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By Cam Gordon 

Minneapolis is falling 
behind in addressing its 
racist past.  

In October of 2020, 
following the police 
killing of George Floyd 
that previous May, the 
City Council and Mayor 
unanimously approved 
establishing a truth and 
reconciliation process.  

Then, the focus was 
clear. The staff report, 
presented by Joy Marsh, 
who was heading up 
the division of race and 
equity at the time, said 
that “the ultimate objec-
tive of the reconciliation 
and transformational ra-
cial healing process is to 
begin implementing spe-
cific solutions to the spe-
cific harms that created 
and perpetuate racial 
disparities with a prior-
itized focus on healing 
with Historically Black/
American Descendants 
of Slavery and American 
Indian/Indigenous com-
munities.” 

As of August 1, 2024, 
no process has hap-
pened.  

A workgroup was 
formed, recommenda-
tions were heard, a re-
port was filed and staff 
were assigned, but no 
process started. 

American Indian and 
Black/African-descend-
ed communities have 

BY CLINT COMBS 

Four days after Don Samuels posted on Twit-
ter that, “no one sees any end worth pursu-
ing with political violence,” in condemnation 
against an assassination attempt on Donald 
Trump, his campaign released an ad featuring a 
heads Congresswoman Ilhan Omar on a missing 
person’s poster. The ad joyfully attacked Omar 
as missing on votes against the bipartisan in-
frastructure bill (even though she was a present 
no-vote). 

“Ilhan Omar has gone missing on the issues 
that matter most for us,” the campaign ad nar-
rates. 

While Samuels’s social media post condemn-
ing political violence in Butler, Pa. was largely 
ignored with 14 retweets and 51 likes (as of this 
writing), his campaign ad depicting Rep. Omar 
as a missing person  garnered 900 retweets and 
was seen over 95,000 times.  

Samuels’s campaign was referring to Omar’s 
no-vote on the bipartisan infrastructure bill that 
she defended at a town hall as a bargaining chip 
for the Inflation Reduction Act (a law that made 
historic investments in climate change). Omar 
described her no-vote as, “a piece of legislation 
that was part of the Build Back Better plan that 
we have.” 

“I think if all of the House Democrats put up 
a vote for the infrastructure bill, we would not 

have the Inflation Reduction Act, which has cre-
ated so many investments and has actually be-
come the cornerstone legislation for the presi-
dent,” Omar said. 

This is precisely the type of legislation that 
Don Samuels and his former billionaire benefac-
tor donor, Harlan Crow, exploited by shutting 
down all traffic from Target to US Bank Arena 
just to film this ad.  

After a campaign rally where a gunman fired 
his rifle killing firefighter Corey Compera-
tore, Samuels reposted Barack Obama’s tweet : 
“There is absolutely no place for political vio-
lence in our Democracy.” The former president, 
who authorized airstrikes that killed civilians 
in Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq, Libya, Yemen, Paki-

BY ED FELIEN 

Okay, so the Cheapside 
Carnival Freak show that is 
the Trump campaign, just 
got freakier. 

First, some idiot kid takes 
his dad’s AR-15 and, at the 
last minute, picks up a cou-
ple boxes of shells and heads 
off to become famous.  

He makes it to the roof of 
a shed near the stage carry-

ing the rifle and the shells 
and a detonator to blow up 
his car as a distraction so he 
can make his getaway. 

Someone sees him.  
They shout to a cop, “Hey 

man, there’s a guy on the 
roof with a rifle.” 

A cop goes to check it out, 
climbs up to look at him. 

The kid points his AR at 
him.  

The cop retreats.  
The kid opens fire at the 

stage.  
He has to hurry his shot. 

Trump turns. Does the bul-
let take off part of his ear, or 
does it hit something like the 
teleprompter and a flying 
glass shard cut him in the 
ear? Trump won’t release 
the medical reports, so we 
can’t really know what hap-
pened. 



BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

Two East Phillips institutions 
at Bloomington and Franklin 
Avenues 

One of the biggest stories 
about this summer on Blooming-
ton Avenue is happening right 
at its northernmost point. This 
is the heart of the city’s Indige-
nous people’s community at the 
Minneapolis American Indian 
Center (MAIC). In May, the cen-
ter re-opened after a year-plus- 

long renovation and expansion, 
which cost $32.5 million. But the 
news I am referring to, within 
the MAIC, didn’t happen for an-
other month. In June, Gatherings 
Café reopened, with much larg-
er kitchen and dining facilities 
moved up from the basement to 
a prime spot in the front ground 
floor, right on the Avenue. The 
executive chef, Vernon DeFoe, is 
a 20-year veteran professional 
cook and most recently worked 
at NATIFS, Sean Sherman’s non-
profit Indigenous food lab.  

While preserving some of the 
big favorites from before, the 
cafe has also introduced a lot 
of decolonized (but “approach-
able,” in DeFoe’s words) items to 
the menu. So the wild rice bread 
and the bison melt is still there, 
including the cheese, and they 
use hen’s eggs because duck eggs 
would be too expensive, but also 
there is maple cedar tea, Three 
Sisters salad, and root vegeta-
ble hash to be had. Programs to 
feed Indigenous elders and other 
communities in need continue as 
well. Hours are Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Right across Franklin from the 
MAIC is another acronym-named 
institution in this neighborhood; 
Community University Health 
Care Center (CUHCC), a large 
clinic with a patient base re-
flecting the ethnic diversity of 
the area, and of South Minne-
apolis beyond. As a community 

clinic, they have a variety of pro-
grams to make free or affordable 
health care available to every-
one; and as an extension of the 
University of Minnesota, they 
have access to some of the best 
educated health care profession-
als. Opened in 1966 as a pediat-
ric clinic, CUHCC (pronounced 
“kook”) provides family health 
care, reproductive health care, 
dental care, legal services, men-
tal health support and more.  

More service and educational 
organizations on Bloomington 

The Family Partnership de-
scended directly from an organi-
zation called the Humane Soci-
ety (of the Twin Cities), created 
in 1878 by the merger of two 
charities trying to relieve the 

conditions of neglected children 
and neglected animals. Over the 
years it left its animal advocacy 
to other organizations to focus 
more on children. This mission, 
through several name changes 

and many changes of focus and 
method, evolved into the present 
mission linking family emotion-
al health to early childhood de-

velopment, and both to a goal of 
breaking cycles of poverty.  

Along the way, the organiza-
tion now called The Family Part-
nership pioneered early child-
hood education, started visiting 
nurse programs to improve pub-
lic health and was instrumental 
in the creation of social work 
programs in universities. As 
government policy began to do 
more and more of the social 
work started out by charities, 
they were able to expand into 
programs like legal advocacy 
and support for LBGQTI+ youth 
and families. This year, after a 
pilot, they are expanding a new 
program called the EGG Tool-
kit. EGG stands for Empowering 
Generational Greatness, and the 
toolkit is based on the latest sci-
ence of the developing brain and 
focuses on techniques and play 
that can overcome generational 
trauma and enhance executive 
function.  

The Japanese Fellowship 
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Summer on Bloomington 
Avenue South 

CELEBRATE SUMMER 
ON BLOOMINGTON  

All are welcome 
in our new home

Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Gatherings Cafe
Two Rivers Gallery

Fitness Center
Gymnasium

Woodland Indian Crafts

1530 East Franklin Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55404

Dwight Gronlund, owner of Nokomis Cycle

Chef Vernon DeFoe of Gatherings Cafe

Founding of Community-University Health Care Clinic in 1966
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Church (4217 Bloomington Ave.)  
was started in 1977, and moved 
into their current space, a ren-
ovated former warehouse, in 
1994. The church is focused on 
fellowship, as the name implies. 
A bilingual Japanese-English 
worship service (with an on-
line option using the Microsoft 
Teams app) is at 11 a.m. every 
Sunday, followed by a lunch fea-
turing Japanese foods. They also 
have Bible study on Thursday 
evenings and other social pro-
grams, with lots of opportuni-
ties for Japanese conversation in 
a supportive, friendly, bilingual 
environment. Check their web-
site for more information.  

El Colegio (4137 Bloomington 
Ave.) is a culturally immersive 
charter high school for Latine 
youth and families. It’s also a 
public school in that it’s spon-
sored by the school system. In 
their own words: “El Colegio is 
more than high school, we are 
an anchor in our community. We 
provide a safe and trusted space 
for different local organizations 
and grassroots initiatives to 
convene, organize, advocate for 
change, encourage engagement 
in civic activities, and mobilize 
individuals to participate in 
their local democracy.”  

Minneapolis Gymnastics 
(4038 Bloomington Ave.) was 
formed in 2019 by four former 

gymnasts and/or gymnastics 
coaches who were all parents of 
young children wanting to get 
into gymnastics. They started 
the business to fill a void, and a 
void there proved to be, because 
they have grown rapidly in the 
four-plus years and now have a 
second location in NE Minneap-
olis. They are based on an idea 
of accessibility and affordabili-
ty. They also offer an extremely 
popular summer camp. Check 
out their Facebook page for 
more. 

The Music Lab (5161 Bloom-
ington Ave.) is a music studio 
offering instruction and the 
opportunity to perform and ex-
plore music as a career. Their 
offerings cover many aspects 
of music, from songwriting, 
composition and forming your 
own band, to most major in-
struments and  choir. They also 
have summer camps. The Music 
Lab was founded in 2011 by Josie 
Just and Jillian Rae, friends who 
met as teachers at Schmitt Mu-
sic. Check their website or Face-
book page for class and concert 
schedules.  

Retail, services and eateries 
on Bloomington  

Kno Woodworks (4649 
Bloomington Ave.) builds wood-
en fences, pergolas and decks. 

They’ve been in business and 
getting great reviews since 
2012. Their website has all the 
info you need if you’re contem-
plating an outdoor project, plus 
gorgeous photos and a blog with 
useful information like how to 
clean algae from your wooden 
structures, or whether chain-
link fencing helps or hurts your 
property value.  

Nokomis Cycles (4553 Bloom-
ington Ave.) has been in business 
since 1994, when it was opened 
by Dwight Gronlund, certified 
bike mechanic. He has become 
known for his customization 
skills. Nokomis Cycles works on 
all types of bikes, including elec-
tric bikes, and for adults, teens, 
and children. It has grown be-
yond just a repair and customi-
zation shop to include full retail 
of bikes and accessories.  

Twin Cities Barber (3745 
Bloomington Ave.) describe 
themselves as “not your ordi-
nary neighborhood barbershop” 
but “a traditional barbershop 
with modern style.” The crew of 
owner Gunnar Dockan and three 
other licensed and talented bar-
bers offer haircuts, beard trims, 
hot lather shaves, head shaves 
and various combos. They have 
discounted haircuts for seniors 
and kids 12 and under or seniors 
and have online booking.   

4ever Sale’ing (3447 Bloom-
ington Ave.) is a relative new-
comer to the shops at Bloom-
ington and 35th. This is a very 
garage-sale vibe thrift store 
owned by Tasha Anderson. Bring 
gently used donations only when 
she’s open (hours posted on the 
door) or pick up some great bar-
gains. 

The May Day Café (3440 
Bloomington Ave.)  had a rough 
pandemic with a staff per-
son testing positive in the first 
week. It even looked for a while 
like we would lose the café. Like 
many local eateries, they did 
fundraising and mutual aid a 
lot in the fraught days of 2020. 
They reopened somewhat lat-
er than other places during the 
takeout-only era, closed for a 
break for a couple of months, 
but gradually got to being open 
seven days and really thriving. 
The menu is richer, with more 
ethnic options like Ethiopian, 
Spanish and Indian, and fancy 
donuts and other new desserts. 
But the old favorites still remain 
as well; fundraisers still happen, 
too. Check their Facebook page 
for a colorful daily menu and 
luscious food photos. 
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 A KNO Woodworks team at work
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By Dave Gutknecht 

Tragically, since my late 2023 
article here, many more thou-
sands of Ukrainian lives have 
been lost or ruined. Like Presi-
dent Biden’s decline, the direc-
tion of things on the battlefield 
has been evident for some time 
to those who believe their own 
lyin’ eyes rather than what ap-
proved voices tell us. A quick re-
view: 

As testified by high-level par-
ticipants, the 2014 and 2015 
Minsk Agreements were be-
trayed by Ukraine and its West-
ern minders, in preparation for 
war—killing 14,000 eastern 
Ukrainians while making false 
promises about peace. 

NATO head Jens Stoltenberg 
recently told a loyal audience 
that the Ukraine war began af-
ter the 2014 coup (U.S.-spon-
sored) and that Russia entered 
in 2022 to stop NATO expansion. 
This is what many critics of the 
West have said for years—but 
not in mainstream media, where 
we hear the big lie that Russian 
intervention was unprovoked. 
Repeated endlessly and uncon-
tradicted in the mainstream, 
“unprovoked” is believed. 

Russia’s 2022 military opera-
tion was far from “full-scale”—
rather, the threat to Kiev was 
quickly pulled back after achiev-
ing its purpose of diversion from 
the key eastern front and driv-
ing the Ukraine government to 
negotiations. Those sessions be-
gan just three days later. 

The March 2022 Istanbul 
agreements were recently pub-
lished by the New York Times 
and demonstrate that Russia 
was committed to negotiations 
that would have minimized 
Ukraine’s loss of territory to the 
Russian Federation and would 
have saved over half a million 
Ukrainians from emigration, in-
jury or death. The Times failed 
to describe the termination of 
those agreements, when U.S. 
errand boy Boris Johnson told 
Ukraine not to sign and that the 
West would back them through 
war: fighting Russia to the last 
Ukrainian. 

The lie about Russia being un-
willing to negotiate ignores its 
major diplomatic attempts to 
discuss European mutual securi-
ty terms in 2008, in late 2021, 
March 2022 and now in 2024. 
Each time, these proposals have 
been rejected and the Ukrainian 

strategic position has worsened. 
The key issue throughout: rec-
ognition of Russian security in-
terests through neutrality for 
Ukraine. 

Ukraine is being destroyed, 
but the lies about the war are 

thick and impossible to sum-
marize—except that the US 
keeps promising more effective 
weaponry. Realistically, the best 
Western military position was in 
fall 2022, argued Pentagon chief 
Gen. Milley, who said then that 
opportunity for a negotiated set-
tlement would never be better—
but he was overridden. Now, as I 
write in mid-July 2024, a group 

of international relations schol-
ars and former British and U.S. 
ambassadors to the USSR and 
Russia have issued a statement 
declaring, “If a peace based on 
roughly the present division of 
forces in Ukraine is inevitable, it 
is immoral not to try for it.” 

The US is not engaging in di-
plomacy and has proven itself 
“agreement incapable,” lead-
ing to the ongoing sacrifice of 
the Ukraine people and econo-
my—and the loss of internation-
al trust. Again, the overall U.S. 
goal: weaken Russia through 
broad-spectrum attacks to 
achieve regime change and gain 
access to its immense resources. 

Another big lie is the repeat-

ed descriptions of NATO as a 
“defensive alliance”—despite its 
wars of aggression in Serbia, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Syria, 
Ukraine and beyond. NATO is a 
prime cash cow for the military 
industrial complex, and Ukraine 
is a giant money-laundering op-
eration for it and its government 
friends. 

Our war machine is the 
world’s most expensive, but it is 
less effective in achieving stra-
tegic political goals. The Blob 
works to (1) designate an enemy 
country opposing our interests; 
(2) maintain fear of the desig-
nated enemy through propagan-
da and shameful ethnic hatred 
while lying about U.S. provoca-
tions; (3) successfully increase 
the military budget and suborn 
smaller regional powers (Europe 
and elsewhere) with alliances, 
debt and dependence. Ukraine 
is the latest such U.S. disaster. 
These ongoing campaigns typ-
ically destroy much of the en-
emy’s society. We are serially 
frustrated diplomatically and 
militarily, then we depart and 
encourage historical amnesia: 
in Korea, Vietnam, Serbia, Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, Libya and Syria 
(where, despite funding ISIS, we 
were defeated after Syria invit-
ed help from Russia). 

We’re told the US promotes 
democracy and the rule of law—
yet we contradict that by pro-
claiming our exceptionalism 
and the right to impose illegal 
sanctions on other nations and 
to intervene militarily without 
local or UN approval. (See also 
Palestine, etc.) The US is failing 
the neo-liberal dream; its prac-
ticed “values” are not liberal, 
rather they are reflected in more 
censorship, little diplomacy 
and more war. The fundamen-
tal issue, in Cuba 1962 and now 
over sixty years later, is mutual 
respect for other nations’ sov-
ereignty and security; imagine 
Russian or Chinese missiles and 
military exercises with Mexico 
near our border. The question is 
how and when will Western rul-
ers be shocked into conceding 
that their deadly world domi-
nance dreams are done. 

Editor’s note:  
I think we could legitimately 

disagree about what started the 
war.  My analysis is that Presi-
dent Viktor Yanukovych agreed 
to the European Union-Ukraine 
Association Agreement but then 
refused to sign it on orders 
from Moscow.  This sparked the 
Maidan Square protests in No-
vember of 2013.  Yes, the pro-
tests were supported by the CIA 
and initiated by neo-Nazis, but 
they were soon joined by the 
Ukrainian left.  

Russia invaded and occupied 
Crimea in 2014. 

Russia invaded and occupied 
the Russian-speaking Eastern 
provinces of Ukraine in 2022. 

I agree it’s muddled, but I 
blame Russia for firing the first 
shot.
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KLIER’S NURSERY
5901 Nicollet Ave S • Minneapolis, MN 55419

(612) 866-8771 • FAX (612) 767-8377
www.magnusonsod.com

Sod • Topsoil • Decorative Rock • Mulches • Landscaping
Tools • Firewood & Accessories • Garden Chemicals

Mowers • Trimmers • Other Power Equipment
Concrete Steppers • Boulders • Natural Stone

County Retaining Walls
PICK UP OR SAME DAY DELIVERY

SERVICE & REPAIR OF EQUIPMENT
Echo
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SCHAFER EQUIPMENT
6025 Pillsbury Ave • Minneapolis, MN 55419

(612) 861-2268 • FAX (612) 869-8021
www.SchaferEquipmentCompany.com

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Bartell Power Equipment • Mixers

Masonry Tools & Equipment • Partner Concrete Saws
Husqvarna Saws • Diamond Blades
Ames Jackson/Brentwood Wheelbarrows

FORMS • LARGE SELECTION OF CONCRETE 
STAMPS & CONCRETE TOOLS

(SALE & RENTAL CONCRETE STAMPS AVAILABLE)
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BY ED FELIEN 

The Trail of Tears was the 
forced displacement of the 
Cherokee, Muscogee, Seminole, 
Chickasaw and Choctaw nations 
between 1830 and 1850. 60,000 
people were forced to leave their 
ancestral homes. Many thou-
sands died on the trail that led 
from Georgia and South Caroli-

na more than 800 miles to Okla-
homa. 

The Cherokee were the first in 
Georgia to cultivate peaches. But 
their trees were too bountiful. 
Their fruit too tempting. Frus-
trated miners, whose dreams of 
wild fortunes did not pan out in 
the Georgia Gold Rush of 1828, 
looked on the trees with envy 
and coveted their neighbor’s 
fruit and simpler life. They came 
up with a plan to steal those 
lands. 

The Indian Removal Act of 
1830 was signed into law by 

President Andrew Jackson. He 
said: “It will separate the In-
dians from immediate contact 
with settlements of whites; free 
them from the power of the 
States; enable them to pursue 
happiness in their own way and 
under their own rude institu-
tions; will retard the progress of 
decay, which is lessening their 
numbers, and perhaps cause 

them gradually, under the pro-
tection of the Government and 
through the influence of good 
counsels, to cast off their sav-
age habits and become an inter-
esting, civilized, and Christian 
community.” 

In 1922 the League of Nations 
granted the British a Mandate to 
rule Palestine as a safe home-
land for Jews. Between 1922 and 
1926, 75,000 Jews emigrated to 
Palestine. 

But the British grew weary of 
the burden of trying to maintain 
peace between Jews and Arabs. 

The Irgun and Stern Gang were 
harassing and murdering Arabs 
and agitating for independence 
from Britain. The bombing of 
the British administrative head-
quarters in the King David Ho-
tel in Jerusalem in 1946 by the 
Stern Gang was the last straw. 
They said they would abandon 
the Mandate on May 14, 1948.  

On that day, Israel declared its 
statehood and was immediate-
ly invaded by Arab forces from 
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia. Israel successful-
ly defended the territory ceded 
to it by the United Nations and 
gained even more. More than 
700,000 Palestinian Arabs were 
driven from their homes. Pales-
tinians call this the Nakba, the 
catastrophe. They were driven 
into Lebanon, Jordan and Gaza. 

The village of Huj, where Pal-
estinians had once sheltered 
and protected Zionist militants 
from the British in 1946, was vi-
olently depopulated, looted and 
destroyed by Israelis two weeks 
after May 14. Sderot was built in 
its place. 

The Palestinians were driven 
into Gaza, but, unlike the 800 
mile exodus of the Cherokee, 
Gaza was only about half a mile 
from their homes, their citrus 
groves and their banana trees. 
Between 2001 and 2008, rock-
et attacks from Gaza killed 13 
people in Sderot, wounded many 
more and caused millions of dol-
lars in damages. 

On October 7, Hamas mili-
tary units attacked and occupied 
the police station in Sderot. The 
next day IDF troops counter-at-
tacked, killed the insurgents and 
demolished the building. There 
were 50 Israeli civilian casual-
ties, 20 Israeli police and mili-
tary casualties, and 20 Hamas 
military casualties. 

There will only be peace in Is-
rael and Palestine when the Is-
raeli settlers in Sderot welcome 
back their Semitic brothers and 
sisters, the Palestinians, who 
were there before them.

The Nakba, 1948

The Trail of Tears, 1830-1850



But Trump is quick to confirm 
it as a miracle. 

“I’m not supposed to be here 
tonight, but I am here by the 
grace of almighty God.”  

“We live in a world of mira-
cles.” 

“I thank God.” 
Eric Trump: “By the grace of 

God, divine intervention and the 
Guardian Angels above, you sur-
vived.” 

The “miracle” confirms his di-
vine calling: 

“I alone can fix it.” 
“I am your warrior. I am your 

justice. I am your retribution. So 
that the powerful can no longer 
beat up on people who cannot 
defend themselves.” 

He proclaimed himself the 
anointed savior. 

But then, another event 
pushed the Trump martyrdom 
off center stage. 

In an act of selfless patriotism, 
Biden stopped his campaign and 
endorsed his vice president, Ka-
mala Harris. 

