NATO; 2. No offen-
sive weapons could be placed 
near the Russian border; and 3. 
NATO should honor its agree-
ment with Gorbachev and move 
its weapons back to Western Eu-
rope. 

Almost plaintively, Putin de-
cried the placement of weapons 
on “the doorsteps of our nation; 
we have no further place to re-
treat to.” 

Lavrov focused on the pivotal 
point: “The key to everything is 
that NATO will not expand east-
ward.” 

U.S. Secretary of State Tony 
Blinken repeated the American 
mantra: “There is no change. 
There will be no change.” 

On February 23, 2022, Russia 
invaded, setting off the horrors 
that continue. 

This chronicle of events is 
intended to explain, not ex-
cuse. International law rejects 
preventive war, so by invading 
Ukraine, the RF executed naked 
aggression, the “supreme inter-
national crime,” according to the 
U.N Charter.  That makes the RF 
legally accountable for the pain, 
suffering, death and damage in-
flicted on Ukraine and its peo-
ple. 

However, as to the question 
posed at the top, the U.S. did 
connive to provoke the invasion, 
one that might have been avoid-
ed had Biden been willing to 
negotiate over Russian security 
concerns.  None other than Pope 
Francis spoke for many when he 
said that NATO  “had been bark-
ing at the gates of Russia” and 
had “either provoked or not pre-
vented” the war. 

This conclusion leads to two 
other topics worth exploring in 
future issues: Who are the win-
ners and losers?  What are the 
prospects for peace?

Vets for Peace response 
BY MIKE MADDEN, 
VFP CHAPTER 27 

Richard Taylor provides good 
background to the current proxy 
war being waged in Ukraine. 

I would add a few important 
points to his chronology: 

• The American role in over-
throwing President Yanu-
kovych was extensive. In ad-
dition to Sens. John McCain 
and Chris Murphy joining 
Ukrainian opposition leaders 
on a Kyiv stage, we saw U.S. 
State Department officials in 
Maidan Square handing out 
food and encouraging pro-
testors. And no account of 
the U.S. role in that coup is 
complete without reference 
to the intercepted phone call 
between Ambassador Pyatt 
and Undersecretary Nuland. 
They were caught red-hand-

ed plotting who would suc-
ceed Yanukovych, and how 
his overthrow would be 
accomplished. Their plans 
came to fruition on Feb. 22, 
2014. https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=WV9J6sxCs5k 
• Less than two months lat-
er, on April 15, 2014, the 
unelected successor regime 
to Yanukovych launched a 
military attack on the break-
away provinces to reclaim 
them by force of arms. The 
BBC reported on Kyiv’s “an-
ti-terror operation” one 
day later. https://www.
bbc.com/news/world-eu-
rope-27035196 
• The Minsk II agreements 
of 2015, had they been suc-
cessfully implemented, 
would have kept the Donbas 
as part of Ukraine, albeit as 
a semi-autonomous region. 

Several years later, in 2022, 
Chancellor Angela Merkel re-
vealed that, as a guarantor 
of the agreements, Germa-
ny was not sincere in their 
implementation, but rather 
sought to “give Ukraine time” 
with which to arm itself. 
ht tps://www.reuters .com/
wor ld/europe/put in - says -
loss-trust-west-wil l -make-
future-ukraine-talks-hard-
er-2022-12-09/ 

So, the first use of military 
force, the initial act of armed 
aggression, was committed by 
Kyiv against its own citizens. 
The Russian invasion of Feb. 
24, 2022, should also be con-
demned, not because it started 
a war, but rather because it was 
a disproportionate escalation of 
an eight-year conflict that had 
already claimed 14,000 lives. It 

must be viewed in the context 
of extensive U.S. meddling that 
toppled Ukraine’s democracy, 
and subsequent negotiations in 
which Ukraine’s western back-
ers saw war as the inevitable, if 
not the preferable, solution. 

With regard to ending the 
war, I agree that an immediate 
ceasefire and negotiations are 
urgently needed. I believe talks 
should be moderated by a neu-
tral third party. I also believe 
there is a competing U.N. prin-
ciple to the often invoked “sov-
ereignty of nations.” It is the 
principle of “self-determination 
of peoples.” 

From 2014 through 2022, it 
was the people of the breakaway 
provinces who were the ag-
grieved party. It was their presi-
dent who was violently deposed, 
their language that was banned, 
their culture and well-being that 

were threatened. When they 
were militarily attacked by their 
own government, the sovereign 
lost any remaining claim to le-
gitimacy. The breakaway prov-
inces, in their various ways, ex-
ercised their right to remedial 
secession. 

I see the annexation of Crimea 
as a relative success, retrieved 
from the instability and chaos 
instigated by the U.S.-backed 
coup. Prior to annexation, the 
people of Crimea overwhelming-
ly supported close ties with Rus-
sia. The period of annexation, 
February through March of 
2014, was almost bloodless. Only 
six people were reported killed. 
Today, the people of Crimea re-
main happy with their status as 
part of the Russian Federation. 

After nine years of war, the 

See Vets, page 19



BY ROBERT THOMPSON 

In 2011, the city of Minneap-
olis took control of the Neigh-
borhood Revitalization Program 
(NRP) in what many considered 
a hostile takeover. In 2019, the 
city declared that the NRP was 
an example of structural racism 
and continues to insist that NRP 
and neighborhood organizations 
only benefit white, affluent 
homeowners. 

The NRP gained national and 
international recognition for 
its model program to support 
grassroots planning. Since 1993, 
neighborhood organizations 
were funded generously by the 
NRP in their efforts to improve 
communities. Between 1993 and 
2018, the NRP Policy Board pro-
vided $236 million to support 
136 neighborhood action plans 
developed by residents and ap-
proved by the neighborhood 
organization, the NRP Policy 
Board, and the city and other ju-
risdictions. 

Phillips neighborhoods were 
awarded more than $20 million 
by NRP to implement projects 
such as the Green Institute, the 
Midtown Greenway, and the 
Franklin Theater and Heart of 
the Beast Theater restorations. 
The neighborhoods used NRP 
funds to support many innova-
tive housing projects, such as 
Bii Di Gain Dash Anwebi Elder 
Housing, Midtown Exchange 
Apartments, and Greenway 
Heights, as well as creating 

neighborhood-driven home loan 
and grant programs to help res-
idents become homeowners and 
to fix and restore their homes. 

So, how has the city performed 
since the takeover? An analy-
sis of the city’s management of 
neighborhood funding programs 
shows significant disinvestment 
in the most diverse and least-af-
fluent neighborhoods by the city, 
and this disinvestment occurs at 
several levels. 

Many past studies noted that 
the NRP allocations heavily fa-
vored the least affluent and 
most diverse neighborhoods of 
the city. Despite this, in 2019 
the city declared that its fund-
ing programs were more equi-
table than NRP. This is not true. 
Annual allocations to neighbor-
hoods such as Phillips and Near 
North fell as much as $111 per 
household after the city take-
over, compared to only $31 per 
household for more affluent ar-
eas of the city such as Southwest 
or Calhoun-Isles. 

Because of the generous 
funding of NRP, and because 
neighborhoods generated an 
additional $40 million through 
wise planning, neighborhoods 
are still using NRP funds today. 
Since the city took control of the 
NRP purse strings, however, an-
nual NRP expenditures have fall-
en significantly. 

This decrease in the amount 
of checks actually being writ-
ten each year is not impacting 
neighborhoods equally. Annu-

al expenditures fell far more 
sharply in the most diverse and 
least affluent neighborhoods, 
while actually increasing in the 
least diverse and most affluent 
neighborhoods. 

Average annual NRP expendi-
tures for the city’s 20 most di-
verse neighborhoods fell by 30% 
from 2015 to 2021 but increased 
by 37% in the 20 least diverse 
neighborhoods. 

Likewise, annual NRP expen-
ditures for the city’s 20 least 
affluent neighborhoods fell by 
47%, while expenditures in the 
most affluent neighborhoods in-
creased by 61%. 

It is not because the funds 
aren’t available. The NRP fund 
balance is currently around $26 
million. The least affluent and 
most diverse neighborhoods 
have significantly more NRP 
funds stored up than their more 
affluent counterparts because 
the NRP generously funded the 
least affluent neighborhoods. 
These same neighborhoods also 
generated millions in additional 
revenue to support NRP proj-
ects. 

This is also not a problem of 
more affluent and less diverse 
neighborhoods taking funds 
from less affluent or more di-
verse neighborhoods. 

The problem is a city struc-
ture that is not designed prop-
erly to serve diverse and low-in-
come communities well. In fact, 
it is designed to fail those com-
munities. 
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Many neighborhood leaders 
report that the city’s Neighbor-
hood and Community Relations 
Department erected barriers 
where the NRP used to create 
opportunities. It should come as 
a surprise to no one that more 
affluent communities will have 
more discretionary time and 
influence to overcome barriers 
that will be insurmountable for 
communities where most resi-
dents work multiple part-time 
jobs just to stay ahead. But these 
are precisely the kinds of barri-
ers the city has established. 

The Roof Depot controversy, 
and many similar issues, should 
show that the city’s agenda is 
not always the same as the com-

munity’s agenda. The problem is 
that the city has all the authority 
as well as the funding. It gets to 
set the rules and to make them 
… or break them. It is now using 
control of neighborhood funding 
to try to control neighborhood 
organizations. 

The NRP provided power and 
authority to residents working 
through their neighborhood or-
ganizations, and this became a 
threat to the city’s power and 
control. It is past time for the 
mayor and City Council to re-
form or close the Neighborhood 
and Community Relations De-
partment, and to empower and 
restore autonomy to neighbor-
hood organizations. 

My (non)dinner 
with Brian 

BY TONY BOUZA  

“My Dinner with Andre” was 
one of my favorite flicks, so 
when I spied Andre Gregory in 
an abandoned Cape Cod pond 
parking lot, I rushed over and 
gushed my enthusiasm over his 
creation.  He guessed I was a 
professor and I had to dampen 
his reaction and explain I was 
just a bureaucrat.  

In any event, the movie was 
a wonderful illustration of the 
value of curiosity, introspection 
and transactional analysis. 

So, when a secretary called 
to ask if I’d have lunch with the 
new Minneapolis police chief, I 
happily agreed to do it. 

Weeks before the event I was 
accosted in the lobby of my 
building by a guy alleging he 
was Brian O’Hara and was there 
for lunch. 

Huh? 
I segued into an hour’s chat 

in the lobby with this eccentric, 
personable stranger.  How very 
peculiar that he’d seek the wis-

dom of former luminaries.  Per-
sonally, I’d rather have a tooth 
or two extracted than seek wis-
dom from “formers.”  

And my impression? 
Very favorable.  
O’Hara struck me as expe-

rienced (with a history in law 
enforcement at all levels), ed-
ucated (a master’s degree from 
Rutgers) and—most important 
of all—politically savvy.  Looked 
like a winner, but two cavils in-
truded. 

One, he floated the notion of 
adding bloat to a distended body 
by adding still more brass to the 
ranks and, two … 

I never quite fathomed how 
he saw the police union and how 
he’d deal with them. 

Overall, I’d say he looks like 
a winner, and I hope Minneap-
olis hangs on to him.  Remem-
ber, the one predecessor I had 
any use for, William McManus, 
was hired away by San Antonio, 
where he served as chief for de-
cades. 

I held forth for an hour, and 
we never did get to eat, and I 
never heard from him again. 

So, let us pray. 
I’m sorry to intrude again, but 

the topic is irresistible. 
Hasta la vista, baby! 

[Editor’s note:  McManus was 
not reappointed after he tagged 
Mayor Rybak for letting his Pri-
us crash into another car after 
he left it running.]  
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BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

Yes, Nicollet Avenue was orig-
inally a main north-south corri-
dor that went from downtown 
to Bloomington. Very few people 
remember those days today, but 
we live in hope that it will soon 
be so again. Nowadays, Nicollet 

Avenue is essentially two uncon-
nected streets. One is the funky, 
ethnically diverse, exciting ave-
nue stretching from the Minne-
apolis Central Library through 
the pedestrianized Nicollet Mall 
to “Eat Street,” and ending just 
after the crossing of the Green-
way. The other is the only slightly 

less ethnically diverse and excit-
ing south Minneapolis corridor 
stretching from south of a dead 
Kmart through the increasingly 
upscale neighborhoods of Lyn-
dale, Kingfield, Tangletown and 
Windom, before crossing the bor-
der to Richfield, Bloomington and 
beyond.  

So let’s talk about that dead 
Kmart, and the reincarnated U.S. 
post office nearby. In 2019, it 
was announced that 2020 would 
be the year plans were finalized 
and the demolition of the Kmart, 
in order to reconnect and revi-
talize Nicollet Avenue, would be-
gin. Obviously, 2020 had other 
things in store for us. Probably 
due to hosting the Minneapolis 
5th Precinct police station near-
by, Nicollet and Lake were the 
site of major riot damage in the 
George Floyd uprising at the end 
of May 2020, with the Kmart and 
the Lake Street station post office 

at 110 E. 31st St. sustaining the 
most damage. In fact, the Lake 
Street station post office, like the 
Minnehaha station post office at 
27th Avenue and  East 31st, was 
burned to the ground.  

This eventually led to Kmart 
simply closing and walking away, 
whereas in the former plan, the 
new redevelopment would have 
included a smaller, modernized 
Kmart in the new Nicollet-Lake 
crossing development. It also led 

to the empty building being re-
purposed as a temporary home 
for the two destroyed post offic-
es. Now both post offices have 
been rebuilt, and their leases at 
the former Kmart building expire 
next month. In a May 11 story 
on KSTP (kstp.com) Mayor Jacob 
Frey in his State of the City ad-
dress, and project supervisor Re-
becca Parrell in a subsequent in-
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Nicollet Avenue from the Mall to (the 
city of) Bloomington – returning soon!  

See Nicollet, page 12

An eclectic Japanese hotdog from Kyatchi

outdoor tennis courts in 1973, then 
bought by ICT in 2000. ICT has 
too many programs to list here, so 

download their brochure or check 
out their programs at http://www.
innercitytennis.org/. 