Kamela Harris’s father, Don-
ald Harris, is a Jamaican from 
Irish and Jamaican parents. He 
taught the undergraduate course 

in the Theory of Capitalist De-
velopment at Stanford until his 
retirement in 1998.  

Her mother was born in south-
ern India. Shayamala Gopalan 
won a national competition for 
singing traditional Indian music 
as a teenager, and Shayamala 
Gopalan Harris made important 
contributions to breast cancer 
research at U C Berkeley and 
elsewhere with her scientific 
work on the progesterone recep-
tor in mice. It changed research 
on the hormone responsiveness 
of breast tissue.  

With her mixed and complex 
ethnic background, Kamala Har-
ris makes the perfect adversary 
to a pronounced white racist.  

With her history of support 
for women’s reproductive rights, 
she is right person to take on the 
man who boasts, “I killed Roe v 
Wade.” 

With her history as Attorney 
General of California prosecut-
ing sex offenders and fraudsters, 
she is the right person to take 
on a convicted sex offender and 
fraudster. 

With her father’s simple 
Christian faith combined with 
her mother’s exuberant par-
ticipation in Hindu rituals, she 

is the right person to expose 
Trump as the anti-Christ. 

In Matthew 24: 4-24, Jesus 
answered: “Watch out that no 
one deceives you. For many will 
come in my name, claiming, ‘I 
am the Messiah,’ and will de-
ceive many. . . . and many false 
prophets will appear and de-
ceive many people. . . . At that 
time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, 
here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There 
he is!’ do not believe it. For false 
messiahs and false prophets will 
appear and perform great signs 
and wonders to deceive, if possi-
ble, even the elect.” 

History will look back on 
this moment with wonder. How 
could so many be bamboozled 
by such an obvious huckster? 
But history will have to take into 
account the depth of racism and 
white male privilege that was so 
threatened by what seemed like 
inevitable progress. 

They were an aggrieved class. 
They felt the earth move un-
der their feet. There was a new 
world waiting for them, but they 
held onto the old and the delu-
sions that reaffirmed their an-
cient prejudices.

August  20246 WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COM

Southside Pride   / NEIGHBORHOOD EDITION
• NEWS •

Are we sure they are guilty? 
BY KAY SCHROVEN 

Seven months after Marvin 
Haynes was exonerated, having 
served nearly 20 years in Still-
water Prison for a murder he 
didn’t commit, Hennepin Coun-
ty Attorney Mary Moriarty an-
nounced the creation of the first 
Hennepin County Conviction In-
tegrity Unit (CIU). The unit will 
be led by Andrew Markquart, 
former Staff Attorney with the 
Great Northern Innocence Proj-
ect (GNIP) and counsel for Mr. 
Haynes, whose case was over-
turned based on faulty eye-wit-
ness testimony. 

Markquart has investigat-
ed and represented wrongful 
conviction cases in both State 
and Federal Courts. He also 
co-authored The Wrong Carlos: 
Anatomy of a Wrongful Exe-
cution, a book about a case of 
mistaken identity in Texas in 
the 1980s that led to the wrong-
ful execution of Carlos DeLuna. 
This case is the basis for Patrick 
Forbes’ 2021 documentary, The 
Phantom (on Netflix). 

 Moriarty says, “This new unit 
is dedicated to justice, integri-
ty and transparency. The unit’s 
purpose is to learn from and 

correct past errors and improve 
the Hennepin County system go-
ing forward.” The unit will also 
free up the existing Minnesota 
State’s Attorney General’s Offic-
es Conviction Review Unit (CRU) 
to focus on out-state cases. 

A Conviction Integrity Unit 
is a division of a prosecutori-
al office that works to prevent, 
identify and remedy false con-
victions. CIUs are increasing in 
large cities across the country, 
now totaling about 100. While 
CIUs—alone or in cooperation 
with other groups (such as The 
Innocence Project)—helped se-
cure over 50 percent of exon-
erations reported in 2021, their 
impact varies. There are some 
who view CIUs as watch dogs, 
policing the police, attorneys 
and others who participate in 
the judicial system. Criticism of 
CIUs mostly revolves around the 
belief that they exist “in name 
only.” That is, they are created 
to improve public opinion. After 
all, elected officials need to stay 
in the good graces of the pub-
lic, right?  Is it a way to appear 
“progressive and accountable”? 
As CIUs gained traction the Bar 
Association amended the Model 
Rules MR3.8 (g) to compel pros-

ecutors from coast to coast to 
place justice above convictions. 
“Cautiously optimistic” is the 
term often used in discussions 
about CIUs. Moriarty assures 
us that “No prosecutor wants 
to see innocent people convict-
ed of crimes; and as the work 
of the CIU is better understood 
and best practices are in place, 
people will come around. Errors 
happen. We are human.”     

Multiple research sources 
identify eye-witness misiden-
tification as the #1 reason for 
wrongful convictions. Race is a 
significant risk factor because 
eye-witness misidentification 
disproportionately impacts peo-
ple of color. According to the 
Innocence Project, 63 percent 
of wrongful convictions involve 
eyewitness misidentifications. 
Wrongful conviction comes with 
a high cost and can be caused by 
any number of errors or a com-
bination including: 
Official misconduct 
Perjury or false accusation 
False or misleading forensic ev-
idence 
False confessions 
Ineffective lawyers 
Biased jurors 
Withheld evidence 
Faulty forensic science 
Erroneous jury instructions 

According to the National 
Registry of Exonerations (2021 
report) Innocence organizations 
and CIUs took part in 84 exon-
erations (61 percent) These cas-
es involved homicide and sex 
crimes, as well as non-violent 
crimes. Reported in 2019, Min-

nesota had 16 exonerations since 
1989 (16 in 30 years), Texas led 
the pack with 363 (mostly drug 
related) and New Hampshire 
had just 1. 

When asked what propelled 
her toward creating a CIU for 
Hennepin County, Moriarty 
cites her 30 years of experience 
as public defender and county 
prosecuting attorney. She also 
shared that a 2009 study pub-
lished by the National Academy 
of Sciences re: forensic science 
influenced her. The NAS report 
(Strengthening Forensic Science 
in the U.S. – a Path Forward) 
established a blueprint for re-
search, engaged the scientific 
community and spurred import-
ant reform. It also fostered a 
new understanding between the 
scientific community and the 
criminal justice system. It was 
this report that opened Moriar-
ty’s eyes to the fact that forensic 
science is not infallible and that 
more work needs to be done. 
Scientific progress with DNA, 
blood and fingerprint evidence, 
cell phone tracking, facial rec-
ognition, wide use of cameras, 
license plate readers, etc. has 
revealed errors and created the 
need for reexamination of evi-
dence and conviction in certain 
cases. As Moriarty planned her 
2024 budget she requested and 
was granted a budget for a CIU. 

Deciding which cases are of 
merit will be part of Markquart’s 
job. This will require more than 
just reviewing existing docu-
ments. It will involve interview-
ing forensic scientists, medical 
professionals, witnesses, would-
be witnesses, various experts, 
etc. He and Moriarty stress 
that they will need to dig deep, 

respect confidentiality and be 
thorough in their processes and 
practices in order to gain the 
trust of the legal community and 
the communities they serve. “In 
order to gain integrity and re-
spect we have a lot of educating 
to do, not only with our internal 
staff, but the community as well. 
When a conviction is overturned 
it can be devastating to the fam-
ily of the victim. We must ap-
proach these cases with a great 
deal of empathy.”  

 The new unit is in its infancy, 
establishing practices and proto-
col, staffing up and setting up. “It 
is critical that we get best prac-
tices in place before we accept 
applications for case review.” In 
this environment, with the sup-
port of the county, Markquart 
will have more resources than 
he has had in the past. He antic-
ipates a high volume of applica-
tions, and he plans to be rigor-
ous in determining which cases 
truly have merit. 

Prosecutors will decide if 
there is enough evidence to re-
examine a case. The defense 
attorney will petition the court 
seeking relief. A judge will make 
the final decision. Moriarty and 
Markquart point out that exon-
eration is not the only measure 
of success, although this is often 
the focus when examining CIUs. 
New evidence may support a re-
duced sentence; a lesser crime 
may be established as well as 
parole rather than incarceration. 
Simply having such a function 
where past errors can be iden-
tified, addressed, examined and 
corrected when appropriate is a 
success in itself.

Trump, from page 1
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BY ED FELIEN 

First, what they got wrong. 
This whole white male privi-

lege thing is way out of date. The 
last time that worked was before 
the Civil War. Is the antebellum 
South the “Great” era that Trump 
says he can “Make” for “Ameri-
ca Again”? Birth of a Nation, D 
W Griffith’s classic film about 
a “heroic” Ku Klux Klan saving 
the white race from his carica-
tures of corrupt and degenerate 
African-Americans, was shown 
in the East Room of the White 
House in 1915. Is that the kind of 
birth of a new nation that Trump 
is talking about when he says he 
will Make America Great Again? 
Trump must know the film. It’s 
popular with Klan members, 
and Trump’s dad, Fred Trump, 
was very active in the New York 
chapter of the KKK. He was ar-
rested in Queens in 1927 for re-
fusing to take off his hood and 
for fighting with the police at 
a Klan march and rally that got 
violent when 100 cops tried to 
arrest 1000 Klansmen.  

When Trump was asked by 
Jake Tapper in the 2016 cam-
paign about his endorsement by 
David Duke, the titular head of 
the KKK, Trump said, “I know 
nothing about David Duke; I 
know nothing about white su-
premacists.”  Which is a cod-

ed message to other organized 
racists and KKK people who 
understood that the phrase “I, 
Know Nothing” was a reference 
to the Know Nothings that were 
an America First, racist and an-
ti-immigrant political faction, 
popular just before the Civil 
War.  

Those ideas are dead now. 
There is no life or validity in 
them. We know there is no such 
thing as different races. We’re 
all part of the human race. We 
all evolved from the same roots—
starting out as amoebas, sin-
gle-celled animals that eventual-
ly split and formed two separate 
living creatures, that eventually, 
after four billion years, become 
primates and then humans. Of 

course, there are people who 
don’t believe that. Some people, 
like Mike Johnson, the Speaker 
of the House, say they believe 
their god created the earth and 
human beings in six days. This 
demonstrates a tragic failure in 
public education. 

Many men, of all colors and 
cultures, say they’re pro-life. 
That means they believe any 
sperm they deposit in a wom-
an’s womb is sacred. A woman’s 
womb is their safety deposit box, 
and, once it’s in there, no one is 
allowed to touch it. And they 
have the same religious convic-
tion about the sacred quality of 
their sperm that they have about 
the creation of life on earth in 
six days. Another sad failure in 
public education. 

But there are some things the 
Trump people get right. 

It is true that there’s a smart-
ass intellectual elite that’s run-
ning things. They do things, 
change things around, get rid 
of familiar things and replace 
them with things you can’t un-
derstand, and then they tell you 
it’s better for you. 

The City of Minneapolis is 
going to tear up 10th Avenue 
this month. They’re going to 
change a two-way street with 
parking on both sides into a 
one-way street with parking on 
one side, and bike lanes on the 

other half. This revolutionary 
change is being done without 
a public meeting to discuss it, 
without any explanation of what 
it will be and why it’s good for 
us. And the people most affected 
by the change haven’t even been 
told about it. The forty to fifty 
young Latino men who come to 
Powderhorn Park to play volley-
ball after working all day were 
not consulted or even consid-
ered. This change will dramat-
ically affect their access to the 
park. The parking and traffic 
problems will discourage them. 
They’ll stop playing volleyball. 
It is a loss for all of us. This is, 
perhaps, the most tragic failure 
of public education. 

Why haven’t the neighbor-
hood organizations held public 
meetings to tell people about 
these changes? Why haven’t city 
officials met with the neigh-
bors? Why haven’t Park officials 
met with the Latin men and fam-
ilies and showed them alterna-
tive sites? 

This arrogant indifference by 
the government at all levels to 
the concerns of people most af-
fected by change is the principal 
public complaint of Trump peo-
ple. Tayler Rahm (who gave up 
a run for Congress to work on 
Trump’s Minnesota campaign) 
said, “it is my honor to join Pres-
ident Trump as he fights for the 

forgotten men and women of 
this country.” 

The elitist government offi-
cials who believe they know bet-
ter than us what’s good for us, 
have left us all behind. Whatev-
er happened to the notion that 
“Governments are instituted 
among Men [and Women], de-
riving their just powers from 
the consent of the governed”—
from the Declaration of Inde-
pendence? We have a right to 
be consulted about changes that 
will affect our lives, and govern-
ments have a responsibility to 
ask for our consent. 

The fact that so many Trump 
voters feel abandoned and dic-
tated to by local, state and fed-
eral governments, by schools 
and libraries, means there has 
been a very serious breakdown 
in communication. 

If our elected officials want 
to stop the alienation of Trump 
supporters, then it is their job 
to talk to them and explain the 
reasoning behind government 
programs and policies. Other-
wise, we go back in time to Make 
America Great Again by reviving 
old prejudices and superstitious 
taboos. 

That is the task before all of 
us—to educate everybody about 
how their government will 
change their lives.



BY ED FELIEN, EDITOR 

We received this 
correspondence: 

“Dear Mr. Felien: 
“I write to request that you is-

sue a retraction and apology for 
the false statements about our 
client, Bob Kroll, in your June 4, 
2024, article titled “Trump and 
the threat of civil war.” In this 
article, you made statements 
that are demonstrably untrue 
and defamatory. Our client seeks 
a retraction and apology to avoid 
further legal action. 

“Specifically, your article 
states the following about Mr. 

Kroll: ‘He’d been found guilty 
of racial discrimination by in-
terfering with the promotion of 
Black officers. He was a leader 
of City Heat, a motorcycle gang 
of cops who flew Confederate 
flags.’” 

James V. F. Dickey, 
Senior Counsel 
Upper Midwest Law Center 
_ _ _ _ _

Editor’s Note: 
Perhaps I overstated my case. 

I find Bob Kroll guilty of racial 
discrimination against Black of-
ficers. I think any objective read-
er would find Bob Kroll guilty 
of racial discrimination against 
Black officers, but it is true that 
no court of law found Kroll guilty 
of racial discrimination. 

Most of my information about 
this comes from an interview 
Bob Kroll gave to the late, great 
reporter, Ruben Rosario of the 
Pioneer Press published January 
10, 2009: 

“My late grandmother’s fa-
vorite piece of advice to me, one 
I still try mightily to adhere to: 
‘You tell me who you hang out 
with, and I will tell you who you 
are.’ 

“It’s not only guilt or praise by 
association, but also the percep-
tion, she would remind me, that 
could be right or easily miscon-
strued by others. And you may 
pay the consequences, rightly or 

wrongly. 
“So, consider the following: 

Can local Twin Cities cops, par-
ticularly one mentioned but not 
named as a defendant in a pend-
ing racial-discrimination lawsuit 
filed by five black Minneapolis 
police officers, be held responsi-
ble for the questionable conduct 
of associates in an off-duty ca-
pacity? 

“Nearly a dozen Minneapo-
lis and St. Paul cops belong to 
the Twin Cities chapter of City 
Heat, a Chicago-based, off-du-
ty law-enforcement motorcycle 
club. The club Web site’s photo 
gallery contains, last I looked, 
pictures of some members wear-

ing recognized symbols of hate 
and racism on their ‘colors’ vests. 

“One unidentified member is 
wearing a KKK cross emblem 
with an ‘I’m here for the hanging’ 
patch right below it. Other mem-
bers wear ‘No blacks’ patches 
and an assortment of swastikas, 
Confederate flags, Iron Crosses 
and other items that hate-crime 
watchdog groups say are often 
displayed by members of neo-Na-
zi or white-supremacist groups. 

“None of the dozen or so Min-
neapolis and St. Paul cops who 
belong to the club’s local chap-
ter is seen in the posted pictures 
wearing any of the items. That 
includes Minneapolis police Lt. 
Robert Kroll, a member of City 
Heat who says he is ‘vaguely fa-
miliar’ with the lawsuit. 

“But the pictures could become 
an issue when the lawsuit goes to 
trial, possibly later this year. 

“POLICE LIEUTENANT SIN-
GLED OUT 

“’I am disturbed that these 
Minneapolis police officers asso-
ciate with other law-enforcement 
officers who very publicly and 
proudly display racist symbols 
of hate next to their police de-

partment badge and patch,’ said 
Minneapolis police Lt. Medaria 
Arradondo, a 20-year veteran. 

“Kroll, however, thinks Arra-
dondo and the law firm repre-
senting Arradondo and four oth-
er black officers in the lawsuit 
are on a fishing expedition. 

“’If there were any merit to the 
lawsuit, it would be able to stand 
on its own without the far-reach-
ing stretch to an off-duty motor-
cycle club,’ said Kroll, a supervi-
sor in a Northeast Minneapolis 
police precinct. ‘Ever hear the 
phrase “throw a lot against a wall 
and hope something sticks?”’ 

“The lawsuit — which names 
the city, its police force and its 
chief, Timothy Dolan — alleges 
that the five cops were wrongly 
disciplined, stripped of or denied 
promotions or retaliated against 
as a result of their race or ethnic 
origin. 

“’Over the last approximately 
20 years, African-American offi-
cers employed by defendant Min-
neapolis have been subjected to 
a hostile work environment and 
have been subjected to disparate 
treatment and disparate impact 
on the basis of their race and col-
or,’ the suit claims. 

“The suit notes that a letter 
signed ‘KKK’ that every black 
city cop received in 1992 through 
the Police Department’s interof-
fice mail. The letter threatened 
‘each African-American officer’s 
life.’ 

“The suit also singles out Kroll, 
who is vice president of the Police 
Officers Federation of Minneapo-
lis, as an alleged example of ‘ra-
cially discriminatory’ conduct, 
and comments made by white of-
ficers that are allegedly tolerated 
by the Police Department. 

“The suit accuses Kroll of call-
ing Rep. Keith Ellison, D-Minn., 
who is black and Muslim, a ter-
rorist. 

“’An inspector, a deputy chief 
of professional standards and 
a commander of training were 
present when Kroll made these 
racist statements, none of whom 
objected or took any corrective 
action in response to Kroll’s dis-
criminatory statements,’ the law-
suit alleges. 

“As for the rebel flags, ‘if you 
travel the South, Confederate 
flags are quite popular,’ Kroll ex-
plained.” 

So, a court of law never found 
Bob Kroll guilty of racially dis-
criminatory conduct in the hir-
ing and promotion of Black po-
lice officers, although attorneys 
John Klassen and Andrew Muller, 
in their lawsuit claiming racist 
discrimination by the MPD, cite 
statements by Kroll as part of the 
racist culture of the MPD. 

Six years ago Bob Kroll and I 
had a very interesting dialog on 
these pages about the MPD kill-
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Southside Pride is a monthly community newspa-
per delivered on the first Tuesday of each month to 
convenient locations in and around our Southside 

communities. We are proud of the racial and cultural 
diversity of the Southside, and we oppose racism and 

other efforts to keep us apart as a community.

If you want to share some news of your church, school 
or organization, please write us at:

Neighborhood Night. This month 
we honor Women’s History 
Month by viewing and discussing 
the documentary “The Fight for 
Women’s Rights,” which looks at 
the stories of two women—one 
who is one of the first female 
commercial airline pilots and one 
who is part of the early women’s 
rights movement. This documen-
tary shows how women used tal-
ent and persistence to overcome 
obstacles. Come, learn and get 
to know neighbors!  Coffee and 
snacks included.  Bring a friend!  
No cost/no registration. For more 
info: www.churchoftheholyname.
org; 612-724-5465.  

Stories of SEVEN Women 
Monday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
The O’Shaughnessy
St. Catherine University
2004 Randolph Ave., St. Paul
In honor of celebrating wom-
en’s vital role in history, The 
O’Shaughnessy is proud to 
present “SEVEN,” a riveting 
documentary play by seven 
female writers based on personal 
interviews with seven remarkable 
women who faced life-threat-
ening obstacles before bringing 
heroic changes to their home 
countries of Pakistan, Nigeria, 
Ireland, Afghanistan, Guatemala, 
Russia and Cambodia. Produced 
by LA Theatre Works, the play 
makes the powerful and timeless 
statement that even in the darkest 
times, one person, one voice, 
and a single act of courage, can 
change the lives of thousands. 
“SEVEN” will be on The 
O’Shaughnessy stage for one 
performance only at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, March 16. Tickets are 
$25-$29 (discounts for students, 
seniors, military, TPT, MPR). Box 
Office: www.theoshaughnessy.
com or 651-690-6700

Zealous Hellions: Taylor Mac
Tuesday, March 17, 7 p.m.
Mixed Blood Theatre

1501 S. 4th St., Mpls.
Mixed Blood Theatre hosts Taylor 
Mac in their newest ZEALOUS 
HELLIONS event. Taylor Mac, 
who uses “judy” (lowercase 
unless at the start of a sentence, 
just like a regular pronoun), 
not as a name but as a gender 
pronoun – is a playwright, actor, 
singer-songwriter, performance 
artist, director and producer. 
Judy’s work has been performed 
on Broadway, the Lincoln Center, 
D.C.’s Kennedy Center and the 
Sydney Opera House. Mac is 
a MacArthur “Genius Grant” 
recipient, a Pulitzer Prize finalist 
for drama, and a Tony-nominated 
playwright. Mac will discuss art, 
gender, expression and last year’s 
Broadway experience with the 
show “Gary: A Sequel to Titus 
Andronicus”in conversation with 
Jeremy Cohen, the Producing 
Artistic Director of the Play-
wrights’ Center. Mac and Cohen 
will debate, connect and theorize 
with each other on stage which, 
in combination with audience 
energy and participation, will 
result in humor, inspiration and 
wisdom.   
Guaranteed admission for $25, 
become a member, or attend 
without charge on a first-come-
first-served basis via Radical 
Hospitality. For reservations or 
more info, call 612-338-0937 or go 
to https://mixedblood.com/event/
zhtaylormac/.

Sick Lit: A Writing Workshop
Saturday, March 21
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nokomis Library
5100 34th Ave. S., Mpls.
An open writing workshop for 
artists and writers interested 
in writing and reading around 
chronic illness. No previous expe-
rience needed. FREE. Workshops 
will be lead by writer, editor, 
and teaching artist Lara Mimosa 
Montes in the library meeting 
room. For more info and to RSVP, 
please write: MplsWritingWork-
shops@gmail.com

Arbeit Opera Theatre presents
“The Rape of Lucretia”
March 20-21, 7:30 p.m.
March 22, 4 p.m.
Southern Theater
1420 Washington Ave. S., Mpls.
AOT will present “The Rape of 
Lucretia” by Benjamin Britten 
on March 20- 22 at the historic 
Southern Theater in Minneapolis. 
The production will be presented 
in English with English superti-
tles, and features an all-Minneso-
ta cast, crew and orchestra. “The 
Rape of Lucretia” was the first of 
Britten’s chamber operas and is 
based upon the ancient Roman 
tragedy of Lucretia. As with most 
of Britten’s operatic storytelling, 
Lucretia portrays the struggle of 
an individual against a hostile 
society. The story unfolds during 
a time of war when Rome is ruled 
by an Etruscan king who ascend-
ed to power through force. It is in 
this hostile society that Lucretia’s 
body is used as a tool for political 
ambition and power. AOT’s pro-
duction will be set untradition-
ally in an ambiguous time and 
place, focusing this story through 
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
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World Premiere of 
“Spamtown, USA”
Now through April 5
Children’s Theatre Company
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 
Children’s Theatre Company 
(CTC) is proud to announce the 
world premiere production of 
“Spamtown, USA,” running Feb. 
16 through April 5, written by 
Philip Dawkins and directed by 
Will Davis. The playwright met 
with and interviewed 25 people 
who were children in the city of 
Austin, Minn., during the P-9 
Strike against Hormel in the 
1980s to gather their stories and 
perspectives. The play explores 
how pivotal events that occurred 
during the strike affected relation-
ships inside and between three 
families. While five kids dream 
of space camp, tennis teams, and 
out-of-state college, they find 
their families and community 
suddenly divided by picket lines 
and opposing agendas. This is 
the story of having the strength 
to stand up for what you believe 
in, the challenge that comes in 
disagreeing with those you love, 
and the humor that helps keep 
friendships alive. The show is 
recommended for everyone ages 
9 and up. Ticket prices range 
from $15 through $71 (subject to 
change) with ACT Pass tickets for 
$5. For more information, visit us 
online at www.childrenstheatre.
org or call the ticket office at 612-
874-0400.

March at Bryant-Lake Bowl
Bryant-Lake Bowl
Cabaret Theater
810 W. Lake St., Mpls.
The Theater of Public Policy

Mondays, March 9 and 23
April 6 and 20
May 4 and 18
7 p.m. (doors at 6 p.m.)
Presented by Danger Boat 
Productions
Learn AND laugh with The 
Theater of Public Policy! Each 
show, we host an expert guest for 
a live on-stage discussion on a 
big issue, topic or idea. Then the 
cast brings the conversation to 
life through entirely unscripted 
improv comedy theater. Tickets 
$15/$12 in advance or with Fringe 
button/$60 season pass (over the 
phone only). More info at https://
www.bryantlakebowl.com/the-
ater/the-theater-of-public-policy-
57/?mc_id=1749
Courtney Pauroso: Gutterplum
Friday, March 27, 7 p.m. 
Presented by Spit Take Comedy 
Series
A smash hit at the 2019 Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival, “Gutter-
plum” is an unclassifiable whirl-
wind of physical comedy and 
theater from LA-based comedian 
and “dangerously delightful” 
clown Courtney Pauroso. “An 
intense and hilarious journey...an 
hour of utter chaos that somehow 
portrays a deep life-spanning 
story.” $18/$15 in advance. More 
info and tickets:
https://www.bryantlakebowl.
com/theater/courtney-pauro-
so-gutterplum/?mc_id=1747

Dan Pfeiffer presents
“Un-Trumping America”
Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m.
The Parkway Theater
4814 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Dan Pfeiffer, New York Times 
bestselling author and co-host of 

“Pod Save America,” comes to the 
Parkway in celebration of his new 
book, “Un-Trumping America: A 
Plan to Make America a De-
mocracy Again.” Join us for this 
energizing reading and book sign-
ing! Each ticket includes a copy of 
Pfeiffer’s new book. “Un-Trump-
ing America” is a sharp political 
playbook for how Democrats can 
take on Trump, McConnell, Fox 
News, and the rest of the right-
wing circus dominating American 
politics. The book dismantles 
toxic Trumpism and offers a 
way forward. The event with 
be moderated by special guest 
Alyssa Mastromonaco. Sponsored 
by Magers & Quinn Booksellers. 
For more info and tickets: https://
www.magersandquinn.com/
event.

“Redwood”
March 11-April 11
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.
Sundays, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
The Jungle Theater
2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls.
The Jungle Theater is excited to 
present “Redwood,” an astute 
new play brimming with com-
edy, wit and dance. Written by 
Brittany K. Allen and directed 
by H. Adam Harris, this singular 
American story is about learning 
to live and love in a present that’s 
enmeshed in a dark past. In this 
razor-sharp, humor-filled tale, a 
Hip-Hop dance class Greek Cho-
rus and opinionated long-dead 
ancestors help guide the relation-
ship between Meg and Drew, an 
interracial couple whose lives are 
rocked when Meg’s Uncle Stevie 
discovers Drew is from the family 
that enslaved her relatives in 
antebellum Kentucky. Tickets and 
more information are available at 
612-822-7063 or www.junglethe-
ater.org.

The Fight for Women’s Rights
Thursday, March 12
7 to 8:30 p.m.
Holy Name Church
(Garvey Hall)
3637 11th Ave. S., Mpls.
Everyone is welcome to attend 
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by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
directed by TOM QUAINTANCE

Twelfth Night
Final 2 Weeks!
Must close March 22

A romantic Shakespeare comedy

Sponsored by

Southside Pride
2721 E. 42ND STREET  SUITE B

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55406
CALL US AT 612-822-4662

email: editor@southsidepride.com

ing of Thurman Blevins and other 
young Black men. Four years ago, 
the MPD killed one Black man too 
many when Derek Chauvin mur-
dered George Floyd. That mur-
der was captured on camera, and 
the whole world judged the MPD 
as racist murderers. There were 
demonstrations lasting three 
days, then chaos and buildings 
burning. The wholesale destruc-
tion began with The Umbrella 
Man smashing windows at Auto 
Zone and spray painting: “Free 
Shit for Everyone Zone.”  In 2023 
I wrote: “a search warrant issued 
by Sgt. Christensen identifies the 
Umbrella Man as Mitchell Wesley 
Carlson from Ramsey, Minneso-

ta.  Carlson was a member of the 
Aryan Cowboy Brotherhood and 
also a member of a white nation-
alist motorcycle club.  It’s not 
too hard to imagine Bob Kroll 
and Mitch Carlson riding togeth-
er and imagining themselves as 
heroic warriors and defenders of 
white male privilege.” 

I’d like to resume my dialog 
with Bob Kroll and ask him, “Did 
you know Mitchell Carlson? Did 
you ever ride together? Did you 
have communication with Mitch-
ell Carlson during the George 
Floyd riots? 

Space will be made available in 
our next issue for your reply.

Southside Pride would love to include news about your 
faith-based community in our free religion calendar. 

Contact Kay at kaysouthsidepride@gmail.com 
or call 612-822-4662.
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CELEBRATE SUMMER 
ON LYNDALE AVE.

Summer on Lyndale Avenue South 

Minnesota's Most
Awarded Pizza! M-F: 3pm-6pm

M-Th: 10pm-close

HAPPY HOURS

Sat-Sun: 10am-2pm
Weekend Brunch

Visit www.pizzaluce.com/locations/rich
eld  •  FREE DELIVERY  •  PICKUP  •  DINE-IN

BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

The Wonderful Wedge 

Do you mean the neighbor-
hood or the cooperative grocery 
store? I could mean both! But 
right now I mean the co-op. Al-
though I’ve been a member of 
a different co-op for 33 years, 
my favorite co-op to shop is the 
Wedge (2105 Lyndale Ave. S.). 
The Wedge was founded in a 
small apartment on Franklin Av-
enue in 1974. It began growing 
immediately, and soon neighbors 
began to see lines of members 
on the street outside on business 
days. As their website says, they 
have been growing out of loca-

tions for the past 50 years.  
Most recently they grew by 

merging with Linden Hills Co-op 
in 2017. They named the result-
ing entity Twin Cities Cooper-
ative Partners, until a year ago 
when it was changed to Wedge 
Community Co-ops, with the 
stores being called Lyndale and 
Linden Hills, respectively. (Lin-
den Hills Co-op is almost as old, 
having been founded in 1976.)  

Whether you are a member 
or not, if you need more infor-
mation about the Wedge Co-op, 
check out their website (wedge.
coop) and sign up for email news 
and notices of sales and events.  

Cultural resources on Lyndale 
Avenue South 

The Jungle Theater (2951 Lyn-
dale Ave. S.) is a theater com-
pany focusing on recent and 
unconventional plays. They just 
concluded a very successful 
2023-24 season, and announced 
the performances for the 2024-
25 season:  
• Dinner for One, co-created 
by Christina Baldwin, Sun Mee 
Chomet and Jim Lichtscheidl and 
featuring Sun Mee Chomet and 
Jim Lichtscheidl. Nov 30 through 
Jan 5. 

Based on an iconic slapstick 

See Grand, page 10
 At Lucky Cat Grand Opening in July



comedy sketch and New Year’s 
Eve tradition in Europe for over 
60 years, Dinner for One tells 
the story of a butler helping his 
employer celebrate her annual 
dinner party. (This is a return of 
a highly successful 2023 run.)  
• The Effect by Lucy Prebble fea-
turing Christina Baldwin. March 
1 through 30. 

When Connie and Tristan sign 
up for a clinical trial to test a 
new antidepressant, they fall for 
each other—hearts racing, knees 
buckling—hard. But are their 
feelings real or nothing more 
than a dopamine-fueled side ef-
fect? 

• Fast Fwd Motions by Katie Ka 
Vang. May 31 through June 29. 

This world premiere fol-
lows a team of working-class 
Hmong-American women prac-
ticing and competing in their fe-
rocious Volleyball League here in 
Minnesota. 

Treehouse Records (2557 Lyn-
dale Ave. S.), the successor re-
cord store to Oarfolkjokeopus, 
closed in 2017. The space has 
sat empty all this time, waiting 
for someone to open a record 
store. Lucky Cat Records is that 
store, and Michele Swanson is 
that someone. Lucky Cat opened 
Saturday, July 6 with a packed-
in crowd of nostalgic fans and 
had a big party culminating 
with an in-store concert from 
Tommy Stinson, formerly of The 
Replacements. “Oarfolk” as the 
original store was called, lasted 
from 1973 to 2001 and was the 
hangout of the Replacements and 
many other iconic bands of the 
Minneapolis 1980s. Treehouse 
was open from 2001 to 2017. 
Let’s hope Lucky Cat (which 
appears to have an all-women 
staff!) will last at least as long.  

Places to eat and drink on 
Lyndale Avenue South  

Baba’s Hummus House and 
Mana’eesh Bakery (2220 Lyndale 
Ave. S.) opened about a year ago 
and has proven to be a hit. Even 

if you haven’t been there, you 
may already be familiar with Ba-
ba’s hummus and/or flatbreads 
from your grocery store, but the 
restaurant offers so much more. 
Mana’eesh is a rich flatbread 
(not sold in stores) that can be 
dolled up to make a sort of Pal-
estinian pizza. They offer deliv-
ery and have a small market of 
Middle Eastern favorites in the 
store.  

New sports bar, Beckett’s 
(3006 Lyndale Ave S.) opened 
this past July in the previous 
Fool Me Once spot. Instead of 
focusing on one sport, or only 
Minnesota teams, their decor 
reflects every professional sport 
across the nation. The ceiling 
is papered in pennants. Their 
hours are Monday to Thursday, 
2 p.m. to 1 a.m.,  Friday 2 p.m. 
to 2 a.m. and weekends 11 a.m. 
to 2 a.m.  

Tender Lovin’ Chix is current-
ly a popular food truck in the 
North Loop, but is coming soon 
to 2700 Lyndale Ave. S., the for-
mer home of Fire and Nice Ale 
House. Meanwhile, you can do 
a taste test from the food truck. 
Marques Johnson and “Billy from 
Billy Sushi” own the business. 

The Brothers’ Café (3450 
Lyndale Ave. S.) is a modern 
diner type of place with all-day 
breakfast. It just opened this 
past January in the space previ-
ously home to Vo’s Vietnamese 
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Kids who learn to love math gain confidence for 
a successful year. Mathnasium students learn from 
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confidence not just in math, but in all their subjects.

We’re serious about math
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ON LYNDALE AVE.

Grand, from page 9

Wedge moving into first storefront in 1979

Celebrating
Lyndale Days
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Other interesting shops on 
Lyndale Avenue South 

Trichome Lounge (3037 Lyn-
dale Ave. S.) is one of the latest 
new businesses promising a fun, 
safe and chill joint to get your 
420 on. The cannabis-infused, 
alcohol-free venue offers space 
for movies, live performanc-
es and DJ sets in their lounge, 
which boasts a retro gaming cor-
ner and vibrant murals by Min-
nesota artists. On the retail side 
the shop features adaptogens, 
nootropics, mycology kits and 
even a seed bank for DIYers. A 
tiered membership program of-
fers packages from daily passes 
to year-round lounge access.  

Larue’s Vintage Shop at 40th 

and Lyndale moved to Linden 
Hills, citing a lack of street park-
ing. The building owner divid-
ed the space into two smaller 
shops and started interviewing 
prospective tenants. He chose 
Dandelion Fiber Co. and Love To-
ken Vintage & Handmade (3952 
Lyndale Ave. S). Love Token Vin-
tage is operated by Laura Reiger 
(she/they) and carries vintage 
clothing, small antiques, and 
work by local artists.  

Dandelion Fiber Co. is the 
brainchild of friends Lara Valente 
and Tiffany Sather. Sather, orig-
inally from Fargo, previously 
co-owned Lowry Hill Meats with 
her husband. Valente, original-
ly from Brazil, has also been a 
manager at Petite Leon and a 

buyer for Marigold. The shop 
carries interesting and unusual 
yarns and fabrics, aimed at fab-
ric artists and designers. 
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restaurant. Their menu is com-
fort food, “classics with a twist.” 
They are open Monday through 
Saturday, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., and 
Sunday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Delivery 
is available via GrubHub.  

Khaluna (4000 Lyndale Ave. 
S.) is Chef Ann Ahmed’s third 
restaurant, by far her most ele-
gant, and the one that hews most 
closely to her native Laotian 
food and culture. Some of the 
decor and food choices are based 
on those of popular (but not 
cheap) southeast Asian resorts, 
and Ahmed said she was specif-

ically going for the look and feel 
of a luxury overseas vacation. 
In addition to the dinner menu, 
take a look at the brunch menu, 
one of the most interesting I’ve 
seen in this town that loves in-
teresting brunches. There is a 
well-received bar with its own 
menu, and in the shop, there are 
curated food and non-food items 
from around southeast Asia for 
sale. You can also reserve the 
shop for private dining events.  

Cannabis drinks and edibles, 
nootropics, adaptogens, 

comedy, music, arts, & culture 

www.trichomelounge.com
3037 Lyndale @ 31st Ave

Trichome
Lounge

Wedge
Co-op



BY STEPHANIE FOX 

It has been said that you don’t 
need a Minneapolis passport 
to visit the iconic St. Paul thor-
oughfare called Grand Ave., and 
it’s true. Among the 100-year-old 
houses and apartment buildings 
on that thoroughfare are unique 
restaurants and shops that are 
worth the trip across the river.  

Red Balloon Bookshop (891 
Grand Ave.) is a specialty chil-
dren’s bookstore, and for the last 
40 years, has been in the busi-
ness of helping readers find the 
best in books. When the orig-
inal owners Carol Erdahl and 

Michele Comer-Poire retired in 
2011, Holly Weinkauf acquired 
the store.  

Weinkauf says it’s a great 
place for people to get together 
with other book-lovers. Custom-
ers can come in and browse or 
attend some of the store’s popu-
lar events. At weekly story times 
everyone including infants and 
toddlers, is welcome. Wednes-
day mornings feature Storyteller 
Kelly and on Thursday, Storytell-
er Angela entertains with stories 
and rhymes. 

In 2018, Red Balloon received 
the Woman’s National Book As-
sociation’s  Pannell Award,  and 

in 2024, the store was named a 
finalist for Publishers Weekly 
Bookstore of the Year. The Red 
Balloon Bookshop is open Mon-
day - Saturday, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
and noon - 5 p.m. on Sunday. 

Chef Alex Roberts opened Bra-
sa (777 Grand Ave.) in 2007 with 
the radical idea of  bringing ro-
tisserie-focused American Cre-
ole food, foods of the American 
South, the Caribbean and Mexi-
co, to Minnesota.  

Everything served at Brasa is 
made with regionally sourced 
ingredients. Menu items include 
Creole rubbed chicken, smoked 
beef with BBQ sauce, cornbread, 
yellow rice, black beans and col-
lard greens. 

Some of the restaurant’s best 
sellers include Creole-style 
rubbed rotisserie chicken, 
smothered chicken with creamy 
gravy, a roast pork with gar-
lic-lime mojo and the fried cat-
fish. There are also gluten-free, 
vegetarian and vegan options. 

Prices support wages of $16 
to $25 an hour, paid time off and 
health insurance. No tipping is 
needed.  

Brasa is open  11 a.m. - 8 p.m., 
Sunday - Thursday, and 11 a.m. 
- 9 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.  

One of the more popular 
restaurants on Grand Ave., the 
cozy Iron Ranger (1085 Grand 
Ave.) offers “traditional Iron 
Range fare” including nachos 
with porketta, porketta sand-
wiches and a porketta Cubano. 
You can even add porketta to one 
of their specialty salads.  

Iron Ranger also offers burg-
ers, Buffalo chicken wings, flat-
breads, codfish and chips and a 
lot more. If you are in the mood 
for an adult beverage, check the 
menu for local beers, wine and a 
number of exceptional and cre-
ative cocktails and mocktails.  

Come hear live music fea-
turing Ross Bell on Thursday 
evenings and Alex Sandberg on 
Sundays.  

Dining is from 11:30 a.m. - 9 
p.m., but the bar stays open lat-
er. Happy hour is from 3 - 5 p.m. 
on weekdays. Iron Ranger is 
closed on Mondays.  

Treadle Yard Goods (1338 
Grand Ave.) has been on Grand 
Ave. since 1976, but when Mi-
chele Hoaglund bought the store 
nine years ago, she wanted to 
spread the word that sewing is 
a creative venture and to teach 
current and future generations 
of about what she sees as an art.  

Right now, the store’s main fo-
cus is the kid’s summer sewing 
camps, which she warns, book 
up fast. “Some of the kids have 
never used a sewing machine. 
And, we teach them hand sew-
ing. It’s fun,” she said. 

“For 25 years I’ve been doing 
custom sewing and have had 
classes of 25 years,” she said. 
“But people are getting more 
interested in sewing now. It’s 
about sustainability and creativ-
ity. The kids come in and start 

with bookmarks and soon they 
are doing skirts with ruffles.” 

Adults too, can take classes, 
even if they’ve never sewed be-
fore and there’s advice for those 
advanced in sewing. “Some peo-
ple come in with partially done 
projects. Some people come 
in with a button and ask us to 
sew it on. We show them how. 
They go ‘Oh!’ and then they do it 
themselves.” 

Her half-dozen part-time em-
ployees, who call themselves the 
Treadelettes, pride themselves 
on customer service and giving 
advice to others who sew.  

Treadle Yard Goods is open 
Monday through Thursday from 
noon until 6 p.m., Friday from 11 
a.m. - 5 p.m. and Sunday noon 
- 4 p.m. 

While many toy stores focus 
on younger kids, Mischief (818 
Grand Ave.) carries products 
that can also appeal to older 
kids, teens and even adults.  

“We go toward the edgy and 
rebellious,” said owner Abigail 
Adelsheim-Marshall, who runs 
the store with her parents, Mille 
Adelsheim and Dan Marshall. 
From books to board games, lava 
lamps, Jellycat brand stuffed 
toys, ukuleles, edgy stickers and 
even pronoun pins, they have 
it all. They even carry a locally 
made hula-hoop called Hooperi-
na. Customers wander the store 
to find the fun and the unusual.  

The store was inspired by a 
family road trip nearly 10 years 
ago, to find new ideas as they 
changed the store from a baby 
store to what it is today.  

“Halloween is very big for 
us,” she said. “We carry a lot of 
themed things and have a cos-
tume contest. It’s one of our fa-
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Tim Grundhauser at George’s Shoe & Leather



vorite events.”  
“Pretty much everyone will 

find something to excite them,” 
she said. If you don’t find what 
you want, the store is looking 
for recommendations. “Every 

kid wants something different.”  
Mischief  is open Tuesday 

through Saturday from noon - 8 
p.m. and Sunday noon - 5 p.m.  

While there are a lot of 
long-established shops on Grand 
Ave., few have been around for 
119 years and still owned by the 
original family, like George’s 
Shoe and Leather (672 Grand 
Ave.) Bring in your leather 
shoes, purses, jackets and gloves 
and the leather workers here 
will have you taking them home, 
good as new.  

The George brothers, Brian, 
Chris and Dan took over the 
store 20 years ago and hired and 
trained Tim Grundhauser.  

“It’s crazy busy,” said Grund-
hauser. “We do about 200 re-

pairs a week. I like taking any-
thing that looks bad and make it 
whole again.”  

In addition to leather repair, 
George’s is the place to bring 
your hockey equipment. “We fix 

broken blades, goalie gloves that 
need to be restrung. We repair 
hockey equipment from local 
high schools and even the pros.” 

Some of the repairs are more 
fun and games, including a pair 
of clown shoes and a leather el-
ephant that needed a new trunk 
and saddlebag. And, said Brian 
George, they repair a lot things 
dogs have chewed.  

George’s Shoe Repair is open 
Tuesday through Friday from 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. and Saturday from 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. They are closed 
Sunday and Monday.  

Woman-owned grocery Gold-
en Fig Fine Foods (794 Grand 
Ave.), now in its 18th year, 
might be small; but if you are 
into cooking and good food and 
are looking for unique or high-
end ingredients for your recipes, 
this is the place to go. Every-
thing for sale is American made 
(much of it locally made) from 
the fresh and frozen foods, cook-
books, candles and even doggie 
treats, all using clean ingredi-
ents with no artificial coloring 
or flavoring.  

The store also carries their 
own line of herbs and spice 
blends, vinegars and sugars, all 
blended and bottled in small 
batches each week.  