Among the many vintage shops 
in town, B-Squad Vintage, at 3500 
Nicollet Ave., is one of the survivors 
and thrivers. Recently celebrating 
15 years in business, Betsy started 
B-Squad just off of Nicollet on 38th 
Street, but moved to its present 
location after the first two years. The 
building is in a great location, with 
plenty of parking but also good for 
walking, transit and biking. You’ll 
recognize it by the Nicollet Ball Field 
mural on the north-facing wall. The 
products for sale are a heady mix 
that concentrates on vintage cloth-
ing, mostly 1930s through 1980s 
(but with a few gems going back to 
Victorian or Edwardian times) for 
both men and women. If you want 
a real silk kimono actually from 
Japan, a velveteen column dress, or 
a church lady pillbox hat with a little 
veil, they will likely have it. But there 
is more than clothing here. A few 
home decor items, a good selection 
of vintage vinyl records and some 
tapes—cassette and 8-track—, 
board games, very early video 
games, and a small selection of 
electronics are in the mix. There are 
lots of great accessories too—hats 
galore, gloves both warming and 
formal, belts, wraps, neckties, and 
purses and bags of all descriptions. 

There is a wide variety of boots and 
shoes, men’s suits (I saw a baby blue 
polyester leisure suit jacket in my 
short browse through the store) and 
coats of wool, leather, and even real 
furs. Betsy is in the shop to buy your 
vintage items on Tuesdays from 
noon to 6 p.m., and the shop is 
open for sales Tuesday as well, plus 
Wednesday through Saturday, noon 
to 7 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. She can also make house calls 
if you have a lot to sell or an estate 
clearance.  

Finally, a brief mention of farm-
ers markets. We have covered the 
Kingfield FM before, so we’ll just 
mention that it’s open now, Sun-
days, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., at 4310 
Nicollet Ave. But there is another 
smaller FM a block off of Nicollet 
Avenue—the Whittier FM at 2608 
Blaisdell Ave. You may have heard 
of the Caribbean pop-up restaurant 
Ingridients that was occurring at 
Modern Times Cafe. This is the 
work of Ingrid Richards, who is also 
the mother of well-known artist Ju-
nauda Petrus. Initially a Trinidadian 
food piece of one of Junauda’s per-
formances, Ingridients went on to 
be a pop-up at Whittier FM before 
its gig at Modern Times, and it’s set 
to start popping up again there. The 
dates to watch for it are June 22, July 
6, July 20, Aug. 3 and Aug. 10. Hope 
to see you there!
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outdoor tennis courts in 1973, then 
bought by ICT in 2000. ICT has 
too many programs to list here, so 

download their brochure or check 
out their programs at http://www.
innercitytennis.org/. 

Among the many vintage shops 
in town, B-Squad Vintage, at 3500 
Nicollet Ave., is one of the survivors 
and thrivers. Recently celebrating 
15 years in business, Betsy started 
B-Squad just off of Nicollet on 38th 
Street, but moved to its present 
location after the first two years. The 
building is in a great location, with 
plenty of parking but also good for 
walking, transit and biking. You’ll 
recognize it by the Nicollet Ball Field 
mural on the north-facing wall. The 
products for sale are a heady mix 
that concentrates on vintage cloth-
ing, mostly 1930s through 1980s 
(but with a few gems going back to 
Victorian or Edwardian times) for 
both men and women. If you want 
a real silk kimono actually from 
Japan, a velveteen column dress, or 
a church lady pillbox hat with a little 
veil, they will likely have it. But there 
is more than clothing here. A few 
home decor items, a good selection 
of vintage vinyl records and some 
tapes—cassette and 8-track—, 
board games, very early video 
games, and a small selection of 
electronics are in the mix. There are 
lots of great accessories too—hats 
galore, gloves both warming and 
formal, belts, wraps, neckties, and 
purses and bags of all descriptions. 

There is a wide variety of boots and 
shoes, men’s suits (I saw a baby blue 
polyester leisure suit jacket in my 
short browse through the store) and 
coats of wool, leather, and even real 
furs. Betsy is in the shop to buy your 
vintage items on Tuesdays from 
noon to 6 p.m., and the shop is 
open for sales Tuesday as well, plus 
Wednesday through Saturday, noon 
to 7 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. She can also make house calls 
if you have a lot to sell or an estate 
clearance.  

Finally, a brief mention of farm-
ers markets. We have covered the 
Kingfield FM before, so we’ll just 
mention that it’s open now, Sun-
days, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., at 4310 
Nicollet Ave. But there is another 
smaller FM a block off of Nicollet 
Avenue—the Whittier FM at 2608 
Blaisdell Ave. You may have heard 
of the Caribbean pop-up restaurant 
Ingridients that was occurring at 
Modern Times Cafe. This is the 
work of Ingrid Richards, who is also 
the mother of well-known artist Ju-
nauda Petrus. Initially a Trinidadian 
food piece of one of Junauda’s per-
formances, Ingridients went on to 
be a pop-up at Whittier FM before 
its gig at Modern Times, and it’s set 
to start popping up again there. The 
dates to watch for it are June 22, July 
6, July 20, Aug. 3 and Aug. 10. Hope 
to see you there!
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terview, both discussed imminent 
plans to start the actual demolition 
of Kmart and reopening and rede-
signing the intersection. Parrell 
even named a date (sort of) for the 

wrecking ball to swing – March of 
2024. 

On the edge of downtown near 
the Loring Park neighborhood are 
two spots not to be missed for din-
ing, drinking and entertainment: 
the Nicollet Diner and Roxy’s 

Cabaret at 1333 Nicollet Ave. The 
Nicollet Diner offers great food, in-
cluding all-day breakfast, burgers, 
fries, malts and other diner com-
fort food staples, but also, some-
thing hard to find in Minneapolis, 
it’s open 24 hours a day, 365 days 
a year! They also have a coffee 
shop for espresso drinks, plus ice 
cream and other sweet treats, and 
a full bar serving craft cocktails 
and tap beers. Roxy’s Cabaret is 
the entertainment and event space 
in the same building, with drag 
and celebrity impersonator shows 
every Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day night, with full food and bar 
menus available before and during 
all shows. They also host specially 
themed brunches, karaoke nights, 
cult movie classics, comedy shows, 
live music, bingo and more. Check 
out roxyscabaret.com for their full 
event calendar. 

Two things that are definitely on-trend at the moment are: 1. Ze-
ro-proof bars and bottle shops and 
2. THC in the form of edibles, bev-
erages and other products. Often 
these two things go hand in hand. 
This is the case with Marigold N/A 
Bottle Shop, which I briefly men-
tioned in The Dish last November. 

Marigold, an extension of the hair 
salon Honeycomb, is located next 
door at 3506 Nicollet Ave., and is 
open Monday through Wednesday 
and Saturday from noon to 6 p.m., 
and Thursday and Friday from 
noon to 8 p.m. They have an online 
shop (pickup only for beverages – 
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NICOLLET AVENUE
B-SquadNelson’s 

Green 
Garage

Agate 
Housing

We offer a discount card for all of our customers. 
For only $15 a year, you can join our highly exclusive 

club and save 10% on every regular purchase!

In the Hub Shopping Center
26 W. 66th St.

See our Great New Location in 
the Hub Shopping Center

26 W. 66th St.
We offer a discount card for all of our customers. 

For only $15 a year, you can join our highly exclusive 
club and save 10% on every regular purchase!

612-798-3936
26 W. 66th St.

Richfield, MN 55423

763-593-1223
3532 Winnetka Ave. N.
New Hope, MN 55427

Stop in one of our three locations with over 500,000 back 
issues and all the newest and coolest stuff, we’re bound 

to have plenty of things to excite your senses!

612-798-3936
26 W. 66th St.

Richfield, MN 55423

763-593-1223
3532 Winnetka Ave. N.
New Hope, MN 55427

   NEW HOPE STORE      RICHFIELD STORE      JORDAN STORE
952-492-7870 

224 Broadway St S,
Jordan, MN 55352

thenicolletdiner.com

1333 Nicollet Mall, 
Minneapolis

Open 24/7/365

Roof Top Patios 
Now Open!

Nicollet, from page 11

New Comic Day at Hot Comics and Collectibles

Nicollet Diner
& Roxy’s Cabaret

<

Kyatchi

Inner City 
Tennis
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NICOLLET AVENUE
Hot

Comics

Celebrate Summer 
With Us

Don’t forget your bagels! Take them with you to the 
lake, get togethers or just back home. Bagels make 

everything better. We make 3,000 bagels from scratch, 
with love, every day.

 BUY A BETTER BAGEL.
Mon - Fri  6:00am - 2:00pm
Sat - Sun 7:00am - 2:00pm

5426 Nicollet Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55419 
(612) 353-4203  •  stpaulbagelry.com

FULL
SERVICE

NEIGHBORHOOD
OWNED

www.nelsonrepair.com

shop@greengaragemn.com 

WALK-INS WELCOME

TWO UPTOWN LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER

Nelson's Green 
Garage

2749 Nicollet Ave. Mpls., MN 55408 

612-255-9473
AND

2809 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls., MN 55417 

612-353-6503

Tri T. Tang
Commercial Sales Manager
LaTang Insurance Agency

Auto • Home • Life • Business • Workers Compensation
2522 Nicollet Ave. S., Suite 202

Bus: 612-784-8264 • 612-501-3615
Fax: 866-476-0977

FARMERSAGENT.COM/TTANG • TTANG@FARMERSAGENT.COM

Tri T. Tang
Commercial Sales Manager
LaTang Insurance Agency

Auto • Home • Life • Business • Workers Compensation
2522 Nicollet Ave. S., Suite 202

Bus: 612-784-8264 • 612-501-3615
Fax: 866-476-0977

FARMERSAGENT.COM/TTANG • TTANG@FARMERSAGENT.COM

I BUY 
VINTAGE 

CLOTHING
612-396-2633

***

Wed, Thurs, Fri & Sat noon - 7 Sunday 11 - 6

shop.honeycombmpls.com) which 
carries all their beverage selection, 
plus skin and hair care products, 
homewares, and miscellaneous 
merch.  

Another Nicollet Avenue shop 
getting a boost from this trend is 
Uffda Cannabis Dispensary, which 
was founded on Bloomington Ave-
nue but has now added a Tangle-
town location, at 5456 Nicollet 
Ave. They only carry cannabis- 
derived products (marijuana or 
hemp), but this includes not only 
edibles (gummies, chocolates, 
cookies, etc.) and beverages (selt-
zers primarily) but also tinctures, 
topical balms and creams, vaping 
supplies, and straight-up weed in 
fancy little apothecary jars. They 
have a “shop” website at www.uff-
da.cc/s/shop, but apparently it’s 
for looking only, as it doesn’t seem 
to be enabled for shopping.   

At 3700 Nicollet Ave. you will 
find one of a handful of truly righ-
teous eateries in Minneapolis, the 
“B” Corporation certified Butter 
Bakery Cafe. This cafe is out in 
front on many causes, such as youth 
housing access and employment, 
labor rights, AIDS awareness and 
survival, supporting local artists, 

organic and local food sourcing, re-
usable wares in restaurant takeout 
and more. One of their innovative 
programs is a CSB, which is like a 
CSA but with “bakery” substituted 
for “agriculture.” In other words, a 
bread subscription service. These 
run in seasonal cycles, and the 
spring one is just finishing up. The 
summer CSB share starts June 19 
and runs for 10 weeks at a cost of 
$70. You have to come and pick up 
your bread (or have a friend pick it 
up or, if you’re away, you can do-

nate it to their youth housing part-
ner Nicollet Square), and you can 
apply for a share on their website 
at butterbakerycafe.com.  

Less than a block away is an-
other favorite spot of mine – Kyat-
chi. They have great sushi, but it’s 
more than just a sushi place. Their 
happy hour menu is minimalist yet 
rich in unique experiences, at very 
low prices. Their dine-in menu is 
extensive, yet also selective, with 
multiple sushi categories, entic-
ing small plates and hot dog cat-

egories, and with drinks limited 
to beer, whiskey, sake, wine and 
non-alcoholic beverages.  There 
is a three-item dessert menu that 
Japanizes western classics through 
such means as miso-caramel, or 
matcha-almond crumble.  

Remember Curran’s Restaurant? 
Remember how it was sold to a de-
veloper to add a new rental housing 
spot? Well, that spot is now com-
pleted and open for leasing, and it’s 
called the Rosa Apartments. Rental 

See Nicollet,  page 14
MPD 5th Precinct station on 
Nicollet and 31st Street

St. Paul
Bagelry



prices range from $1,290 for the 
smallest studio to $2,545 for the 
largest three bedroom. The com-
plex is five stories with 79 units 
in all. It offers “amenities hand-
picked for the modern renter.” 
This includes fiber internet (free 
in common areas), pets allowed 
and a pet spa for their enjoyment, 

washers and dryers in the units, 
smartphone-based secure access, 
and a coffee and ice cream kiosk. 
There’s also an exercise suite and 
a walkability score that’s off the 
charts. You can access more in-
formation at apartments.com or 
at the property managers’ own 
website.   

If you have not yet embraced 
urban living to that extent and 
have an old-fashioned lawn to 

maintain, or maybe some fruit 
trees or a flower garden, you 
should know about Magnuson 
Sod and Klier’s Nursery and Gar-
den Center at 5901 Nicollet Ave. 
This is a well-established family 
business with lots of positive re-
views from customers over the 
years. The company sources sod 
from their own local farms, and 
unlike chain garden centers or 
big box stores, the sod you buy 

has been cut 24 hours or less 
from when you get it. By not be-
ing part of a hardware store or 
the afterthought of a landscaping 
service, Magnuson Sod and Kli-
er’s Nursery are able to focus just 
on products and services for your 
lawn and garden. Among their 
offerings is expert knowledge of 
equipment, from lawn mowers to 
snow blowers. They sell, repair, 
maintain and, in some cases, rent 

(e.g., sod rollers, a thing you will 
probably only need once in your 
lifetime). Also, if you’re short 
on storage space, you can store 
your mower or blower with them 
during the off-season, as well as 
getting routine service on it.  