In 2014, the store hosted a 
visit from President Obama who 
had heard about the shop and 
its local food focus and wanted 
to visit this and other St. Paul 
small businesses. A week later, 

he called the owner Laurie Mc-
Cann-Crowel to ask her about 
being a small-shop owner. 

Golden Fig Fine Foods is open 

Monday through Saturday: 
10:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. and Sun-
day from 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

We hit up an eclectic mix of shops 
and galleries all along the 3.5 mile 
stretch of Saint Paul’s Grand Ave-
nue on a hot summer day in early 
August. The methodology was to 
start at an arbitrary point near the 
western end of the Avenue and pro-
ceed eastward. Our theme was arts 
and crafts and books and games. 
So we started with breakfast, as you 
do. The stretch of Grand Avenue 
I started at contains Ramsey High 
School, which I parked in front of. 
There were a number of restaurants 
there—Indochine, Pad Thai, Italian 
Pie, and an amazing looking sea-
food place that I may go back to. 
A Breakfast Quesadilla at the Saint 
Paul Grand Avenue French Mead-
ow set me up for the day. And we’re 
off!

First stop is very close by in this 
1600 block of Grand Avenue: It’s 
Wet Paint, one of the premier art 
supply stores in the metro area. Wet 

Grand Avenue summer browse
Paint has been in its location since 
1976. They’re open seven days a 
week, they stock over 40,000 prod-
ucts, and you can also order on-
line and have things delivered. My 
first impression was that Wet Paint 
is mainly for serious artists, but 
they’re not just for serious artists. 
They have kits for children, many 
kinds of craft supplies and they also 
have an in-store framing shop, and 
they don’t make an amateur or a 
browser feel unwelcome. I learned 
a lot visiting this store. First off, I 
learned that they have classes there. 
For instance, Drawing Pet Portraits 
in Pastel Pencil is coming up on 
Aug. 28, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
for $84. I also learned that famous 
local artist Ta-Coumba Aiken has 
invented a new color, well a whole 
range of colors. And they’re all 
black. It’s called Knew Black, as in 
Knew Black is the New Black. You 
can buy this in a custom oil paint 
medium made by Gamblin Oil Col-
ors, or you can just buy the T-shirt 

if you’re not really a painter. Check 
out the website at www.wetpaintart.
com for more information on this 
and other events and new products. 

The next planned stop was Trea-
dle Yard Goods. But I got distracted 
by another store, Sixth Chamber 
Used Books, 1332 Grand Ave. I am 
a sucker for used bookstores. This is 

Harper, Liberty of London prints, 
an amazing selection of buttons, 
more quilting fabrics, including 
panels, some of which were stag-
geringly beautiful, a sign announc-
ing their machine quilting service, 
fancy pincushions for upwards of 
$20, and the pattern counter. This 
was always a big favorite of mine 
when fabric shopping with Mom. 
I recognized a few brands, such as 
Butterick, McCall’s and Simplicity, 
but there were some that were quite 
new to me: Burda, Jalie, Shapes and 
others. A very cool thing is specif-
ically vintage patterns, Decades 
of Style, which covers most of the 
20th century, and Truly Victorian, 
which is self-explanatory. 

The next visit was to Legacy 
Arts and Gifts, 1209 Grand Ave. 
This store, like many of the others 
along Grand Avenue, is in an old 
frame house of elegant propor-
tions. They specialize in two types 
of things besides local art—Polish 
pottery, and amber jewelry from 
the Baltic. (You should check out 
their website to read about the am-
ber artisans.) I gave both of these a 
long thorough look; they are both 
wonderful things, but I have too 
many tchotchkes already, so I have 
to rein myself in. But this was the 
only place where I bought some-
thing. I bought a lovely little tea-
cup because of the pale blue glaze. 
It was hand-thrown and a pleasing 
combination of homey-chunky 
and pretty-delicate, and was only 
$20. I was also quite taken by the 
photographs, and the hand-turned 
wood products such as bowls and 
cutting boards, and quite a lot of 
the pottery. 

The penultimate stop was Red 
Balloon Books, 891 Grand Ave., a 
children’s bookstore that also has 
books for adults, and all the other 
gifts and paraphernalia that mod-
ern bookstores have. This is one of 
the most attractive bookstores in 
town, and it’s no slouch in the prod-
ucts area either. They also have, un-
surprisingly, lots of events. Unfor-
tunately, we just missed Educators’ 
Night 2018, which was last Tuesday. 
Check their website at www.redbal-
loonbookshop.com for upcoming 
events. Besides physical books, Red 
Balloon is a Kobo seller of e-books, 
so while you’re at the website, you 
might want to check that out. They 
have a number of innovative pro-
grams to engage readers of all ages: 
a birthday club, several book clubs, 
a music program, birthday parties 
and party room rental. And they 
have their own line of “merch”—
posters and T-shirts and such. 

The final stop was almost in 
downtown, in the beautiful old 
building called Merchants of Cro-
cus Hill. This was Grand Hand 
Gallery, 619 Grand Ave. This beau-
tiful, spacious, chock-full space has 
been here since 2004 and is owned 
by Ann Ruhr-Pifer. It features art in 
many media from across the U.S. 
but highlights local artists and the 
upper Midwest. It is meant to reflect 
an esthetic of hand-crafted authen-
ticity, hand-carved, hand-painted, 

hand-blown, hand-thrown … and 
more, according to a legend paint-
ed in the doorway. I saw work by 
an artist I knew of from before, 
Betsy Bowen, who has her own gal-
lery in Grand Marais, Minn. And 
I learned of a new (to me) poet: 
Louis Jenkins, who apparently had 
done a reading there, and had sev-
eral volumes and one CD for sale. I 
was very impressed by, once again, 
pottery, jewelry and woodcarving, 
including a massive and beauti-

ful wood bowl priced very fairly 
at $1,125 (sadly out of my range). 
There were also glass, metal, fiber 
and mixed media items, as well as 
photography, painting and a huge 
selection of artists’ greeting cards. 
One of the most original artists 
whose works really caught my at-
tention is Dahli Coles. She makes 
bags, purses and other accessories 
out of old newspapers, heavily lam-
inated into a kind of pleather-like 

texture. 
After all this browsing and one 

instance of actual shopping, it was 
almost lunchtime and what with 
the heat, I needed refreshment. So 
as I head back Minneapolis-ward, a 
stop at one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest, Dunn Bros. coffee roasters 
just off the Macalester campus on 
Snelling comes to mind, along with 
iced latte. Just the ticket.

Charley Harper print on organic cotton from Treadle Yard Goods 

See Grand, page 3

Grand, from page 2
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a good one. I found out later from 
its website that it’s half of a two-
store chain, the other half being Fox 
Den Books in River Falls, Wis. They 
claim that their online store, which 
includes the inventories of both, 
contains 60,000 books! They have 
a lot of new stuff that is not books. 
Among the things they sell are real-

ly interesting toys and games, hand-
made paper lanterns, socks, candles 
and incense with a literary theme, 
Macalester College swag, Harry 
Potter merchandise, and weird and 
interesting journals. 

And so, on to Treadle Yard 
Goods, 1338 Grand Ave. This store 
was a revelation to me. I am not a 
seamstress, nor a quilter. My moth-
er was, a bit, and so fabric stores 
are not totally alien territory to me. 
But it has been a while, and I am 
not au fait with the products or the 
lingo, so I had to do some research. 
Like, I found out what a fat quarter 
is. There were two prominent bin 
displays right inside the door—
one was bolts of mouthwatering-
ly  gorgeous oilcloth, which made 
me wish I was more crafty. The 
other was a bin of “fat quarters.” 
(You’ll have to look it up yourself 
and also learn about jelly rolls and 
charm squares and fat eighths.) I 
suspected they had something to 
do with quilting and I was right. I 
browsed some more, and here are 
the further cool things I saw: Birch 
organic cotton in prints by Charley 

“Right Where You Remember It”
Handmade Waffle Cones * Cakes * Catering

Saint Paul 
750 Grand Avenue 

651-293-1655 

Minneapolis 
4737 Cedar Avenue 

612-722-2261

Atelier957 (not surprisingly 
located at 957 Grand Ave.) is a 
stayer, with a slight change in busi-
ness from last year. Here’s a quick 
history, quoted from their website: 
“We are sisters, Marina and Liliya. 
Over twenty years ago we moved 
to the U.S. from Kiev. Growing up 
with a love of clothes and watching 
our mom as a talented seamstress, 
I (Marina) became skilled in tai-
loring and making clothes. … I 
opened Perfect Fit by Marina, a 
small ... alterations and dressmak-
ing shop … My dream of expand-
ing the business to create a fashion 
destination for women became a 
reality in 2012, when we opened 
ATELIER957 in a Victorian home 
on Grand Avenue. In summer of 
2018, we closed the tailoring shop 
to focus on the boutique, includ-
ing a dedicated shoe room. The 
clothing and accessories we carry 
are mainly from small designers 
in Europe and locally in the U.S. 
who sew or create each piece [by 
hand].” If you like wearing fash-
ionable women’s clothes that are 
truly unique, eye-catching and 
comfortable, or if you love re-
ally unusual shoes and arty ac-
cessories, you must check out 
Atelier957. And they have a wide 
range of sizes for a designer shop, 
so don’t be shy. To get a taste, see 
their Facebook page. 

J W Hulme’s retail leather ac-
cessory store is both a new busi-
ness and a quite old business to 
Grand Avenue. Their “story” on 
their Facebook page says: “Our 
roots date back to 1905 [coinci-
dentally, the same year as George’s 
Shoe Repair] to when John Willis 
Hulme founded our company in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. Originally a 
manufacturer of canvas awnings, 
the company made tents for the 
army in World War I and soon 
expanded into cases, bags and 
equipment for outdoorsmen … 
Today we make products loved by 
modern adventurers ... Every trav-
el piece, briefcase, and handbag is 
designed to be a resilient compan-
ion for all your journeys, ... each 

bag offers the sensory experience 
of high-quality leather made from 
American hides, with solid brass 
hardware and heavyweight stitch-
ing.“ The “new” part is that there 
was a factory producing these 
goods on Grand for many years, 
but that recently closed and re-
opened as an upscale retail outlet. 
The factories are now somewhere 
else. 

The Grand Hand Gallery, which 
we covered previously, is still there 
at 619 Grand Ave. but has new 
owners. They have not made many 
changes except adding a “W2” to 
the shop name to indicate that two 
women own it (or to make people 
think it’s located in the fashionable 
West End of London).

Mischief is new to Grand Av-
enue. Their initial shop was lo-
cated on Como Avenue, and was 
Peapods, a toy and accessory shop 
for babies and very young chil-
dren. Mischief grew as an annex to 
Peapods, and caters to older kids, 
teens and playful adults. Mischief ’s 
new-this-year shop at 818 Grand 
Ave. replaces a closed flower shop, 
the name of which has been lost on 
the internet. They have a website, a 
Facebook page, an Instagram ac-
count, and a 14-year-old daughter 
who is their assistant curator of 
books and comics. 

Traditions was a longtime sta-
ple of Grand Avenue shopping 
with its customizable fine furni-
ture, but they also had expanded 
to a second store in St. Louis Park. 

In late 2018 they closed the Grand 
Avenue shop and it is currently 
undergoing renovations. Word is 
it will reopen as a branch of Chase 
Bank. 

One of the big stories of 2018-
2019 was around the Bibelot, the 
iconic gift shop founded in the 
1960s on Como Avenue in St. An-
thony Park by Roxie Freese. Over 
the years, it expanded to four lo-
cations, including Grand Avenue 
and Linden Hills in Minneapolis. 
Roxie announced her well-de-
served retirement (in her 80s!) last 
year with a massive closing sale. 
But before that process completed, 
Sharon and Tyler Conrad, owners 
of Good Things, based in Maple 
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We hit up an eclectic mix of shops 
and galleries all along the 3.5 mile 
stretch of Saint Paul’s Grand Ave-
nue on a hot summer day in early 
August. The methodology was to 
start at an arbitrary point near the 
western end of the Avenue and pro-
ceed eastward. Our theme was arts 
and crafts and books and games. 
So we started with breakfast, as you 
do. The stretch of Grand Avenue 
I started at contains Ramsey High 
School, which I parked in front of. 
There were a number of restaurants 
there—Indochine, Pad Thai, Italian 
Pie, and an amazing looking sea-
food place that I may go back to. 
A Breakfast Quesadilla at the Saint 
Paul Grand Avenue French Mead-
ow set me up for the day. And we’re 
off!

First stop is very close by in this 
1600 block of Grand Avenue: It’s 
Wet Paint, one of the premier art 
supply stores in the metro area. Wet 

Grand Avenue summer browse
Paint has been in its location since 
1976. They’re open seven days a 
week, they stock over 40,000 prod-
ucts, and you can also order on-
line and have things delivered. My 
first impression was that Wet Paint 
is mainly for serious artists, but 
they’re not just for serious artists. 
They have kits for children, many 
kinds of craft supplies and they also 
have an in-store framing shop, and 
they don’t make an amateur or a 
browser feel unwelcome. I learned 
a lot visiting this store. First off, I 
learned that they have classes there. 
For instance, Drawing Pet Portraits 
in Pastel Pencil is coming up on 
Aug. 28, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
for $84. I also learned that famous 
local artist Ta-Coumba Aiken has 
invented a new color, well a whole 
range of colors. And they’re all 
black. It’s called Knew Black, as in 
Knew Black is the New Black. You 
can buy this in a custom oil paint 
medium made by Gamblin Oil Col-
ors, or you can just buy the T-shirt 

if you’re not really a painter. Check 
out the website at www.wetpaintart.
com for more information on this 
and other events and new products. 

The next planned stop was Trea-
dle Yard Goods. But I got distracted 
by another store, Sixth Chamber 
Used Books, 1332 Grand Ave. I am 
a sucker for used bookstores. This is 

Harper, Liberty of London prints, 
an amazing selection of buttons, 
more quilting fabrics, including 
panels, some of which were stag-
geringly beautiful, a sign announc-
ing their machine quilting service, 
fancy pincushions for upwards of 
$20, and the pattern counter. This 
was always a big favorite of mine 
when fabric shopping with Mom. 
I recognized a few brands, such as 
Butterick, McCall’s and Simplicity, 
but there were some that were quite 
new to me: Burda, Jalie, Shapes and 
others. A very cool thing is specif-
ically vintage patterns, Decades 
of Style, which covers most of the 
20th century, and Truly Victorian, 
which is self-explanatory. 

The next visit was to Legacy 
Arts and Gifts, 1209 Grand Ave. 
This store, like many of the others 
along Grand Avenue, is in an old 
frame house of elegant propor-
tions. They specialize in two types 
of things besides local art—Polish 
pottery, and amber jewelry from 
the Baltic. (You should check out 
their website to read about the am-
ber artisans.) I gave both of these a 
long thorough look; they are both 
wonderful things, but I have too 
many tchotchkes already, so I have 
to rein myself in. But this was the 
only place where I bought some-
thing. I bought a lovely little tea-
cup because of the pale blue glaze. 
It was hand-thrown and a pleasing 
combination of homey-chunky 
and pretty-delicate, and was only 
$20. I was also quite taken by the 
photographs, and the hand-turned 
wood products such as bowls and 
cutting boards, and quite a lot of 
the pottery. 

The penultimate stop was Red 
Balloon Books, 891 Grand Ave., a 
children’s bookstore that also has 
books for adults, and all the other 
gifts and paraphernalia that mod-
ern bookstores have. This is one of 
the most attractive bookstores in 
town, and it’s no slouch in the prod-
ucts area either. They also have, un-
surprisingly, lots of events. Unfor-
tunately, we just missed Educators’ 
Night 2018, which was last Tuesday. 
Check their website at www.redbal-
loonbookshop.com for upcoming 
events. Besides physical books, Red 
Balloon is a Kobo seller of e-books, 
so while you’re at the website, you 
might want to check that out. They 
have a number of innovative pro-
grams to engage readers of all ages: 
a birthday club, several book clubs, 
a music program, birthday parties 
and party room rental. And they 
have their own line of “merch”—
posters and T-shirts and such. 

The final stop was almost in 
downtown, in the beautiful old 
building called Merchants of Cro-
cus Hill. This was Grand Hand 
Gallery, 619 Grand Ave. This beau-
tiful, spacious, chock-full space has 
been here since 2004 and is owned 
by Ann Ruhr-Pifer. It features art in 
many media from across the U.S. 
but highlights local artists and the 
upper Midwest. It is meant to reflect 
an esthetic of hand-crafted authen-
ticity, hand-carved, hand-painted, 

hand-blown, hand-thrown … and 
more, according to a legend paint-
ed in the doorway. I saw work by 
an artist I knew of from before, 
Betsy Bowen, who has her own gal-
lery in Grand Marais, Minn. And 
I learned of a new (to me) poet: 
Louis Jenkins, who apparently had 
done a reading there, and had sev-
eral volumes and one CD for sale. I 
was very impressed by, once again, 
pottery, jewelry and woodcarving, 
including a massive and beauti-

ful wood bowl priced very fairly 
at $1,125 (sadly out of my range). 
There were also glass, metal, fiber 
and mixed media items, as well as 
photography, painting and a huge 
selection of artists’ greeting cards. 
One of the most original artists 
whose works really caught my at-
tention is Dahli Coles. She makes 
bags, purses and other accessories 
out of old newspapers, heavily lam-
inated into a kind of pleather-like 

texture. 
After all this browsing and one 

instance of actual shopping, it was 
almost lunchtime and what with 
the heat, I needed refreshment. So 
as I head back Minneapolis-ward, a 
stop at one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest, Dunn Bros. coffee roasters 
just off the Macalester campus on 
Snelling comes to mind, along with 
iced latte. Just the ticket.

Charley Harper print on organic cotton from Treadle Yard Goods 

See Grand, page 3
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a good one. I found out later from 
its website that it’s half of a two-
store chain, the other half being Fox 
Den Books in River Falls, Wis. They 
claim that their online store, which 
includes the inventories of both, 
contains 60,000 books! They have 
a lot of new stuff that is not books. 
Among the things they sell are real-

ly interesting toys and games, hand-
made paper lanterns, socks, candles 
and incense with a literary theme, 
Macalester College swag, Harry 
Potter merchandise, and weird and 
interesting journals. 

And so, on to Treadle Yard 
Goods, 1338 Grand Ave. This store 
was a revelation to me. I am not a 
seamstress, nor a quilter. My moth-
er was, a bit, and so fabric stores 
are not totally alien territory to me. 
But it has been a while, and I am 
not au fait with the products or the 
lingo, so I had to do some research. 
Like, I found out what a fat quarter 
is. There were two prominent bin 
displays right inside the door—
one was bolts of mouthwatering-
ly  gorgeous oilcloth, which made 
me wish I was more crafty. The 
other was a bin of “fat quarters.” 
(You’ll have to look it up yourself 
and also learn about jelly rolls and 
charm squares and fat eighths.) I 
suspected they had something to 
do with quilting and I was right. I 
browsed some more, and here are 
the further cool things I saw: Birch 
organic cotton in prints by Charley 
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Handmade Waffle Cones * Cakes * Catering

Saint Paul 
750 Grand Avenue 

651-293-1655 

Minneapolis 
4737 Cedar Avenue 
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Atelier957 (not surprisingly 
located at 957 Grand Ave.) is a 
stayer, with a slight change in busi-
ness from last year. Here’s a quick 
history, quoted from their website: 
“We are sisters, Marina and Liliya. 
Over twenty years ago we moved 
to the U.S. from Kiev. Growing up 
with a love of clothes and watching 
our mom as a talented seamstress, 
I (Marina) became skilled in tai-
loring and making clothes. … I 
opened Perfect Fit by Marina, a 
small ... alterations and dressmak-
ing shop … My dream of expand-
ing the business to create a fashion 
destination for women became a 
reality in 2012, when we opened 
ATELIER957 in a Victorian home 
on Grand Avenue. In summer of 
2018, we closed the tailoring shop 
to focus on the boutique, includ-
ing a dedicated shoe room. The 
clothing and accessories we carry 
are mainly from small designers 
in Europe and locally in the U.S. 
who sew or create each piece [by 
hand].” If you like wearing fash-
ionable women’s clothes that are 
truly unique, eye-catching and 
comfortable, or if you love re-
ally unusual shoes and arty ac-
cessories, you must check out 
Atelier957. And they have a wide 
range of sizes for a designer shop, 
so don’t be shy. To get a taste, see 
their Facebook page. 

J W Hulme’s retail leather ac-
cessory store is both a new busi-
ness and a quite old business to 
Grand Avenue. Their “story” on 
their Facebook page says: “Our 
roots date back to 1905 [coinci-
dentally, the same year as George’s 
Shoe Repair] to when John Willis 
Hulme founded our company in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. Originally a 
manufacturer of canvas awnings, 
the company made tents for the 
army in World War I and soon 
expanded into cases, bags and 
equipment for outdoorsmen … 
Today we make products loved by 
modern adventurers ... Every trav-
el piece, briefcase, and handbag is 
designed to be a resilient compan-
ion for all your journeys, ... each 

bag offers the sensory experience 
of high-quality leather made from 
American hides, with solid brass 
hardware and heavyweight stitch-
ing.“ The “new” part is that there 
was a factory producing these 
goods on Grand for many years, 
but that recently closed and re-
opened as an upscale retail outlet. 
The factories are now somewhere 
else. 

The Grand Hand Gallery, which 
we covered previously, is still there 
at 619 Grand Ave. but has new 
owners. They have not made many 
changes except adding a “W2” to 
the shop name to indicate that two 
women own it (or to make people 
think it’s located in the fashionable 
West End of London).

Mischief is new to Grand Av-
enue. Their initial shop was lo-
cated on Como Avenue, and was 
Peapods, a toy and accessory shop 
for babies and very young chil-
dren. Mischief grew as an annex to 
Peapods, and caters to older kids, 
teens and playful adults. Mischief ’s 
new-this-year shop at 818 Grand 
Ave. replaces a closed flower shop, 
the name of which has been lost on 
the internet. They have a website, a 
Facebook page, an Instagram ac-
count, and a 14-year-old daughter 
who is their assistant curator of 
books and comics. 

Traditions was a longtime sta-
ple of Grand Avenue shopping 
with its customizable fine furni-
ture, but they also had expanded 
to a second store in St. Louis Park. 

In late 2018 they closed the Grand 
Avenue shop and it is currently 
undergoing renovations. Word is 
it will reopen as a branch of Chase 
Bank. 

One of the big stories of 2018-
2019 was around the Bibelot, the 
iconic gift shop founded in the 
1960s on Como Avenue in St. An-
thony Park by Roxie Freese. Over 
the years, it expanded to four lo-
cations, including Grand Avenue 
and Linden Hills in Minneapolis. 
Roxie announced her well-de-
served retirement (in her 80s!) last 
year with a massive closing sale. 
But before that process completed, 
Sharon and Tyler Conrad, owners 
of Good Things, based in Maple 
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We hit up an eclectic mix of shops 
and galleries all along the 3.5 mile 
stretch of Saint Paul’s Grand Ave-
nue on a hot summer day in early 
August. The methodology was to 
start at an arbitrary point near the 
western end of the Avenue and pro-
ceed eastward. Our theme was arts 
and crafts and books and games. 
So we started with breakfast, as you 
do. The stretch of Grand Avenue 
I started at contains Ramsey High 
School, which I parked in front of. 
There were a number of restaurants 
there—Indochine, Pad Thai, Italian 
Pie, and an amazing looking sea-
food place that I may go back to. 
A Breakfast Quesadilla at the Saint 
Paul Grand Avenue French Mead-
ow set me up for the day. And we’re 
off!

First stop is very close by in this 
1600 block of Grand Avenue: It’s 
Wet Paint, one of the premier art 
supply stores in the metro area. Wet 

Grand Avenue summer browse
Paint has been in its location since 
1976. They’re open seven days a 
week, they stock over 40,000 prod-
ucts, and you can also order on-
line and have things delivered. My 
first impression was that Wet Paint 
is mainly for serious artists, but 
they’re not just for serious artists. 
They have kits for children, many 
kinds of craft supplies and they also 
have an in-store framing shop, and 
they don’t make an amateur or a 
browser feel unwelcome. I learned 
a lot visiting this store. First off, I 
learned that they have classes there. 
For instance, Drawing Pet Portraits 
in Pastel Pencil is coming up on 
Aug. 28, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
for $84. I also learned that famous 
local artist Ta-Coumba Aiken has 
invented a new color, well a whole 
range of colors. And they’re all 
black. It’s called Knew Black, as in 
Knew Black is the New Black. You 
can buy this in a custom oil paint 
medium made by Gamblin Oil Col-
ors, or you can just buy the T-shirt 

if you’re not really a painter. Check 
out the website at www.wetpaintart.
com for more information on this 
and other events and new products. 

The next planned stop was Trea-
dle Yard Goods. But I got distracted 
by another store, Sixth Chamber 
Used Books, 1332 Grand Ave. I am 
a sucker for used bookstores. This is 

Harper, Liberty of London prints, 
an amazing selection of buttons, 
more quilting fabrics, including 
panels, some of which were stag-
geringly beautiful, a sign announc-
ing their machine quilting service, 
fancy pincushions for upwards of 
$20, and the pattern counter. This 
was always a big favorite of mine 
when fabric shopping with Mom. 
I recognized a few brands, such as 
Butterick, McCall’s and Simplicity, 
but there were some that were quite 
new to me: Burda, Jalie, Shapes and 
others. A very cool thing is specif-
ically vintage patterns, Decades 
of Style, which covers most of the 
20th century, and Truly Victorian, 
which is self-explanatory. 

The next visit was to Legacy 
Arts and Gifts, 1209 Grand Ave. 
This store, like many of the others 
along Grand Avenue, is in an old 
frame house of elegant propor-
tions. They specialize in two types 
of things besides local art—Polish 
pottery, and amber jewelry from 
the Baltic. (You should check out 
their website to read about the am-
ber artisans.) I gave both of these a 
long thorough look; they are both 
wonderful things, but I have too 
many tchotchkes already, so I have 
to rein myself in. But this was the 
only place where I bought some-
thing. I bought a lovely little tea-
cup because of the pale blue glaze. 
It was hand-thrown and a pleasing 
combination of homey-chunky 
and pretty-delicate, and was only 
$20. I was also quite taken by the 
photographs, and the hand-turned 
wood products such as bowls and 
cutting boards, and quite a lot of 
the pottery. 

The penultimate stop was Red 
Balloon Books, 891 Grand Ave., a 
children’s bookstore that also has 
books for adults, and all the other 
gifts and paraphernalia that mod-
ern bookstores have. This is one of 
the most attractive bookstores in 
town, and it’s no slouch in the prod-
ucts area either. They also have, un-
surprisingly, lots of events. Unfor-
tunately, we just missed Educators’ 
Night 2018, which was last Tuesday. 
Check their website at www.redbal-
loonbookshop.com for upcoming 
events. Besides physical books, Red 
Balloon is a Kobo seller of e-books, 
so while you’re at the website, you 
might want to check that out. They 
have a number of innovative pro-
grams to engage readers of all ages: 
a birthday club, several book clubs, 
a music program, birthday parties 
and party room rental. And they 
have their own line of “merch”—
posters and T-shirts and such. 

The final stop was almost in 
downtown, in the beautiful old 
building called Merchants of Cro-
cus Hill. This was Grand Hand 
Gallery, 619 Grand Ave. This beau-
tiful, spacious, chock-full space has 
been here since 2004 and is owned 
by Ann Ruhr-Pifer. It features art in 
many media from across the U.S. 
but highlights local artists and the 
upper Midwest. It is meant to reflect 
an esthetic of hand-crafted authen-
ticity, hand-carved, hand-painted, 

hand-blown, hand-thrown … and 
more, according to a legend paint-
ed in the doorway. I saw work by 
an artist I knew of from before, 
Betsy Bowen, who has her own gal-
lery in Grand Marais, Minn. And 
I learned of a new (to me) poet: 
Louis Jenkins, who apparently had 
done a reading there, and had sev-
eral volumes and one CD for sale. I 
was very impressed by, once again, 
pottery, jewelry and woodcarving, 
including a massive and beauti-

ful wood bowl priced very fairly 
at $1,125 (sadly out of my range). 
There were also glass, metal, fiber 
and mixed media items, as well as 
photography, painting and a huge 
selection of artists’ greeting cards. 
One of the most original artists 
whose works really caught my at-
tention is Dahli Coles. She makes 
bags, purses and other accessories 
out of old newspapers, heavily lam-
inated into a kind of pleather-like 

texture. 
After all this browsing and one 

instance of actual shopping, it was 
almost lunchtime and what with 
the heat, I needed refreshment. So 
as I head back Minneapolis-ward, a 
stop at one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest, Dunn Bros. coffee roasters 
just off the Macalester campus on 
Snelling comes to mind, along with 
iced latte. Just the ticket.

Charley Harper print on organic cotton from Treadle Yard Goods 

See Grand, page 3
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a good one. I found out later from 
its website that it’s half of a two-
store chain, the other half being Fox 
Den Books in River Falls, Wis. They 
claim that their online store, which 
includes the inventories of both, 
contains 60,000 books! They have 
a lot of new stuff that is not books. 
Among the things they sell are real-

ly interesting toys and games, hand-
made paper lanterns, socks, candles 
and incense with a literary theme, 
Macalester College swag, Harry 
Potter merchandise, and weird and 
interesting journals. 

And so, on to Treadle Yard 
Goods, 1338 Grand Ave. This store 
was a revelation to me. I am not a 
seamstress, nor a quilter. My moth-
er was, a bit, and so fabric stores 
are not totally alien territory to me. 
But it has been a while, and I am 
not au fait with the products or the 
lingo, so I had to do some research. 
Like, I found out what a fat quarter 
is. There were two prominent bin 
displays right inside the door—
one was bolts of mouthwatering-
ly  gorgeous oilcloth, which made 
me wish I was more crafty. The 
other was a bin of “fat quarters.” 
(You’ll have to look it up yourself 
and also learn about jelly rolls and 
charm squares and fat eighths.) I 
suspected they had something to 
do with quilting and I was right. I 
browsed some more, and here are 
the further cool things I saw: Birch 
organic cotton in prints by Charley 
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Handmade Waffle Cones * Cakes * Catering
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750 Grand Avenue 
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Minneapolis 
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Atelier957 (not surprisingly 
located at 957 Grand Ave.) is a 
stayer, with a slight change in busi-
ness from last year. Here’s a quick 
history, quoted from their website: 
“We are sisters, Marina and Liliya. 
Over twenty years ago we moved 
to the U.S. from Kiev. Growing up 
with a love of clothes and watching 
our mom as a talented seamstress, 
I (Marina) became skilled in tai-
loring and making clothes. … I 
opened Perfect Fit by Marina, a 
small ... alterations and dressmak-
ing shop … My dream of expand-
ing the business to create a fashion 
destination for women became a 
reality in 2012, when we opened 
ATELIER957 in a Victorian home 
on Grand Avenue. In summer of 
2018, we closed the tailoring shop 
to focus on the boutique, includ-
ing a dedicated shoe room. The 
clothing and accessories we carry 
are mainly from small designers 
in Europe and locally in the U.S. 
who sew or create each piece [by 
hand].” If you like wearing fash-
ionable women’s clothes that are 
truly unique, eye-catching and 
comfortable, or if you love re-
ally unusual shoes and arty ac-
cessories, you must check out 
Atelier957. And they have a wide 
range of sizes for a designer shop, 
so don’t be shy. To get a taste, see 
their Facebook page. 

J W Hulme’s retail leather ac-
cessory store is both a new busi-
ness and a quite old business to 
Grand Avenue. Their “story” on 
their Facebook page says: “Our 
roots date back to 1905 [coinci-
dentally, the same year as George’s 
Shoe Repair] to when John Willis 
Hulme founded our company in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. Originally a 
manufacturer of canvas awnings, 
the company made tents for the 
army in World War I and soon 
expanded into cases, bags and 
equipment for outdoorsmen … 
Today we make products loved by 
modern adventurers ... Every trav-
el piece, briefcase, and handbag is 
designed to be a resilient compan-
ion for all your journeys, ... each 

bag offers the sensory experience 
of high-quality leather made from 
American hides, with solid brass 
hardware and heavyweight stitch-
ing.“ The “new” part is that there 
was a factory producing these 
goods on Grand for many years, 
but that recently closed and re-
opened as an upscale retail outlet. 
The factories are now somewhere 
else. 

The Grand Hand Gallery, which 
we covered previously, is still there 
at 619 Grand Ave. but has new 
owners. They have not made many 
changes except adding a “W2” to 
the shop name to indicate that two 
women own it (or to make people 
think it’s located in the fashionable 
West End of London).

Mischief is new to Grand Av-
enue. Their initial shop was lo-
cated on Como Avenue, and was 
Peapods, a toy and accessory shop 
for babies and very young chil-
dren. Mischief grew as an annex to 
Peapods, and caters to older kids, 
teens and playful adults. Mischief ’s 
new-this-year shop at 818 Grand 
Ave. replaces a closed flower shop, 
the name of which has been lost on 
the internet. They have a website, a 
Facebook page, an Instagram ac-
count, and a 14-year-old daughter 
who is their assistant curator of 
books and comics. 

Traditions was a longtime sta-
ple of Grand Avenue shopping 
with its customizable fine furni-
ture, but they also had expanded 
to a second store in St. Louis Park. 

In late 2018 they closed the Grand 
Avenue shop and it is currently 
undergoing renovations. Word is 
it will reopen as a branch of Chase 
Bank. 

One of the big stories of 2018-
2019 was around the Bibelot, the 
iconic gift shop founded in the 
1960s on Como Avenue in St. An-
thony Park by Roxie Freese. Over 
the years, it expanded to four lo-
cations, including Grand Avenue 
and Linden Hills in Minneapolis. 
Roxie announced her well-de-
served retirement (in her 80s!) last 
year with a massive closing sale. 
But before that process completed, 
Sharon and Tyler Conrad, owners 
of Good Things, based in Maple 
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BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

We hit up an eclectic mix of shops 
and galleries all along the 3.5 mile 
stretch of Saint Paul’s Grand Ave-
nue on a hot summer day in early 
August. The methodology was to 
start at an arbitrary point near the 
western end of the Avenue and pro-
ceed eastward. Our theme was arts 
and crafts and books and games. 
So we started with breakfast, as you 
do. The stretch of Grand Avenue 
I started at contains Ramsey High 
School, which I parked in front of. 
There were a number of restaurants 
there—Indochine, Pad Thai, Italian 
Pie, and an amazing looking sea-
food place that I may go back to. 
A Breakfast Quesadilla at the Saint 
Paul Grand Avenue French Mead-
ow set me up for the day. And we’re 
off!

First stop is very close by in this 
1600 block of Grand Avenue: It’s 
Wet Paint, one of the premier art 
supply stores in the metro area. Wet 

Grand Avenue summer browse
Paint has been in its location since 
1976. They’re open seven days a 
week, they stock over 40,000 prod-
ucts, and you can also order on-
line and have things delivered. My 
first impression was that Wet Paint 
is mainly for serious artists, but 
they’re not just for serious artists. 
They have kits for children, many 
kinds of craft supplies and they also 
have an in-store framing shop, and 
they don’t make an amateur or a 
browser feel unwelcome. I learned 
a lot visiting this store. First off, I 
learned that they have classes there. 
For instance, Drawing Pet Portraits 
in Pastel Pencil is coming up on 
Aug. 28, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
for $84. I also learned that famous 
local artist Ta-Coumba Aiken has 
invented a new color, well a whole 
range of colors. And they’re all 
black. It’s called Knew Black, as in 
Knew Black is the New Black. You 
can buy this in a custom oil paint 
medium made by Gamblin Oil Col-
ors, or you can just buy the T-shirt 

if you’re not really a painter. Check 
out the website at www.wetpaintart.
com for more information on this 
and other events and new products. 

The next planned stop was Trea-
dle Yard Goods. But I got distracted 
by another store, Sixth Chamber 
Used Books, 1332 Grand Ave. I am 
a sucker for used bookstores. This is 

Harper, Liberty of London prints, 
an amazing selection of buttons, 
more quilting fabrics, including 
panels, some of which were stag-
geringly beautiful, a sign announc-
ing their machine quilting service, 
fancy pincushions for upwards of 
$20, and the pattern counter. This 
was always a big favorite of mine 
when fabric shopping with Mom. 
I recognized a few brands, such as 
Butterick, McCall’s and Simplicity, 
but there were some that were quite 
new to me: Burda, Jalie, Shapes and 
others. A very cool thing is specif-
ically vintage patterns, Decades 
of Style, which covers most of the 
20th century, and Truly Victorian, 
which is self-explanatory. 

The next visit was to Legacy 
Arts and Gifts, 1209 Grand Ave. 
This store, like many of the others 
along Grand Avenue, is in an old 
frame house of elegant propor-
tions. They specialize in two types 
of things besides local art—Polish 
pottery, and amber jewelry from 
the Baltic. (You should check out 
their website to read about the am-
ber artisans.) I gave both of these a 
long thorough look; they are both 
wonderful things, but I have too 
many tchotchkes already, so I have 
to rein myself in. But this was the 
only place where I bought some-
thing. I bought a lovely little tea-
cup because of the pale blue glaze. 
It was hand-thrown and a pleasing 
combination of homey-chunky 
and pretty-delicate, and was only 
$20. I was also quite taken by the 
photographs, and the hand-turned 
wood products such as bowls and 
cutting boards, and quite a lot of 
the pottery. 

The penultimate stop was Red 
Balloon Books, 891 Grand Ave., a 
children’s bookstore that also has 
books for adults, and all the other 
gifts and paraphernalia that mod-
ern bookstores have. This is one of 
the most attractive bookstores in 
town, and it’s no slouch in the prod-
ucts area either. They also have, un-
surprisingly, lots of events. Unfor-
tunately, we just missed Educators’ 
Night 2018, which was last Tuesday. 
Check their website at www.redbal-
loonbookshop.com for upcoming 
events. Besides physical books, Red 
Balloon is a Kobo seller of e-books, 
so while you’re at the website, you 
might want to check that out. They 
have a number of innovative pro-
grams to engage readers of all ages: 
a birthday club, several book clubs, 
a music program, birthday parties 
and party room rental. And they 
have their own line of “merch”—
posters and T-shirts and such. 

The final stop was almost in 
downtown, in the beautiful old 
building called Merchants of Cro-
cus Hill. This was Grand Hand 
Gallery, 619 Grand Ave. This beau-
tiful, spacious, chock-full space has 
been here since 2004 and is owned 
by Ann Ruhr-Pifer. It features art in 
many media from across the U.S. 
but highlights local artists and the 
upper Midwest. It is meant to reflect 
an esthetic of hand-crafted authen-
ticity, hand-carved, hand-painted, 

hand-blown, hand-thrown … and 
more, according to a legend paint-
ed in the doorway. I saw work by 
an artist I knew of from before, 
Betsy Bowen, who has her own gal-
lery in Grand Marais, Minn. And 
I learned of a new (to me) poet: 
Louis Jenkins, who apparently had 
done a reading there, and had sev-
eral volumes and one CD for sale. I 
was very impressed by, once again, 
pottery, jewelry and woodcarving, 
including a massive and beauti-

ful wood bowl priced very fairly 
at $1,125 (sadly out of my range). 
There were also glass, metal, fiber 
and mixed media items, as well as 
photography, painting and a huge 
selection of artists’ greeting cards. 
One of the most original artists 
whose works really caught my at-
tention is Dahli Coles. She makes 
bags, purses and other accessories 
out of old newspapers, heavily lam-
inated into a kind of pleather-like 

texture. 
After all this browsing and one 

instance of actual shopping, it was 
almost lunchtime and what with 
the heat, I needed refreshment. So 
as I head back Minneapolis-ward, a 
stop at one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest, Dunn Bros. coffee roasters 
just off the Macalester campus on 
Snelling comes to mind, along with 
iced latte. Just the ticket.

Charley Harper print on organic cotton from Treadle Yard Goods 

See Grand, page 3

Grand, from page 2
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a good one. I found out later from 
its website that it’s half of a two-
store chain, the other half being Fox 
Den Books in River Falls, Wis. They 
claim that their online store, which 
includes the inventories of both, 
contains 60,000 books! They have 
a lot of new stuff that is not books. 
Among the things they sell are real-

ly interesting toys and games, hand-
made paper lanterns, socks, candles 
and incense with a literary theme, 
Macalester College swag, Harry 
Potter merchandise, and weird and 
interesting journals. 

And so, on to Treadle Yard 
Goods, 1338 Grand Ave. This store 
was a revelation to me. I am not a 
seamstress, nor a quilter. My moth-
er was, a bit, and so fabric stores 
are not totally alien territory to me. 
But it has been a while, and I am 
not au fait with the products or the 
lingo, so I had to do some research. 
Like, I found out what a fat quarter 
is. There were two prominent bin 
displays right inside the door—
one was bolts of mouthwatering-
ly  gorgeous oilcloth, which made 
me wish I was more crafty. The 
other was a bin of “fat quarters.” 
(You’ll have to look it up yourself 
and also learn about jelly rolls and 
charm squares and fat eighths.) I 
suspected they had something to 
do with quilting and I was right. I 
browsed some more, and here are 
the further cool things I saw: Birch 
organic cotton in prints by Charley 
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Atelier957 (not surprisingly 
located at 957 Grand Ave.) is a 
stayer, with a slight change in busi-
ness from last year. Here’s a quick 
history, quoted from their website: 
“We are sisters, Marina and Liliya. 
Over twenty years ago we moved 
to the U.S. from Kiev. Growing up 
with a love of clothes and watching 
our mom as a talented seamstress, 
I (Marina) became skilled in tai-
loring and making clothes. … I 
opened Perfect Fit by Marina, a 
small ... alterations and dressmak-
ing shop … My dream of expand-
ing the business to create a fashion 
destination for women became a 
reality in 2012, when we opened 
ATELIER957 in a Victorian home 
on Grand Avenue. In summer of 
2018, we closed the tailoring shop 
to focus on the boutique, includ-
ing a dedicated shoe room. The 
clothing and accessories we carry 
are mainly from small designers 
in Europe and locally in the U.S. 
who sew or create each piece [by 
hand].” If you like wearing fash-
ionable women’s clothes that are 
truly unique, eye-catching and 
comfortable, or if you love re-
ally unusual shoes and arty ac-
cessories, you must check out 
Atelier957. And they have a wide 
range of sizes for a designer shop, 
so don’t be shy. To get a taste, see 
their Facebook page. 

J W Hulme’s retail leather ac-
cessory store is both a new busi-
ness and a quite old business to 
Grand Avenue. Their “story” on 
their Facebook page says: “Our 
roots date back to 1905 [coinci-
dentally, the same year as George’s 
Shoe Repair] to when John Willis 
Hulme founded our company in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. Originally a 
manufacturer of canvas awnings, 
the company made tents for the 
army in World War I and soon 
expanded into cases, bags and 
equipment for outdoorsmen … 
Today we make products loved by 
modern adventurers ... Every trav-
el piece, briefcase, and handbag is 
designed to be a resilient compan-
ion for all your journeys, ... each 

bag offers the sensory experience 
of high-quality leather made from 
American hides, with solid brass 
hardware and heavyweight stitch-
ing.“ The “new” part is that there 
was a factory producing these 
goods on Grand for many years, 
but that recently closed and re-
opened as an upscale retail outlet. 
The factories are now somewhere 
else. 

The Grand Hand Gallery, which 
we covered previously, is still there 
at 619 Grand Ave. but has new 
owners. They have not made many 
changes except adding a “W2” to 
the shop name to indicate that two 
women own it (or to make people 
think it’s located in the fashionable 
West End of London).

Mischief is new to Grand Av-
enue. Their initial shop was lo-
cated on Como Avenue, and was 
Peapods, a toy and accessory shop 
for babies and very young chil-
dren. Mischief grew as an annex to 
Peapods, and caters to older kids, 
teens and playful adults. Mischief ’s 
new-this-year shop at 818 Grand 
Ave. replaces a closed flower shop, 
the name of which has been lost on 
the internet. They have a website, a 
Facebook page, an Instagram ac-
count, and a 14-year-old daughter 
who is their assistant curator of 
books and comics. 

Traditions was a longtime sta-
ple of Grand Avenue shopping 
with its customizable fine furni-
ture, but they also had expanded 
to a second store in St. Louis Park. 

In late 2018 they closed the Grand 
Avenue shop and it is currently 
undergoing renovations. Word is 
it will reopen as a branch of Chase 
Bank. 

One of the big stories of 2018-
2019 was around the Bibelot, the 
iconic gift shop founded in the 
1960s on Como Avenue in St. An-
thony Park by Roxie Freese. Over 
the years, it expanded to four lo-
cations, including Grand Avenue 
and Linden Hills in Minneapolis. 
Roxie announced her well-de-
served retirement (in her 80s!) last 
year with a massive closing sale. 
But before that process completed, 
Sharon and Tyler Conrad, owners 
of Good Things, based in Maple 
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not been offered a formal way 
“to speak openly about harm” as 
called for in the resolution. The 
formal apology, and plan with 
“dedicated financial resources 
and accountability measures” 
has not occurred.  