Lastly we’re going to look at 
one spot that’s a little beyond our 
normal focus on Nicollet Avenue, 
in that it’s way out in Richfield, 
in the Hub shopping center in 
fact, at the intersection of Nicol-
let and 66th Street. We’re doing 
this because it’s awesome and we 
know it’s awesome because it’s 
consistently ranked as one of the 
Best Comics Stores in Minnesota 
on the website besthingsmn.com. 
(And there, they have the address 
as Minneapolis.) Hot Comics and 
Collectibles is this – ahem - mar-
vel. They have been in business 
for over 30 years, and offer addi-
tional services such as a subscrib-
er pull-list for comics series, and 
a 10% all-year discount card for 
$15 if you’re a frequent buyer. 
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Early Learning - Preschool - Child Care
Infants through School Age (10)

8 W. 60th St., Minneapolis, MN 55419
  612-861-4303     •     www.celcmn.org

New Name – New Website -  New Creative Focus 
Same trusted Child Care!

 We are Open and Enrolling!

8 W. 60th St., Minneapolis, MN 55419
  612-861-4303     •     www.celcmn.org

Caring, Creative, Inclusive
Highest Parent Aware Rating

Jerrysgardenplace.com
Provides Plants, Shrubs, Landscaping, 

Hardware and Supplies, Yard Decor, 
Seeds,Garden Chemicals, Flowers 

& Perennials, Firewood & Accessories, 
Fresh Cut Sod Daily,Top Soil, Mulches, 

Decorative Rocks & Boulders
Jerrysgardeneagan@yahoo.com

Jerry’s Home & Garden Place
4381 Nicols Road, Eagan, MN 55122

P: (651) 454-5311     •     F: (651) 454-1395

PICK UP OR 
SAME DAY 
DELIVERY

The one-stop-shop for ALL your landscaping needs

Contractors & Homeowners
haagcompanies6025@gmail.com

Serving the metro area for generations.
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Donate 
today so 

others like 
Cynthia 

and Cinita 
can find a 

home.
agatemn.org/donate

Agate Housing + Services.

End homelessness.

Relieve hunger.
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New Lake Street post office at 110 E. 31st St. (left) and the old Lake Street post office after it 
burned in 2022 (right).
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We are a small regenerative WI family farm 
- support local, fresh and nutrient dense! 

Sign up at http://blackbrookfarmstead.com/
blackbrook.farm.llc@gmail.com

Check out our 
NEW ONLINE 
FARM STORE!
Fully stocked with:

2023 CSA Shares
Certified Organic 

Seasonal Vegetables
Pastured Organic 

Chicken and Pork - 
fed no corn or soy
100% Grass-Fed/

Grass-Finished Beef

Award winning clinic with a gentle touch

On a day sometime between the spring equinox and the 
summer solstice, long ago, at a time when peasants 

worked every day all the time, before the five-day, 40-hour 
workweek, peasants and workers decided there must be 
one day just for them.  For one day they would lay down 
their tools.  They would dance around a pole and, maybe, 
that pole dancing would bring fertility to their fields.  They 
would eat and drink as much as they wanted.  It would be 
their holiday.  

That day, that spontaneous demonstration of joy at the 
first warm day, that assertion of their rights by workers 
and peasants in Northern Europe probably more than a 
thousand years ago, has come down to us as May Day.  

Sandy Spieler opening her arms above and danc-
ing below 

The sun was attached to the top of the Maypole and the 
Maypole was raised.  Sandy Spieler, the mother goddess 
of MayDay and Heart of the Beast for more than 40 years, 
opened her arms, signaling the sun to open its arms and 
welcome warmth and life to South Minneapolis.  And, af-
terwards, we all danced with joy. 

MIRAC demonstration on May 1  

The Minnesota Immigrant Rights Action Committee (MIRAC) 
sponsored a demonstration and slow march down Lake Street to 
call attention to the exploitation of immigrant workers.  More 
than a hundred people followed a flatbed truck from the MPS 
Adult Education Center at Lake and 21st Avenue to the Roof De-
pot site at 28th Street on Monday, May 1. 

“May 1st is celebrated in most of the world as International 
Workers Day. In many countries it is a national holiday. Interna-
tional Workers Day has its origin in the fight for an eight-hour 
workday in the United States, where there were massive strikes 
and sharp confrontations in May of 1886. Eight strike leaders 
were framed and faced the death penalty. Four of them were 
executed, while one committed suicide and the other three were 
freed a decade later. May 1st was taken up as a day remember 
the ‘Martyrs of Chicago’ and the workers’ struggle around the 
world.”—MIRAC  

The march and rally were supported by more than 30 local 
progressive organizations.   

Southside Battletrain Ferris wheel  

The first Sunday in May was the day that In The Heart 
of the Beast Puppet and Mask Theatre celebrated MayDay 
each year since 1975.  COVID-19 almost killed the MayDay 
celebration.  For two years there was no MayDay Parade 
down Bloomington Avenue, but on Sunday, May 7, the May-
Day Parade was led, once again, by the Southside Battle-
train—the creation of an alt-punk South Minneapolis guild 
of metal sculptors and welders.  Their gigantic floats in-
cluded, among other fantastical creations, cartoonish dino-
saurs, a skateboard ramp inside a cage and a Ferris wheel 
with three carriages.  

The sun arrives.  

Finally, after a long and brutal winter, the sun ar-
rived from a distant shore.  And we all sang “You Are 
My Sunshine” and “Gonna lay down my sword and 
shield, down by the riverside.”  

E. Timothy Dean drumming 
and dancer dancing  

Not everyone gave up on MayDay 
during the pandemic.  Timothy Dean 
convened the drum circle by the 
lake in 2021 and 2022.  It was “the 
third year of ‘Make-Yer-Own-Fun’ 
day in Powderhorn Park!” he pro-
claimed on Facebook.  The drum cir-
cle’s rhythms brought the sun across 
the lake in the familiar canoe flotilla, 
and they had enough fuel left in the 
tank to accompany ecstatic dancing 
after the sun ceremony.  

MAY
DAY

WANTED 

Cleaning person 
3 hours a week 

$30/hour 
Call 612 703 0059



June 202316 WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COM

Southside Pride   / NEIGHBORHOOD EDITION
• COMMUNITY CALENDAR •

theirs, although not necessarily 
for public housing. St. Paul, for 
example, collected over $5 mil-
lion last year, Bloomington $2.7 
million and Hennepin County 
$17.9 million 

“We have a $210 million 
backlog,” said MPHA Execu-
tive Director Abdi Warsame. 
“This is a tool that can work 
to make sure Minneapolis gets 
better, that the most vulnerable 
population in Minneapolis gets 
housed.” 

At the BET meeting, public 
housing residents spoke in sup-
port of the proposal and against 
the poor conditions of their 
housing that included leaky 

pipes, crumbling ceilings, mold, 
mildew and broken ventilation 
systems. 

“Four years ago I was home-
less and I signed up for public 
housing. I am grateful for it,” 
said Belinda Walker, a public 
housing high-rise resident. 
“Sometimes I am afraid to com-
plain due to the fact that our 
building might be shut down 
and I know what it is to be 
homeless, so I just ask that the 
levy be passed.” 

Mary McGovern, a resident 
and member of the Minneapolis 
Highrise Representative Coun-
cil, said, “We have 42 high-rises 
in Minneapolis, and we want to 
preserve these high-rises. We 
want them to last for years and 

years to come. We have vul-
nerable adults who need places 
to live. We want our residents 
to feel like they are safe and 
secure, and the walls and ceil-
ings are not going to fall in on 
them.” 

Currently, roughly 26,000 
people live in MPHA housing. 
About 21,500 (83%) are Black/
African American, 10,000 
(39%) are under 18, and 5,000 
are over 62 years of age. 

According to the MPHA, the 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) 
has only provided about 10% 
of the funding necessary for 
major building improvements. 
In 2022, MPHA received nearly 
$20 million from HUD, but 
estimated that with only HUD’s 
funding the shortfall would 
reach $403 million by 2043. 

“On any given night MPHA 
houses nearly 5% of the city’s 
population. The agency’s nearly 
6,000 units are critical city 
infrastructure and require a 
commensurate investment from 
the city,” said Warsame. “The 
mayor and City Council should 
seize this opportunity to ap-
prove this new funding for the 
public housing authority to help 
deliver the affordable housing 
Minneapolis residents desper-
ately need.” Prior to the BET 
meeting, Minneapolis Highrise 
Representative Council resi-
dents, Minneapolis BET Pres-
ident Samantha Pree-Stinson, 
and Council Members Robin 
Wonsley (Ward 2), Jamal Osman 
(Ward 6), Jason Chavez (Ward 
9), and Elliott Payne (Ward 1), 
joined Warsame at a press con-
ference to call for restoring the 
housing tax levy and making 
the long-term commitment to 
use it to preserve and build new 
public housing in Minneapolis. 

Mayor Jacob Frey, while sup-
portive of public housing, has 

not supported using the levy in 
the past and did not commit to 
supporting it at the meeting of 
the BET, of which he is also a 
member. In recent budgets, he 
has committed to providing $1 
million in ongoing funds and 
also on a program-by-program 
or project-by-project basis. This 
year the city has budgeted close 
to $15 million to various MPHA 
projects and programs. 

“The truth is that public 
housing has been underfund-
ed by the federal government 
since around the time when I 
was born,” Frey said. “The city 
has a role here where we need 
to step up and we need to do it 
thoughtfully and smartly where 
we’re collaborating with other 
entities as well, otherwise we 
are going to continue to see this 
backlog.” 

The mayor raised several 
questions about the MPHA re-
port and exchanged comments 
with Warsame. Warsame em-
phasized the need for ongoing 
reliable funding, similar to an 
agreement crafted during for-
mer Mayor Betsy Hodges’ term. 
Codified in city ordinance in 
2016, that agreement provided 
$800 million over 20 years to 
help the city and the Minneap-
olis Park and Recreation Board 
keep up with needed mainte-
nance and operations costs for 
city streets and neighborhood 
parks. 

“My pledge to you, each and 
every one of you,” said Frey, 
“is that we at the city will do 
everything possible that we can 
to make this right to get the 
funding that you need.” 

One reason why mayors, 
including Frey, may resist using 
the housing levy is because of 
a desire to keep property taxes 
lower and because it may make 
it harder to raise taxes for new 
initiatives or to maintain other 

city services. 
“I’ve been hearing about the 

backlog in maintenance and 
renovations since the 1980s,” 
said BET Vice-President Steve 
Brandt, who pointed out that 
the city is already planning to 
increase the levy by 6.4%. “By 
my back-of-the-envelope cal-
culations,” he said, “adding $12 
million to that would push the 
increase up to 8.9%.” 

One solution might be to start 
the increase at a lower amount 
and gradually increase it over 
several years to provide the 
necessary funding. Connecting 
it to the special housing levy 
could add certainty and clarity 
to taxpayers who would see it 
as a separate item on property 
tax statements. Another option 
could be to reduce proposed 
spending in other areas. 

According to the MPHA 
report, under their proposal 
residential property taxpayers 
would pay between $31 and 
$108 more each year depending 
on the value of their property. A 
homeowner with a house valued 
at the city median valuation of 
$316,000 would pay an addi-
tional $52.87 per year, or less 
than $5 a month.   

In the weeks ahead, Warsame 
and MPHA are hoping that the 
City Council will pass a resolu-
tion consenting to MPHA using 
the full levying authority or 
that Frey will include the levy 
as a part of his 2024 budget 
recommendation this August.  

“What is the priority and who 
is the priority for Minneapolis? 
If the budget is a moral docu-
ment, where does it stand when 
it comes to the most vulnerable 
population?” asked Warsame. 
“We are an affluent city. We 
have the resources. Let’s priori-
tize our poorest communities.” 

Cam, from page 1

Fence Construction Update from 
Community-University Health Care 
Center (CUHCC)
June 1 through July 31
CUHCC is building a fence around its 
north parking lot beginning on June 
1. During the eight-week project, 
CUHCC will lose eight parking spots, 
which may result in more patients 
and staff parking on Bloomington Av-
enue and 16th Avenue South. CUHCC 
is building the fence to improve 
safety for CUHCC staff, patients and 
community members. During and af-
ter its construction, CUHCC remains a 
welcoming clinic dedicated to serving 
the health needs of everyone.

‘Groovin’ in the Garden’
Free concert series
Wednesdays in June and July
6 to 8 p.m.
Como Park Zoo & Conservatory
1225 Estabrook Dr., St. Paul
Como Park Zoo & Conservatory’s 
free concert series “Groovin’ In The 
Garden” returns, featuring some of 
the Twin Cities’ finest musicians, rain 
or shine!* Pack a picnic and dancing 
shoes, spread out a blanket and join 
us for these FREE outdoor concerts 
and activities in front of the Mar-
jorie McNeely Conservatory every 
Wednesday from June 7 to July 26 at 

6 to 8 p.m. Hotdogs, ice cream treats, 
beer and wine will be available to 
purchase.
*If it rains, we’ll move inside the Vis-
itor Center Porch next to the Water 
Gardens!
June 7, Innocent Reggae Band – 
Packed with thought-provoking lyrics, 
cool guitar, and captivating stage 
presence, Innocent puts up quite an 
exhilarating show.
June 14, 13 Arrows – 13 Arrows 
bring rock and roll back to its raw, 
unbound and authentic roots.
June 21, Ty Pow & The Holy North – 
Ty Pow and The Holy North is a Min-
nesota-raised Americana, blues, and 
alt-country band featuring members 
of Cloud Cult, 4ontheFloor, Jillian Rae 
and many other Midwestern staples.
June 28, Red Eye Ruby – Red Eye 
Ruby is a retro roots-rock collective, 
channeling the soulful rock sounds 
of Amy Winehouse and the rhythmic 
roots of New Orleans.
More information at comozooconser-
vatory.org.

Garden Tea Party
Fundraiser for Seward Freedom 
Greens
Saturday, June 10, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Greenspace behind Seward Café
2129 E. Franklin Ave., Mpls.
Freedom Greens is a queer-run com-
munity farm that aims to increase 
food access in South Minneapolis.

Beginning in the spring of 2021, a 
new collective has been taking care 
of the garden in the back lot of the 
Seward Cafe. Rather than divid-
ed into individual plots, Freedom 
Greens is one large urban farm that 
is tended to by community mem-
bers. Anyone who shares the work 
of taking care of the garden shares 
the food grown at harvest time. Any 
excess produce is donated to the 
Seward Cafe Free Store as well as the 
greater network of Free Stores and 
mutual aid food projects throughout 
South Minneapolis.
The Garden Tea Party fundraiser will 
feature a makers’ market, herbal 
tea, pastries, screen printing, garden 
tours and live music! To support this 
work, stay updated on progress, and 
to learn how to get involved take 
a look at their Instagram page @
seward_freedom_greens.