Now, nearly four years later, 
Minneapolis appears to be as far 
away from implementing specif-
ic solutions as it was in 2020.   

“The Department of Justice 
consent decree findings alone 
make the case for reparations,” 
said Trahern Crews, who has 
been following and advocating 
for reparations in Minnesota for 
more than ten years and is the 
chair of St. Paul’s reparations 
commission.  

Minneapolis, he noted, is 
leading the nation in the racial 
disparity wealth gap, being “#1 
in home ownership disparities 
and #2 in income disparities.”   

“Considering the great chasm 
of disparity and need for repara-
tions, more work needs to hap-
pen everywhere,” Marsh, who 
no longer works for the city, said 
in July.  

Lynn Hinkle, a Powderhorn 
resident who has been working 
on reparations for years, wants 
to see Minneapolis turn its at-
tention to realizing the work 
called for in the resolution.  

“Well, we could say it’s a good 
beginning,” he said, “and we’ve 
got an example right across the 
river of what we can do next.” 

Hinkle believes that those 
who have benefitted from the 

harmful practices of the past are 
obligated to help repair the his-
torical harm done through gen-
erations of unjust racist practic-
es. “You don’t get a 1 to 9 wealth 
disparity by mistake, it’s an in-
tentional program that has to be 
undone and it’s not charity,” he 
said, “it’s a debt that’s owed.”  

Earlier this year, state legis-
lators introduced (but did not 
pass) a bill, called the Minneso-
ta Migration Act, which would 
provide funding to study repara-
tions for American descendants 
of chattel slavery in the state, 
and many cities throughout the 
country have taken action.  

According to the National 
League of Cities, Evanston, Ill. 
became the first city to imple-
ment a reparations plan. In 2019 
they established a $10 million 
fund to address housing dis-
crimination and segregation 
from 1919 - 1969. In 2022, the 
city began paying up to $25,000 
to Black residents or their de-
scendants who were harmed 
by zoning laws that prevented 
African Americans from buying 
homes in certain areas.  

The league lists Burlington, 
Vt., Boston, Mass., St. Louis, 
Mo.; Providence, R.I.; Asheville, 
N.C.; Tullahassee, Okla.; and 
Berkeley, Calif. as cities who 
have programs. Other cities and 
counties that have authorized 
commissions to study repara-
tions programs include Fulton 
County, Ga.; Shelby County, 
Tenn.; Alameda County, Calif.; 
Kansas City, Mo.; Los Angeles; 
Northampton, Mass.; Detroit, 

Mich.; St. Petersburg, Fla. and 
St. Paul, Minn. 

“St Paul is one of the few that’s 
actually got a standing commis-
sion,” said Hinkle. “It is there 
for good and now the question 
is, are we going to get it the kind 
of funding it needs?”  St. Paul 
has also issued a formal apology 
via an official resolution and the 
commission is meeting regularly 
to develop funding recommen-
dations. 

Most of the efforts, in St. Paul 
and throughout the country, 
came after the police killing of 
George Floyd and civil unrest 
that followed.  

“The spectacle murder of 
George Floyd just a few blocks 
from here sparked a global 
movement that moved whole 
sections of society to talk about 
how to do reparations,” said 
Hinkle. 

“George Floyd didn’t die just 
for a statue,” Hinkle said. Fol-
lowing the murder, he recalled, 
“there was an outpouring of 
concerns and people were final-
ly saying it’s time to deal with 
institutional racism and under-
standing how essentially every 
aspect of our lives is skewed 
against BIPOC and every aspect 
of our life is skewed to advan-
tage white folks.” 

According to reports in the 
LA Times, Washington Post and 
elsewhere, George Floyd’s great 
grandfather, Hillary Thomas 
Stewart, got his freedom from 
enslavement as a child. As an 
adult he had 500 acres of land 
he had acquired stolen from him 

by white farmers, denying him 
and his offspring the benefits of 
generational wealth.  

Hinkle believes that it is time 
for Minneapolis to establish a 
reparations commission and use 
St. Paul’s example. Both cities 
have a past of racially unjust 
redlining, deed covenants, zon-
ing laws, policing practices, hir-
ing practices and more.  

What the specific reparative 
actions are, Crews said, should 
be based on community feed-
back and recommends that, 
whatever form it takes in Min-
neapolis, “there should be two 
separate efforts, one focused on 
Indigenous people and the other 
centered on the Black ancestors 
of slaves.” 

So far, he said, the Indigenous 
priority has been on getting land 
returned and the ancestors of 
slavery may be more interested 
in direct monetary payments. 

Hinkle agrees and also thinks 
it is worth looking at the re-
sponse from some of the faith 
communities.  

The Presbyterian Center of 
Lakes and Prairies Restorative 
Action, for example, is a repara-
tions initiative of the Presbyte-
rian Church and other partners. 

They have calculated the 
harms to American descendants 
of slavery and Indigenous people 
and decided to pool 15 percent of 
their assets to be distributed to 
trustees, one representing in-
digenous people and the other 
American descendants of slav-
ery. 

Fifteen percent of the city’s 

2024 $1.83 billion budget would 
be $274,500,000. That amount 
set aside annually would be a 
substantial investment. It could 
be used to purchase land, create 
saving accounts or trusts or pro-
vide income over a number of 
years for a significant number of 
people.   

Hinkle thinks that one way for 
the city to show its commitment 
to reparations would be to in-
clude it in the redevelopment of 
George Floyd Square at 38th and 
Chicago. The city has purchased 
the People’s Way property and 
including reparations as one of 
the three categories it is seeking 
input on to determine who’s go-
ing to develop that. “Maybe the 
Global Center for Reparations 
Organizing could be located in a 
facility that is transformed from 
the People’s Way,” said Hinkle.  

According to Hinkle, a good 
reparations process starts with 
truth-telling, which he thinks 
Minneapolis has made progress 
on. That must be followed by 
building multiracial relation-
ships and political solidarity to 
get policies in place to actually 
transfer wealth. 

“You have to have racial heal-
ing, but it doesn’t happen with-
out repair,” he said. “This is not 
just an economic discussion. 
This is about morality.”  

“Writing a check without do-
ing the truth and reconciliation 
is just a hollow gesture,” he add-
ed, “Just doing an apology and 
not moving to wealth transfer is 
equally hollow.”

Cam, from page 1

stan and Somalia. added that we 
should “use this moment to re-
commit ourselves to civility and 
respect in our politics.” 

Not surprisingly, after the 
events in Butler, Pa., Samuels 
seemed quite proud of the ad, 
tweeting: “ While Rep. Omar and 
I agree on numerous policy posi-
tions, I’m running for Congress 
because I believe at this moment 
we must turn away from rage, 
division, and self-promotion 
that has become her trademark.” 

It should go without saying 
that it is fair game to scrutinize 
Omar’s voting record, as a law-
maker pushing ambitious poli-
cy. There’s also nothing wrong 
with imagining a world without 
assassination attempts, even 
against politicians who openly 
promote violence at campaign 
events.  

Activists and survivors of sex-
ual violence, particularly those 
who had family members killed 
by stalkers, told reporters that 
depicting people on missing 
posters triggered past trauma. 

“Don has been following the 
textbook abuser playbook by 
calling out Ilhan as not attrac-
tive enough, not cute enough, 
and then featuring her on a 
missing poster,” Asma Moham-
med Executive Director of Re-
viving Sisterhood said.  

“There is mudslinging in 
politics. I know that. And then 
there’s complete dehumaniza-
tion of women that leads to gen-
der-based violence,” Mohammed 
added. “Men like Don don’t want 

safe places for us.” 
Sue Goodstar from Camp Ne-

nookaasi was reminded that her 
greatest fear was that people 
would take advantage of her vul-
nerabilities. And all of a sudden, 
her goodwill in helping those 
unhoused seemed to crumble.  

“What Don Samuels did was 
the most disgusting thing I ever 
saw. It was beyond disgusting 
actually,” Goodstar said. “When 

I saw that ad, it enraged me. I 
guess you could almost say I was 
ready to throw a shoe at the TV.” 

“This is what a missing per-
sons poster looks like,” Goodstar 
said holding up a poster holding 
up a poster of Kateri Mishow, 
an Indigenous woman who  was 
last seen wearing a blue jean 
jacket and pants and an oversize 
black leather coat in 2007. 

In 2020, at least 9,575 Indige-
nous people were reported miss-
ing according to data from the 
U.S. National Crime Information 
Center. 

“Kateri is a friend of mine, 
and she’s been missing for 17 
years,” said Goodstar.  

Lakeisha Lee founded the 
Brittany Clarify Foundation, an 
organization that runs Brittany’s 

Place, a shelter for victims of sex 
trafficking. 

“A political ad putting any-
one’s face on a missing poster, 
in 2024, is uncalled for,” said 
Lee. “My sister was murdered 
in 2013. On June 29th she would 
have been 30 years old. She was 
murdered and put in a car here 
in Minnesota.” 

“It’s not fair and it’s not right 

for white supremacy, because 
that is what this is the root of, 
to be able to do these kinds of 
things to people,” said Toshira 
Garraway Allen founder of Fami-
lies Supporting Families Against 
Police Violence. Her fiancé, Jus-
tin Teigen went missing in 2009. 
Teigen’s body was found in a 
dumpster with his skull cracked 
in half. 

“This is mocking to the fami-
lies who have actually endured,” 
said Allen. “This is disrespectful 
to the families of those who ex-
perienced their loved ones being 
missing.” 

Rep. Omar meanwhile wants 
U.S. Attorney General Merrick 
Garland to create a federal of-
fice to help solve the many cases 
of missing and murdered women 
and girls. 

“We’ve been focused on fol-
lowing the leadership of some of 
our legislatures here in Minne-
sota who established an Office 
for Missing and Murdered Black 
Women and Girls and trying to 
create a national office with 
the Department of Justice that 
hopefully will work across the 
50 states and territories,” Omar 
said. 

Omar added that, “the reason 
that we are focused on a federal 
level, is that while Black wom-
en and girls make up 15 percent 
of the female population of this 
country, they make up nearly 
34 percent of women reported 
missing in 2020.” 

Samuels’s campaign did not 
respond to multiple requests for 
comment.  

This is not the first time Sam-

uels has mocked those missing 
or dead. Issac Childress III went 
on a bike ride led by Don Sam-
uels and his wife, Sondra Sam-
uels. Samuels allowed Childress 
to dip his feet in the water before 
the Mississippi River’s strong 
current swept away the 6-year-
old child. His body was found 
two days later. Sondra Samuel’s 
insurance company agreed to 
pay $301,000 in what Hennepin 
County records described as a 
wrongful death settlement. 

“Who is @Ilhan’s primary 
challenger?” Briana Rose Lee 
tweeted. “A man with such poor 
judgement that he literally is the 
person responsible for a child 
drowning and dying while he 
watched from shore.” 

Rose Lee asked, “If you can’t 
trust him to babysit, how can 
you trust him with an entire dis-
trict?” 

“Can’t swim, but can govern,” 
Samuels replied. 

Bipartisan calls to condemn 
political violence seem a little 
contrived. Samuels predictable 
rush to join the chorus is in bad 
faith considering his past behav-
ior. Here’s another typical mock 
on social media: 

“I hope Ilhan Omar wins. My 
niece can’t see her son anymore 
because of your WIFE,” Angela 
Madison posted on Facebook. 
“We had to bury him because of 
her negligence.” 

Samuels, always the gentle-
man, responded with an avatar 
of his hands shaped into a heart.

Samuels, from page 1

Mishow’s name is spelled out on a mural on the front wall of 
the Little Earth Community Center.  



Rep. Omar In-Person Town Hall
August 7,  6 - 7 p.m.
Mount Olivet Lutheran Church 
5025 Knox Ave. S, Mpls.
Representative Ilhan Omar invites 
constituents to her in-person Town 
Hall.
Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. if you'd 
like to arrive early.
Congresswoman Omar will provide 
an update on her work in Congress, 
discuss the services her office can 
provide, and answer your questions.
This event is free and open to the 
public. Pre-registration is required 
via Eventbrite.
The event venue is ADA accessible.
If you have any questions, please 
email mn05.info@mail.house.gov or 
call 612-333-1272.
If you are not able to attend in-per-
son, the event will be livestreamed 
on Congresswoman Omar's social 
media. There is no need to register 
for the livestream.

Mary E. Roach, BETTER LEFT BURIED 
- with Jackie Sommers!
August 7, 6 p.m.
Red Balloon Bookshop
891 Grand Ave., Saint Paul
Knives Out meets A Good Girl's 
Guide to Murder in Mary E. Roach’s 
debut YA mystery Better Left Buried, 
in which two girls try to get to the 
bottom of a town full of secrets, 
a family full of mystery and an 
abandoned amusement park where 
people keep turning up dead.
Join Mary E. Roach and fellow 
author Jackie Lea Sommers for a 
conversation about the book and all 
things writerly at Red Balloon! After 
the event, enjoy launch day treats 
and have your books signed.
Space is limited, so registration is re-
quired to attend this event. You can 
register for a ticket for free through 
August 7, 4:00 p.m. and preorder the 
book on Red Balloon's website. 
If you need specific accommo-
dations, please email events@
redballoonbookshop.com or call 
651-224-8320.

‘The Garden’
Friday, August 9, 7 p.m.
Saturday, August 10, 2 p.m. and 
6 p.m.
Children’s Theatre Company (CTC) is 
pleased to announce that the 2024 
Triple Threat production will be the 
World Premiere Musical The Garden. 
Featuring book, music, and lyrics by 
Hannah Bakke, The Garden will be 
directed by Emma Y. Lai, with chore-
ography by Jack Morman, and music 
direction by Justin Church. More 
information is available at childrens-
theatre.org/garden. 
The Garden is the world’s first music 
venue, the genesis of honkytonks-an 
electric, cozy place where creation 
begins and woman finds her voice. 
It’s a story old as time, told through 
the lens of Eve’s self-discovery and 
resolve. This bluegrass, backwoods 
revival takes you on a journey of 
what it means to be imperfectly 
perfect.
Tickets to The Garden may be pur-
chased online at childrenstheatre.
org/tickets or by calling the ticket 
office at 612.874.0400. All tickets 
are $25. Recommended for ages 10 
and up.
RUNNING TIME: 1 hour 50 minutes 
with one intermission.

2024 Lung Run/Walk Twin Cities
August 10 @ 7:30 - 11 a.m.
Lake Harriet Bandshell
Join the MN lung cancer community 
at the 18th annual Lung Run/Walk 
on Saturday, August 10 to raise your 
voice for change!
This event offers a 5K walk or chip-
timed 5K and 10K runs with prizes 
for best times, KIDS FUN RUN with 
medals for kids 5-12, LIVE music, 
doctor/patient team stories and a 
lung cancer research update, a lung 
cancer survivor resource tent, and to 
end this beautiful day, we will gather 
lakeside to remember and honor 
our loved ones lost to lung cancer 
at the Rose Raft of Remembrance 
Ceremony.  
Information at abreathofhope.org/

The Downtown Minneapolis Street 
Art Festival
August 10 - 11, 10 a.m. -  6 p.m.
Nicollet Avenue from 6th to 8th 
Street.
The Downtown Minneapolis Street 
Art Festival is a free and unique 
downtown art experience for res-
idents and visitors that celebrates 
street art in all its forms. The festival 
takes place annually the second 
weekend in August and features 
chalk and spray art, murals, perfor-
mance, craft, food and fun! We hope 
to see you, your friends and family 
for this inclusive and joyful expe-
rience in the heart of downtown 
Minneapolis!
New to 2024, Downtown Minneap-
olis Street Art Festival is excited to 
welcome Jackalope Arts to the festi-
val lineup! The indie artisan fair will 
be bringing over 100 local, hand-se-
lect artisans to the festival street-
ways. Shoppers can expect to find 
trendsetting indie goods including 
original fashion and jewelry design, 
paper goods, innovative home decor 
and housewares, art, photography, 
food, plus much more. Learn more 
about Jackalope Arts here.
Vendor applications for Jackalope 
Arts in partnership with the Down-
town Minneapolis Street Art Festival 
are open now! 
www.mplsstreetartfest.com/

August Monthly Mingle: Brewery 
Edition
August 13, 6:30 - 9 p.m.
Sociable Cider Werks
1500 Fillmore St. NE, Mpls.
Come mingle with fellow anima-
tors/motion designers/vfx artists/
etc from across Minnesota. We're 
excited to catch up with old friends 
and make new ones.
We're switching it up from our usual 
lounge— everybody cheer for not 
having to park downtown! Head 
over to Northeast and find us in the 
West Taproom at Sociable Cider 
Werks.
Make sure you RSVP through this 
eventbrite, as we do have a max cap 
on tickets.
Can't wait to see you there!
Pssst— If you don't know anyone 
or are nervous, our Nice Moves 
events committee members will be 
there and can try and introduce you 
to people! Or say hi in our discord 
server (discord.gg/9TBzjRR) before 
coming to meet some people in 
advance and introduce yourself.

Lake Street Mural Day
August 17, 3 -  6 p.m.
1601 E. Lake Street, Mpls
This three-hour free family-friendly 

event will feature a festive sidewalk 
atmosphere filled with art, food, 
music, and activities. Individuals will 
have access to food and entertain-
ment along Lake Street between 
15th and 17th Ave, with a “check-in” 
area at 16th Ave and Lake Street. 
Mural tours will be held every 45 
minutes or individuals can do a 
self-guided mural tour with a printed 
map.

Hookstock ‘24
Saturday, Aug. 17,  8 p.m.
Hook & Ladder Theater and Lounge
3010 Minnehaha Ave.
Celebrating the Influential Festivals, 
Artists, and Music of 1969
“Dawn of Aquarius” house band 
performing the music of Richie 
Havens, Joan Baez, Santana, Creed-
ence Clearwater Revival, The Who, 
Jefferson Airplane, Joe Cocker, Janis 
Joplin, Sly and the Family Stone, Jimi 

Hendrix & more.
Peace, Love, Music and Art.
Reserved Seats: $30 , GA: $18 ADV / 
$24 DOS
Information at thehookmpls.com/

Rob Stokes Live at Choo Choo Bob’s 
Train Store
Saturdays, 11 a.m. - noon
214 4th St. E., Saint Paul
Come for an hour of Train-tastic 
tunes by Rob Stokes!
Live music is included with play 
space admissions! The admission is: 
$10 for kids 1-10  
info@choochoobobstrainstore.com

Wild & Wonderful: A Fall Foraging 
Retreat
September 18, 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Join Maria Wesserle of Four Season 
Foraging and Jaime Rockney of Chick 
of the Woods for a day of forag-
ing fun! Learn all about edible fall 

goodies in the woods! The morning 
will be mushroom-centric with a 
presentation by Chick of the Woods 
on common edible fall mushrooms, 
followed by a walk in the woods 
searching for, talking about and 
picking the mushrooms we find. A 
home-style lunch will follow and 
will be included with your ticket. 
The afternoon will be focused on all 
things plants! Maria will teach us all 
about plants, berries and nuts that 
are in season followed by a walk 
in the woods finding, identifying, 
harvesting and even tasting some 
forest delicacies. This event will take 
place at ARC Retreat Community 
in Stanchfield, MN. Cost is $150. 
Pre-registration required. For more 
details, please email info@foursea-
sonforaging.com, call 612-440-5958, 
or visit www.fourseasonforaging.
com/events.
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Lakewood Cemetery 
3600 Hennepin Ave., Mpls.
• Art and Ritual: An Evening with Day 
Schildkret 
August 3 @ 6 - 9 p.m. 
$35 in advance / $45 at the door 
Moderated by MPR host and End in 
Mind founder Cathy Wurzer, this inti-
mate discussion held in Lakewood’s 
historic Memorial Chapel, will explore 
how artist and author Day Schildkret’s 
nature-based practice has inspired 
people around the world to mark 
key milestones, reflect on life, and 
remember loved ones who have died. 
A reception held in Lakewood’s brand-
new Welcome Center will follow, with 
the chance to connect with the author 
and others interested in his practice.
• Morning Altars Workshops  
August 4: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  or  
2 - 5 p.m. 
$50 in advance / $60 at the door 
In these interactive sessions, Day will 
guide attendees through his 7-step 
Morning Altars practice, creating 
mandalas out of natural, foraged ma-
terials. Following the creation process, 
attendees will have an opportunity to 
share stories and discuss experiences 
as part of this mindful practice.
Tickets at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/art-and-ritual-an-evening-with-
day-schildkret-tickets-865915014117

Second Church Of Christ, Scientist 
1822 Hennepin Ave. S.
Holding Special Healing Prayer 
Services focusing on “Our Beloved 
Community”
We hold Christian Science Testimony 
Meetings on Wednesdays,
August 7, 14, 21, and 28 starting at 
7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Please join us for these four spe-
cially focused community meetings 
on healing our beloved Minneapolis. 
We begin with inspiring readings and 
follow with spontaneously shared 
stories from our attendees on over-
coming challenges individually and in 
our neighborhoods through powerful 
prayer. Open to all ages and childcare 
is provided. You can find out more 

about us at secondchurchminneapolis.
com. Parking available in back.

Saint Mark’s Episcopal 
Cathedral
519 Oak Grove St., Mpls.
612-870-7800
Summer Sundays Fellowship every 
Sunday; coffee and treats in the 
Community Room, and outside in the 
courtyard (weather permitting).

Plymouth Congregational Church
1919 LaSalle Ave., Mpls
• Midsummer Mingle
August 7,  5:20 - 8 p.m.
Jones Commons, 
1919 LaSalle Ave., Mpls.
Join us for food and fellowship 
monthly.
• ICOM VIGIL
August 13, 7:30 - 9 a.m.  
Whipple Building at Fort Snelling, 1 
Federal Dr, Minneapolis
Join Plymouth members and other 
faith communities at one of the 
upcoming Interfaith Coalition on Im-
migration (ICOM) vigils at the Bishop 
Whipple Federal Building showing 
support for immigrants.
• Community Conversation: Bail, Jail, 
and Pre-Trial Policy
August 15, 5  - 7 p.m.
Conn Gallery, 1900 Nicollet Ave.,Mpls.
MN Justice Research Center presents 
A Community Conversation on Bail, 
Jail, and Pre-Trial Policy A Commu-
nity Conversation with MN Justice 
Research Center and hosted by 
Plymouth Church, Minneapolis. 
• Book Club
Plymouth Church's book group meets 
in-person and over Zoom every third 
Saturday of the month at 10:30 a.m in 
Plymouth Hall. If you are interested in 
joining us, or you have any ques-
tions, please reach out to Wanda Bee 
at realestate@wandabee.com.