Solace at the Palace
Sunday, June 11, noon to 6 p.m.
3032 Minnehaha Ave., Mpls.
Solace at the Palace will be a day of 
community resilience and recovery 
through art. Longfellow Community 
Council is sponsoring an interactive 
art experience in the heart of down-
town Longfellow, with 20 vendors, 
art workshops open to all (registra-
tion required), musical performanc-
es, food trucks and kids’ art activities. 
For more information and to register 

for workshops, go to https://longfel-
low.org/solace-at-the-palace/.

Walker Art Center
Sensory Friendly Sunday
Sunday, June 11, 8 to 11 a.m.
Walker Art Center
725 Vineland Pl., Mpls.
Sensory Friendly Sunday is a FREE 
monthly event designed for kids, 
teens and adults with sensory pro-
cessing differences, autism spectrum 
disorder or developmental disabili-
ties. Attendees can play a free round 
of mini golf on the Walker’s rooftop. 
More info at https://walkerart.org/
calendar/2023/sensory-friendly-sun-
day-june-2023.
Friday Art-Making in the Garden
Fridays, June 16 – Aug. 25
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Minneapolis Sculpture Garden
725 Vineland Pl., Mpls.
Every Friday this summer, visit the 
Minneapolis Sculpture Garden to try 
a FREE drop-in art-making activity de-
signed for ages 4 and up. With all art 
supplies provided and a new project 
each week, this fun program gives 
anyone the chance to come together 
to explore their own creativity. More 
info at https://walkerart.org/calen-
dar/2023/friday-art-making-in-the-
garden-summer-2023.

‘The Stories Whiteness Tells Itself’
Author David Mura in conversation 

with Shannon Gibney
Tuesday, June 13, 7 p.m.
In person and online
East Side Freedom Library
1105 Greenbrier St., St. Paul
Twin Cities author David Mura will 
discuss his newest book “The Stories 
Whiteness Tells Itself: Racial Myths 
and Our American Narratives” 
(University of Minnesota Press) at an 
event with East Side Freedom Library 
in St. Paul on Tuesday, June 13 at 7 
p.m. After a short talk and reading, 
fellow local author Shannon Gibney 
will lead a discussion with Mura.
From the country’s founding through 
the summer of Black Lives Matter 
in 2020, David Mura unmasks how 
white stories about race attempt to 
erase the brutality of the past and 
underpin systemic racism in the 
present. Mura shows how deeply we 
need to change our racial narratives 
to dissolve the myth of Whiteness 
and fully acknowledge the experienc-
es of Black Americans.
This is a hybrid event for virtual and 
in-person audiences. In-person regis-
tration is limited. Masks are required 
in the library. Register at https://
eastsidefreedomlibrary.org/events/
david-mura-reading-the-stories-
whiteness-tells-itself/.

Duniya Dance and Drum
Community Performance Class
Wednesdays, June 14 – July 12

EVENTS
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Southside Pride is a monthly community newspa-
per delivered on the First Monday of each month to 
convenient locations in and around our Southside 

communities. We are proud of the racial  and cultural 
diversity of the Southside, and we oppose racism and 

other efforts to keep us apart as a community.

If you want to share some news of your church, school 
or organization, please write us at:

Neighborhood Night. This month 
we honor Women’s History 
Month by viewing and discussing 
the documentary “The Fight for 
Women’s Rights,” which looks at 
the stories of two women—one 
who is one of the first female 
commercial airline pilots and one 
who is part of the early women’s 
rights movement. This documen-
tary shows how women used tal-
ent and persistence to overcome 
obstacles. Come, learn and get 
to know neighbors!  Coffee and 
snacks included.  Bring a friend!  
No cost/no registration. For more 
info: www.churchoftheholyname.
org; 612-724-5465.  

Stories of SEVEN Women 
Monday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
The O’Shaughnessy
St. Catherine University
2004 Randolph Ave., St. Paul
In honor of celebrating wom-
en’s vital role in history, The 
O’Shaughnessy is proud to 
present “SEVEN,” a riveting 
documentary play by seven 
female writers based on personal 
interviews with seven remarkable 
women who faced life-threat-
ening obstacles before bringing 
heroic changes to their home 
countries of Pakistan, Nigeria, 
Ireland, Afghanistan, Guatemala, 
Russia and Cambodia. Produced 
by LA Theatre Works, the play 
makes the powerful and timeless 
statement that even in the darkest 
times, one person, one voice, 
and a single act of courage, can 
change the lives of thousands. 
“SEVEN” will be on The 
O’Shaughnessy stage for one 
performance only at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, March 16. Tickets are 
$25-$29 (discounts for students, 
seniors, military, TPT, MPR). Box 
Office: www.theoshaughnessy.
com or 651-690-6700

Zealous Hellions: Taylor Mac
Tuesday, March 17, 7 p.m.
Mixed Blood Theatre

1501 S. 4th St., Mpls.
Mixed Blood Theatre hosts Taylor 
Mac in their newest ZEALOUS 
HELLIONS event. Taylor Mac, 
who uses “judy” (lowercase 
unless at the start of a sentence, 
just like a regular pronoun), 
not as a name but as a gender 
pronoun – is a playwright, actor, 
singer-songwriter, performance 
artist, director and producer. 
Judy’s work has been performed 
on Broadway, the Lincoln Center, 
D.C.’s Kennedy Center and the 
Sydney Opera House. Mac is 
a MacArthur “Genius Grant” 
recipient, a Pulitzer Prize finalist 
for drama, and a Tony-nominated 
playwright. Mac will discuss art, 
gender, expression and last year’s 
Broadway experience with the 
show “Gary: A Sequel to Titus 
Andronicus”in conversation with 
Jeremy Cohen, the Producing 
Artistic Director of the Play-
wrights’ Center. Mac and Cohen 
will debate, connect and theorize 
with each other on stage which, 
in combination with audience 
energy and participation, will 
result in humor, inspiration and 
wisdom.   
Guaranteed admission for $25, 
become a member, or attend 
without charge on a first-come-
first-served basis via Radical 
Hospitality. For reservations or 
more info, call 612-338-0937 or go 
to https://mixedblood.com/event/
zhtaylormac/.

Sick Lit: A Writing Workshop
Saturday, March 21
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nokomis Library
5100 34th Ave. S., Mpls.
An open writing workshop for 
artists and writers interested 
in writing and reading around 
chronic illness. No previous expe-
rience needed. FREE. Workshops 
will be lead by writer, editor, 
and teaching artist Lara Mimosa 
Montes in the library meeting 
room. For more info and to RSVP, 
please write: MplsWritingWork-
shops@gmail.com

Arbeit Opera Theatre presents
“The Rape of Lucretia”
March 20-21, 7:30 p.m.
March 22, 4 p.m.
Southern Theater
1420 Washington Ave. S., Mpls.
AOT will present “The Rape of 
Lucretia” by Benjamin Britten 
on March 20- 22 at the historic 
Southern Theater in Minneapolis. 
The production will be presented 
in English with English superti-
tles, and features an all-Minneso-
ta cast, crew and orchestra. “The 
Rape of Lucretia” was the first of 
Britten’s chamber operas and is 
based upon the ancient Roman 
tragedy of Lucretia. As with most 
of Britten’s operatic storytelling, 
Lucretia portrays the struggle of 
an individual against a hostile 
society. The story unfolds during 
a time of war when Rome is ruled 
by an Etruscan king who ascend-
ed to power through force. It is in 
this hostile society that Lucretia’s 
body is used as a tool for political 
ambition and power. AOT’s pro-
duction will be set untradition-
ally in an ambiguous time and 
place, focusing this story through 
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Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living

PERSPECTIVE
Southside Pride | PHILLIPS/POWDERHORN EDITION

December 20166 WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COM

From Day of the Dead

Southside Pride Phillips/Powderhorn Edition is a monthly
community newspaper delivered on the First Monday of the
month free to homes and businesses in South Minneapolis
from 35W to Hiawatha, and from Elliot Park to 42nd Street. 

We publish 15,000 copies each month. 14,000 are delivered 
door-to-door to homes and another 1,000 are left in area

businesses and public buildings. We are proud of the racial
and cultural diversity of the Southside, and we oppose racism

and other efforts to keep us apart as a community.
If you want to share some news of your church, school 

or organization, please write us at:

Southside Pride
3200 CHICAGO AVENUE SOUTH
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55407

Call us at 612-822-4662
e-mail us at editor@southsidepride.com

or edfelien@southsidepride.com

PUBLISHER/EDITOR ......................................................Ed Felien

ACCOUNTANT .........................................................Bridgit Jordan

ART DIRECTOR .............................................................Ashley Pederson

MANAGING EDITOR ......................................................Elaine Klaassen

WEBSITE MAINTENANCE ..........................................Ashley Pederson

SALES DIRECTOR ........................................................David Goldstein

AD EXECUTIVE ...............................................................Elaine Klaassen

COMPUTER CONSULTANT................................................Celia Wirth

MAINTENANCE.........................................................Ron Crawford

DELIVERY ................................................................Sara Nelson Delivery

PRINTER ..............................................................Cannon Valley Printing

PHILLIPS POWDERHORN EDITION

BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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World Premiere of 
“Spamtown, USA”
Now through April 5
Children’s Theatre Company
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 
Children’s Theatre Company 
(CTC) is proud to announce the 
world premiere production of 
“Spamtown, USA,” running Feb. 
16 through April 5, written by 
Philip Dawkins and directed by 
Will Davis. The playwright met 
with and interviewed 25 people 
who were children in the city of 
Austin, Minn., during the P-9 
Strike against Hormel in the 
1980s to gather their stories and 
perspectives. The play explores 
how pivotal events that occurred 
during the strike affected relation-
ships inside and between three 
families. While five kids dream 
of space camp, tennis teams, and 
out-of-state college, they find 
their families and community 
suddenly divided by picket lines 
and opposing agendas. This is 
the story of having the strength 
to stand up for what you believe 
in, the challenge that comes in 
disagreeing with those you love, 
and the humor that helps keep 
friendships alive. The show is 
recommended for everyone ages 
9 and up. Ticket prices range 
from $15 through $71 (subject to 
change) with ACT Pass tickets for 
$5. For more information, visit us 
online at www.childrenstheatre.
org or call the ticket office at 612-
874-0400.

March at Bryant-Lake Bowl
Bryant-Lake Bowl
Cabaret Theater
810 W. Lake St., Mpls.
The Theater of Public Policy

Mondays, March 9 and 23
April 6 and 20
May 4 and 18
7 p.m. (doors at 6 p.m.)
Presented by Danger Boat 
Productions
Learn AND laugh with The 
Theater of Public Policy! Each 
show, we host an expert guest for 
a live on-stage discussion on a 
big issue, topic or idea. Then the 
cast brings the conversation to 
life through entirely unscripted 
improv comedy theater. Tickets 
$15/$12 in advance or with Fringe 
button/$60 season pass (over the 
phone only). More info at https://
www.bryantlakebowl.com/the-
ater/the-theater-of-public-policy-
57/?mc_id=1749
Courtney Pauroso: Gutterplum
Friday, March 27, 7 p.m. 
Presented by Spit Take Comedy 
Series
A smash hit at the 2019 Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival, “Gutter-
plum” is an unclassifiable whirl-
wind of physical comedy and 
theater from LA-based comedian 
and “dangerously delightful” 
clown Courtney Pauroso. “An 
intense and hilarious journey...an 
hour of utter chaos that somehow 
portrays a deep life-spanning 
story.” $18/$15 in advance. More 
info and tickets:
https://www.bryantlakebowl.
com/theater/courtney-pauro-
so-gutterplum/?mc_id=1747

Dan Pfeiffer presents
“Un-Trumping America”
Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m.
The Parkway Theater
4814 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Dan Pfeiffer, New York Times 
bestselling author and co-host of 

“Pod Save America,” comes to the 
Parkway in celebration of his new 
book, “Un-Trumping America: A 
Plan to Make America a De-
mocracy Again.” Join us for this 
energizing reading and book sign-
ing! Each ticket includes a copy of 
Pfeiffer’s new book. “Un-Trump-
ing America” is a sharp political 
playbook for how Democrats can 
take on Trump, McConnell, Fox 
News, and the rest of the right-
wing circus dominating American 
politics. The book dismantles 
toxic Trumpism and offers a 
way forward. The event with 
be moderated by special guest 
Alyssa Mastromonaco. Sponsored 
by Magers & Quinn Booksellers. 
For more info and tickets: https://
www.magersandquinn.com/
event.

“Redwood”
March 11-April 11
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.
Sundays, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
The Jungle Theater
2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls.
The Jungle Theater is excited to 
present “Redwood,” an astute 
new play brimming with com-
edy, wit and dance. Written by 
Brittany K. Allen and directed 
by H. Adam Harris, this singular 
American story is about learning 
to live and love in a present that’s 
enmeshed in a dark past. In this 
razor-sharp, humor-filled tale, a 
Hip-Hop dance class Greek Cho-
rus and opinionated long-dead 
ancestors help guide the relation-
ship between Meg and Drew, an 
interracial couple whose lives are 
rocked when Meg’s Uncle Stevie 
discovers Drew is from the family 
that enslaved her relatives in 
antebellum Kentucky. Tickets and 
more information are available at 
612-822-7063 or www.junglethe-
ater.org.

The Fight for Women’s Rights
Thursday, March 12
7 to 8:30 p.m.
Holy Name Church
(Garvey Hall)
3637 11th Ave. S., Mpls.
Everyone is welcome to attend 
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by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
directed by TOM QUAINTANCE

Twelfth Night
Final 2 Weeks!
Must close March 22

A romantic Shakespeare comedy

Sponsored by

Southside Pride
2721 E. 42ND STREET  SUITE B

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55406
CALL US AT 612-822-4662
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6:30 to 8 p.m.
Center For The Performing Arts
3754 Pleasant Ave. S., Mpls.
Performances July 14-15, 7 p.m.
Lake Harriet Rose Garden
4125 E. Lake Harriet Pkwy., Mpls.
An opportunity to have rehearsal 
style classes where we work on a full 
piece of choreography (five minutes) 
to be performed at Dances at the 
Lake, an annual dance showcase held 
at the Lake Harriet Rose Garden. A 
beautiful location with a welcoming 
audience, the perfect opportunity 
for both first-time and seasoned 
performers.
Five Class Session - $100 (kids 15 & 
under by donation). Register with 
payment to Venmo @DuniyaMN or 
Cash App - $DuniyaDrumandDance. 
Questions? Contact whitney@duni-
yadrumanddance.org.

Soul of the Southside
Juneteenth Festival 2023
Monday, June 19, noon to 8 p.m.
Under the Canopy @The Hook and 
Ladder Theater
3010 Minnehaha Ave., Mpls.
Soul of the Southside is a free open 
street festival that celebrates Black 
culture and the healing power of 
community. Taking place at The Hook 
and Ladder in South Minneapolis on 
Juneteenth (Monday, June 19) this 
vibrant event will feature music, art, 
food and entertainment that will 
nourish the soul and empower the 
people. Come out and join us as we 
come together to celebrate the soul 
of Southside Minneapolis! All ages, 
family friendly. RSVP (free registra-
tion). Must RSVP in advance for guar-
anteed admission. Free community 
event with limited capacity. Rain or 
shine. Full performance schedule and 

RSVP/registration at https://thehook-
mpls.com/event/utc23-soulofthe-
southside/.

Longfellow/Seward Healthy Seniors
Senior Social & Health Talks
June: Free from Clutter
Tuesday, June 20, 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m.
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
2730 E. 31st St., Mpls.
Learn routines which will help reduce 
clutter in your home. Certified Pro-
fessional Organizer, Christine Daves, 
will show you how to identify which 
items merit space in your home, and 
then where to place the items to 
make finding and putting away easy. 
Also learn how and where to pass on 
things you don’t want any more.
Senior Social and Health Talks occur 
on the third Tuesday of each month 
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. and feature 
guest speakers on health/wellness 
issues, and time to socialize! Refresh-
ments are provided! A Nurse is In/
Blood Pressure Clinic is also offered. 
All socials are held at Holy Trinity Lu-
theran Church, 2730 E. 31st St., Mpls.

Hosmer Library Public Art 
Opportunity
Due Thursday, June 22
Artists of all artistic mediums are 
invited to submit qualifications to be 
considered for this public art oppor-
tunity. The Public Art commission is 
open to all artists, or artist-led teams, 
that live in the Central neighborhood 
(zip codes 55407, 55408 or 55409) 
or have a demonstrated connection 
to the Hosmer Library and/or Central 
community. All materials must be 
received by June 22, 2023, at 11:59 
p.m. CDT. Learn more about the 
opportunity and upload submissions 

via the supplier portal for Hennepin 
County Library. Go to bit.ly/HC-Sup-
pliers.

‘The Buddha Prince’
Fridays – Sundays, June 23 – July 9
Washburn Fair Oaks Park
200 E. 24th St., Mpls.
“The Buddha Prince,”  a “walking 
play” exploring the extraordinary life 
and legacy of the 14th Dalai Lama 
through physical theater, mask, 
puppetry, and Tibetan music and 
dance, will be performed on Fridays 
through Sundays, June 23–July 9, at 
Washburn Fair Oaks Park in Minne-
apolis. Presented in the unique style 
for which producer TigerLion Arts 
(TLA) is renowned, this all-ages play 
transports audiences through scenes 
unfolding on a journey through 
nature with dance and live music 
orchestrated by master Tibetan artist 
Tenzin Ngawang. 
“The Buddha Prince” explores the 
Dalai Lama’s life from boyhood in a 
free Tibet to his escape and exile to 
India, using excerpts from his own 
teachings and autobiographies. It 
features more than 20 professional 
actor/musicians, youth performers 
from the Tibetan American Founda-
tion of Minnesota’s (TAFM) tradition-
al dance program and Tibetan com-
munity singers. “The Buddha Prince” 
was co-created by music and dance 
director Tenzin Ngawang and writer/
director Markell Kiefer,  a Minnesota 
native and TLA’s executive artistic 
director, as an offering for peace and 
a celebration of Tibetan heritage.  
Minnesota is home to the second 
largest Tibetan population in North 
America. “The Buddha Prince” is  
co-presented by TAFM and  endorsed 
with acclaim by the Office of Tibet. 

Hennepin History Museum, across 
the street from Washburn park, will 
host a companion photo exhibit hon-
oring the Dalai Lama and Tibetans in 
Minnesota. Related activities will also 
include post-show discussions and 
Tibetan dance workshops. 
Accessibility and Preparedness: The 
show starts at the corner of 24th 
Street and 3rd Avenue and moves 
between four locations in the park. 
Wheelchair accessibility is possible, 
golf cart transport may be reserved 
in advance, and portable seating 
will be available to those who need 
it. Audiences generally sit on the 
grass, stand and walk between scene 
locations. Performers help facilitate 
the audience flow throughout the 
play. Because the play is performed 
outdoors, audiences should come 
prepared for nature’s elements and 
wear appropriate shoes for walking 
on dirt paths and grass. Performanc-
es are generally rain or shine.
Tickets, on sale now, are $25 for 
adults with a pay-what-you-can 
option. Free for children under 12. 
To buy and for additional information 
visit TigerLion.org.

Southside Semilla Celebration
Sunday, June 25, 4 to 7 p.m.
Semilla Center for Healing and the 
Arts
2742 15th Ave. S., Mpls.
The Semilla Center for Healing and 
the Arts invites you to a celebration 
of our Southside neighborhood, and 
a chance to plant beauty in the com-
munity. Come and make art that can 
become Semillas or Seeds of Hope! 
Learn how to make lanterns for a 
procession this fall on Lake Street!
Local professional artists will be 
teaching how to make art. Live music 

by local musicians and open mic. 
Great food. Free and family friendly. 
From 4-7 p.m. on Sunday, June 25, 
followed by an outdoor puppet show 
by Open Eye Theatre. 
Summer Young Leaders program 
applications are available now, for 
youth ages 11-15: make art, beautify 
the community, learn about careers. 
www.semillacenter.org

Join Nokomis Healthy Seniors’ FREE 
Caregiver Support Group
4th Thursdays, 11 a.m.
Nokomis Healthy Seniors
Bethel Church
4120 17th Ave. S., Mpls.
Often, caregivers don’t know where 
to turn for support and advice. A 
support group can be a lifesaver, 
allowing caregivers to talk to others 
who are experiencing the same joys 
and challenges, and who can not 
only empathize, but offer valuable 
insights and suggestions.
Held on the 4th Thursday of each 
month at 11 a.m. at our office locat-
ed inside Bethel Church, 4120-17th 
Ave. S., Minneapolis. For more in-
formation, call the Nokomis Healthy 
Seniors office at 612-729-5499.

Neighborhood Roots Farmers 
Markets
Nokomis Farmers Market
Wednesdays, June 14 to Sept. 27
4 to 8 p.m.
5167 Chicago Ave.
Kingfield Farmers Market
Sundays, through Oct. 29
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
4055 Nicollet Ave.
Fulton Farmers Market
Saturdays, through Oct. 28
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
4901 Chowen Ave. S.



Comfort Detained Migrants
Saturday, June 10, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Online via Zoom
Conversations with Friends is holding 
a training for bilingual speakers of 
English and either Spanish or Arabic 
to become pen pals with people de-
tained by Immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement in Minnesota. The train-
ing will take place on Saturday, June 
10, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., in English, 
via Zoom, with multiple presenters 
(info about immigration law; profiles/
stories/audios of people with whom 
we have written and visited); “active 
listening” sessions; multiple breaks; 
Q&A; and more.
This training will be in English and 
at this time we are seeking bilingual 
(Spanish/English, Arabic/English, 22 
years old and older) volunteers. To 
register for our training, please email 
us at CWFconversationswithfriends@
gmail.com and provide:
a) Your full name, address and cell 
phone number.
b) Your ethnicity (e.g., Hispanic/
Latino, Black, Asian, Native American, 
Pacific Islander, White/Caucasian).
c) Languages spoken.
More information at https://conver-
sationswithfriendsmn.org/events/.

Summer by the Creek
Sunday, June 11, 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1720 E. Minnehaha Pkwy., Mpls.
9:30 a.m. Outdoor worship
11 a.m. Music by neighborhood 
residents
Food and children’s activities until 1 
p.m.
Free of charge but accepting dona-
tions for the church’s Food Pantry

ACTION Project – A Commitment to 
Inclusion in our Neighborhoods
Good news! Registration for the 
2023-2024 cohort for the ACTION 

Project is coming soon! We are ex-
cited to announce that in addition to 
congregational registration, individ-
uals not connected to a participating 
faith community can now participate 
in the ACTION Project as well … on 
their own! 
To learn more, join us for any of 
the following ACTION Project info 
sessions:
Tuesday, June 13, noon to 1 p.m.
Thursday, June 15, 7 to 8 p.m.
Monday, July 10, 7 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday, July 19, noon to 1 p.m.
www.mnchurches.org/what-we-do/
action-project 

A busy season for welcoming 
refugees
We are in urgent need of the follow-
ing items: dish soap, laundry deter-
gent, all-purpose cleaner, toilet paper, 
toilet bowl cleaner, mops, brooms, 
cleaning buckets, sponges, waste 
baskets, laundry baskets, etc. Addi-
tionally, there is a need for personal 
hygiene items (deodorant, shampoo, 
bar soap, razors, shaving cream, bath 
towel sets) as well as large pots, pans 
and frying pans.
Whether they be new or gently used, 
your items will help welcome and 
support our new neighbors, making 
them feel at home more quickly. For 
questions or to schedule a drop-off, 
please contact RSVolunteers@mn-
churches.org or call 612-230-3219. 
OR order online from our Amazon 
Wishlist at https://www.amazon.
com/hz/wishlist/ls/2144RAQ240DR9/
ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1?_encod-
ing=UTF8&type=wishlist.
Thank you for joining us in this minis-
try of welcoming the stranger!

Community BBQ
Saturday, July 29, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Living Spirit UMC
4501 Bloomington Ave., Mpls.
Save the date! Living Spirit’s annual 
community BBQ will be held on Sat-

urday, July 29. More information will 
be posted on our website soon. www.
livingspiritumc.org

Calvary Emergency Food Shelf
2553 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
612-827-2504, ext. 3
The Calvary Food Shelf has reopened 
in our new location at 3553 Chicago 
Ave. and continues to create access 
to fresh, nutritious food for the com-
munity. We are open for individual 
choice shopping BY APPOINTMENT 
on Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
noon. Call 612-827-2504, ext. 3 for 
more information.

New Creation Baptist Church
1414 E. 48th St., Mpls.
612-825-6933
We’re still here to serve you on the 
first through the fourth Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. We have re-
opened the food shelf to choice shop-
ping. We do require mask, sanitizer 
and temp check. Be safe and God 
bless! https://www.facebook.com/
NCBCfoodshelf.
Saturdays (except 5th Saturdays)
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(Brown door on the corner of 48th St. 
and 15th Ave.)

Nokomis Heights Lutheran Church
5300 10th Ave. S., Mpls.
612-825-6846
Serving Loaves and Fishes free com-
munity meals on Wednesdays from 
5 to 6 p.m. The meals are all “to-go” 
meals, served from the northwest 
door on 53rd Street. These meals are 
free to anyone, no questions asked. 
You might have had a hard day and 
simply cannot cook dinner. Or maybe 
you’ve paid your last bill for the 
month and cannot buy groceries. 
Whatever your circumstance, you 
are welcome. You can simply drive 

or walk up to the church and receive 
a meal any Wednesday evening 
between 5 and 6 p.m.

First Nations Kitchen
3044 Longfellow Ave., Mpls.
612-791-1253
First Nations Kitchen, an outreach of 
All Saints Episcopal Indian Mission, 
welcomes all to our weekly To Go 
meals and Produce Give Away every 
Sunday from 4-5 p.m. outside our 
building. We cook fresh, organic, 
indigenous meals and give away or-
ganic produce rain or shine. This is a 
barrier-free food program. To donate 
or volunteer contact us at director@
firstnationskitchen.org or go to our 
website: https://firstnationskitchen.
org.

Community Meals at Walker Church
3104 16th Ave. S., Mpls.
612-722-6612
Free to-go meals and groceries are 
available for pick-up every Monday 
from noon to 2 p.m. All are welcome.
Sisters’ Camelot holds a separate 
food distribution out of Walker 
Church every third and fifth Tuesday 
of the month starting at 2:30 p.m. 
Follow Sisters’ Camelot on Facebook 
or at http://sisterscamelot.org/ for 
more.

Minnehaha United
Methodist Church
3701 E. 50th St., Mpls.
612-721-6231
The Minnehaha Food Shelf serves 
food for the hungry on Tuesdays from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. We help distribute 
up to 30,000 pounds of food each 
month. In response to the COVID-19 
virus, we have changed many things 
to protect both our guests and our 
volunteers – rigorous cleaning rou-
tines, streamlined procedures, mov-
ing outside, wearing face masks and 
following the 6-foot social distancing 
guideline. Please be patient as we 

continue to improve what we do.
https://www.facebook.com/Minne-
hahaFoodShelf/

Greater Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church and Friendship
Community Service 
2600 E. 38th St., Mpls.
Food Hub
Free food, hygiene products,
and some household goods.
Tuesday and Thursday,
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
2nd and 4th Saturdays,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Please bring ID and wear a mask.
Social distancing guidelines are in 
place.