Dakota Sacred Sites Tour- Healing 
Minnesota Stories
Tuesday, Aug. 27
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Helping people understand the history 
and living legacy of the Dakota sacred 
sites around the Twin Cities. 

Free of charge, donations welcome. 
Open to high-school age individuals 
and older. Contact Jimbear.jacobs@
mnchurches.org

Minnehaha Communion Lutheran 
Church
4101 37th  Ave. S., Mpls. 
612-722-9527 
secretary@minnehahacommunion.org
www.minnehahacommunion.org
• Play group every Thurs. 9:30 - 11:30 
a.m. For more information contact 
Pastor Martha Bardwell at 612-871-
2967.
• Summer day camp (8/19-8/28) New 
location: Diamond Lake Lutheran 
(5766 Portland Ave. S.) 
Open to those entering kindergarten 
through middle school.  For more 
information contact Pastor Martha 
Bardwell at 612-871-2967.

Taizé Service
Minnehaha United Methodist Church
3701 E. 50th St., Mpls.
With all that is going on around us, it is 
important to slow down and make sure 
we are feeding our souls and listening 
for God periodically. Take an oppor-
tunity for renewal through prayer, 
song and silence at our monthly Taizé 
services. We will be live-streaming our 
services, so you can catch Taizé from 
your home (or cabin or wherever you 
are) in real time, or anytime you want. 
www.minnehaha.org

Welcome refugees by donating 
household supplies!
From the Minnesota Council of 
Churches: The last few months have 
been very busy! Since January, MCC 
has welcomed 392 new arrivals to 
Minnesota, providing them with hous-
ing, clothing, and all other necessities 
they need to have a good start here. 
We're looking for your support in 
creating welcome kits to greet them. 
Donation guidelines and links to our 
wish-lists are available at https://mn-
churches.org/ways-help/give-items.

Central Lutheran's Free Store 
needs donations!
Restoration Center at Central Luther-

an Church 
333 S. 12th St., Mpls.
The Free Store is a critical community 
resource that allows guests to shop 
for what they need at no cost. Items 
especially needed: blankets, towels, 
sheets, kitchenware and clothing. Do-
nations accepted from 4th Ave. load-
ing dock, Sunday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Press the call button and 
someone will come to help you. All 
donated items should be clean and in 
good condition. Questions? Call (612) 
870-4416.

Harvest of the Heart
Church of the Incarnation
3817 Pleasant Ave. S., Mpls. 
Tuesday - Friday, 11.a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
612-822-2101; Espanol 612-874-7169

Soup for You! Café 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
2730 E. 31st St.  Mpls. 612-978-7974
Monday - Friday, lunch at noon - 
1 p.m. 
Wednesday, groceries from 
noon - 1 p.m.
More information on our Facebook 
page or at https://soupforyou.info/.

Calvary Emergency Food Shelf
3901 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
612-827-2504, ext. 3
The Calvary Food Shelf has returned 
to 3901 Chicago Ave., now that the 
building renovations are complet-
ed. The Food Shelf will continue its 
mission of providing  access to fresh, 
nutritious food for the community. 
Call 612-827-2504, ext. 3 for more 
information.

New Creation Baptist Church
1414 E. 48th St., Mpls.
612-825-6933
We're still here to serve you on the 
first through the fourth Saturdays from 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. We have re-opened 
the food shelf to choice shopping. We 
do require mask, sanitizer and temp 
check. Be safe and God bless! 

www.facebook.com/NCBCfoodshelf.
Saturdays (except 5th Saturdays)
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
(Grey door on the corner of 48th St. 
and 15th Ave.)

Nokomis Heights Lutheran Church
5300 10th Ave. S., Mpls.
612-825-6846
Serving Loaves and Fishes free com-
munity meals on Wednesdays from 
5 - 6 p.m. Free, to-go meals served 
from side door on 53rd Street. Open 
to everyone, no questions asked. 
Whatever your circumstances, you are 
welcome. You can simply drive or walk 
up to the church and receive a meal 
any Wednesday evening between 5 
and 6 p.m. 

First Nations Kitchen
3044 Longfellow Ave., Mpls.
612-791-1253
First Nations Kitchen, an outreach of 
All Saints Episcopal Indian Mission, 
welcomes all to our weekly To Go 
meals and Produce Give Away every 
Sunday from 4 - 5 p.m. outside our 
building. We cook fresh, organic, 
indigenous meals and give away 
organic produce rain or shine. This is 
a barrier-free food program. To donate 
or volunteer contact us at director@
firstnationskitchen.org or go to our 
website: https://firstnationskitchen.org.

Minnehaha United Methodist 
Church
3701 E. 50 St., Mpls.
612-721-6231
The Minnehaha Food Shelf serves 
food for the hungry on Tuesdays from 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. We help distribute up 
to 30,000 pounds of food each month. 
In response to the COVID-19 virus, we 
have changed many things to protect 
both our guests and our volunteers 
– rigorous cleaning routines, stream-
lined procedures, moving outside, 
wearing face masks and following 
the 6-foot social distancing guideline. 
Please be patient as we continue to 
improve what we do.
https://www.facebook.com/Minneha-
haFoodShelf/

Bahá’i
BAHÁ’I CENTER OF
MINNEAPOLIS
3644 Chicago Ave. S., 
612-823-3494
Minneapolis.Bahai@gmail.com
Devotions at the Bahá’í Center 
and via Zoom, Sundays 10 a.m., 
and Tuesdays via Zoom 
6:30 p.m.
See www.minneapolisbahai.org.
So powerful is the light of unity 
that it can illuminate the whole 
earth.
—Baha'u'llah

International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness
ISKCON MINNESOTA TEMPLE
4000 Minnehaha Ave.
http://www.iskconminnesota.org
Monday through Friday, 
open 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Sunday Temple service 4:30 - 7 
p.m. (Kirtan, Dharma talk, free 
vegetarian feast)
Wednesday Night Wisdom Talk 
7 - 8 p.m. 
All are welcome. We practice 
Bhakti Yoga and devotional 
service to God. Stop by and see 
what it's all about.

Christian
CALVARY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
3901 Chicago Ave. S.

612-827-2504 or 
www.clchurch.org
Sunday Worship at 10 a.m.
A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation

ST. ALBERT THE GREAT
E. 29th St. & 32nd Ave. S.
612-724-3643
www.saintalbertthegreat.org
Weekend masses
Saturday 5 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 am (also live-
streamed on Facebook)
Sunday at noon
Weekday masses M, T, TH, F at
8:15 a.m. in the Chapel
Pastor: Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P.

FAITH EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
3430 E. 51st St.
612-729-5463
www.faithlutheranmpls.org
Sunday worship 9 a.m. and 
online on Facebook https://www.
facebook.com/felcmpls/
Blind Ministry Aug. 24, 
noon - 2 p.m.
Rally Sunday, Sept. 8 (details to 
follow)
AA group - Mondays 6:30 p.m.
Senior Exercise Class - Mondays 
10 a.m.
NA groups - Tuesdays 7 p.m. and 
Wednesdays 7:30 p.m.

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH (ELCA)
1720 E. Minnehaha Pkwy.
holycrossmpls.org
Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.
Outdoor Worship 
Sunday, August 11
An inclusive community encour-
aging lives of service.

LIVING SPIRIT
Multicultural/United Methodist
Justice — Generosity — Faith
4501 Bloomington Ave.
612-721-5025
Check website for worship 
schedule.
Anytime: 
livingspiritumc.org/watch
Aug. 3, BBQ 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
livingspiritumc.org/bbq

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Center for Changing Lives
2400 Park Ave. S.; 612-871-8831
www.messiahlutheranmpls.org
Sunday 9 a.m. Traditional Wor-
ship with Holy Communion 
Sunday 11 a.m. Praise Worship 
(Holy Communion 1st and 3rd 
Sunday)
Sunday 12:30 p.m. Fellowship

MINNEHAHA COMMUNION 
LUTHERAN
4101 37th Ave. S. • 612-722-
9527

www.minnehahacommunion.org
Pastor Kyle Anderson
Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation
9:30 a.m. Sunday worship in 
person & online
Go to church website for info.
12-step groups Tuesday thru 
Friday evenings 
Handicapped Accessible

NEW CREATION BAPTIST 
CHURCH
1414 E. 48th St.
612-825-6933
In-person Sunday worship 
10:45 a.m.
Also on Facebook at:
www.Facebook.com/NewCre-
ationBaptistChurch
https://newcreationbaptist-
churchmn.org/
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Daniel B. 
McKizzie

NOKOMIS HEIGHTS LUTHER-
AN CHURCH – ELCA
5300 10th Ave. S.
612-825-6846
www.nokomisheights.org
Bilingual (English/Spanish) Sun-
day worship, 10 a.m.
Worship in sanctuary 1st Sun-
day of month; outside on patio 
remaining Sundays.
August 18 joint worship with 
neighbor churches at Pearl Park, 

10 a.m.
Communion on 1st and 3rd 
Sundays.
Sunday worship is recorded live 
for viewing on Monday mornings 
on Facebook and YouTube.
.
ST. JOAN OF ARC CATHOLIC 
COMMUNITY
www.stjoan.com, 4537 Third Ave.
Saturday, 5 p.m. in the church
Sunday, 7:45 a.m. in the church
9 & 11 a.m. in the gym
9 & 11 a.m. Family Mass in the 
church
Video available on our website
and Facebook page
We Welcome You Wherever You 
Are On Your Journey

TRINITY LUTHERAN CONGRE-
GATION
Augsburg College, Hoversten 
Chapel
Riverside & 22nd Aves.
612-333-2561
www.trinitylutherancongregation.
org
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
Pastor: Jane Buckley-Farlee
Office: 2001 Riverside Ave. 
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EVENTS

SHARING FOOD

The Southside Religious Community Welcomes You

All directory churches 
are wheelchair 
accessible



BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE 

Openings around town and 
coming soon 

Darling (3311 25th St. E.) 
opened in the former Birchwood 
Cafe space in the Seward neigh-
borhood in mid-June. A friend 
and I went there for a late-ish 
brunch in early July, and it was 
pretty packed. I only had one 
thing, so don’t feel qualified to 
say if it’s better or not. But it was 
good. Although I haven’t made it 
there yet, the new Gatherings 
Cafe (1530 Franklin Ave. E.) re-
opened after renovations, also in 
mid-June, about six weeks later 
than the American Indian Cen-
ter, within which it’s located. 
The cafe is twice the size from 
before the renovation, and with 

twice the kitchen space, a new 
executive chef, and a more de-
colonized (but still “approach-
able”) menu.  

Brühaven Craft Company 
(1368 La Salle Ave.), a new open-
ing in Loring Park, is a brewery 
tap room and more. It’s also a 
coffee shop, and the brewery 
produces NA hop water seltzers. 

It’s family friendly, dog friendly 
and designed for both big events 
and all-day hanging out. Ococo 
(811 La Salle Ave.), a Malaysian 
and Thai Monday - Friday break-
fast and lunch place, has opened 
in the Residence Inn in down-
town Minneapolis.  

A letter from some Kingfield 
area school kids pleading for an 
ice cream shop had immediate 

results. Sebastian Joe’s opened 
up a shop in the former Apoy 
space (4301 Nicollet Ave.) Read 
all about it in Southwest Voices 
here: tinyurl.com/DKRatSSP-Se-
bastianJoes. La La Homemade 
Ice Cream and Luncheonette 
(3146 Hennepin Ave.) in Uptown 
has expanded its space into a 
deli, serving mostly local and 
scratch-made foods and an old-
time soda fountain. The name of 
the new enterprise is Sugar and 
Salt.  

Unionizing workers and 
whiny management: restau-
rants today 

In the July 12 Flyover at rack-
etmn.com, Keith had this to say: 

“Susan Du does an excellent 
job in the Strib writing about 

how the city of Minneapolis’s 
proposed Labor Standards Board 
is continuing to make restaura-
teurs lose their collective mind. 
Du catches the owners in several 
fabrications. For instance: ’No-
body here is saying no to a Labor 
Standards Board,’ [Nettie Colon 
of Red Hen Gastrolab] said, con-
tradicting [a] letter signed by the 

100 restaurant operators.” Ordi-
nance-opposed owners have also 
complained that there would be 
seats on the board reserved for 
union officials. (There won’t.) 
All this over an ordinance that 
doesn’t even exist yet—not even 
in draft form! 

Also in Racket, on July 3, Jay 
covered the then-developing 
story about almost overlapping 

unionization drives at the very 
pinnacle of trendy dining in 
the Twin Cities, Kim’s in early 
June, and Café Ceres and Colita 
a couple of weeks later. These 
establishments are all helmed 
by James Beard nominated or 
awarded chefs: Ann Kim and 
Daniel del Prado, respectively. 
The article is worth a full read 
(tinyurl.com/DKRatSSP-Union-
SEIU) delving into both recent 
(pandemic, start of union push) 
and early 20th century (found-
ing of HERE) history, citing cur-
rent UNITE HERE Local 17 offi-
cer Sheigh Freeberg and labor 
historian Peter Rachleff.  

Bitter Southerner does it 
again! 

“The Taste of Memory” is the 
latest gem of food writing from 
Bitter Southerner, which has 
been winning awards for the 
quality of its writing on food 
and culture. It’s about Laotian 
and Hmong rainbow-hued rice 
varieties being grown today in 
North Carolina. Read it here: ti-
nyurl.com/DFRatSSP-NCriceBS.  

More foodie news, mostly 
local  

The Best Budget Bites series is 
a great occasional series where 
Em Cassel or a guest writer 
highlights a great meal or dish 
for $9.99 or less. The latest one, 
by Cassel, is the breakfast sand-
wich from the Band Box Diner 
(729 10th St. S.), a tiny diner in 
the Elliot Park neighborhood just 
south of downtown. Look for the 
series in the Food & Drink sec-
tion of racketmn.com. 

No Appetite for Apartheid is 
a subproject of the BDS project 
seeking to end the war in Gaza 
as well as eventually achieve full 
democracy for Palestinians. This 
project focuses on consumer 
boycotting of specific products 
that would impact the Israeli 
economy. On the weak side, this 
will only have an effect if a LOT 
of people do it, but on the strong 
side, there are no barriers to do-
ing it, like there are for divest-
ment and other BDS tactics. If 
you think you may want to par-
ticipate, go to na4a.org for more 
information.  

On another Quixotic consum-
er boycott front, I wrote a letter 
to Oatly, trying to determine if 
their chocolate was fair trade or 
not. Here is their not especially 
helpful response: tinyurl.com/
DKRatSSP-Oatly-cacao.  

Mini-reviews   

Nice Time Market (2402 38th 
St. E.) opened a couple of weeks 
ago in the spot of the last Tom 
Thumb in the Twin Cities. It’s a 
cozy little dream of an updated 
Mom and Pop. All it needs is a 
bodega cat. They have a curated 
selection of basic grocery and 

convenience needs, and then a 
whole bunch of great deli offer-
ings that they are working on 
getting approved for EBT.  

Vegan Chef Challenge 2024 

Next month I will be review-
ing several vegan dishes in the 
Twin Cities Vegan Chef Chal-
lenge, an annual celebration of 
vegan food and awareness of 
animal rights and welfare, pre-
sented by Compassionate Action 
for Animals (CAA). This unique 
Twin Cities event has grown 
from a week or two in August 
to the entire month, as well as 
including more restaurants each 
year (26 this year.)  

Anyone can participate by 
simply visiting some of the 
restaurants and eating their 
vegan challenge specials, then 
voting on the website for the 
best dish, and posting on so-
cial media to win fun prizes. By 

the time I publish my reviews 
(it won’t be all of them sadly) 
the voting will be closed, but 
the winners are announced and 
awarded at the other main CAA 
event, the Annual Veg Fest, Sep-
tember 22, 2024. Details here: 
exploreveg.org/twin-cities-veg-
an-chef-challenge.
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Unionizations, new restaurants and 
consumer activism 

Sebastian Joes Kingfield and the kids who brought it there

Heather Olsen and Tatum Barile of Nice Time Market

Cafe food at Sugar and Salt - La La Ice Cream Uptown

LULA VINTAGE CLOTHING 
1587 SELBY AVENUE 
ST. PAUL, MN 55104
www.lulavintagemn.com
651.644.4110 

LULA VINTAGE CLOTHING 
1587 SELBY AVENUE 
ST. PAUL, MN 55104
www.lulavintagemn.com
651.644.4110 

30:7 resized

Personalized Winter Veggie Box 
Delivered Bi-Weekly to a Pickup Site Near You!

Our Winter CSA is Now Open for Sign-up

EAT LOCAL + IN SEASON!

WE ARE A CERTIFIED ORGANIC + REAL ORGANIC 
FARM FEEDING THE TWIN CITIES FOR 26 YEARS

OVER 25 PICKUP SITES AVAILABLE

Each Veggie Box Made 
Just for You!

FeatherstoneFarm.com 
Rushford, MN 
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We know pets 
are family. We 
help families 
stay together.

Donations of dog & cat food, 
cat litter and gently used pet 

supplies are appreciated.  
Volunteers needed.

People & Pets Together
Chuck & Don’s Pet Wellness Center
2501 Minnehaha Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55404
(612) 722-9998
https://www.peopleandpetstogether.org/

The People & Pets Together pet food shelf is 
open to residents of the city of Minneapolis. 

We provide dog & cat food and pet care items 
to individuals and their families in crisis.

Flooding Questions

I picked up the July 2024 issue last Wednesday and I need to ask some follow-up 
questions about the front page “Nero Of The Northland” article.  

I live in South Minneapolis, renting a house within walking distance of the creek. 
Our landlord has done severe foundation work in the past, as have our neighbors. 
I know in 2000 or 2001 or so the city even bought out some very damaged houses, 
tore them down, and turned the lots into ponds that help lower the water table.  

You barely even mention the name of the dam and I’m trying to figure out what 
the purpose is and what you’d prefer they do. If the floodgates were thrown open, 
all dam operations basically forgotten, wouldn’t the basement flooding problem be 
the same but in a slightly different location? Yes, I now know the Minnehaha Creek 
Watershed District website says the dam is trying to mimic pre-urbanization, but 
is that just nice wrapping on a boring practical development to pre-empt environ-
mental concerns from residents? 

I enjoyed your photoshop and the sardonic venom, but I could’ve used more 
context in the article and less focus on the callous disregard of the current head of 
the park board.  

Is this related to the stupid golf course that we’re spending $$$ to constantly 
pump out? Is that it? 

Micah Mueller 
_ _ _ _ _ _

Editor’s note: 

You say, “ the city even bought out some very damaged houses, tore them down, 
and turned the lots into ponds that help lower the water table,” but the ponds don’t 
lower the water table, they simply register it. That’s where the water table is for 
South Minneapolis—thanks to the dams that are holding back water from emptying 
down Minnehaha Creek. 

You say, “If the floodgates were thrown open, all dam operations basically forgot-
ten, wouldn’t the basement flooding problem be the same but in a slightly different 
location?” If the dams were eliminated it would lower the water table in the Water-
shed District for everybody around Lakes Hiawatha and Nokomis by three to five 
feet, and all that water would flow from Minnehaha Creek into the Mississippi River. 

The fact that ​the Park Board wants to “mimic pre-urbanization” is the same as the 
ego of Roman emperors who created naval battles in the Coliseum for their amuse-
ment. All of South Minneapolis was once a swamp. Do they want us all to abandon 
our homes so they can play swamp? 

Dear Editor, 

Please take your own advice, Ed Felien. (Please Stop! July 2024 Southside Pride). 
How is calling the Israelis “Nazis” an invitation to dialogue? Of course the war in 
Gaza is horrible, the amount of casualties is appalling, both Jewish Israelis and 
Palestinians—who have lived there for two millennia—need a safe homeland, and 
Netanyahu and his supporters are anti-Palestinian. 

All wars are horrible and cause the deaths of thousands of innocent people. But 
in every other war, the attacker was not held responsible for safeguarding the ci-
vilian population: the ruling government was. So why aren’t you demanding that 
Hamas protect its Palestinian civilians? 

Truthfully, Hamas has purposefully placed its military operations in densely 
populated areas that include apartment blocks, hospitals, mosques and schools. 
Hamas representatives have repeatedly stated their indifference to the deaths of 
Palestinians. Hamas has provided no safe passage out of areas of intense fighting. 
And Hamas has not shared its stockpiles of medical supplies, water, fuel and food 
with Palestinian civilians who desperately need them. 

If dialogue towards a just and peaceful future is your goal, please provide your 
readers with more truthful coverage of the Gaza war. Divisive rhetoric only in-
creases both peoples’ outrage and suffering. 

Trina Porte 
_ _ _ _ _ _

  
Editor’s Note: 

Thank you for writing.  
The comparison of the Israeli war on Gaza to Nazi atrocities is, of course, not 

unique to me. Perhaps the best statement of it is “In the Shadow of the Holocaust” 
by Masha Gessen in The New Yorker, Dec. 9, 2023, in which she compares Gaza to 
the Warsaw Ghetto. Gessen is a holocaust survivor who lost her entire family to the 
Nazi horror. 

Here is what I wrote last month: 
“We have, in past issues, condemned that action [by Hamas on Oct. 7] as an atroc-

ity.  But what seems even more unthinkable than the original murders,  Hamas knew 
their horrific actions would elicit an even more horrific response from Israel.  They 
were willing to sacrifice the lives of innocent Palestinian women and children to score 
political points against Israel.  That is a contemptible and compounded atrocity.” 

I wrote in our January edition: “The Hamas leadership that planned and executed 
the Oct. 7 raid on Israel, and Netanyahu and his war cabinet must be investigated by 
a U.N. commission to determine whether either or both sides committed war crimes 
and crimes against humanity. 

“But the atrocity committed by Hamas on October 7 cannot excuse the continued 
atrocities committed by Israel. One atrocity does not condone another atrocity. 

“Hamas killed 1139 Israelis in their October 7 raid.  Israel has killed 38,000 [now, 
closer to 39,000] in their retaliation. 

“Is that enough? 
“Do we need more? 
“The standard for horrific atrocities in war was established in Gubbio in Italy.  

Partisans had killed a Nazi officer.  The Nazis rounded up 50 Gubbio citizens and 
killed them.  There is a mausoleum in Gubbio containing their remains that com-
memorates this slaughter.  The Israelis are approaching the fifty to one standard set 
by the Nazis with a thousand times greater impact. 