Groveland Emergency Food Shelf
1900 Nicollet Ave., Mpls.
612-871-0277
Monday – Friday
9:30 a.m. to noon
On Groveland Avenue between Nicol-
let and Lasalle (Temporary entrance 
on Nicollet Avenue)
Hosted in the basement of Plymouth 
Congregational Church
Delivery is available for individuals 
who are housebound due to 
disability.
https://www.grovelandfoodshelf.org/

Soup for You! Café at Bethany
2511 E. Franklin Ave., Mpls.
612-332-2397
Soup for You! operates out of the 
basement of century-old and deeply 
rooted Bethany Lutheran Church 
that we honor in our name. After 
two years of COVID lockdown and 
serving our community through a set 
of three glass doors, Soup for You! 
Café is back to an open dining room. 
Monday through Friday, noon to 1 
p.m. Wednesdays, groceries, noon to 
1 p.m. Large space, high ceilings, only 
four chairs per table, all volunteers 
vaccinated/boosted. https://soupfo-
ryou.info/

Bahá’i

BAHÁ’I CENTER OF
MINNEAPOLIS
3644 Chicago Ave. S.
612-823-3494
Minneapolis.Bahai@gmail.com
Devotions at the Bahá’í Center 
and via Zoom, Sundays 10 am, 
and Tuesdays via Zoom 6:30 
pm
See www.minneapolisbahai.org
So powerful is the light of unity 
that it can illuminate the whole 
earth.
-Baha’u’llah

Christian

CALVARY LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Worshiping at 2742 15th 
Ave. S.
612-827-2504 or www.clchurch.
org
Sunday Worship at 10 am
Interim Pastor Kjell Ferris
A Reconciling in Christ Congre-
gation

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF
ST. ALBERT THE GREAT
E. 29th St. & 32nd Ave. S.
612-724-3643

www.saintalbertthegreat.org
Weekend Masses
Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 9:30 am (also live-
streamed on Facebook)
Sunday 12 noon
Weekday Masses M, T, TH, F at 
8:15 am in the Chapel, east door 
and elevator entry

FAITH EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
3430 E. 51st St.
612-729-5463
www.faithlutheranmpls.org
Sunday Worship 9 am and 
online on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
felcmpls/
Blind Ministry – June 17, noon 
to 2 pm
Education Hour - 10:30 am
AA group - Mondays 6:30 pm
Senior Exercise Class - Mon-
days 10 am
NA groups - Wednesdays 
7:30 pm
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jared 
Yogerst

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH (ELCA)
1720 E. Minnehaha Pkwy.
holycrossmpls.org

Sunday Worship at 9:30 am
An inclusive community
encouraging lives of service

LIVING SPIRIT
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
4501 Bloomington Ave.
612-721-5025
Multicultural/Intergenerational
Justice — Generosity — Faith
Worship  In-Person or Online
10:30 am Sundays
Online: livingspiritumc.org

MESSIAH LUTHERAN
CHURCH
The Center for Changing Lives
2400 Park Ave. S., 612-871-
8831
www.messiahlutheranmpls.org
Sunday 9 am Traditional Wor-
ship with Holy Communion 
Sunday 11 am Praise Worship, 
with Holy Communion on June 
18
Fellowship Lunch 12:30 pm, 
June 11 and 25

MINNEHAHA
COMMUNION
LUTHERAN CHURCH
4101 37th Ave. S., 612-722-9527
9:45 am Sunday Worship in 

person & livestream
Go to church website for info
www.minnehahacommunion.
org
12-step groups Tuesday through 
Friday evenings

NEW CREATION
BAPTIST CHURCH
1414 E. 48th St.
612-825-6933
In-person Sunday Worship 
10:45 am
Also on Facebook at:
www.Facebook.com/NewCre-
ationBaptistChurch
https://newcreationbaptist-
churchmn.org/
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Daniel B. 
McKizzie

NOKOMIS HEIGHTS
LUTHERAN CHURCH –
ELCA
5300 10th Ave. S.
612-825-6846
www.nokomisheights.org
Sunday worship 10 am, 1st 
Sunday of month in sanctuary; 
other Sundays outside on front 
lawn (weather permitting)
Online worship premiers Sun-
days at 10 am on Facebook and 
YouTube.

ST. JOAN OF ARC
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
www.stjoan.com, 4537 Third 
Ave.
Saturday, 5 pm in the Church
Sunday, 7:45 am in the Church,
9 & 11 am in the gym
Video available on our website
and Facebook page
We Welcome You Wherever 
You Are
On Your Journey

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CONGREGATION
Augsburg College, Hoversten 
Chapel
Riverside & 22nd Aves.
612-333-2561
www.trinitylutherancongrega-
tion.org
Sunday Worship 10 am
Pastors: Jane Buckley-Farlee & 
Alem Asmelash
Office: 2001 Riverside Ave. 
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good sign, I thought. 
Ward 12 had four candidates 

vying for endorsement to run for 
the seat being vacated by Coun-
cil Member Andrew Johnson, 
who is retiring at the end of this 
year. Luther Ranheim, a non-
profit executive and neighbor-
hood activist, and Nancy Ford, 
a small business owner and en-
vironmental activist, were both 
candidates (and will be on the 
ballot in November). They are 
both white and middle-aged and 
I don’t recall either of them hav-
ing any endorsements. Jerome 
Evans is a known neighborhood 
activist, a queer, married, Afri-
can American young man, en-
dorsed by the DFL Senior Caucus 
and a couple of elected officials. 

The front-runner going in was 
Aurin Chowdhury, who is cur-
rently a policy aide to Ward 9 
Council Member Jason Chavez. 
She is a Twin Cities DSA mem-
ber, and we endorsed her, along 
with three unions, two DFL cau-
cuses, four advocacy groups, and 
ten elected officials. (Evans and 
Chowdhury agreed to abide by 
the endorsement and the other 
two did not. Evans has accord-
ingly ended his campaign.) The 
rules committee had more an-
ti-Chowdhury forces, and with 
four candidates, they wanted to 
use the old DFL playbook where 
you want to end the balloting 
early and prevent endorsement 
because your favored candidate 
doesn’t have a chance. Thus the 
“minority report.” This was an 
alternate rules document that 
returned to the usual practice of 
five ballots before a motion to 
adjourn was in order. The debate 
was intense, and kind of dirty. In 
the end, the minority report won 
out and was adopted – the first 
sign that Chowdhury’s support 
levels may have been underesti-
mated.  

The second sign was in the 
candidate speeches. Two can-
didates pretty much walked up 
there alone or with one other 
person and gave a speech, no 
demonstration, no signs. Ran-
heim at least had a fancy video 
and two speakers, one of which 
was his spouse. Chowdhury was 
preceded onto the stage by I am 
guessing upwards of 50 people 
in matching T-shirts, with signs 
and all the trimmings. A proper 
convention mini-rally.   

Originally, I was strapped in 
for a long slog. But I was begin-
ning to think there wouldn’t be 

a lot of ballots as I marked and 
handed in my first one. More ar-
guments about the rules. Pizza 
in the lobby. A prayer break. The 
chairperson was in the middle of 
trying to sort out another com-
plex point of order or something 
when the head teller came in 
with results. And it was all over! 
Aurin Chowdhury won endorse-
ment by a comfortable margin 
on the first ballot.  

On Saturday, May 13, the Min-
neapolis DFL held the Ward 10 
endorsing convention at Ella 
Baker School. There were only 
two candidates: incumbent 
Council Member Aisha Chugh-
tai, who has also been endorsed 
by Twin Cities DSA, and former 
MPD Community Safety Offi-
cer Nasri Warsame, a relative 
newcomer to the local electoral 
scene. 

With Chughtai’s side having 
what appeared to be a comfort-
able lead in pledged delegates, 
her campaign probably expected 
a fairly simple and stress-free 
convention. However, in hind-
sight, we can see that the War-
same campaign had an assump-
tion from the start that the DFL 
deck was stacked against them. 
They didn’t have the numbers, 
and they didn’t have familiarity 
with the system and its rules. 
Perhaps understandably, at least 
in the case of the volunteers and 
supporters, they didn’t assume 
best intentions from the other 
side, nor from DFL officials run-
ning the show.  

The convention was chaotic 
from the beginning. There were 
translation issues, with a lot of 
Warsame’s delegates being So-
mali elders and not proficient in 
English, and the DFL local units 
in the Twin Cities struggling to 
find enough reliable translators. 
More than half of the supporters 
for Warsame were not delegates, 
but “guests,” in convention 
terms. This volatile combination 
meant that there was a lot of 
misinformation, confusion and 
mistrust in the air. 

After many hours of creden-
tial challenges and rules debate, 
it was time to hear speeches and 
take the first ballot. Warsame’s 
team was slated to speak sec-
ond. As Chughtai’s supporters 
began to fill the stage to sup-
port her during her opening 
remarks, furious Warsame sup-
porters swarmed the stage and 
physically confronted Chughtai 
supporters, leading to pushing, 
shouting, cursing and eventually 
some physical assaults. The con-

vention was forced to adjourn. 
(See the link below to a now-vi-
ral video of the outbreak.) The 
mayhem went on even after ad-
journment, and both paramed-
ics and police were called, with 
Chughtai’s campaign team and 
some delegates taking shelter in 
a locked room until police could 
escort them from the building. 

The chair of the DFL called 
an emergency meeting of the 
DFL State Executive Committee 
(SEC) to consider its response 
and how to move forward on 
the endorsement question. Two 
bylaw amendments were pro-
posed, debated and passed that 
would allow the SEC to ban per-
sons whom they deem to have 
violently disrupted the process 
for seeking endorsement, effec-
tively an expulsion from the par-
ty. The SEC then provisionally 
banned Warsame from seeking 
DFL endorsement, which will 
have the effect of eliminating 
Chughtai’s only opposition for 
DFL endorsement if it stands. 
The DFL State Central Commit-
tee (SCC) will now vote on the 
two amendments and whether 
to sustain the banning of War-
same.   

Whether the bylaws pass or 
not, it is unclear what the en-
dorsement outcome will be at 
this point, as it could be Chugh-
tai being endorsed or no en-
dorsement, and that could (and 
most likely will) happen through 
a reconvened convention. It’s 
widely believed by observers 
that Chughtai had the necessary 
60% threshold and more. 

A third bylaw amendment was 
proposed at that SEC meeting. 
This one, called “Amendment 3” 
in the press coverage (which has 
been extensive) would bar mem-
bers of other organizations that 
make endorsements prior to 
these conventions from volun-
teering at these events. The SEC 
was quite divided along ideo-
logical lines on this proposal, 
since both Twin Cities DSA and 
the DSC (which currently does 
not endorse candidates), were 
implicated by the Warsame cam-
paign’s accusation of partiality. 

The proposed bylaw amend-
ment was referred to the DFL’s 
Constitution, Bylaws, and Rules 
Committee (CBRC). DSA mem-
bers are far more impacted by 
this than by whether our en-
dorsed candidate is also en-
dorsed by the DFL. And, of 
course, none of this affects who 
is on the ballot, although it may 
impact who voters choose. But if 
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buted the young and activist New 
City Church to a packed house 
in Walker’s dining hall. (See 
minnesotaumc.org/blogdetail/
new-city-church-launches-with-
a-packed-house-10107541.)  As 
Walker, with more than half of 
its members over 55, gently de-
clined in numbers, New City 
rapidly grew. When the uprising 
began, Walker Church, the build-
ing, became a sanctuary for em-
battled community activists, in-
cluding young, queer and trans 
people, as well as those just 

seeking shelter from the politi-
cal storm, and the poor who still 
needed to find food and medical 
care. (All of which sprang up 
from somewhere and were avail-
able at Walker Church.) Having 
New City in the building proba-
bly served to make it a bit more 
welcoming than just a bunch of 
old white homeowners, no mat-
ter how radical they used to be.  

Walker’s problem to be solved 
in 2022 was almost purely finan-
cial. We had rental income, we 
had almost no debt. But our giv-
ing base was declining as mem-
bers passed away or went into 

long-term care or moved out of 
the area. New members came in 
but not fast enough. Instead of 
leaking money to the point of no 
return, the Walker congregation 
embarked on the Faithful Path, 
a program to discern the way 
forward. And that turned out 
to be giving our beloved build-
ing to New City Church but re-
maining there as a tenant. To 
add an extra layer of resilience, 
a new nonprofit was founded, 
the Grapevine Collective, with a 
board composed of representa-
tives from Walker, New City, and 
community stakeholders. (See 

grapevinecollective.org/com-
munity for a list of the current 
tenants of the building, which 
forms the collective.)  

When the actual transfer of ti-
tle occurs on July 1 of this year, 
the property will be transferred 
free of any debt. Walker Church 
will once again be a tenant, like 
in our wilderness years of 2012-
13, but in a now-familiar set-
ting. And New City, which was 
recently made a full-fledged 
UMC congregation, will be the 
church-owning rising star of the 
Methodist Conference. On July 
16, Walker, New City, and Pas-

tor Tyler’s other church, North-
east United Methodist will have 
a combined Sunday celebration 
in the sanctuary. This will be 
followed by a huge community 
celebration, at which the build-
ing will be bestowed with a com-
pletely new name, in honor of its 
new status as an actual commu-
nity center, which just happens 
to have two awesome churches 
in it. (I think it’s what the New 
Walker has wanted to be all 
along.) You’re all invited.  

DFL, from page 1

Walker, from page 7

this Amendment 3 makes it into 
the DFL bylaws, it’s effectively a 
first step in the DFL calling for 
a Dirty Break from us. I guess a 
lot of moderates in the DFL are 
becoming really scared of social-
ists, and their increasing popu-
larity with voters.  

Addendum – on modern-day 
red-baiting 

Forces within the DFL are 
definitely using this fear of so-
cialism, especially prevalent in 
older generations who grew up 
under hysterical Cold War pro-
paganda, as evidenced in this 
email I got from Tony Scallon 
and the Minneapolis DFL Senior 
Caucus: 

(Excerpt) 

“One of the candidates, Aurin 
Chowdhury, supported defund-
ing police in the past. She has 
applied for the endorsement 
of the Twin Cities Democratic 
Socialists of America (TCDSA), 
a chapter of the national Dem-
ocratic Socialists of America. 
In her application for TCDSA 
endorsement, Chowdhury has 
agreed to be: ‘… committed to 
building a “Socialists in Office” 
committee to coordinate with 
elected municipal officials and 
provide organizational support 
to build socialist power in the 
Twin Cities.’  She agreed to ‘…
oppose increases to the current 
police budget.’”    

Links: 

Aurin Chowdhury for Ward 12  
www.aurinchowdhury.org 

Aisha Chughtai for Ward 10  
www.aishaforward10.com 

Nasri Warsame for Ward 10 
nasriwarsame.com 

Video of turmoil at Ward 10 
convention, from Twitter thread 
by WedgeLive (John Edwards)  

youtu.be/KmqHr62uCVI 

Statement by Aisha 
Chughtai  aishaforward10.
c o m / s t a t e m e n t s / s t a t e -
ment-on-violence-perpetrat-
ed-by-nasri-warsame-cam-
paign-at-ward-10-convention 

Statement by Nasri Warsame  
tinyurl.com/28dmu5ek 

Statement by Ken Martin, 
chair of the state DFL dfl.org/
press-release/updated-dfl-par-
ty-statement-on-ward-10-con-
vention 

 Addendum  

BY ED FELIEN  

Certainly one of the biggest 
shocks of this brief DFL endorse-
ment season was the endorse-
ment of Soren Stevenson over 
City Council President and Afri-
can American transgender poet 
Andrea Jenkins. Stevenson lost 
an eye during the George Floyd 
protests as a result of the firing 
of an MPD blunt force projectile. 
He won 68% of the votes on the 
first ballot. “It’s clear that Ward 
8 is ready for new leadership to 
bring about real transformation-
al change,” Stevenson tweeted 
Saturday afternoon.  

The Ward 2 DFL convention 
did not endorse a candidate – 
an obvious acknowledgement 
that incumbent Robin Wonsley, 
an independent leftist endorsed 
by DSA, was their best hope for 
continued progressive represen-
tation.   

Jason Chavez won endorse-
ment for re-election in Ward 9 
by acclamation. 

will of the people in the other 
breakaway provinces is more 
difficult to determine, although 
before the fall of democracy in 
Ukraine, polling showed that 
their sympathies were with Rus-
sia and not the West. It is their 
voice that needs to be heard in 
peace negotiations, their will 
that needs to be respected. 

Their choices should not be 

limited. They can choose to re-
main in Ukraine as they were be-
fore, they can remain in Ukraine 
as semi-autonomous republics, 
they can choose independence, 
or some form of association with 
Russia. The most daunting pros-
pect for peace is regaining suffi-
cient trust between the warring 
parties so that a free and fair 
referendum can be held.

Vets, from page 9
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BY ED FELIEN 

Attention dear friends in the 
Minneapolis legal community:

I hope you have the opportunity to read the following brief 
asking for injunctive relief from the District Court to compel 
the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board and CenterPoint 
Energy to remove barriers that are artificially raising the level 
of Lake Hiawatha and justifying the closing of the Hiawatha 
18-hole Golf Course.  Hiawatha Golf Course was the home and 
origin of the Bronze Tournament—the first national tourna-
ment open to African Americans, a significant milepost in the 
struggle against racism. 

If you agree with the basis for the brief, please help make 
it better.  Please forward your suggestions and improvements 
to edfelien@southsidepride.com. 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA                    DISTRICT COURT 
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN                  FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
                                                           CASE TYPE: CIVIL 
Edwin Felien, Plaintiff                                                 
            v. 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board and CenterPoint Energy, Defendants 

MEMORANDUM OF INJUNCTIVE RELIEF TO SUPPORT THE 
REMOVAL OF OBSTACLES BLOCKING WATER 

LEAVING LAKE HIAWATHA

INTRODUCTION 

On Friday, Oct. 14, 2022, Plaintiff, a property taxpayer in the 
City of Minneapolis wrote to the Minneapolis Park and Recre-
ation Board:

“Hi Dawn, 

“Would you direct this inquiry to Superintendent Bangoura and 
the MPRB Commissioners.

“Recent photos of the rock weir under the 30th Avenue 
footbridge [see attached photos] indicate clearly that the rock 
weir is the principal obstruction to the flow of water leaving 
Lake Hiawatha. 

“As the Barr Engineering ‘Hiawatha Golf Course—Stormwater, 
Surface Water, and Groundwater Analysis Summary,’ Febru-
ary 28, 2017, said on page 25, ‘The existing control of water 
levels in Lake Hiawatha is either the high point in the channel 
upstream of 28th Avenue South or the rock weir under the 
pedestrian bridge at 30th Avenue South.  The high point at 
28th Avenue appears to be a gas main crossing the creek.  The 
weir at 30th Avenue South appears to be manmade and its 
function is unknown.’ 

“Minnesota Statute 103G.141 PENALTIES.  Subdivision 
1. Misdemeanors: ‘a person is guilty of a misdemeanor who 
undertakes or procures another to undertake an alteration 
in the course, current, or cross section of public waters 
without previously obtaining a permit from the commissioner, 
regardless of whether the commissioner would have granted a 
permit had an application been filed.’

“By permitting the existence of the rock weir and by allowing 
CenterPoint Energy to obstruct the flow of water from Lake 
Hiawatha, thereby, according to estimates by Barr Engineering, 
raising the water level of Lake Hiawatha by one foot, the MPRB 
seems guilty of altering the cross section of public waters, and, 
therefore, guilty of violating Minnesota Statute 103G.141. 

“Does the MPRB accept responsibility for raising the water level 
of Lake Hiawatha?  Will they take measures to correct it?” 

Hearing no response from the Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board, I wrote again to Dawn Sommers: 

“Oct. 21 

“Hi Dawn,  

“Did you pass my email on to staff and the Board?   

“If I don’t hear from you by Monday, I will assume you have no 
interest in corresponding on the issue of the illegal damming 
of Minnehaha Creek, and I will pursue other options to correct 
violations of Minnesota Statute 103G.141.” 

On Monday. 10/24/2022, 3:34 AM, I received this email: 

“Ed, 

“I passed your email on to Superintendent Bangoura and Assis-
tant Superintendent of Planning Schroeder, and I was provided 
with the following details. Thank you for reminding me that you 
had also requested I share your email with commissioners; I will 
do so today.   

‘According to Barr Engineering Company, this rock 
structure is one of 16 to 20 natural and introduced 
features in the creek, any one of which or all in combi-
nation have the ability to control the elevation of Lake 
Hiawatha. Removal of one, such as the CenterPoint 
Energy crossing, will not impact the elevation of the 
lake significantly. The most significant of the struc-
tures is a very large MCES sanitary sewer. The MPRB 
recognizes that you have consistently suggested this 
could be modified to allow the lake elevation to be 
lowered; however, Minneapolis Public Works has 
suggested it is not practicable.

‘The statute that you cite does not apply as the MPRB 
neither undertook nor  procured another to put the 
rock structure in the creek.  Moreover, the rock struc-
ture was previously the subject of a writ of manda-
mus you served upon the  MPRB a few years ago. 
You suggested, by issuance of the writ, that the Park 
Board  had a responsibility to remove it. The judge, 
however, found you had no standing  to seek the 
writ and that even if you did, the MPRB had no duty 
to remove the rock  from the creek.  The writ was 
therefore dismissed.’

“Dawn Sommers
“Director, Communications and Marketing” 

I wrote in response: 

“Attention Superintendent Bangoura:

“You say there are ‘16 to 20 natural and introduced features 
in the creek’ that ‘control the elevation of Lake Hiawatha.’  I 
think that is a misrepresentation of the facts.  The rock weir  at 
30th Avenue, the unused gas line pipe at 28th Avenue, the 
remnants of the dam/weir at  27th Avenue and the copious 
amounts of sand the City has dumped on the streets in 
the  winter that flow through the storm sewer system to 
Minnehaha Creek are the principal  obstructions blocking the 
exit of water from Lake Hiawatha.  Park Board staff continue 
to  count the MCES and City sanitary sewer pipes as part of the 
obstruction, but the MCES  Interceptor pipe is eight feet below 
ground level and the City sanitary pipes are six feet  below the 
ground.  According to sources in Minneapolis Public Works, they 
have to be at  least six feet below the surface to avoid freezing 
and bursting. 

“Judge Patrick D. Robben, in his Order Denying my Petition for a 
Writ of Mandamus said,  ‘Petitioner cites no specific legal duty-
-be it statute, rule or regulation--that requires the  Park Board 
to remove the rocks from Minnehaha Creek or pump a certain 
amount of  groundwater out of Hiawatha Golf Course.  At best, 
Petitioner represents that the Park  Board has an overarching 
duty to protect the public welfare.  Such an overarching  aspi-
rational goal--akin to ‘do the right thing’ or Google’s corporate 
conduct motto ‘don’t be evil’ - is not the same thing as a spe-
cific and clearly imposed legal duty for which the Court could, 
through a writ of mandamus, direct the Park Board as to how 
to carry out its  duties.’  I believe the stipulations of Minnesota 
Statute 103G.141 offer ‘a specific and clearly imposed legal 
duty for which the Court could, through a writ of mandamus, 
direct  the Park Board as to how to carry out its duties.’  

“According to the stated mission of the Park Board, ‘The Minne-

apolis Park and Recreation Board permanently preserves, pro-
tects, maintains, improves, and enhances its natural  resources, 
parkland, and recreational opportunities for current and future 
generations of  our region including people, plants and wildlife.’  
Removing the unnatural obstructions to  the flow of water 
out of Lake Hiawatha will substantially lower the level of Lake 
Hiawatha and reduce the flooding of the natural wetland and 
cease ‘altering the cross section of publicwaters.’

“The parks of Minneapolis are a great gift from previous gen-
erations.  We have a  responsibility to future generations to be 
responsible stewards of our inheritance.” 

A week later I wrote to the Park Board: 

“Dear Superintendent Bangoura, 

“May I assume you have verified the depth of the sanitary pipes 
running under Minnehaha Creek? 

“May I assume you have discussed Park Board liability with 
regard to Minnesota Statute  103G.141 with legal staff? 

“May I then hope to hear from you by Friday of this week, 
November 4, about an  understanding of MPRB’s responsibility 
for and a commitment to a calendar for removal of obstruc-
tions that block the exit of water from Lake Hiawatha through 
Minnehaha Creek? 

“Thank you for your kind attention to these matters.” 

On 11/7/2022, I wrote: 

“Dear Superintendent Bangoura, 

“I was disappointed not to hear from you last week about the 
obstructions in Minnehaha  Creek that are flooding the wet-
lands around Lake Hiawatha and now, Lake Nokomis. If I do not 
hear from you this week, I will assume you wish to settle the 
matter in court—an expensive and burdensome alternative.” 

On 11/8 I received this: 

“Hello Mr. Felien, 

“Thank you for your email; we are looking into this. 

“Respectfully, 
“Al” 

I responded 10 days later on 11/18: 

“Hello Al, 

“Thank you for your email of November 8 in which you say you 
are ‘looking into’ the artificial obstructions that are blocking the 
flow of water out of Lake Hiawatha. 

“May I assume, by now, your legal department has verified that 
there is a Minnesota Statute 103G.141 that prohibits the artifi-
cial raising of the level of public lake and, thereby, the flooding 
a wetland. 

“May I further assume you understand the Park Board has the 
legal responsibility to remove those artificial obstructions. 

“Removal of the stone weir under the 30th Avenue footbridge 
would require directing the Environmental Stewardship Division 
to send a crew out some day next spring to remove the rocks. 

“Removal of the unused gas line would require you asking your 
legal department to write CenterPoint and inform them of the 
law and their responsibility to remove the pipe. 

“Removal of remnants of the dam/weir at 27th Avenue, the least 
significant obstruction, according to the MPRB 2017 study by 
Barr Engineering, might require contracting with an indepen-
dent construction firm to deconstruct the structure. 
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“May I have your assurance that we agree on our understanding 
of the law? 

“May I have your assurance that we agree on remedies to 
resolve the problem? 

“I sincerely appreciate your attention to this matter, 

“Respectfully,” 

The final email I received from the Park Board:  

“Mr. Felien: 

“Thank you for bringing this to my attention. 

 “No, you may not make assumptions on my behalf. 

 “Thank you for your email. 
“Al Bangoura” 

I wrote a final letter to the Park Board: 

“Superintendent Bangoura, 

“My humble understanding of the legal process is that we are 
involved in the first phase:  Discovery. 

“I have written to you expressing my concern that the MPRB is 
in violation of Minnesota  Statute 103G.141 and guilty of a mis-
demeanor by allowing artificial obstructions to stop  the flow of 
water out of Lake Hiawatha, thereby raising the level of the lake 
and flooding the surrounding wetlands. 

“My hope was that we could agree to these simple remedies: 
remove the rocks; tell  CenterPoint to remove their pipe; and 
get bids on removal of the remains of the dam/weir. 

“That is my understanding of the Park Board’s responsibilities 
under the law and my hopes for restoration of Minnehaha 
Creek and Lake Hiawatha.  That will be the extent of my brief 
in my appeal to Judge Patrick D. Robben to reverse his Order 
Denying my Petition for a Writ of Mandamus.

“In the hope we can avoid a court date, as the Plaintiff, I have 
shared my complaint.   

“It is customary at this point, after the Plaintiff has shared their 
brief, to ask the defendant,  ‘What is your answer?’” 

I received no reply. 

I wrote the Minneapolis City Attorney in the hope she would 
enforce Minnesota Statute 103G.141: 

“Dear Kristyn Anderson, City Attorney: 

“Is the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board in violation of 
Minnesota Statute 103G.141  by obstructing the flow of water 
out of Lake Hiawatha? 

“As the Barr Engineering “Hiawatha Golf Course—Stormwater, 
Surface Water, and  Groundwater Analysis Summary,” Febru-
ary 28, 2017, said on page 25, ‘The existing  controls of water 
levels in Lake Hiawatha is either the high point in the channel 
upstream of 28th Avenue South or the rock weir under the 
pedestrian bridge at 30th Avenue South.  The high point at 
28th Avenue appears to be a gas main crossing the creek.  The 
weir at 30th Avenue South appears to be manmade and its 
function is unknown.’  

“Minnesota Statute 103G.141 PENALTIES.  Subdivision 
1. Misdemeanors: ‘a person is guilty of a misdemeanor who 
undertakes or procures another to undertake an alteration 
in the course, current, or cross section of public waters 
without previously obtaining a permit from the commissioner, 
regardless of whether the commissioner would have granted a 
permit had an application been filed.’   

“By permitting the existence of the rock weir and by allowing 
CenterPoint Energy to  obstruct the flow of water from Lake 
Hiawatha, thereby, according to estimates by Barr  Engineering, 
raising the water level of Lake Hiawatha by one foot, the MPRB 
seems guilty of altering the cross section of public waters, and, 
therefore, guilty of violating Minnesota  Statute 103G.141.  

“What remedies does the City of Minneapolis have to compel 
the Minneapolis Park and  Recreation Board to follow the law 
and remove those barriers?  

“Thank you very much for your attention to this matter.” 

I received no response. 