“Enough is enough. 
“Stop the war. 
“Recognize the grievances on both sides. 
“Hold each side accountable for atrocities. 
“Recognize the legitimacy of a Palestinian state. 
“And declare peace on both sides.”

Some facts and thoughts that I don’t recall 
being part of Derek Chauvin’s trial: 

1) Floyd and Chauvin had both worked as security at the nightclub in the Odd 
Fellows Building on 27th Ave. S. and  Lake St. 

2) Floyd was far more popular and effective at the job. 
3) Chauvin was not only working that job—he was also busy in his side hustle of 

distributing lucrative side jobs to other cops.  
4) Chauvin’s ability to parcel out side jobs made it very difficult for other cops 

to discipline him, since cops above him in the department were also dependent on 
him for getting those side jobs. 

5) Did anyone ever ask the owners of the nightclub whether they’d discussed 
using George Floyd and his connections instead of cops for their security? 

]6) The video of Chauvin and Floyd standing next to each other before the take-
down made it clear that Chauvin was physically fearful of Floyd and disliked him. 
How much of what followed was actually personal? 

7) Was there a preference by the personal injury lawyers to avoid having the 
above issues raised because the damages claim against the City of Minneapolis 
would be stronger without them? If Chauvin had been shown to have gone off on 
a personal tangent rather than just acting as a cop, the City wouldn’t have been so 
liable for so much. 

I have a bit of a personal interest in all this because my first office was across 
the street from the Odd Fellows Building, upstairs over the old Fanny Farmer Candy 
Store (3002  27th Ave. S.), which is still standing. 

Dave Porter, lawyer

Autumn is coming!
Celebrate your business 

with Southside Pride
September 3:
Chicago Avenue
48th & Chicago
Selby Avenue

For advertising information call David (612) 822-4662 
or email david@southsidepride.com
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CHILD & TEEN
CHILD & TEEN 
CHILD & TEEN

hennepin.us/checkups

CALL 612-543-2222
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Pumping water at Hiawatha Golf Course
BY KATHRYN KELLY 

SaveHiawatha18 met with 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) about 
the pumping issues surrounding 
Hiawatha Golf Course. We dis-
cussed the questions that were 
posed in a previous Southside 
Pride article. 

We questioned what sources 
of water (groundwater, surface 
water, storm water, re-circulat-
ed lake water) should or should 
not be included in the pumping 
numbers. We were told that the 
DNR pumping permits do not 
require the separation of the 
sources of water. The DNR just 
requires reporting of the total 
volume that is pumped regard-
less of source. So, the anomalies 
we found regarding the sources 
of the water were just internal 
calculations made by the Min-
neapolis Park and Recreation 
Board (MPRB) for their own 
purposes. 

We asked how the reported 
pumping numbers are vetted by 
the DNR. We were told that the 
permitting process is self-re-
porting and the numbers that 
are reported are based on the 
honor system. This means that, 
generally, there is no vetting or 
review of the reported numbers 
unless a problem is detected.  

The DNR also explained that 
they do not require a specific 

method for determining the vol-
ume being pumped (for exam-
ple, calculating volume based 
on the run-time of the pumps 
versus having a physical volume 
meter on the pumps).  

DNR documentation we re-
ceived states that Minnesota 
Statute “requires all installa-
tions for appropriating water 
to be equipped with a flow me-
ter to measure the quantity of 
water appropriated within the 
degree of accuracy required by 
rule (10%). The commissioner 
may approve alternative meth-
ods of measurement based on 
the quantity of water used, the 
method of appropriating or us-
ing water and any other infor-
mation supplied by the appli-
cant.” 

We asked how the DNR will 
assess the proposed plan for the 
Hiawatha Golf Course. DNR staff 
clearly stated that the DNR has 
no say in how the land is used. 
Land use is the purview of the 
municipality. The DNR regulates 
bodies of water. And any assess-
ment of a plan proposed by the 
MPRB will be made based on 
the unique effects, if any, of the 
pumping on the Hiawatha Park 
property and other potential-
ly affected properties, and any 
changes to Lake Hiawatha. 

Regarding the massive jump 
in pumping from 2016 to 2017 
when rainfall decreased, DNR 

staff only gave a theory that it 
may have been residual water 
pent up from the 2014 flood. To 
us, that would mean that the wa-
ter was pent up for almost three 
years before finally producing a 
heavy flow into the golf course. 
This seems unlikely. We believe 
that it seems more likely that the 
change in the  pumping regime 
(running one pump versus run-
ning both pumps simultaneous-
ly) caused the higher pumping 
rates. In 2015 and 2016 Pump 2 
was regularly used while Pump 
1 was used as a back-up or for 
high rainfall situations. Starting 
in 2017, both pumps were used 

simultaneously. 
Pumping values (in millions 

of gallons) were as follows:
 

              2015    2016     2017     2018         
Pump 1:  45       11          252        262     
Pump 2:  216    290          214        209 
   Total:   261      301          466        471 
Rainfall: 36.1”   40.4”    32.4”    33.6”     

 A look at these numbers 
strongly indicates that the 
change in pumping regime is 
the likely cause of the increase 
in volume pumped, most likely 
from pumping more re-circu-
lated lake water. Coincidental-
ly, this 2017 change in pumping 

regime coincides with the Park 
Board’s push in 2017 to close 
Hiawatha Golf Course with the 
claim that the pumping was un-
sustainable. 

One other note to mention is 
the cost of pumping. Xcel Energy 
electric bills obtained from the 
MPRB for the years 2011 to 2018 
showed that the cost of electric-
ity for pumping ranged from 
$174 to $251 per year. In 2014, 
the year of the flood, only $192 
was spent on pumping. So, the 
cost is minimal, and it is paid for 
by golf revenues.
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Join us for four specially focused 
community meetings on healing 
our beloved Minneapolis. We 
begin with inspiring readings and 
spontaneously shared stories of 
overcoming challenges individually 
and in our neighborhoods through 
powerful prayer.

Christian Science Testimony Meetings on Wednesday, August 7, 14, 21, 
and 28, 2024, at 7:30 to 8:30 pm    > Call or email for Zoom info

1822 Hennepin Ave South • Minneapolis, MN 55403 • 612.377.5668
secondchurchminneapolis.com • 2ndChurchMpls@gmail.com

Christian Science Reading Room  > Discover spiritual healing solutions

Visit and read, buy, or borrow inspirational and educational articles 
showing how progress, unity, and healing discord and disruption are 
happening in communities everywhere.

READING ROOMS HOURS:
SUNDAY 9:30 am  —  11:30 am

MONDAY 3:00 pm  —  6:30 pm

TUESDAY 10:00 am  —  1:00 pm

WEDNESDAY 6:45 pm  —  8:45 pm

THURSDAY 3:00 pm  —  6:30 pm

FRIDAY 10:00 am  —  1:00 pm

SATURDAY 10:00 am  —  1:00 pm
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Why utility franchise agreements matter 
for equitable climate solutions 
BY ULLA NILSEN AND 
LEE SAMELSON  

 We are at a crossroads, again. 
Minneapolis is facing a histor-
ic opportunity for bold climate 
action in Minneapolis as our 
agreements with electric and 
gas utilities are about to expire.  

Advocates see the franchise 
agreement negotiations—hap-
pening behind closed doors—as 
a crucial opportunity to secure 
funding for these ambitious 
goals. “If we make sure that the 
biggest polluters pay their fair 
share,” said Sara Lopez of Uni-
dos MN, “the city could raise the 
revenue necessary to make tru-
ly accessible clean energy home 
programs available to all resi-
dents, no exceptions.” 

Eleven years ago, the last time 
Minneapolis negotiated fran-
chise agreements with utilities, 
both utilities promised to be 
“good partners” and established 
the first-in-the-nation Clean En-
ergy Partnership with Xcel En-
ergy and CenterPoint Energy. 
Now, local climate and equity 
advocates are encouraging city 
leaders to set up mechanisms 
to ensure utilities finally make 
good on their promises to the 
city.  

Advocates from the Just Tran-
sition Fund Coalition are calling 
for four key provisions in the 
new agreements: 

• Shorter contract terms (five 
years instead of ten) to allow 
more frequent reassessment 
• Franchise fees that are set up 
to make the biggest polluters 
pay their fair share, based on 
electricity carbon intensity and 
fossil gas volume to incentivize 
clean energy 
• Clear, enforceable annual per-
formance metrics for utilities 
with consequences for failure to 
meet city goals 
• Commitment to transparency 
about the cost of our local ener-
gy system 

John Farrell, co-director of the 
Institute for Local Self-Reliance, 
echoed these points in a recent 
Star Tribune op-ed. “If city lead-
ers are serious about meeting 
their own energy-affordability 
and climate goals, they must not 
let the utilities dictate the terms 
of the negotiation,” Farrell 
wrote, urging aggressive action 
in the franchise talks. 

Farrell and others argue 
the Clean Energy Partnership, 
while groundbreaking, has fall-

en short of expectations. They 
point to utilities’ resistance to 
trying programs like inclusive 
financing for energy efficiency 
with Xcel slowing down local 
solar projects and CenterPoint 
continuing to  promote gas ap-
pliances. The new negotiations 
offer a chance to strengthen ac-
countability and secure concrete 
commitments aligned with Min-
neapolis’ climate targets. 

“The task of addressing cli-
mate change is monumental, and 
the utilities responsible need to 
be part of the solution,” Farrell 
wrote. “Minneapolis leaders can 
act this year to make sure they 
do.” 

The push for more aggressive 
climate action has been build-
ing momentum in Minneapolis. 
Last year, a coalition of environ-
mental and social justice groups 
drafted the “People’s Climate 
and Equity Plan” to guide the 
city’s efforts. As reported by for-
mer city councilmember Cam 
Gordon in the Southside Pride in 
June of 2022, the plan calls for 
making every building in Min-
neapolis carbon-free by 2030, 
eliminating the racial wealth 
gap, and creating climate-resil-
ient neighborhoods connected 
by clean transportation. 

A newly released report out-
lines innovative funding mecha-
nisms that could accelerate the 
city’s transition to clean ener-
gy if the Mayor Frey’s office is 
willing to stand firm. The report 
—”Equitable Funding Mecha-
nisms for Climate Action in Min-
neapolis”—was developed by 
the Institute for Market Trans-
formation (IMT) in partnership 
with the Just Transition Fund 
Coalition, and emphasizes that 
the transition to clean energy 
must be designed with equity at 
the forefront. Recommendations 
include focusing investments 
in historically marginalized 
communities. And in alignment 
with the Biden Harris adminis-
tration’s Justice40 initiative, at 
least 40 percent of funds should 
be directed to areas like the 
city’s designated Green Zones. 

The IMT report provides a 
detailed roadmap for imple-
menting such a system, while 
addressing concerns about im-
pacts on vulnerable residents. It 
suggests strategies like targeted 
exemptions, gradual phase-ins, 
and prioritizing investments in 
frontline communities to ensure 
an equitable transition. “The cli-
mate crisis demands urgent and 
equitable action at a scale far 

beyond what we have accom-
plished or envisioned so far,” the 
IMT report concludes.  

The Franchise Agreement ne-
gotiations will put both city and 
utility commitments to equita-
ble climate solutions to the test. 
With the franchise agreements 
set to expire at the end of 2024, 
the coming months will be cru-
cial in determining Minneapolis’ 
climate trajectory for years to 
come. The city has a rare oppor-
tunity to pioneer an innovative, 
equity-focused approach to cli-
mate funding that could serve as 
a model for municipalities na-
tionwide. As negotiations prog-
ress, all eyes will be on City Hall 
to see if leaders seize this histor-
ic moment. 

What can you do? Tell your 
neighbors, talk to your City 
Council Member, call and write 
the mayor. Public pressure is 
our best lever. While the utili-
ties own and profit from the vast 
majority of the energy assets in 
our city, it’s our air, our climate!  

Ulla Nilsen and Lee Samelson 
are with the Just Transition 
Fund Coalition.



Tommy Goodroad

BY ED FELIEN 

Tommy Goodroad and The 
Highway Birds made it home 
last month. On Thursday 
night, July 11, they played 
songs from their new album, 
See You Around, at 7th Street 
Entry. Pictured above is Pe-
ter Briggs on electric steel 
guitar, Tommy Goodroad on 
guitar, George Adzick on fid-

dle and Cooper Gatzmer on 
bass. Most of them grew up 
in Seward and graduated to-
gether from South High. The 
drummer, Sam Stroup, and 
Cooper have been playing in 
bands together since fifth 
grade. Their new-fangled 
honky-tonk style of country 
music was a welcome treat 

to the sold-out hometown 
crowd. Everyone had a real 
good time

August  202422 WWW.SOUTHSIDEPRIDE.COM

McCabe 
Self-Storage
2405 East 26th St., Mpls

10x17’ - $155/mo
10x23’ - $175/mo

Doors 10’ high

612-418-9800

• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Attic & Basement
• Addition
• Windows
• Siding
• Roofing

www.dornickconstruction.net
dornick@comcast.net

Mn. License # BC 726447

John Dornick
4853 15th Avenue South 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55417(612) 250-6665
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 fix low water pressure
beautify existing bathroom

replace tub/toilet/sink & ceramic tile
add new basement bathroom

Free Estimate 
Call or Text: 612-306-7878

* Bathroom Remodeling *

Southline Fence LLC
651-434-8230

New install, small jobs, repairs
Wood fences only

Concrete
Masonry

Repair/
Replace

Concrete Repair
Masonry Repair

Step Repair
Foundation Repair
Demolition or New

Bobcat Work

Call Gary 
651-423-6666

CONCRETE 
WORK

by Tom Seemon
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Steps, 
Sidewalks,

Patios & 
Driveways

612-721-2530

STORM DOOR INSTALLATION
“I answer my phone”

Reasonable Rates / Fast Service
Mike Thompson

952-594-0612
References Available

Quality auto RepaiR Since 1961

4522 East Lake Street | Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-3121
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com

Quality auto RepaiR Since 1961

4522 East Lake Street | Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-3121
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com

Quality auto RepaiR Since 1961

4522 East Lake Street | Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-3121
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com

Quality auto RepaiR Since 1961

4522 East Lake Street | Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-3121
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com

Quality auto RepaiR Since 1961

4522 East Lake Street | Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-3121
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com

Season’s Greetings

Quality auto RepaiR Since 1961

4522 East Lake Street | Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-3121
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com

Happy Summer!
Oil changes, brakes, maintenance, diagnostics, electrical, 

steering and suspension, alignments, TIRES, air conditioning.....and more

ELECTRA TUNE
T I R E  +  A U T O

ELECTRA TUNE
T I R E  &  A U T O

ELECTRA TUNE
T I R E  &  A U T O

ELECTRA TUNE
T I R E  +  A U T O

Happy Spring!

ELECTRA TUNE
T I R E  +  A U T O

ELECTRA TUNE
T I R E  &  A U T O

ELECTRA TUNE
T I R E  &  A U T O

ELECTRA TUNE
T I R E  +  A U T O

Happy Summer!
Print your own money-saving coupons at www.ElectraTune.com

Voted ‘Best Thrift 
Store’ in the Twin 
Cities City Pages, 

July 2020
2939 12th Ave, S., Mpls, MN 55407
612-722-7882 • www.svdpmls.org

Voted ‘Best Thrift Store’ 
in the Twin Cities

City Pages, July 2020

Please wear a mask and 
observe social distancing.

Both of our thrift stores are 
temporarily CLOSED till 

further notice, for the health 
of all. . . . We miss you! ♥

Meanwhile, please stay safe 
and healthy!

2939 12th Ave, S., Mpls, MN 55407
612-722-7882 • www.svdpmls.org

2939 12th Ave, S., Mpls, MN 55407
612-722-7882 • www.svdpmls.org
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Tommy Goodroad and The Highway Birds 

Guthrie Tribute Album

There’s a new album out that 
is the first hometown tribute to 
Woody Guthrie. It was recorded 
on December 1, 1988, at the his-
toric Crystal Theatre in Okemah, 
where Woody performed as a 
child.  

The event played before a full 
house. Besides Larry Long and 
seventy school children there 
was banjo virtuoso Alan Munde, 
“Fiddlin’ Pete” Watercott, gos-
pel pianist Shirley Davis, Wood-

row (Wotko) Haney and Olen 
Edwards. This was not only the 
first time that an African Amer-
ican choir had ever graced the 
stage of the Crystal Theatre, 
but that Woody Guthrie’s words 
were spoken in both the Semi-
nole and Creek language.  

Released by Larry Long Mu-
sic in association with Rock the 
Cause Records and The Orchard.
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Why Choose Saint Paul College?
• Inclusive Community       
• Expert Faculty                               
• Proven Excellence                          
• Program Options

Apply for FREE today at saintpaul.edu/Fall 
and start your extraordinary journey! 

Fall Semester begins August 26

Shape Your Future
at Saint Paul College

Member FDIC
NMLS# 640909

*$500 o� Closing Costs o�er is valid for applications submitted for Conventional first lien purchase money 
transactions. This o�er excludes FHA and VA loans and Home Equity Lines of Credit transactions. The $500 o� 
Closing Costs will be applied at the time of loan closing as a Lender Credit. Loan applications must be 
submitted by August 31, 2024. Loan must close within 120 days of application date. All loans and lines of credit 
are subject to credit approval and compliance with underwriting standards.

From now until August 31, 2024, get $500 o� of 
closing costs on your conventional mortgage loan!*

Your dreams 
can grow here.

Your dreams 
can grow here.

Talk to a mortgage lender 
today to get started:

sunrisebanks.com/mortgage

Southside Pride   / NEIGHBORHOOD EDITION
• THEATER •

Little Shop of Horrors 
BY KAY SCHROVEN 

This odd and delightful play 
began in 1960 as a low- budget 
movie, created by B-movie mas-

ter Roger Corman, who recent-
ly passed away. The screenplay 
was written by Charles Griffith, 
Alan Menkin composed the mu-
sic and Howard Ashmen the lyr-
ics. The play has enjoyed mul-
tiple iterations on stage and in 
film, including rewrites of the 
ending. It enjoyed a huge success 
off Broadway and has become a 
staple for high school and re-
gional theater. It may best be de-
scribed as a campy horror-com-
edy-musical. It takes place in 
a downtrodden florist shop on 
“Skid Row.” With a bloodthirsty 
talking plant as the main char-
acter (a spectacular creation by 
puppeteer Yvonne Freese) a sa-
distic motorcycle-riding dentist, 
three feisty rock ‘n roll street 
urchins, the loyal and reliable if 
bumbling Seymour, the lovable 
but lost Audrey and curmud-
geonly florist Mr. Mushnik—
where could this story possibly 
take us? 

There are no weak links in 
this production. The cast of 19 
and creative team of 18 main-
tain the gold standard that the 
Guthrie continues to bring to 
its audiences year after year. 
This production soars under the 
direction and choreography of 
Marcia Milgrom Dodge, begin-
ning with Lex Liang’s set/scene 
design, which is a star itself. The 
set is dark, with red brick, worn 
wood and Muntin bars protect-
ing the doors and windows. 
Mushnik’s Florist sits at street 
level below the Zig- Zag record 
shop, next to a thrift store. 

Through the dim, second-story 
windows we see the silhouette 
of the productions’ talented lead 
musicians Denise Prosek and Ja-
son Hansen. Scattered at ground 

level are garbage cans, discarded 
crates, a bench and the denizens 
of Skid Row shuffling about. 

Nerdy, likeable Seymour 
Krelborn, played with aplomb 
by Will Roland, works for Mr. 
Mushnik (Robert Dorfman) as 
does Audrey—and things aren’t 
going well. In fact, the flower 
shop may close. Seymour saves 
the day by nursing some seeds 
he picked into an exotic plant. 
He places his cultivated plant in 
the shop window which brings 
in high roller customers in furs 
and flashy sunglasses. Mushnik 
places his future on the plant 
and implores Seymour to nurse 
it. Under his tender care the 
plant grows. And GROWS. It 
talks too, roaring “Feed me!” in 
T. Mychael Rambo’s deep voice.  

Cheeky Audrey, brightly 
played by China Brickey, is en-
tangled in an abusive relation-
ship with Orin, the sadistic den-
tist, played by David Darrow, 
who brings maniacal to new 
levels. Seymour wants to rescue 
Audrey from this monster and 
have her for his own. Audrey 
wants an “American Dream” life 
like she sees in Better Homes 
& Gardens magazine which she 
describes in Somewhere That’s 
Green, one of the plays endear-
ing tunes. If Seymour is to win 
Audrey, he will need to be able 
to offer this kind of life and 
hence must keep feeding Audrey 
ll—his source of income. Sey-
mour’s Faustian bargain sets the 
scene for the comical horrors to 
follow. 

Vie Boheme, Gabrielle Dom-
inique and Erica Durham bring 
the pizzazz as denizens of Skid 
Row who serve as a Greek cho-
rus, advancing the story with 
their high energy, rich voic-

es and diverse song and dance 
numbers. Costumed by Sully 
Radtke in white shifts and neon 
glasses, the trio belt out doo-
wop, rockabilly and vintage R&B 
heightening the dynamic 1960s 

vibe. 
On the Wurtele Thrust stage 

at the Guthrie Theater through 
Aug. 18. 
Guthrietheater.org/
612-377-2224.
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Advertise your business 
in Southside Pride!
call David (612) 822-4662 or 

email david@southsidepride.com

WE BUILD PRIDE ON 
THE SOUTHSIDE!

$1.00 OFF Next Purchase of
One of Our Delicious

Ice Cream Treats!
GOOD THROUGH OCTOBER 1, 2024

3352 Minnehaha Ave. S.
Minneapolis, Mn 55406
Check Facebook for
current hours and events!
Operated by:
Big Bell Ice Cream Inc.
612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

The dog days of summer 
are here—greet the tail end 
of the season with sizzling 
deals at Seward Co-op.

Cool Down This 
Summer with 
Paws-itively 
Hot Deals

View all sale items at 
seward.coop/specials

2823 E. Franklin Ave., MPLS
& 317 E. 38th St., MPLS
www.seward.coop

Open Streets Nicollet Ave. is back!
Saturday, September 28

12-4 pm
We will have:

• Ninja course 
(https://www.ninjaanywhere.com/home)
• Face painting, balloon animals
• Demos  
• Deals

Ward 12

Come share your thoughts, ask questions,
and receive updates from CM Chowdhury!

Sign up for the Ward
12 newsletter!

Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm • Sunday 11am - 5pm