I wrote to the president of the Minneapolis City Council, attach-
ing the above email sent to  the City Attorney: 

“Council President Andrea Jenkins, 

“I wrote to the Minneapolis City Attorney on January 16 to com-
plain that the Park Board is  in violation of State law by allowing 
artificial impediments to block the flow of water out of Lake Hi-
awatha.  This blockage floods the natural wetlands surrounding 
Hiawatha Golf  Course, and this consequent flooding is used by 
the Park Board to justify closing the 18-hole golf course that has 
profound cultural significance to the African American commu-
nity of South Minneapolis. 

“Would you kindly remind our City Attorney that it is her re-
sponsibility to enforce  Minnesota laws and prosecute misde-
meanors. 

“Here is the email I sent:” 

I have received no response. 

CONCLUSION 

This is a matter of some urgency.  The Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board has determined to stop or reduce pumping 
ground water out of the wetlands surrounding Lake Hiawatha, 
thereby flooding Hiawatha Golf Course—a culturally and 
socially significant institution for the South Minneapolis African 
American community.  They justify their action by claiming this 
would be a more “natural” condition, when a significant reason 
for the flooding is the “unnatural” stone weir and an “unnatu-
ral” unused gas line that they refuse to mitigate.   

I have exhausted all nonjudicial remedies, therefore, I implore 
this Court to order the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
to remove the stone weir at the 30th Avenue pedestrian bridge 
across Minnehaha Creek and to order CenterPoint Energy to 
remove their unused utility pipe near the 28th Avenue bridge. 

Respectfully submitted 
Edwin Felien 
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Troy’s Decks & Wood Fence

CONCRETE 
WORK

by Tom Seemon
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Steps, 
Sidewalks,
Patios & 

Driveways

612-721-2530

McCabe 
Self-Storage
2405 East 26th St., Mpls

10x17’ - $155/mo
10x23’ - $175/mo

Doors 10’ high

612-418-9800

• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Attic & Basement
• Addition
• Windows
• Siding
• Roofing

www.dornickconstruction.net
dornick@comcast.net

Mn. License # BC 726447

John Dornick
4853 15th Avenue South 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55417(612) 250-6665
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Voted ‘Best Thrift 
Store’ in the Twin 
Cities City Pages, 

July 2020
2939 12th Ave, S., Mpls, MN 55407
612-722-7882 • www.svdpmls.org

Voted ‘Best Thrift Store’ 
in the Twin Cities

City Pages, July 2020

Please wear a mask and 
observe social distancing.

Both of our thrift stores are 
temporarily CLOSED till 

further notice, for the health 
of all. . . . We miss you! ♥

Meanwhile, please stay safe 
and healthy!

2939 12th Ave, S., Mpls, MN 55407
612-722-7882 • www.svdpmls.org

2939 12th Ave, S., Mpls, MN 55407
612-722-7882 • www.svdpmls.org

SORENSEN LAWN 
CARE

• Weekly Lawn Mowing
• 10% Senior Discount

612-781-3420
call for free estimates

STORM DOOR INSTALLATION
“I answer my phone”

Reasonable Rates / Fast Service
Mike Thompson

952-594-0612
References Available

Interior & exterior painting 
& handyman services.

954-461-7711

Concrete
Masonry

Repair/
Replace

Concrete Repair
Masonry Repair

Step Repair
Foundation Repair
Demolition or New

Bobcat Work

Call Gary 
651-423-6666

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS IN 

SOUTHSIDE PRIDE!
call David  

 (612) 822-4662 
or email 

david@southsidepride.com



BY STEPHANIE FOX 

 Summer means Minnesotans 
finally come out of hiding and 
head out into the streets, flock-
ing to outdoor celebrations. The 
first Open Streets, scheduled for 
Saturday, June 10, is expected to 
bring Twin Citizens to East Lake 
Street to enjoy the crowds and the 
sunny weather. 

This is a free, family-friendly 
event. No cars are allowed, but 
bring your dogs, and walk, ride 
your bike, and skate or skate-
board down Lake Street between 
2nd Avenue and 22nd Avenue 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

Open Streets began as a way 
to expand the community imagi-
nation beyond car-centric street 
design, said Ember Rasmussen, 

Open Street’s community de-
velopment and events manager. 
“The events are a small spark of 
what our city could look like if we 
centered people and community 
first,” Rasmussen said. 

Along the 10-plus blocks of 
the usually busy vehicle corri-
dor, 200 contributors will offer 
performances, feature arts and 
crafts, and serve food from trucks 
and booths. Political and social 
groups will be there as well. Maps 
are available at the Open Streets 
booth and from volunteers sta-
tioned along the route.  

 Jawaahir Dance Company 

Laura Crocker has been a 
member of the Jawaahir Dance 
Company for 16 years. Translat-

ed as “jewels” in Arabic, Jawaa-
hir focuses on traditional styles 
of Middle Eastern dance, often 
called belly dance. The 15-mem-
ber troupe will be on stage at the 
corner of Lake Street and Elliot 
Avenue. “We’ll be focusing on the 
traditional dance style of Egypt,” 
said Crocker.  

This is the first year for the 
dance company to move from lo-
cal indoor theater stages to the 
outdoor venue of Open Streets.  

“Like a lot of arts organiza-
tions, there’s been a lot of change 
during the past couple of years,” 
Crocker said. “We want to get out 
and interact with the community. 
We want people to stop by, be-
cause there will be earthy and ex-
citing music and dance styles you 
don’t see every day in Minnesota.”  

Queerhaven Art Collective 

The Queerhaven Art Collec-
tive’s artists will be selling prints, 
cards, stickers and T-shirts. And 
again this year the group will of-
fer an area where even non-art-
ists can express themselves with 
chalk art.   

“My art is whimsical advo-
cacy,” said artist Andrea From, 
who is nonbinary. “I have a back-
ground in comic art. I’ve always 
been drawn to visual story telling. 
I like transparency and bright col-
ors, adding layers to the work.”  

This is From’s second year at 
Open Streets on East Lake. “It’s 
super fun. I got to meet some 
neighbors I’d not met before and 
reconnect with those I knew,” 
they said. 

Other artists will be joining 
Queerhaven, offering artistic 
media including needlepoint and 
acrylic pours, a technique where 
pouring paint lets the artist cre-
ate patterns.  

“Open Streets is important,” 
From said. “My partner is a cy-
clist. My kids like to ride bikes. 
This event brings communities 
together and helps envision a city 
that has more public transit. It in-
cludes everyone, and other queer 
artists feel very comfortable 
there, surrounded by our commu-
nity.”  
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MIKE SMITH | BROKER - REALTOR®
142 homes sold & 60 million in sales in 2022!
Average 1 closing every 3 days

651.324.6211
mikesmithrealty@gmail.com
andersonrealtymn.com

A collaborative of 
Minnesota artists 

with an online shop at

A collaborative of Minnesota 
artists with an online shop at 

Or visit our shop at  
Midtown Global Market,

920 E. Lake St., Minneapolis 
612-562-5871

theartshoppemgm@gmail.com

at Midtown Global Market

THE
ART SHOPPE

Or visit our shop at:

Midtown Global Market,
920 E. Lake St.

Minneapolis

612-562-5871

theartshoppemgm@gmail.com

theartshoppemgm.com

70+ Minnesota artists

Local artist-created gifts 
including:

Jewelry, Pottery, Prints, 
Cards, and more.

Visit our shop at:
Midtown Global Market,

920 E. Lake St.
Minneapolis

612-562-5871

theartshoppemgm.com
theartshoppemgm@gmail.com

Global Market
920 E. Lake Street

612.870.3930
mannystortas.com

Open Streets’ first event on East Lake 
Street means that summer has truly begun 

‘Rainbow Goddess’ by Andrea Al-
ice From, of the Queerhaven Art 
Collective



Corazon Mexicano 

Corazon Mexicano, a Mexi-
can arts and crafts store on Lake 
Street, sells a variety of gifts in-
spired by the Mexican southeast 
and Mayan culture. Owner Anna 
Del Rivero’s shop is a multi-gen-
erational family business, started 
by her father in Mexico. 

Their booth at Open Streets 
will feature jewelry, crafts, 
hand-painted art, T-shirts and 
handmade Mayan-style cloth-
ing. Del Rivero opened her Lake 
Street shop to share her culture 
with others. That’s what brings 
her family to Open Streets for a 
second year. “I get to meet people 
and show a little of Mexico,” she 
said.  

The family includes Del Rive-
ro’s daughter Anna. “We all work 
together as a family, artists here 
in Minnesota and in Mexico,” she 
said. “We hope to welcome a lot 
of people to our booth and will be 
happy to answer questions about 
our shop’s merchandise and about 
our culture.”  

Friends of the Cemetery 

Driving down Lake Street, it’s 
easy to ignore the cemetery on 
the northeast corner of Lake and 
Cedar. Many think it’s simply 
an historic curiosity, but Susan 
Hunter Weir knows better and 
hopes to show that the Minneapo-
lis Pioneers and Soldiers Memori-
al Cemetery is much more.  

The cemetery, at 2945 Cedar 
Ave., was founded in 1853. It 
closed in 1919 and then reopened 
in the 1930s to bury the widow of 
a Civil War veteran. The last buri-
al was in 2021. History, Weir said, 
lives on. There are 22,000 people 
buried there. And, unlike many 
cemeteries, it was never segre-
gated. 

“You know this is a Minnesota 
cemetery,” Weir said. “There are 
1,035 people buried there named 
Johnson and 823 named Ander-
son.”  

During Open Streets, volun-
teers will be at the cemetery gate 
to give mini-tours and answers 
questions. And a woman re-en-
actor, dressed in a hoopskirt, 
will entertain the children with 
19th-century toys and games. “We 
have one game where they drop 
clothespins into a bottle and one 
where they ‘fish’ with a fishing 
pole with a magnet and little met-
al fish to win a prize,” said Weir.  

“People tell me that they drive 
past but never go in,” said Weir. 
“At Open Streets, they can.” 

Eastlake Craft Brewery 

The Eastlake Craft Brewery, in-
side the Midtown Global Market, 
will be serving their award-win-
ning beers and other beverages 
on their patio. People can enjoy 
drinks and bring food from the 
restaurants inside the market.  

“It was decided that we need to 
dial back our Open Streets pres-
ence this summer because we will 
have key members of staff gone 
that day, me included,” said Da-
vin Haukebo-Bol, who organizes 
events and outreach for the brew-
ery. “I am bummed because I love 
this event.” 

They were hoping to include a 
Scandinavian lawn game, Viking 
Chess, Haukebo-Bol said, where 
“we throw blocks of wood at each 
other.” Maybe next year. 

Friendly bartenders will serve 
friendly beverages, including a 
variety of award-winning light 
lagers, sour and hop-forward 
beers. But there are options for 
non-drinkers, too, including 
non-alcoholic beers, kombucha, 
root beer, ginger beer and bub-
bly waters in various flavors. And 
thanks to recent legislation, THC 
seltzers with 5 mg of THC but no 
calories will also be available.  

Open Streets has become an im-
portant tradition in Minneapolis, 
said Open Streets events manager 
Rasmussen. “The family-friend-
ly events are celebrations of the 

unique neighborhoods and cul-
tures that make our city great. 
On East Lake Street, food ven-
dors, community partners, musi-
cians, performers, local makers 
and thousands of residents from 
the surrounding neighborhoods 
will all join the party on three 
joyful miles of city street.” 

Look for more Open Streets 
events throughout the summer 
and fall, held on different thor-
oughfares, including Glenwood, 
Cedar, West Broadway and Lyn-
dale Avenues, one each month 
through October. 
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Midtown Global Market • 920 East Lake Street
612-872-4140 • salsaalasalsa.com

We invite you to try our new Vegan Menu!
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A Civil War-era gravestone from the Minneapolis Pioneers 
and Soldiers Memorial Cemetery

Jawaahir Dance Company performers (Photo/Blue Diamond Photography, courtesy of Jawaahir Dance 
Company)

Chalk, bubbles and a popsicle at Open Streets East Lake in 
2018 (Photo/Fibonacci Blue)
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Season’s Greetings
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Happy Summer!
Oil changes, brakes, maintenance, diagnostics, electrical, 

steering and suspension, alignments, TIRES, air conditioning.....and more

A tree takes a stroll at Open Streets East Lake in 2018 
(Photo/Fibonacci Blue)
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Southside  Pride  / NEIGHBORHOOD EDITION
• YOUR BACK PAGE •

Saint Paul College’s Mission: Grounded in equity and inclusion, Saint Paul College educates 
and empowers students to lead purposeful lives and discover rewarding careers.

Fit in.
Stand out.

Classes start August 21
Apply for FREE at

saintpaul.edu/FallStart

At SPC you'll find an inclusive, welcoming 
community of learners all driven to better 

themselves through uniquely cost-effective, 
yet highly-quality education. Our students 

come from many backgrounds and walks of 
life – from PSEO students, to adult learners, 

and everyone in between. So we cater to you 
and your unique needs, with flexible class 

options available daytime, nighttime, in person, 
or online. We're here to support you with an 

education that fits into your lifestyle.

THROUGH APRIL 4, 2020 | BRING IN OR MENTION THIS ADTHROUGH APRIL 4, 2020 | BRING IN OR MENTION THIS ADTHROUGH APRIL 4, 2020 | BRING IN OR MENTION THIS AD

We carry a stunning variety of 
handmade frames from around the 
world. Our experienced opticians 

know what will look good with your 
prescription and facial features.

Advertise 
your 

business 
in 

Southside 
Pride!

call David 
(612) 822-4662 

or email 
david@southsidepride.com

$1 OFF any size Blizzard 
(limit 4) EXPIRES 6/30/23

Blizzard 
of the Month

Proudly Serving
All Beef hot Dogs and Footlongs!

Blizzard 
of the Month

Oreo Brookie

Thanks for your support! Free Delivery thru DoorDash
38th Street Dairy Queen 3747 13th Ave. S. • 11am - 9pm • 612-822-2393

LULA VINTAGE CLOTHING 
1587 SELBY AVENUE 
ST. PAUL, MN 55104
www.lulavintagemn.com
651.644.4110 

LULA VINTAGE CLOTHING 
1587 SELBY AVENUE 
ST. PAUL, MN 55104
www.lulavintagemn.com
651.644.4110 
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Become a Tutor! 
Join.ReadingandMath.org


